
President underlines Portugal’s commitment to
refugees, but most asylum seekers sent away
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Portugal has been placed
second highest among
European countries in a
ranking on climate change.

Cannabis Reform Cannabis Reform Cannabis Reform Cannabis Reform Cannabis Reform ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP66666

The Portuguese
Parliament has approved
the use of cannabis for
medicinal purposes.
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The Portuguese Surf
Federation are suing their
canoeing counterparts
over who has the right to
stage the World Stand-Up
Paddle championships.
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Asylum - two in
three rejected

during the course of 2016.
According to these figures
released by the OECD, this
number is up 24 percent on the
previous year, and the highest
it has been since 2010.
Overall, just under 400,000
people residing in Portugal in
2016 were foreign nationals,
up 2.3 percent on 2015, the
OECD said.
Estimates are that half this
number is the result of the EU’s
policy of free movement within

With the celebration this week of World Refugee Day, comes news that
Portugal is among the European states which is most likely to reject a
request from an asylum seeker. This comes as new figures reveal that
the number of migrants seeking refuge in the EU to have dropped by
almost half.

According to figures for
2017 released by
Asylum Information
Database, Portugal

rejected around two out of
every three asylum requests.
Only Poland, France, the UK,
Hungary and Croatia were
more likely to refuse entry to
refugees.
Overall, fewer people sought
asylum in the EU last year, with
numbers plummeting by 44
percent. The EU’s asylum
office counted well over
700,000 applications for
international protection in
2017, down on the 1.3 million
applications the previous year.
Asylum seekers from war-torn
Syria continue to top the list,
with numbers also high from
other regions in conflict such
as Afghanistan and Iraq. The
total number of applications in
Portugal stood at a lowly 1,250,
with around 64 percent being
rejected by officials.
However, applicants from Syria
had a 94 percent chance of
being welcomed in Portugal,
while in contrast, citizens from
the Democratic Republic of
Congo saw 97 percent of their
applications rejected here in
Portugal.

The high number of rejections
is being explained here as
being the result of two major
contributing factors. The first is
the strict application of the law
by SEF immigration officials
when dealing with asylum
seekers at the country’s
borders, coupled by large
numbers who are unable to
prove their status is not merely
that of an economic migrant.
But Portugal’s President,
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa,
said on Wednesday, which was
also World Refugee Day, that
defending refugees around the
world is not only imperative in
terms of conscience, but an
obligation of democratic
societies.
According to the head of state,
Portugal honours “the values of
solidarity, openness and
tolerance” and there is a
“broad national consensus in
Portuguese society on
welcoming and integrating
refugees.”
This comes as Portuguese
officials also said they were
actively working with their
European partners to increase
the number of refugees
housed in the country.
Meanwhile, the European

Asylum Support Office,
according to its 2017 Annual
Report on the Situation of
Asylum in the European Union,
revealed that provisional data
for early 2018 (January - April)
shows that application levels
have stabilised at an average
of less than 50,000 per month.
Throughout 2017, migratory
pressure at the EU’s external
borders remained high, but
decreased for a second
consecutive year, mostly on the
eastern and central
Mediterranean routes,
whereas there was an
unprecedented upsurge on the
western Mediterranean route.
While overall the number of
asylum applications registered
in 2017 dropped, some
countries still noted
considerable increases. Syria
(15 percent), Iraq (7 percent)
and Afghanistan (7 percent)
remained the top three
countries of origin of
applicants in the EU. These
were followed by Nigeria,
Pakistan, Eritrea, Albania,
Bangladesh, Guinea and Iran.
Despite Portugal’s high
rejection rate for asylum
seekers, the country welcomed
close to 47,000 foreigners
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Summer off to a cloudy start

Cars, gadgets dearer in Portugal, country still
cheap

Portugal has Europe’s second highest prices for electronic
equipment and the third highest for private transport in the EU, but
overall prices were still below the European average. Cars and bikes
also remained expensive, with Portugal third behind Denmark and
the Netherlands. According to Eurostat, prices here were around 85
percent of those practised in the EU.

Rock in Rio Lisboa expects double foreign
visitors

The Rock in Rio Lisbon mega music event starts this weekend.
Tickets for one of the dates, 24 June, when Bruno Mars will be
headlining, have already sold out. According to chief spokeswoman
for the event Roberta Medina, tickets have sold in over eighty countries
and this year, double the amount of foreigners are expect at the event,
the majority from Spain and the UK. The event, which is held every two
years, takes place this weekend and again next Friday and Saturday.

Police say IT problems have not affected
operations

PSP police have said that the lack of updates to computer software
has not affected law enforcement. This comes after police union
officials said that a failure to update software has started to cause
problems when accessing the information service used by police. The
system is used to log daily operations, including call outs and the arrest
of suspects, and according to police unions, should have been updated
months ago and has been giving officers problems in recent weeks.
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Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: The capital will
experience mild to warm
weather in the coming days, with
the Met Office saying there will be
a 30 percent chance of scattered
rain showers this weekend.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: The Algarve will
be considerably drier in the
coming days, with stable weather
conditions seeing the Mercury

fluctuate from around 15
degrees Celsius at night to highs
of just under 30 degrees.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern
Portugal will be slightly cooler
than the remainder of the
country. It should remain dry for
most parts, with highs not
forecast to exceed the 25-
degree mark.

the Union’s borders, including
the country’s non-habitual
residence scheme, which
offers EU nationals an
extremely favourable fiscal
regime.
Related figures have
meanwhile shown that
Portugal continued to see its
population shrink last year,
albeit at a slower pace than in
previous years, as migrants
offset the drop, according to
the National Statistics Institute

(INE) estimates, which point to
a total of 10,291,027 residents,
down by 18,546 compared to
2016.
The result translates into a
negative growth rate of 0.18
percent, “continuing the
downward trend of population
growth.”
INE said the slowing of the
population decrease was due
to a positive migratory balance
(which was up 4,886), after six
years of negative growth.

“It is necessary to go back to
2010 to find a positive
migratory balance,” a source
from INE told Lusa News
Agency.
The natural balance (deaths
and births) remained negative
(minus 23,432), close to that of
2016 (minus 23,409).
The average age of the
resident population in Portugal
in 2017 was 44.2 years, having
increased by about 3.1 years in
the last 10 years.
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Portugal ranks second in EU on ambition to
achieve climate goals

Faro to invest €1.4m in
green spaces
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The two interventions were
recently revealed by Faro
Town Hall, which said the
goal is to subject both spots
to “profound overhauls”, as
they are currently “rather
aged and degraded”.

The projects will include

trees, paths, illumination,
and urban furniture, and
are expected to start
towards the end of next
year and be completed by
the end of 2020 or 2021,
according to Faro Mayor
Rogério Bacalhau.

Portugal has been placed second among European countries in a ranking on ambition about targets and measures to
comply with the Paris Agreement on climate change.

According to the
study presented
by the European
Climate Action

Network, only Sweden
fares better than Portugal
on the list. The worst
performers identified by
researchers were Ireland
and Poland due to their
positions on climate
change both on a domestic
and a global level.
According to researchers,

the majority of European
Union (EU) Member States
“are failing to achieve the
targets of the Paris
Agreement and Portugal is
among the few countries
that have called for more
ambitious energy and
climate targets and
policies, such as reducing
greenhouse gas
emissions,” according to
the study presented by the
European Climate Action

Network (CAN-Europe).
The report, ‘Off target:
Ranking of EU countries’
ambition and progress in
fighting climate change’,
assesses both the role that
Member States play in
setting ambitious climate
and energy targets and
policies, and what
progress they are making
in reducing carbon
emissions and promoting
renewable energy and

energy efficiency at home.
The report shows that no
single EU country is
performing sufficiently in
both showing ambition and
making progress in
reducing carbon
emissions. For this reason,
the top position of the
ranking is unoccupied.
The five EU countries that
score the highest are
Sweden (77 percent of the
points), Portugal (66
percent), France (65
percent), the Netherlands
(58 percent) and
Luxembourg (56 percent),
thanks to the fact that they
are advocating more
ambitious climate targets
at EU level. At the same
time, it is clear they still
have to do much more to
reduce emissions and
promote renewable energy
and energy efficiency at
home.
Aside from this group, a
vast majority of Member
States scores less than half
of the possible points,
which shows they are not
progressing fast enough
towards the Paris
Agreement goals. The
ranking exposes Denmark
(49 percent of the points),
Germany (45 percent), the
UK (37 percent) and
Belgium (35 percent) for no
longer being at the
forefront in the fight against
climate change and
aiming rather low despite

their relative wealth.
Estonia (24 percent),
Ireland (21 percent) and
Poland (16 percent) rank
lowest because of their
stiff opposition to climate
action nationally and in
the EU.
Wendel Trio, Director of
CAN Europe said:
“Sweden, Portugal,
France, the Netherlands
and Luxembourg score
highly because they
recognise the importance
of ensuring that EU
climate policy is ‘Paris
Agreement-proof’. The
lack of willingness to act
on climate among all
other Member States is
underwhelming. While all
EU countries signed up to
the Paris Agreement,

most are failing to work
towards delivering on its
objectives. Countries
urgently need to improve
their ranking by speaking
out and acting in favour of
more ambitious climate
and energy policies and
targets domestically and
at EU-level.”
Portugal’s Francisco
Ferreira, President of
ZERO said: “It is great that
Portugal is a frontrunner
in climate ambition, which
is aligned with the carbon
neutrality goal to be
achieved by 2050. The
only drawback of this
climate performance is
the intention to start oil
and gas drilling in
onshore and offshore
concessions.”


