
Government says it will ‘honour’ oil drilling
contract – no environmental study required
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A British family and a
Portuguese driver were
injured, some seriously,
after a coach smashed into
a cement mixer on the
Algarve’s A22 motorway,
en-route to the airport.

SurrogateSurrogateSurrogateSurrogateSurrogate     ServicesServicesServicesServicesServices
                                                       ¾¾¾¾¾P8P8P8P8P8

Despite being a banned
practice in Portugal, an
Israeli surrogacy company
is to open an office in
Lisbon.

Frog Fungus         Frog Fungus         Frog Fungus         Frog Fungus         Frog Fungus         ¾¾¾¾¾P17P17P17P17P17

Researchers have
discovered the origins of
an aggressive strain of a
fungus that caused a
decline of frogs in Portugal.
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Algarve oil drilling approved
Political parties, interest groups and society in
general this week reacted with incredulity and
dismay after high-ranking government officials
joined to inform the country that oil prospecting
off the coast of south-western Portugal would
commence in September. The news was made
official following a decision by the Portuguese
Environment Agency (APA) that there was no
need for an environmental impact study to
ascertain any adverse effects resulting from
drilling off the Algarve coast.

There was not a political
party that did not criticise
the decision to allow the
ENI/Galp consortium to

initiate oil drilling off the Algarve
coast, with MPs from the ruling
Socialist Party joining in
lambasting the APA.
In a statement issued on
Wednesday evening, MPs
representing the Algarve branch
of the party, said the APA had
become “useless, even an
obstacle, when it comes to
forming policies relating to
environmental issues in
Portugal. They act against
recommendations made by
lawmakers in Parliament and in
contradiction to the opinion of
associations and organisations
who defend environmental
causes.”
The Socialists said the decision
is “against the interests of the
Algarve and the country and, in a
certain way, the APA has just
confirmed its own irrelevance.”
Local MPs also recalled that
tourism represents around a fifth
of the country’s exports,
estimated at 15 billion euros,
with the Algarve responsible for

around half this figure.
The verdict to go ahead with
drilling along the Alentejo basin
unopposed came after the APA
President Nuno Lancasta
announced that “no significant
negative impacts were identified”
in the proposed drilling set to
commence in September at a
location 46 kilometres from
Ajezur.
Drilling will take place at a depth
of 1,070 metres performed
initially by the Sapien 12000
drillship which, until last month,
had been used in operations off
the coast of Morocco. Crew on
board will number around 150.
The prospection will last an
estimated three months over a
period of 50 working days.
Members of the opposition PSD
party expressed similar
sentiments to their political
opponents, saying the APA’s
decision will only serve to
increase “mistrust and
uncertainty” among residents.
They also recalled that more than
42,000 people participated in the
public consultation with the
opinions of respondents not held
in regard.

The Greens have meanwhile
already scheduled a debate for
this Friday with other opposition
parties saying they will use this
opportunity to challenge the
decision not to conduct an
environmental impact study.
The Left Bloc, part of the
governing alliance, have also
called for heads to roll, and are
arguing the role of the APA
should be to act in defence of the
environment whenever doubt
exists as to the potential of
damage being caused to it.
The Government, in making the
APA’s decision known, said

through Foreign Minister
Augusto Santos Silva that no
further licences will be granted
for future oil prospection during
the current legislative period,
which ends next year.
However, the Minister added that
the Government will honour the
existing licence agreements and
their respective contractual
obligations for the sake of
commercial stability.
The disputed contract was
agreed to back in 2007 by the
Socialist government led by José
Sócrates, with Economy Minister
Manuel Pinho a signatory of the
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deal. Both these former
politicians are currently under
investigation on charges
including bribery and corruption.
In the meantime, Augusto Santos
Silva, who is also effectively the
Deputy Prime Minister, added
that should oil be discovered off
the Algarve coast, it would aid
Portugal in becoming less reliant
on fossil fuel imports.
“We will continue to need
petroleum for several purposes
for some time yet”, he said,
explaining that the Government
will closely monitor measures
imposed by the APA to ensure

“continued safety and
environmental risk limitations.”
Jorge Botelho, chairman of the
Algarve local council community
group AMAL, lamented the
decision, which he this week said
is “contrary to the one we
expected”. The current Tavira
Mayor is also adamant that
drilling is not risk-free and poses
potential environmental threats.
He further revealed that expert
opinions have confirmed this
move will have an impact on the
environment, while it will also
have adverse effects on the
economic dynamics of the

region, especially in terms of
tourism.
This news comes a month after
Portugal’s government won ‘gold’
in the 2018 European Fossil Fuel
Subsidies Awards. The unwanted
prize was for the biggest waste of
taxpayers’ money on supporting
dirty energy.
The second edition of a unique
contest organised by Climate
Action Network (CAN) Europe
was won by Portugal for handing
out a licence to national gas and
oil companies for drilling in the
deep sea in the southwest of the
country.
The winners are governments
who waste taxpayers’ money on
supporting dirty energy.
A Europe-wide digital campaign
in March triggered people across
Europe to vote for the worst fossil
fuel subsidies.
The aim of the awards, set up by
CAN Europe, is, according to the
organisation, “to expose the well-
hidden ways in which European
governments are using
taxpayers’ money to support
fossil fuels at the cost of the
climate, the environment and
people’s health, and increase
the pressure to rapidly phase out
fossil fuel subsidies.”
It said Portugal cruised to gold for
handing out a licence to national
gas and oil companies for drilling
in the deep sea in the Southern
province of Alentejo, a protected
biodiversity area and a tourism
hotspot.
Following this news, Francisco
Ferreira, director of Zero in
Portugal added: “It is
unacceptable that the
Portuguese government favours
access to oil drilling companies
on the coast, while the country
has a leading role on pledging
for ambitious climate action and
is planning to become carbon
neutral by 2050.”

Sporting confirms police
search, arrests

There may be a few drops of rainfall in the north and southThere may be a few drops of rainfall in the north and southThere may be a few drops of rainfall in the north and southThere may be a few drops of rainfall in the north and southThere may be a few drops of rainfall in the north and south
of the country this weekend, but the middle band willof the country this weekend, but the middle band willof the country this weekend, but the middle band willof the country this weekend, but the middle band willof the country this weekend, but the middle band will
remain dry, albeit cloudy, and thermometers will drop aremain dry, albeit cloudy, and thermometers will drop aremain dry, albeit cloudy, and thermometers will drop aremain dry, albeit cloudy, and thermometers will drop aremain dry, albeit cloudy, and thermometers will drop a
degree or two at the start of next week.degree or two at the start of next week.degree or two at the start of next week.degree or two at the start of next week.degree or two at the start of next week.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Scattered cloud will
hang over the skies of Lisbon this
weekend, clearing up on Sunday,
with the mercury rising to around
27 degrees Celsius, before
dipping a few degrees on
Monday, rising gradually from
Wednesday onwards, to highs of
close to 30 degrees Celsius by
next weekend.

South: South: South: South: South: Some rain may fall on
southern Portugal this weekend,
being heavier on Saturday,
followed by light scattered
showers on Sunday, although
temperatures will rise to close to

30 degrees. Thermometers will
drop a degree or two on Monday
and Tuesday, but highs will stay
in the high 20’s for the coming
week.

North:North:North:North:North: Light showers are also
forecast for northern Portugal
this weekend, where
thermometers will drop
noticeably, from highs of around
25 to 20 degrees by Monday, but
they too will start to pick up again
from the middle of the coming
week, and will climb to around
26 degrees Celsius by the
following weekend.

Sporting football club has confirmed that on WednesdaySporting football club has confirmed that on WednesdaySporting football club has confirmed that on WednesdaySporting football club has confirmed that on WednesdaySporting football club has confirmed that on Wednesday
police  searched its premises as part of a corruptionpolice  searched its premises as part of a corruptionpolice  searched its premises as part of a corruptionpolice  searched its premises as part of a corruptionpolice  searched its premises as part of a corruption
investigation.investigation.investigation.investigation.investigation.

PJ police said four people were
arrested following the searches.
The arrests came in the wake of
alleged bribes paid relating to
football and handball matches.

This news follows a violent
attack on Sporting players and
technical staff on Tuesday by a
group of around 50 people
dressed in the club’s colours.

The players were preparing for
Sunday’s Portuguese Cup final,
where they take on Alves, when
the alleged attacks took place.

A statement on the club’s
official website read: “Sporting
Clube de Portugal vehemently
condemned the events

registered at the Sporting
Academy.

“We cannot in any way agree
with acts of vandalism and
aggression to athletes, coaches
and staff of professional football,
nor with attitudes that configure
the practice of crime that in no
way honour and ennoble
Sporting Clube de Portugal.

“Sporting is not this, Sporting
cannot be this.

“We will make every effort to
establish full responsibility for
what has happened and we will
not fail to demand the
punishment of those who acted
in this absolutely pitiful way.”
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Immigrants protest
outside parliament over a
lack of documents

British tourist dies after being hit by train in Lagos as fellow Brit is killed in
Albufeira hit-and-run

Portimão for autopsy.
The road was completely

closed down for much of
Sunday morning because of the
accident, the circumstances of
which are being investigated by
GNR police.

Since the beginning of the year
and until 7 May, the National

Algarve tourism board has new president

The woman had been
walking back to Lagos from
Meia Praia beach when she
was struck by the train as she
crossed the tracks on a
pedestrian crossing.

The incident happened on
Sunday morning at around
10.20am, and temporarily
halted circulation of trains on
the track between Lagos and
Portimão.

According to newspaper
Correio da Manhã, passersby at
the spot and the train driver both
tried to get the woman’s
attention, but she failed to
realise the locomotive was
speeding towards her.

The report said she would
have been killed almost
instantly, and her body was
taken for forensic autopsy.

In related news, a day later, in
Albufeira, some 38 kilometres
from Lagos, a British national
was killed in the early hours of
Monday morning after a hit-
and-run at a pedestrian

crossing on the main avenue in
Albufeira, the police said.

The 54-year-old British citizen,
who was with his son, aged 22,
was taken to the Albufeira health
centre, but could not be saved.

The driver, allegedly a 25-
year-old French national who
was driving while under the
influence of alcohol,
abandoned the vehicle but was
tracked down and detained by
the police. He was taken into
custody. The Public Prosecutor
has launched an inquiry to
determine whether the driver
could be held accountable for
the crime of manslaughter.

This was the second deadly
accident involving pedestrians
on Albufeira’s Avenida dos
Descobrimentos in just 24
hours.

The day before, Sunday, an
80-year-old woman was killed
after being hit by a van near the
Dolphins roundabout.

The elderly woman was
seriously hurt and succumbed

to her injuries at the spot
despite local firefighters and
INEM paramedics’ best efforts
to revive her.

The incident happened just
before 7.30am Sunday
morning.

Her body was also taken to
the Legal Medicine Bureau in

The new head of the RTA is João
Fernandes, the RTA’s former vice-
president, who was chosen
through elections held last Friday
afternoon.

He was elected by the RTA’s
general assembly, which is made
up of 32 members, including the
mayors of all of the Algarve’s
councils, a government
representative, regional business

A spokesperson for
a welfare
association
supporting the

immigrants said many of

them had been in Portugal
working and paying tax for
years, but had not yet
managed to get their
residency cards or access

to the National Health
Service.

Most of the immigrants
were from Africa and
Asia.

ImmigrantsImmigrantsImmigrantsImmigrantsImmigrants
picturedpicturedpicturedpicturedpictured
here earlierhere earlierhere earlierhere earlierhere earlier
this weekthis weekthis weekthis weekthis week
protestingprotestingprotestingprotestingprotesting
outsideoutsideoutsideoutsideoutside
ParliamentParliamentParliamentParliamentParliament
against aagainst aagainst aagainst aagainst a
lack oflack oflack oflack oflack of
documents.documents.documents.documents.documents.
(Photo:(Photo:(Photo:(Photo:(Photo:
Nuno Fox/Nuno Fox/Nuno Fox/Nuno Fox/Nuno Fox/
Lusa)Lusa)Lusa)Lusa)Lusa)

A British tourist believed to be in her 60s died after being hit by a train in the Algarve city of Lagos, a dayA British tourist believed to be in her 60s died after being hit by a train in the Algarve city of Lagos, a dayA British tourist believed to be in her 60s died after being hit by a train in the Algarve city of Lagos, a dayA British tourist believed to be in her 60s died after being hit by a train in the Algarve city of Lagos, a dayA British tourist believed to be in her 60s died after being hit by a train in the Algarve city of Lagos, a day
before a fellow Briton was killed in a hit-and-run in Albufeira.before a fellow Briton was killed in a hit-and-run in Albufeira.before a fellow Briton was killed in a hit-and-run in Albufeira.before a fellow Briton was killed in a hit-and-run in Albufeira.before a fellow Briton was killed in a hit-and-run in Albufeira.

Road Safety Authority (ANSR)
has registered 3,060 accidents
on Portugal’s roads, which is up
27 on last year’s figures.

This year’s accidents have
caused nine fatalities (one less
than in 2017), and 51 serious
injuries (down 11 on the same
period of last year.).

A new president has been elected to chair the Algarve Tourism Board (RTA), taking overA new president has been elected to chair the Algarve Tourism Board (RTA), taking overA new president has been elected to chair the Algarve Tourism Board (RTA), taking overA new president has been elected to chair the Algarve Tourism Board (RTA), taking overA new president has been elected to chair the Algarve Tourism Board (RTA), taking over
from Desidério Silva, who was once the Mayor of Albufeira.from Desidério Silva, who was once the Mayor of Albufeira.from Desidério Silva, who was once the Mayor of Albufeira.from Desidério Silva, who was once the Mayor of Albufeira.from Desidério Silva, who was once the Mayor of Albufeira.

associations and unions.
In the elections only 31 of the 32

members were able to vote, as the
Association for Portuguese
Casinos (APC) was unable to
attend.

João Fernandes won with 17
votes against the 11 votes in favour
of his predecessor, Desidério
Silva, and there were three blank
ballots.

“I salute my opponents for the
serenity with which this act took
place and for the good manners
with which, at the end, everyone
greeted each other. It’s a good
sign that there is a lot of good
work to be done in the future and
that we can all be counted on”,
he said.

Fernandes takes over from
Desidério Silva in mid-August.

Over a hundred immigrants gathered in front of parliament
yesterday to protest over a lack of documents.
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Ferry
between
Madeira and
mainland
Portugal
could launch
next month

FourteenFourteenFourteenFourteenFourteen
BritishBritishBritishBritishBritish
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PortuguesePortuguesePortuguesePortuguesePortuguese
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bus andbus andbus andbus andbus and
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WednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesdayWednesday
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A ferry between
Madeira and mainland
Portugal could,
reportedly, be
launched next month.

According to newspaper
Jornal da Madeira a ferry
between Funchal and the
Algarve city of Portimão could
start in June if the regional
government validates the only
proposal on the table following
a public tender. The ferry would
be operated by Grupo Sousa
and would carry out 12
crossings per year between
June and September, for the
price of around €60 a return
ticket.

British relatives injured in crash on
Algarve motorway
Fourteen British tourists who were all part of the same extended family, plus a Portuguese driver, were injured in aFourteen British tourists who were all part of the same extended family, plus a Portuguese driver, were injured in aFourteen British tourists who were all part of the same extended family, plus a Portuguese driver, were injured in aFourteen British tourists who were all part of the same extended family, plus a Portuguese driver, were injured in aFourteen British tourists who were all part of the same extended family, plus a Portuguese driver, were injured in a
horrific accident involving a bus and cement mixer, early on  Wednesday morning, on the Algarve’s A22 motorway.horrific accident involving a bus and cement mixer, early on  Wednesday morning, on the Algarve’s A22 motorway.horrific accident involving a bus and cement mixer, early on  Wednesday morning, on the Algarve’s A22 motorway.horrific accident involving a bus and cement mixer, early on  Wednesday morning, on the Algarve’s A22 motorway.horrific accident involving a bus and cement mixer, early on  Wednesday morning, on the Algarve’s A22 motorway.

A  Faro Hospital
spokesperson
confirmed that all fifteen
people on the bus were

taken to the unit, four of whom
were in a “moderate clinical”
condition, the driver being among
those who were seriously injured.
None of the injuries were life-

threatening.
According to the hospital
spokesperson, the four most
seriously injured had suffered
exposed fractures and head
injuries, and were admitted to the
hospital, with the remaining
eleven passengers with less
serious injuries being gradually

discharged throughout the day.
A GNR spokesperson told TheTheTheTheThe
Portugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal News all passengers
on board the bus were British
tourists and were being
transported by the Spanish-
registered coach from the
popular holiday resort of Praia da
Rocha (Portimão) to Faro airport,

some 72 kilometres east.
A statement from the British
Embassy confirmed they all
belonged to the same extended
family. It is not yet known what
part of the UK the tourists are
from, but they are believed to be
aged between 9 and 77.
“We are offering support to a
British family following a traffic
accident in the Algarve, and our
staff are in contact with the hospital
services”, the Embassy said.
The accident, which happened
near the Areeiro Tunnel between
Loulé and Faro at just before 8am,
resulted in this particular stretch of
the motorway being closed as
rescue workers attempted to prise
the injured from the wreckage; an
operation that took about two
hours.
At least two people were said to
have been trapped and needed
cutting free from the mangled
wreckage.
Police confirmed an investigation
will now be launched to
determine what caused the
vehicles, which were both moving
at the time of the incident, to
crash, in dry, sunny weather.


