
Portugal to invest millions in developing
intelligent transport system network
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Portugal’s government has
this week won a top offbeat
award for the biggest waste
of taxpayers’ money on
supporting dirty energy.
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The navigable section of
the Douro River saw record
passenger traffic in 2017,
totalling about 1.2 million
tourists on the boats that
travel along the river.
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Over 10 million
passengers passed
through Portugal’s airports
between January and
March 2018.
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Algarve oil
drilling wins
‘biggest waste of
EU taxpayer’s
money’ award

climate, the environment and
people’s health, and increase
the pressure to rapidly phase out
fossil fuel subsidies.”
It said Portugal cruised to gold for
handing out a license to national
gas and oil companies for drilling
in the deep sea in the Southern
province of Alentejo, a protected
biodiversity area and a tourism
hotspot.
The European Union (EU) itself
was awarded a special prize by
CAN Europe for its support for
gas infrastructure. In 2014-2016,
the EU provided an average of
€4bn spending on fossil fuels,
most of which went to gas
projects such as the Trans-
Adriatic and Trans-Anatolian
pipelines (TAP and TANAP).
Wendel Trio, director of CAN
Europe, said: “Two years on from
adopting the Paris Agreement, it
is unacceptable to be pouring
billions of public money into
fossil fuels. It causes damage to
people’s health, the climate, and
makes no sense economically.

The awards send a clear signal
to European governments: now
is the time to phase out fossil fuel
subsidies. The freed resources
will be useful to enhance a clean
and fair energy transition in
Europe.”
“The EU also needs to
demonstrate through the

This week, Portugal’s government has won gold
in the 2018 European Fossil Fuel Subsidies
Awards, for the biggest waste of taxpayers’
money on supporting dirty energy.

The second edition of a
unique contest
organised by Climate
Action Network (CAN)

Europe was won by Portugal for
handing out a licence to national
gas and oil companies for drilling
in the deep sea in the southwest
of the country.
Portugal was said to have been
the clear winner of gold in the
2018 European Fossil Fuel
Subsidies Awards. The winners
are governments who waste
taxpayers’ money on supporting
dirty energy. Poland comes
second and Spain third.
A Europe-wide digital campaign
in March triggered people across
Europe to vote for the three worst
fossil fuel subsidies out of eight
nominees in total.
The aim of the awards, set up by
CAN Europe, is according to the
organisation, “to expose the well-
hidden ways in which European
governments are using
taxpayers’ money to support
fossil fuels at the cost of the

negotiations on the EU budget
that there is no place for fossil
fuels in EU funds. Instead, public
finance should deliver higher
climate ambition.”
Following this news, Francisco
Ferreira, director of Zero in
Portugal added: “It is
unacceptable that the
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 News in BriefNNNNN
Ryanair and TAP could be asked to pay
out €7m

Ryanair and TAP Air Portugal could be forced to pay out
around seven million euros to passengers following the
Easter airline strikes. AirHelp, which deals with
compensation claims for passengers affected by delays
and cancellations, estimates that the national flag carrier
TAP could be asked to fork out around 5.2 million euros in
claims. It said Ryanair could also suffer, and be asked to
pay out just under two million euros because of
stoppages which occurred over three days. 

Extreme winds cause €100,000
damage in Albufeira

The damage caused by the high winds in Albufeira
during the early hours of last Friday morning has been
estimated at over €100,000. Eleven cars were damaged
in the freak weather, as were awnings and metal
structures. It was the third incident involving extreme
winds in the Algarve in a little over a month. Damage was
also caused by the blustery weather in Portimão,
Quarteira and Santa Barbara de Nexe.

More speed cameras in pipeline for
Lisbon

A number of new speed cameras could soon be fitted in
and around Lisbon. According to reports, Lisbon Council is
looking at fitting another 120 speed cameras on top of the 21
cameras already in operation. Some of the new equipment
is to be fitted to traffic lights. The exact locations have not yet
been revealed.  Double-parking will also be monitored.

Algarve University researcher in
pioneering project

A researcher from the Algarve University is taking part in
a pioneering study being conducted in the US to establish
a link between the intestines and the development of
diseases such as diabetes. Leonor Faleiro is conducting
the ground-breaking research in partnerships with the
University of Florida. It came after the scientist noted that
children who developed such diseases had an
imbalance of intestinal protein.

Man dies after falling from 2nd floor of
Lisbon Shopping Centre

A man died over the weekend at the Colombo
Shopping centre in Lisbon, after falling from the second
floor. The victim, said to be in his 30’s, died after
reportedly throwing himself from the upper floor of the
shopping centre, near the food court. PSP police have
confirmed the incident was a suicide.

Portuguese government
favours access to oil
drilling companies on the
coast, while the country
has a leading role on
pledging for ambitious
climate action and is
planning to become
carbon neutral by 2050.”

Climate Action Network
(CAN) Europe is Europe’s
largest coalition working
on climate and energy
issues and boasts over 140
member organisations in
more than 30 European
countries - representing
over 44 million citizens.

This news comes days
after a protest was staged
in Lisbon last Saturday
against prospecting for oil
off the Algarve coast.
Over one thousand people
took part in the protest to
raise awareness about the
dangers of accidents

relating to prospecting.
The protest was called by
a platform that unites 32 of
the country’s main
national and local
environmental defence
organisations, civic
movements, councils and
political parties.
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The project,
developed by C-
Roads and co-
funded by the

European Union, will be
installed on just under
1,000 kilometres of
Portuguese roads.

Road Safety Director of
Infraestruturas de Portugal
(IP) Ana Tomaz, was on
Thursday quoted as telling
DN/Dinheiro Vivo that “more
than 90 percent of all
accidents are the result of
human error and the aim to
is minimise the
consequences of these
mistakes. We have to invest
in a new generation of roads
in order to gradually reduce
the number of fatalities to
zero by the year 2050.”
C-Roads Portugal consists
in the deployment of five
intelligent transport system
pilot cases, covering
relevant sections of the core
network and
comprehensive network
and of its two urban nodes.
The project will cover major
routes, including the
Lisbon-Algarve A2
motorway, the Algarve’s
A22 and the urban areas of
Lisbon and Porto.

According to C-Roads, these
systems will encompass a
group of technologies and
applications that allow
effective data exchange
through wireless
communication
technologies between
components and parties of
the transport system, very
often between vehicles or
between vehicles and
infrastructure.
Once the system has been
successfully implemented
in Portugal, services will run
along 964 kilometres. In
total 212 roadside units will
be installed in addition to
180 on-board units fitted to
162 vehicles in operation.
C-Roads, in addition to
Portugal, will also operate
in 16 other EU member
states. According to the
organisation, the
deployment of the system is
an evolutionary process that
will start with the less

complex use cases. These
are referred to as “Day-1-
services”, encompassing
messages about traffic
jams, hazardous locations,
road-works and slow or
stationary vehicles, as well
as weather information and
speed advice to harmonise
traffic. Using probe vehicle
and infrastructure-related
data, “all services will be
transmitted directly into the
vehicles in a way that allows
users to be informed, but not
distracted.”
The technology comes at a
time when the number of
cars on national roads
continues to climb strongly,
resulting in greater traffic
congestion and fuel
emissions. It is estimated
that there will be around
6.5 million cars in Portugal
by the year 2022, which is
12 percent on the figure for
2015. There are also
concerns that the recent

upswing in road fatalities,
following decades of
successive drops, can also
be explained to this
increase in road users.
In the meantime, the first
step here in Portugal will
be the creation of a
smartphone application
that will enable the sharing
of information between
motorists and the
intelligent transport
systems, followed by tests
which are initially set to
cover around 460
kilometres of the national
road network.
While this new technology
has received the backing of
both Brussels and Lisbon,
C-Roads concede that
several stumbling blocks
remain unresolved
including legal,
organisational and
administrative issues as
well as implementation and
procurement issues.


