
Portugal tops list of EU states where energy for
households costs most
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Giraffe tragedy       Giraffe tragedy       Giraffe tragedy       Giraffe tragedy       Giraffe tragedy       ¾¾¾¾¾P8P8P8P8P8

A giraffe has died at Lisbon
zoo after falling into a
safety moat in its pen, while
trying to reach food being
offered by a visitor.

Lynx expansion  Lynx expansion  Lynx expansion  Lynx expansion  Lynx expansion  ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1010101010

The Iberian Lynx
reproduction centre in
Silves is to undergo a
€551,000 expansion.

Portugal draws   Portugal draws   Portugal draws   Portugal draws   Portugal draws   ¾¾¾¾¾P52P52P52P52P52

Portugal squandered a
two-goal lead to draw with
England’s World Cup
opponents Tunisia in a
warm-up match in Braga
on Monday evening.
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Portugal narrow
Parliament this week voted againsParliament this week voted againsParliament this week voted againsParliament this week voted againsParliament this week voted agains
by the ruling Socialists, along withby the ruling Socialists, along withby the ruling Socialists, along withby the ruling Socialists, along withby the ruling Socialists, along with
required 115 favourable votes for required 115 favourable votes for required 115 favourable votes for required 115 favourable votes for required 115 favourable votes for 

While the four bills
were all similar in
their stipulations, the
Socialists came

closest to seeing their proposal
passed.

Once voting was complete,
which saw each of the 229 MPs
present in the house
individually state their intention,
the Socialists had garnered 110
votes in favour, 115 against
along with four abstentions.

The two largest political
parties, the Socialists (PS) and

Portugal tops
energy prices BRENDAN

DE BEER

NNNNN

Portugal has come out as the costliest country in the European
Union for household gas bills, while electricity prices are only second
to those charged in Germany. This news is in contrast to the fact that
Portugal is a global leader in terms of renewable energy, often
running days on end on electricity provided by nature.

F igures out this week by
Eurostat, the EU’s
statistical agency, has
placed Portugal at the

summit of where energy prices
for households are highest.
According to researchers,
Portugal continued to have the
highest gas prices in Europe
and the second highest
electricity prices in 2017 in
terms of purchasing power
parity.
The EU statistics office further
revealed that Portugal was
second in the list of electricity
prices in purchasing power
parity (28.0 PPP per 100
kilowatt hours), immediately
after Germany (28.8) and
before Belgium (26.4) and
Romania (26.0).
One of the major reasons for
Portugal being so close to the
top when it comes to energy
costs, is the fact that taxes here
are the third highest anywhere
in Europe.
Energy prices are inflated by a
further 52 percent due to taxes,
which is only behind Germany
and Denmark.

The share of taxes and levies in
total household electricity
prices vary significantly
between Member States, being
as low as five percent in Malta
in the second half of 2017.
On average in the EU, taxes
and levies accounted for more
than a third (40 percent) of
household electricity prices.
When expressed in purchasing
power standards (PPS), an
artificial common reference
currency that eliminates
general price level differences
between countries, it can be
seen that, relative to the cost of
other goods and services, the
lowest household electricity
prices were found in Finland
(13.0 PPS per 100 kWh),
Luxembourg (13.4) and the
Netherlands (14.0), and the
highest in Germany (28.8),
Portugal (28.0), Belgium
(26.4), Romania (26.0) and
Poland (25.4).
This news comes as the Left
Bloc (BE), the third-largest
party in Portugal’s parliament
and part of the governing
alliance, called for a

parliamentary committee of
inquiry into “excessive rents”
paid by the state to electricity
suppliers.
An obvious result of these
excessive rents is an increase
in taxes in order to subsidise
payments to utility companies.
According to Lusa News
Agency, the party has called on
43 witnesses to appear before
the committee, including four
former prime ministers - José
Manuel Durão Barroso, Pedro
Santana Lopes, José Sócrates
and Passos Coelho.
The party said it also wants to
hear from José Sócrates’s
Economy Minister, Manuel
Pinho, and the incumbent,
Manuel Caldeira Cabral.
The current Prime Minister,
António Costa, is not on the list
of those the Left Bloc wants to
testify in the hearings.
However, the CEO of the
privatised utility Energias de
Portugal, António Mexia, and
the former chairman of Banco
Espírito Santo, Ricardo
Salgado, are among those
listed as persons of interest.



The Portugal News • 2 June 2018 3News

WEATHER

 News in BriefNNNNN

Cloudy and warmer
Most of Portugal will be looking at scattered cloud butMost of Portugal will be looking at scattered cloud butMost of Portugal will be looking at scattered cloud butMost of Portugal will be looking at scattered cloud butMost of Portugal will be looking at scattered cloud but
otherwise blue skies and sunny weather for the weekend andotherwise blue skies and sunny weather for the weekend andotherwise blue skies and sunny weather for the weekend andotherwise blue skies and sunny weather for the weekend andotherwise blue skies and sunny weather for the weekend and
coming week, with temperatures rising by a few degrees.coming week, with temperatures rising by a few degrees.coming week, with temperatures rising by a few degrees.coming week, with temperatures rising by a few degrees.coming week, with temperatures rising by a few degrees.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon will be partly
cloudy and cool over the
weekend, and might even see
some spots of rain on Monday,
but after that the skies will clear
up and temperatures will climb to
the mid-20’s.

South:South:South:South:South: Saturday will be sunny
and warm in southern Portugal,
while Sunday will be a couple of
degrees cooler and blanketed by
high cloud, but from Tuesday
onwards the south can expert

clear, sunny skies and
thermometers to climb to the
high 20’s.

North:North:North:North:North: Contrary to the rest of
the country, and as is often the
norm, northern Portugal will
experience showers from
Saturday to Monday, heaviest on
Sunday, and highs that won’t
quite reach the 20 degree mark.
However, the coming week is
looking drier and slightly
warmer.

this week as MPs narrowly voted against decriminalising euthanasia, with one of the bills falling short by five votes.this week as MPs narrowly voted against decriminalising euthanasia, with one of the bills falling short by five votes.this week as MPs narrowly voted against decriminalising euthanasia, with one of the bills falling short by five votes.this week as MPs narrowly voted against decriminalising euthanasia, with one of the bills falling short by five votes.this week as MPs narrowly voted against decriminalising euthanasia, with one of the bills falling short by five votes.

wly votes against legalising euthanasia
st four separate bills to decriminalise euthanasia in Portugal. Law decree proposals presentedst four separate bills to decriminalise euthanasia in Portugal. Law decree proposals presentedst four separate bills to decriminalise euthanasia in Portugal. Law decree proposals presentedst four separate bills to decriminalise euthanasia in Portugal. Law decree proposals presentedst four separate bills to decriminalise euthanasia in Portugal. Law decree proposals presented

h their leftist alliance partners PAN, Left Bloc and the Greens all fell short of gaining theh their leftist alliance partners PAN, Left Bloc and the Greens all fell short of gaining theh their leftist alliance partners PAN, Left Bloc and the Greens all fell short of gaining theh their leftist alliance partners PAN, Left Bloc and the Greens all fell short of gaining theh their leftist alliance partners PAN, Left Bloc and the Greens all fell short of gaining the
euthanasia to be legal in the country.euthanasia to be legal in the country.euthanasia to be legal in the country.euthanasia to be legal in the country.euthanasia to be legal in the country.

the Social Democrats (PSD),
both allowed MPs to vote
according to their conscience
and were not required to tow
the party line. Overall, six MPs
from the conservative PSD
voted in favour of
decriminalising euthanasia,
though only two cast their vote
in favour of all six bills, while
only two PS MPs voted against.

Despite losing the vote, those
in favour of euthanasia have
pledged to raise the topic in the
next legislative period which

starts in 2019, saying the close
vote means the debate should
not be closed on the matter.

The success of a renewed bid
to legalise euthanasia in the
future will depend largely on the
composition of Parliament, with
a greater leftist majority set to
pass what would be ground-
breaking legislation in what is
largely a Catholic country.

Proponents of the bill, which
was inspired by a 2016 petition
signed by over 8,000 people and
promoted by groups defending

the right to a “death with dignity”
for those seriously ill, said the
fight had only just begun.

“The issue is now firmly on the
political agenda, it is now in
detailed debate in society,”
Catarina Martins, leader of the
Left Bloc was quoted as saying
by Reuters.

Previously, Portugal legalised
abortions in 2007 before
allowing same-sex marriage in
2010, becoming only the eighth
country in the world at the time
to permit gay unions.

Points system sees 59 lose drivers’ licences
A total of 59 drivers have lost their licences since the introduction of

the points system two years ago. According to the national road safety
association, a further 157 people have lost all the 12 points on their
licences. Eight drivers who had lost all their points challenged the
decision to remove their licences, with seven of them being
successful in court. Overall, more than 20,000 drivers have lost points
on their licences since the system was introduced on the 1st of June in
2016.

GNR officers fine over 1,000 people for failing
to clean land

GNR officers have so far fined over 1,000 people for failing to clean
their land as a means of fire prevention. GNR officers have also
detained 74 people so far this year for starting forest fires. Property
owners had until the end of this month to clean their land after a new
fire prevention law came into force earlier this year. Inspections are
being carried out by the GNR nationwide.

Teenager dies in Lagos cliff fall
A teenager died earlier this week after falling from a cliff in Lagos.

According to reports, the 16-year-old Portuguese boy died after falling
from a height of around 100 metres, on cliffs in an area known as
Rocha Negra, between Porto de Mós beach and Praia da Luz. The
incident happened on Tuesday evening, at around 7pm, but his body
could only be removed hours later.



News4 The Portugal News • 2 Jun 2018

Consumer confidence at all-time high in May

Life expectancy increases to 80.78 years

Portugal’s consumer confidence indicator rose
in May, for the third consecutive month and to
the maximum value for the series, and the
economic climate indicator also rose to its
highest level since May 2002, the National
Statistics Institute (INE) said this week.

According to figures
from INE the consumer
confidence indicator
increased from 2.4

points in April to 3.3 points in
May, “reaching the maximum
value of the series.”
Meanwhile, the economic
climate indicator, calculated by
surveying companies from a
variety of sectors, increased in
May to 2.3 points after
stabilising in April at 2.1 points,
“peaking at its highest level
since May 2002,” INE said.
INE added that in May
confidence indicators
increased in construction and
public works and in retail and
services, but decreased in
manufacturing.
“The increase in the consumer
confidence indicator in May
reflected the positive

contribution of the outlook for
unemployment and household
financial situation, in a more
significant way in the former
case,” it said.
This was followed by news that
the Portuguese unemployment
rate had dropped to 7.5 percent
in March, the lowest level since
April 2004, the INE said on
Wednesday.
This figure was 0.1 percentage
points higher than the institute’s
provisional estimate for March
disclosed last month.
“The March 2018
unemployment rate of 7.5
percent is 0.1 percentage
points lower than the month
before, 0.4 p.p. lower than three
months before and 2.2 p.p.
lower than in March 2017” the
INE said.

TPN/Lusa

The average life expectancy in
Portugal between 2015 and
2017 was 80.78 years, the
National Statistics Institute (INE)
said on Tuesday, showing an
increase over the previous two
years, especially for men.

According to figures from the
mortality tables published on
Tuesday, men had a life
expectancy of 77.74 years at
birth, an additional 1.6 months,

and women 83.78 years, an extra
month compared to the previous
two-year period.

In ten years, the average life
expectancy has increased by
2.28 years for the general
population, 2.56 years for men
and 1.78 years for women.

In the case of men, mortality
below the age of 60 fell, while in
women it decreased to from
aged 60 or more.

The gender gap in average life
expectancy decreased from 6.45
years ten years ago to 5.67 years
in the period between 2015 and
2017.

For those over 65 years of age,
the life expectancy of the
population was 19.45 years.

Once again, in women this
indicator is higher: 20.81 years
compared to 17.55 for men.

TPN/Lusa

ConsumerConsumerConsumerConsumerConsumer
confidence isconfidence isconfidence isconfidence isconfidence is
now at an all-now at an all-now at an all-now at an all-now at an all-
time high,time high,time high,time high,time high,
withwithwithwithwith
shoppingshoppingshoppingshoppingshopping
centrescentrescentrescentrescentres
among theamong theamong theamong theamong the
biggestbiggestbiggestbiggestbiggest
benefactorsbenefactorsbenefactorsbenefactorsbenefactors
of thisof thisof thisof thisof this
positivepositivepositivepositivepositive
outlook.outlook.outlook.outlook.outlook.


