
Dole queues shortest in a decade, wages up,
shorter working weeks on the table

WEATHER      WEATHER      WEATHER      WEATHER      WEATHER        ¾  ¾  ¾  ¾  ¾P2P2P2P2P2

War on graffiti        War on graffiti        War on graffiti        War on graffiti        War on graffiti        ¾¾¾¾¾P8P8P8P8P8

Mayors across Portugal
have called for legislation
related to protecting
property and penalising
vandalism, which
will include graffiti.

Happy 100         Happy 100         Happy 100         Happy 100         Happy 100                        ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1414141414

Arguably the oldest
long-term expat resident
in the Algarve, Dorothy
Lucy Lockley this week
celebrated her 100th
birthday.

Champions         Champions         Champions         Champions         Champions         ¾¾¾¾¾P56P56P56P56P56

FC Porto have won the
Primeira Liga title for the
first time since 2013,
ending Benfica's
four-year winning
streak.
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NewsFront Page Story

HiFly becomes first Portuguese airline to
have an A380 superjumbo

President vetoes underage sex change law
The president of Portugal has asked parliament to consider including a medical report toThe president of Portugal has asked parliament to consider including a medical report toThe president of Portugal has asked parliament to consider including a medical report toThe president of Portugal has asked parliament to consider including a medical report toThe president of Portugal has asked parliament to consider including a medical report to
be able to change gender at the civil registry for people under 18 in a law he vetoedbe able to change gender at the civil registry for people under 18 in a law he vetoedbe able to change gender at the civil registry for people under 18 in a law he vetoedbe able to change gender at the civil registry for people under 18 in a law he vetoedbe able to change gender at the civil registry for people under 18 in a law he vetoed
about self-determination and gender identity.about self-determination and gender identity.about self-determination and gender identity.about self-determination and gender identity.about self-determination and gender identity.

South:South:South:South:South: Thermometers will
also dip slightly in the Algarve on
Saturday, to around 21 degrees,
but, besides some dotted cloud,
from Sunday the coming days will
be sunny and bright and much
warmer, also rising to around 28
degrees by Wednesday.

WEATHER

Warmer weather here to stay
Saturday is forecast to be the coolest day of the weekend, and of the coming week, and in factSaturday is forecast to be the coolest day of the weekend, and of the coming week, and in factSaturday is forecast to be the coolest day of the weekend, and of the coming week, and in factSaturday is forecast to be the coolest day of the weekend, and of the coming week, and in factSaturday is forecast to be the coolest day of the weekend, and of the coming week, and in fact
might be the coolest day now for quite a while, as from Sunday the mercury is set to rise acrossmight be the coolest day now for quite a while, as from Sunday the mercury is set to rise acrossmight be the coolest day now for quite a while, as from Sunday the mercury is set to rise acrossmight be the coolest day now for quite a while, as from Sunday the mercury is set to rise acrossmight be the coolest day now for quite a while, as from Sunday the mercury is set to rise across
the map, and is likely to stay up there for the foreseeable future.the map, and is likely to stay up there for the foreseeable future.the map, and is likely to stay up there for the foreseeable future.the map, and is likely to stay up there for the foreseeable future.the map, and is likely to stay up there for the foreseeable future.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Temperatures will
only reach around the 18 degree
mark in Lisbon on Saturday, but
after that, the mercury will
gradually climb right up to the 28
degrees Celsius mark by the
middle of next week.

North: North: North: North: North: The forecast is even
good for northern Portugal,
although the weekend will be
cool and may see some showers
around the region. But from
Monday the cloud will start to
clear up, and temperatures will
settle in around the mid-20s.

The superjumbo bought
by Hi Fly was formerly
used by Singapore
Airlines.

Hi Fly joins the ranks of British
Airways, Lufthansa, and Air
France, in Europe, and airlines

such as Emirates, Singapore
Airlines and Qantas, which have
the greatest numbers of A380
aircraft in operation.

Hi Fly’s decision to buy this
plane reveals that there is room
for the A380 in the market, says

Paulo Mirpuri, president of Hi Fly,
who added that “this acquisition
has been part of the company’s
plans for some time”, describing
it as “a moment of pride for
Hi Fly”.

The A380 is about 73 metres

long and 24 metres high, with the
ability to make longer and more
comfortable journeys.

The structure of the plane is
divided into three types of cabins
and has a capacity for 525
passengers.

The president said that the
request to include the report for
under 18s “falls far short of the
position of the National Ethics
and Life Sciences Council, which
is much more demanding in a
field that the innovation is far from
consensual in society and
among lawmakers”.

The law in question
establishes the right to self-
determination of identity and

expression of gender and it was
approved in mid-April by the
Socialists, Left Bloc, Ecologists
and the Animal and nature party,
the Communists abstained and
the centre-right PSD and CDS
voted against.

This law the president vetoed
would cut the age to request a
“procedure of the change of the
mention of the gender at a civil
registry and consequent alteration

of the person’s name” through
their legal representatives from 18
to 16, without the need for a
medical report.

Currently, only persons of legal
age can request this procedure
and they must present a report
that proves the diagnosis of
gender identity perturbation, also
called trans-sexuality, drawn up
by a multidisciplinary team of
clinical sexology.              TPN/Lusa

Portugal’s
lighthouses
open every
day for a
week to mark
Navy Day
Portugal’s lighthouses arePortugal’s lighthouses arePortugal’s lighthouses arePortugal’s lighthouses arePortugal’s lighthouses are
to open to the public for ato open to the public for ato open to the public for ato open to the public for ato open to the public for a
brief period every day forbrief period every day forbrief period every day forbrief period every day forbrief period every day for
a week from thisa week from thisa week from thisa week from thisa week from this
Saturday, as part ofSaturday, as part ofSaturday, as part ofSaturday, as part ofSaturday, as part of
celebrations to markcelebrations to markcelebrations to markcelebrations to markcelebrations to mark
Navy Day.Navy Day.Navy Day.Navy Day.Navy Day.

The country’s lighthouses,
which are usually only open
to the public for a couple of
hours on Wednesday
afternoons, will be open from
this coming Saturday, until 20
May, every day from 2pm to
5pm. The lighthouses are
free to visit for all members of
the public.

Portuguese private aviation company Hi Fly has become the first Portuguese airline and just the
fourth in Europe to have one of the massive double-decker Airbus A380 planes.
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SEF says Sunday chaos at Faro airport which
delayed flights was ‘unique situation’ CARRIE-MARIE BRATLEYNNNNN

The Algarve grabbed international headlines for
the wrong reasons this past week after
travellers passing through the airport last
Sunday evening flooded social media with
images of a packed passport control
concourse and complaints of having to queue
for hours in sweltering conditions.

Two Aer Lingus flights were
delayed as a result of the boiling
backlog.

In comments to The PortugalThe PortugalThe PortugalThe PortugalThe Portugal
NewsNewsNewsNewsNews, the Irish flag-carrier
confirmed “Aer Lingus flight
EI499 Faro-Dublin and flight
EI899 Faro-Cork experienced
some delays on Sunday 6 May
due to Passport Control at Faro
airport.

“Both flights landed within less
than 30 minutes beyond their
scheduled arrival. We apologise
for the inconvenience caused to
guests impacted by these delays
which were due to
circumstances beyond our
control.”

Irish TV and radio presenter
Brenda Donohue, who works for
Ireland’s national broadcaster
RTÉ, was caught up in the
mayhem and tweeted about the
“unbelievable scenes.”

Speaking to the Irish Times,
Donohue, who was stuck in the
middle of the throng, said she
had “never experienced anything
like it”.

“It looks like passport control
operators have gone on a
lightening strike. Safety issues
here as hundreds are in a
cramped queue for one guy to
check all the passports! No
security, no air conditioning and

no explanation”, she tweeted.
Others took to the micro-

blogging site to deem the
situation “beyond ridiculous” and
“disgraceful”.

The uncomfortable scenes of
an “overcrowded” and “boiling”
concourse tightly packed with
hundreds of passengers and
allegedly without any air
conditioning, have lead to many
querying whether this type of
situation could reoccur more
frequently with the onset of the
busy summer season.

Answering queries posed by
The Portugal NewsThe Portugal NewsThe Portugal NewsThe Portugal NewsThe Portugal News,
Portugal’s immigration and
borders control authority SEF,
which oversees airport passport
control, said waiting times
associated with border control at
Faro Airport “are normally below
10 minutes”.

“At times, there is a greater flow
of passengers in arrivals,
because several airplanes land
in short periods of time. SEF has
responded accordingly to these
types of situations with a careful
management of personnel to
fulfil to all the competencies for
which SEF is responsible”, the
authority explained.

Regarding Sunday’s scenes at
Faro Airport, SEF said “the
situation reported reflects a

unique episode, restricted to a
time period between 7.40pm and
9pm on May 6.

“A great influx was registered in
the airport structure during that
time (19 flights landed, which
corresponds to more than 6,000
passengers to control in the
space of one and a half hours)
and SEF responded by adopting
measures that allowed the
regularisation of the flow of
passengers to be controlled in
half an hour. By around 9.30pm.,
the embarkation and
disembarkation areas had a
normalised flow of passengers”.

Faro airport director Alberto
Mota Borges said: “This is a one-

off situation that should not be
generalised.

“The problem occurred within
a specific time (one and a half
hours) where a peak of traffic
coincided with a period in which,
for operational reasons, SEF had
a lower availability of human
resources, thereby causing a
reduction in the capacity of point
source control”.

Mota Borges stressed that
SEF’s policy structures
“immediately activated the
control measures provided for in
the Convention on the
Application of Schengen
Agreements”, and that within half
hour “normality both in arrivals

and departures” was restored.
He said the Algarve airport

works closely with SEF and
maintains good relations and a
good level of service.

“Team planning is done in
advance to meet the estimated
number of passengers, and
there is no reason to say that it is
a structural problem.

“ANA Aeroportos de Portugal
[the national airport
management company] will do
everything with SEF so that, in
the context of good relations with
this entity, a good level of service
is maintained for passengers,
and that the situation is not
repeated”, he pledged.

Immigration andImmigration andImmigration andImmigration andImmigration and
borders authority SEFborders authority SEFborders authority SEFborders authority SEFborders authority SEF
has told The Portugalhas told The Portugalhas told The Portugalhas told The Portugalhas told The Portugal

News that the chaos onNews that the chaos onNews that the chaos onNews that the chaos onNews that the chaos on
Sunday at Faro airport,Sunday at Faro airport,Sunday at Faro airport,Sunday at Faro airport,Sunday at Faro airport,

which delayed flights,which delayed flights,which delayed flights,which delayed flights,which delayed flights,
was a ‘unique situation’.was a ‘unique situation’.was a ‘unique situation’.was a ‘unique situation’.was a ‘unique situation’.

(Photo: Brenda(Photo: Brenda(Photo: Brenda(Photo: Brenda(Photo: Brenda
Donohue/Twitter)Donohue/Twitter)Donohue/Twitter)Donohue/Twitter)Donohue/Twitter)
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Expat parents ‘beyond devastated’ as son dies
in Lagos window fall tragedy
An 18-month-old baby boy born to a British-Australian expat couple living in Portugal, died after plunging from a second-floor
bedroom window last Saturday in the western Algarve city of Lagos.

The tragedy
unfurled on
Saturday morning
when the tot

plunged from a second-
floor window of his Lagos
home.
The infant was rushed to
Faro hospital in a serious
condition, and sadly
succumbed to his injuries
later that night.
The tot’s parents, identified
by the Daily Mail as
Australian expat Holly
Bishop, 28, and her British
partner Robert Devlin, 32,
were home at the time.
According to the Daily Mail,
baby Spencer had been
following his mother around
the house while she did the
cleaning; Portuguese
media claim the couple was
in another room sleeping at
the time of the accident.
Some reports have also
claimed the accident could
have been related to the
baby’s crib being close to
the window.
Newspaper Correio da
Manhã (CM) reported that
“the cot was around 20
centimetres from the
windowsill, a distance that
the year-and-a-half old

baby overcame to get to the
window, which was open,
and he fell out of it, from a
height of around eight
metres.”
Local firefighters and INEM
paramedics were at the
scene for over two hours
trying to stabilise the baby
before rushing him to Faro
Hospital, where he was
admitted to Paediatric
Intensive Care with multiple
fractures and injuries.
Speaking to the
newspaper, a witness said
“the mother came to the
window and saw her son
already on the ground, then
came to the street and tried
to get to the boy, but they
wouldn’t let her.”
PJ police were also called
to the Lagos apartment, but
as there were no suspicions
of any involvement on the
parents’ behalf the case
was handed over to the PSP
police.
However, CM claims the
couple could still be
accused of negligence.
It is understood, CM
elaborates, that the couple
has lived in Portugal for
several years, but had only
been in that apartment for

a short time.
A GoFundMe page has
been set up by a family
friend to help the couple
raise funds for their son’s
funeral
(www.gofundme.com/
little-spencer-taken-way-
to-soon).
“Yesterday was the worst
day of Rob and Holly’s
lives”, the intro reads,
elaborating: “Yesterday
morning their little baby
boy Spencer had a tragic
accident and was taken to
Faro hospital in Portugal
where they did all they
could for him but
unfortunately he just
couldn’t fight any longer
and last night their
beautiful baby boy Spencer
grew his little wings and left
all of his family behind.
“They are beyond
devastated and would like
to let everyone know but at
the moment would just like
some time to come to terms
with their loss and be
around family”.
Any funds not used for the
funeral will be donated to
Faro Hospital’s paediatric
unit where Spencer was
treated.

Baby Spencer died after plunging from a second-floor bedroom window last Saturday inBaby Spencer died after plunging from a second-floor bedroom window last Saturday inBaby Spencer died after plunging from a second-floor bedroom window last Saturday inBaby Spencer died after plunging from a second-floor bedroom window last Saturday inBaby Spencer died after plunging from a second-floor bedroom window last Saturday in
Lagos. (Photo: Supplied)Lagos. (Photo: Supplied)Lagos. (Photo: Supplied)Lagos. (Photo: Supplied)Lagos. (Photo: Supplied)
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