
Taxes on fuel have climbed by up to 56 percent in
14 years as state rakes in €9m a day from motorists
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The Global Peace Index
2018 has again found that
Portugal is one of the most
peaceful countries in the
world.
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An Iberian lynx has walked
from Portimão to Catalonia
in just over seven months.
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Portugal are heading for
Russia with a much better
squad and reputation than
the side that crashed out in
the group stages four years
back.
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Portugal continues to be among the most p

deteriorated since 2008, while
Portugal was one of the biggest
climbers over this period.
Meanwhile, Portugal was late last
year rated as one of the top three
expat destinations in the world
when it comes to the general
living experience in the country.
According to the latest HSBC
Expat Explorer survey, Portugal
was placed third in the
Experience league table, just
behind New Zealand and Spain.
Portugal was particularly lauded
by expats for the healthy lifestyle
they enjoyed here.

Almost three-fifths of expats in
Portugal (57 percent) say their
physical health is better as a
result of the move, compared to a
global average of 36 percent.
Overall, Singapore was once
again rated by expats as the best
country in the world to live and
work, followed by Norway, which
rose four places to come second.
The survey was completed by
27,587 expats from 159 countries
and territories through an online
questionnaire in March and April
2017, conducted by YouGov and
commissioned by HSBC Expat.

Children from Loulé pose with Prime Minister António Costa (centre back), EduChildren from Loulé pose with Prime Minister António Costa (centre back), EduChildren from Loulé pose with Prime Minister António Costa (centre back), EduChildren from Loulé pose with Prime Minister António Costa (centre back), EduChildren from Loulé pose with Prime Minister António Costa (centre back), Edu
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The Global Peace Index 2018, published on
Wednesday, has again found that Portugal is
one of the most peaceful countries in the world.
The index also revealed
that Iceland remains the
most peaceful, a position
it has held since 2008.
Portugal has once again
been placed among the
top nations.
Behind Iceland, come New
Zealand, Austria, Portugal and
Denmark as the top five most
peaceful countries in the world.
The twelfth edition of the Global
Peace Index has this year ranked
163 independent states and
territories according to their level
of peacefulness.
Produced by the Institute for
Economics and Peace (IEP), the
GPI is the world’s leading
measure of global peacefulness.
The GPI covers 99.7 percent of
the world’s population, using 23
qualitative and quantitative
indicators from highly respected
sources, and measures the state
of peace using three thematic
domains: the level of Societal
Safety and Security; the extent of
Ongoing Domestic and
International Conflict; and the
degree of Militarisation.
The results of the 2018 GPI find
that the global level of peace has
deteriorated by 0.27 percent in the
last year, marking the fourth
successive year of deterioration.
Ninety-two countries deteriorated,
while 71 countries improved. The
2018 GPI reveals a world in which
the tensions, conflicts, and crises
that emerged in the past decade
remain unresolved, especially in
the Middle East, resulting in a
gradual, sustained fall in
peacefulness.
Underlying the fall in peacefulness,
six of the nine regions in the world

deteriorated in the last year.
The four most peaceful
regions – Europe, North
America, Asia-Pacific, and
South America – all
recorded deteriorations,

with the largest overall deterior-
ation occurring in South America,
owing to falls in the Safety and
Security domain, mainly due to
increases in the incarceration
rate and impact of terrorism.
Syria remains the least peaceful
country in the world, a position it
has held for the past five years.
Afghanistan, South Sudan, Iraq
and Somalia comprise the
remaining least peaceful
countries. Europe, the world’s
most peaceful region, recorded a
deterioration for the third straight
year. It deteriorated across all
three GPI domains and eleven
indicators, most notably in the
intensity of internal conflict and
relations with neighbouring
countries. For the first time in the
history of the index, a Western
European country experienced
one of the five largest
deteriorations, with Spain falling
10 places in the rankings to 30th,
owing to internal political
tensions and an increase in the
impact of terrorism. The ten-year
trend in peacefulness finds that
global peacefulness has
deteriorated by 2.38 percent
since 2008, with 85 GPI countries
recording a deterioration, while
75 improved. The index has
deteriorated for eight of the last
eleven years, with the last
improvement in peacefulness
occurring in 2014. In Europe, the
world’s most peaceful region, 61
percent of countries have
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Summer struggles to arrive

Algarve paying medical specialists double
normal wages

The Algarve is currently paying medical specialists in the region
double what they would normally earn, to guarantee provision of
services, according to a report in Diário de Notícias. According to the
newspaper, specialists such as anaesthesiologists and obstetricians
are earning around €50 an hour for their services, in the southern
region. This is far above what a senior doctor earns.

Lagos rattled by 2.9 quake
An earthquake measuring 2.9 on the Richter scale was felt in Lagos

on Sunday morning. The tremor was registered at sea, 20 kilometres
off the Lagos coast, at 6.14am. According to the Met Office the quake
originated from a depth of 27 kilometres under the water.

British pensioner defendant in investigation into
Monday’s Monchique fire

A British pensioner has been made a formal defendant in an
investigation into a large wildfire that broke out in Monchique and
Portimão last Monday. According to newspaper Correio da Manhã,
the 70-year-old Briton may have unintentionally started the large
blaze after he started a fire to clear his land. He reportedly warned
authorities beforehand of his intentions to slash-and-burn, but failed
to properly contain the clearance. He could now face charges of
negligence. More than 100 firefighters and 4 aircraft were called out
to the fire on Monday.

Iberian lynx centre to get €550,000 expansion
The Iberian lynx reproduction centre in Silves in the Algarve, is to be

expanded and the company to undertake the €551,000 project is
currently being chosen. The reintroduction of the lynx in Portugal is
part of the transnational LIFE Iberlince project which hopes to
establish stable, viable populations in the Iberian Peninsula. So far
103 cubs have been born at the centre, 23 of which died.

Arade Congress Centre hosting first Algarve
Real Estate convention

This weekend the Arade Congress Centre in Parchal will be hosting
the first Algarve Real Estate convention.  Running from 7 to 9 June, the
convention will feature over 40 agencies from the real estate sector.
Information on buying, selling, renting, and properties available on
the market will be available from the participants. Open from 2pm
until 10pm on Thursday and Friday, and until 11pm on Saturday.

CGD bank to close another 75 branches this
month

 State-run bank Caixa Geral de Depósitos is expected to close
another 75 branches this month. Last year the bank closed 587
branches, which were 64 fewer than in 2016. However, by 2020, the
bank cannot have more than 490 branches that are operational.

peaceful countries in the world
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Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The capital will see
recent rainfall subside, and
become drier over the weekend.
Temperatures will however
struggle above the 20-degree
mark, only warming up towards
the middle of next week.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: After the odd rain
shower, the Algarve will become
progressively warmer in the
coming week, with
thermometers forecast to breach
30 degrees Celsius by next
Friday.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern
Portugal will remain in a state of
early Spring, with cooler
weather set to remain for the
coming days and will be
accompanied by steady showers
and blustery conditions.
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BRENDAN DE BEERNNNNNDiesel tax up 56% since 2004
Portuguese are among those in Europe who pay the most to refuel, with new figures showing that the weight on the pockets
of motorists in Portugal being the second highest in the EU. This news comes as research by the Competition Authority
revealed that taxes on fuel in Portugal have risen by as much as 56 percent since 2004.

Throughout
Europe, motorists
are often the
target of

governments to increase
revenue when coffers are
depleted. But successive
governments in Lisbon
have easily beaten off most

of their EU counterparts
when it comes to taxing
cars, fuel and charging
tolls.
Figures out on Thursday
morning have once again
highlighted the state’s
seemingly insatiable
appetite to tax motorists.

The Competition Authority
found that the taxes on
diesel have risen by 56
percent while those on
unleaded fuel have grown
by 26 percent since 2004.
With the state currently
raking in an average of
nine million euros a day

Government increased the
ISP fuel tax by six cents a
litre. At the time, politicians
argued that the state was
losing millions of euros in
taxes due to the low oil
prices practised at the time
and introduced the
surcharge. In response to a
consumer backlash, it
pledged to revise the price
of petrol on a quarterly
basis and would eliminate
the surcharge once oil
prices had climbed. Two
years later, oil prices are at
a new high, but the
Government have only
once revised the surcharge
– in late 2016.
The Competition Authority
says in its research
published on Thursday that
“Portugal’s
competitiveness in terms of
fuel prices in relation to
neighbouring Spain is
significantly reduced” once
taxes are added into the
equation.
The report was compiled
upon request of Energy
Secretary Jorge Seguro
Sanches, with consumer
and transport
organisations now hoping
these findings will have a
positive and lasting
outcome for motorists

when visiting the country’s
forecourts.
These latest numbers once
again place Portugal at the
summit when it comes to
charging its people for
energy. Last week, TheTheTheTheThe
Portugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal News revealed
that Portugal continued to
have the highest gas prices
in Europe and the second
highest electricity prices in
2017 in terms of
purchasing power parity.
As is the case with fuel, one of
the major reasons for
Portugal being so close to
the top when it comes to
energy costs, is the fact that
taxes here are the third
highest anywhere in Europe.
There was however some
respite for motorists at the
beginning of the week when
fuel prices dropped - for the
first time since March.
After ten weeks of
increases, the price of both
unleaded petrol and diesel
became cheaper on
Monday morning, with
unleaded fuel dropping by
1.5 cents a litre, while diesel
became cheaper by one
cent a litre. With these
reductions, petrol now costs
an average of just over
€1.58 a litre, while diesel is
priced at €1.37 a litre.

from fuel, the research
indicates that 63 percent of
the retail value of unleaded
fuel consists of taxes, while
56 percent of the money
spent on a litre of diesel
reverts to the Portuguese
state.
Back in 2016, the current
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