
Law presented to eliminate Golden Visas;
Central Bank issues house price warning
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The yearly Santo António
traditional festivities again
invaded Lisbon this week,
catapulting Portugal’s
capital city into a frenzy of
colour, music and
merriment.
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Portugal’s President Prime
Minister were in the Azores
this past weekend, where
they made a whirlwind pit-
stop to oversee Portugal
Day commemorations.
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The PAN party has
submitted a bill in which it
proposes local populations
should be allowed to feed
stray animals.
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Santo António
propels Lisbon into
party mode

One of the 16 Santo António brides gets a kiss from a well-wisher while paradOne of the 16 Santo António brides gets a kiss from a well-wisher while paradOne of the 16 Santo António brides gets a kiss from a well-wisher while paradOne of the 16 Santo António brides gets a kiss from a well-wisher while paradOne of the 16 Santo António brides gets a kiss from a well-wisher while parad

Every year mid-June, the
time-honoured Santo
António celebrations
take over the streets of

Lisbon, filling them with grilled-
sardine and sangria-selling
stalls, cheery bunting, and
happy people.
Twenty-three groups
representing Lisbon parishes
took part in the popular marches
this year, their colourful floats and
bedecked dancers battling it out
for the title of best
neighbourhood, the parade itself
being one of the high points of
the traditional festivities.
The popular parade flowed
down the city’s main Avenida da
Liberdade on Tuesday night,
hours after 16 local couples tied
the knot in the customary Santo
António mass wedding, another
high point of the yearly
festivities in honour of Lisbon’s
patron saint.
The winning neighbourhood
float in this year’s popular
marches was again Alfama, for
the third consecutive year,
followed by Bairro Alto in second
place and Madragoa, in third.
Celebrated since before the 25

The yearly Santo António traditional festivities
and the mass wedding that are the celebration’s
pinnacle, along with the colourful popular
marches, returned to Lisbon this week,
catapulting Portugal’s capital city into a frenzy
of colour, music and merriment.

April Revolution in 1974, the
Santo António weddings are
held to give cash-strapped local
couples the chance to wed in a
large joint ceremony.
The civil ceremony takes place
in Lisbon Town Hall, while the
religious ceremony was this
year celebrated for the first time
in the Santo António church, as
opposed to Lisbon cathedral.
After the wedding breakfast, the
happy newlyweds hot-footed
across town to join the marchas
populares parade.
The Santo António weddings
were held this year for the 22nd
time since being reintroduced
in 1997, following a 23-year
hiatus after the 25 Abril
Revolution. They were brought
back in 1997 during the
socialist mandate of then
Lisbon MayorJoão Soares.
Since then, 352 couples have
wed in the mass ceremony,
which is televised to the nation.
Another first is that this year the
weddings were also broadcast
by the British broadcasting

corporation BBC.
Each couple is allowed to invite
20 guests to the ceremony and
the wedding breakfast, which is
held in Lisbon’s Estufa Fria
greenhouse, in the Park
Eduardo 7th.
Around 1,100 people are
enlisted every year to help the
event go without a hitch, and lend
a hand to the couples on the big
day.
Everything from the brides’ and
grooms’ outfits to the

honeymoons is provided by the
local council through
partnerships and sponsorships.
Wednesday was a local holiday
in Lisbon, to allow the Santo
António party-goers time to
recover.
Next in line is Porto, which will
be throwing the mother of all
street parties in northern
Portugal to celebrate its patron
saint, São João, which is
celebrated on the night of 23
June, Saint John’s Eve.

CARRIE-MARIE BRATLEYNNNNN
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The heat is on

Hospital complaints top 70,000
A total of 70,000 complaints were made by patients at private and

public hospitals during the course of last year. Faro Hospital
received the second highest number of complaints, while the
Barlavento Hospital in Portimão, was the seventh on the list of
dissatisfied patients. The Amadora-Sintra Hospital topped
complaints at state hospitals with just over 2,100 complaints.
Among private hospitals, the Luz Hospital received 1,150
complaints, followed by CUF Descobertas and Lusiadias.

Google to open Android development unit
in Portugal

Google has announced it will be opening a unit in Portugal for the
development and the creation of the Android operating system.
Speaking during a meeting with Portuguese Prime Minister
António Costa in Silicon Valley, Google Vice President Kent Walker
said the company was now looking to hire 1,000 people to assist it
with the new project. Google recently opened a hub just outside
Lisbon that currently employs 500 workers.

Second Lisbon airport could open in 2022
Lisbon airport officials have said that the capital’s second airport

on the south bank of the Tagus River could receive flights in four
years. It is thought that the airport could be operating by 2022
should all decisions, such as an environmental impact study, be
concluded within a reasonable time frame. Officials added that the
planned airport at Montijo, which is currently an air force base,
could handle up to 24 take-offs and landings an hour.

Fuel prices drop again
Fuel prices have fallen for the second week running, after suffering

increases for ten consecutive weeks. Market analysts said the cost of
diesel is expected to drop by around two cents a litre, whereas
unleaded fuel will be reduced by a similar amount. This comes after
the price of petrol rose by 14 cents a litre between March and May,
while diesel went up by 12 cents during the same period.

Tickets for new Portimão-Funchal ferry now
on sale
 A new ferry between Portimão on mainland Portugal and Funchal
on the island of Madeira is set to start next month. The sea link will
be operated by the same company that previously operated the
route, Naviera Armas. Tickets went on sale from yesterday and cost
between €29 for residents on the island and €85 for non-residents.
The first trip leaves Portimão for Funchal at 10.30am on Tuesday 3
July. It will depart at the same time on the same day every week until
20 September. http://madeira-ferry.pt/en/madeira-ferry/
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Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The arrival of post-30
degree temperatures in the
capital will be delayed until
Monday, with highs this
weekend forecast to reach the
mid to high 20’s.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: Southern Portugal
will be hot in the coming week,
with thermometers topping 37
degrees in some parts on Friday.
The  highs in the Alentejo  are not
expected to fall below 30ºC.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern
Portugal will be mild to warm,
with thermometers ranging from
lows of around 13 degrees to
maximums of not beyond 25
degrees.
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President and PM attend Portugal Day
celebrations at home and away

 Portugal’s President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C), greets troops during the celebrations of the Day of Portugal, Portugal’s President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C), greets troops during the celebrations of the Day of Portugal, Portugal’s President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C), greets troops during the celebrations of the Day of Portugal, Portugal’s President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C), greets troops during the celebrations of the Day of Portugal, Portugal’s President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C), greets troops during the celebrations of the Day of Portugal,
Camões and Portuguese Communities, in Ponta Delgada, Azores, June 10, 2018. (Photo: Lusa/António Araújo)Camões and Portuguese Communities, in Ponta Delgada, Azores, June 10, 2018. (Photo: Lusa/António Araújo)Camões and Portuguese Communities, in Ponta Delgada, Azores, June 10, 2018. (Photo: Lusa/António Araújo)Camões and Portuguese Communities, in Ponta Delgada, Azores, June 10, 2018. (Photo: Lusa/António Araújo)Camões and Portuguese Communities, in Ponta Delgada, Azores, June 10, 2018. (Photo: Lusa/António Araújo)
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Portugal’s President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa and Prime Minister António Costa were in the Azores this past weekend,
where they made a whirlwind pit-stop to oversee Portugal Day commemorations, before continuing their journey to the US
for the same purpose.

The President and
PM were in the
Azores on Sunday
morning where

they made official
speeches ahead of the
traditional Ceremonial
Military Parade, which
marks a highpoint in the

annual Portugal Day
celebrations.
Portugal’s armed forces
finest and some serious
equipment muscle
including war ships,
choppers and fighter jets
were on display in the
picturesque port town of

Ponta Delgada, showing
off their prowess by roaring
through the skies above the
parade.
A vast number of the
country’s military men and
women were dispatched
by air and sea to the island
of São Miguel to take part

marched rhythmically
along Ponta Delgada’s
port-side avenue to the
delight of an enthusiastic
crowd of locals and
tourists.
Every year, Portugal Day
celebrations are held
following a ‘home and
away’ format that sees a
formal ceremony in
Portugal followed by
official events overseas, in
countries with large
Portuguese diasporas.
In 2016, commemorations
were held in Lisbon and
Paris; in 2017 in Porto and
the Brazilian cities of Rio
de Janeiro and São Paulo,
and this year in the Azores
(Ponta Delgada, São
Miguel) and in the U.S.
It is estimated that some
1.4 million Portuguese
nationals and luso-
descendents live in the US,
around 70 percent of who
are believed to originate
from the Azores.
Following their
appearance in the Azores,
the President and Prime
Minister then hopped
across the other half of the
Atlantic to attend events in
the U.S.
The Heads of State
rounded-off Portugal Day
commitments in the US by
attending official events in
Boston and Providence.
Speaking from ‘across the

pond’, at the ‘Waterfire
Festival’ in Providence,
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
said Portugal’s overseas
communities are
“promoters of union and
peace”, while António
Costa highlighted
Portugal and the U.S’
“shared love” of
democracy and freedom.
Contrary to the President,
who has already returned
to Portugal, the Prime
Minister will be staying in
the U.S. until the close of
Portugal Day
commemorations, this
Saturday.
During his stay he will be
visiting various cities in
California, including San
Jose, San Francisco and
Sacramento, as well as
New York, to tote a
preeminent economic
and scientific
programme, as well as
reinforce bilateral
relations, business
partnerships, and ties
with local Portuguese
populations.
Portugal Day, officially
Day of Portugal, Camões,
and the Portuguese
Communities, is
Portugal’s National Day
celebrated annually on 10
June, which also
commemorates the death
of national literary icon
Luís de Camões on 10
June 1580.

in the commemorative
parade, which is held every
year in different parts of the
country.
Despite the hot weather,
thousands of military
personnel donned full
regalia, many of them in
camouflage, and



The Portugal News • 16 Jun 2018 5


