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A man who made
headlines after forcing a
flightto divert to the Algarve
due to his “unbearable
body odour”, has died in
Faro hospital.

Top Shops >P10

\'A o

A survey of product prices
at the country’s leading
supermarket chains has
found that Jumbo is the
cheapest.

Timber Tragedy »>P14

ot |

A new investigation
accuses Portugal of being
a European gateway for
illegal Congo timber.

WEATHER >P3
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Portuguese winger Quaresma

N \e notched up one of the goals
W of the tournament in his team's \§
~ 1-1 draw with Iran on Monday.
. Portugal now face Uruguay on

~ Violence at airports as passenger numbers soar,
along with over-bookings and cancellations
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Goats ‘better than machines’
at clearing land to prevent

fires - study

A pilot project in Santa Maria da Feira, in northern Portugal,
to see how the grazing of livestock can help in clearing
vegetation from forest land has shown that, in three months,
26 goats ranging over almost half a hectare can eliminate
more than 12 tons of brush and rough vegetation.

The experiment was led by
agricultural engineer Ana
Catarina Fontes, who over 90
days monitored the effect of the
animals’ grazing on vegetation on
an overgrown council-owned plot
measuring 4,042 square metres
in Fides.

Using on-site measurements
and also images gathered on a
weekly basis by drones, she aimed
to “identify how much combustible
material these 26 goat sappers
managed to consume in three
months”. The conclusion was that
“they made disappear more than
12 tons of brush that, at the start of
the process, was around 1.7
metres high”.

Fontes now proposes to share
the data obtained with public and
private entities “to make them
aware of the fact that itis not so
very expensive to keep a plot clear
if, after the initial intervention with
machinery, the subsequent
maintenance is done resorting to
herds of goats” or other livestock.

Under the name ‘Back to
Basics’, the agricultural engineer
aims to apply the study’s results to
set up her own land-clearing
business using grazing animals.

“I’'m not creating anything new,”
she pointed out. “But this method
had been forgotten and it has
been demonstrated that it is
economically more viable than
clearing [land] using machines,
which for one hectare of land can
cost 1,500 to 2,000 euros every six
months.”

There are also social benefits,
she argues: “There was great
acceptance from the community
in general for the introduction of
animals on the plots assessed
and we concluded that people
consider this method more
pleasant, compared with the
regular use of machines”.

The goats spent their nights in a
shelter created for the purpose in
an abandoned factory on the plot,
and during the day they were left
free to wander around the area,
eating brambles, gorse and ferns.
They started with the leaves and
then moved on the stalks and then
the main stems, leaving only
young ferns because of their “high
level of toxicity”.

The fact that these ferns are left
behind is not an issue for forest
management, Fontes said, given
that the species “has a humidity
rate of the order of 80% and that
also represents security against
fires and more protection for the
soil”.

As well as the vegetation on site,
the 26 goats received additional
feed over the 90 days. Compared
with a control group, those that
grazed the plot showed significant
weight gains over the period,
while their droppings helped
enrich the soil.

According to Emidio Sousa,
mayor of Feira, the council may yet
use the services of Fontes’s future
company for other, similar work, or
call on other enterprises to use a
similar approach. TPN/Lusa

27 ’f

President ‘meets obj

Portugal’s president, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, left \
Trump, on an official visit that “met its objectives” wi

arcelo Rebelo de
Sousa met the
president of the USA
in the early afternoon
(evening in Portugal) and
they spoke to the press in the
Oval Office for 15 minutes before
having a private conversation

followed by a wider bilateral
meeting.

The Portuguese president said
afterwards that the “meeting met
its objectives” which meant a
“positive and even warm
recognition of a 242-year-old
relationship” and of a “powerful

Zoomarine
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ectives’ at Trump meeting

st

(Portuguese descendent)
community” and important
bilateral relationships in the
fields of defence and energy.

In turn, Donald Trump sent the
following message on Twitter at
the end of the day: “Today, it was
my great honor to welcome

g

President Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa of Portugal to the
@WhiteHouse!”

The Portuguese president told
reporters regarding immigration
that Portugal stands with the
European Union in that there are
few points in common with the

Vashington on Thursday, where he had met his US counterpart, Donald
h express differences and a conversation about Cristiano Ronaldo.

US President Donald J. Trump
meets with President of Portugal
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa in the
Oval Office at the White House in
Washington, DC, USA. (Photo:
EPA/Alex Edelman / Pool)

United States.

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa also
seemed to disagree with Trump
on the need for strong borders
and later confirmed that this was
one of the very divergent
positions expressed at the
meeting. TPN/Lusa

&) News in Brief

Portugal has one of world’s most costly bridges

Portugal has one of the world’s bridges that was most expensive to
build. Online portal LoveMoney made an assessment of the bridges that
cost the most and took the longest to build, and a Portuguese bridge was
among them. Lisbon’s Vasco da Gama Bridge came in in 19th place, at
€1.46 billion; the most expansive and longest bridge in the world is the
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge, which cost €17 billion to build.

Portimao announces SharkRace

On 4 August the Algarve city of Portimao will be holding a SharkRace.
The eventinvolves an 8 kilometre run or a 4 kilometre walk, along the
beach, at night, with participants lighting the way with torches.
European cross-country champion Paulo Guerra will be taking part in
the SharkRace, which starts by Portimao marina, and ends with a live
DJ set and party on the beach.

Vale do Lobo road to reopen for summer

A stretch of road between the Floresta restaurant and the Vale do
Lobo roundabout in Almancil will re-open to traffic “until the end of
June” to avoid hindering restaurant business there. The road is
currently is under construction but works are not “fully completed”. This
work is part of the general rehabilitation of the existing road, between
the Municipal Highway (EM) 527-2 (Almancil-Quarteira road) and the
VNC 522 (Vale do Lobo-Quinta do Lago road. The estimated value of
the total work is about 2.1 million euros.

Spanish tourist injured after falling at Algar Seco

A Spanish tourist has been injured after falling on the rocks around
the Algar Seco cliff formation in Carvoeiro, Lagoa. The incident
happened on Sunday morning. The 52-year-old man was assisted on
the spot by INEM emergency medics and the lifeguard, and rushed to
Portimao hospital with suspected cracked ribs.

WEATHER

Rainy end to June

The above average rainfall figures for June are going to be
given an extra boost, with showers forecast across the
country for this weekend. Northern parts will see rain last

well into next week.

Lisbon: The last rains of June
will start falling this Friday in the
Portuguese capital, with
scattered showers expected to
last into Monday.

The South: Some heavy
showers are expected Friday
evening into Saturday morning
before clearing up in the Algarve.
Thermometers will reach
maximums of 25 degrees

Celsius over the weekend, before
gradually climbing to around 30
by the middle of next week.

The North: Northern
Portugal will see the odd shower
for much of the coming week,
with the Met Office predicting
rain on most days. Highs are
also not expected to exceed 25
degrees on any day in the
coming week.
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Front Page Story

Airport worker assaults rise @ oo

Groundstaff representatives at Lisbon’s Humberto Delgado International Airport
have this week expressed ‘grave concern’ at the rising number of workers being
subjected to verbal abuse and physical attacks by disgruntled passengers.

perators have
directed blame
at airlines for
passengers

~ Passengers queue as

~ Lisbon’s Airport which'continues to see .
passenger numbers grow.at a record pace.

lashing out at groundstaff,

due to last-minute
cancellations or over-
bookings.

(Photo: Miguel A. Lopes/Lusa) R

Groundforce Portugal,

which operates many of the
services at Lisbon’s airport,
said in a statement earlier

il

in the week that “we can
confirm an increase in
attacks of our workers at
Lisbon airport and we are

.- . :\\\ -. A

Passengers furious after TAP cancels flights ‘without warning'’

National airline TAP has, in recent days, infuriated passengers after cancelling a number flights,
reportedly with little to no warning.

OnSunday, TAP
cancelled two morning
flights from Lisbon to
Barcelona, citing
“operational reasons” for the
eleventh hour cancellation.

Passengers, some of
whom were stranded in
Barcelona and forced to
rebook return flights with
other airlines, have
criticised TAP for alack of
information regarding the
situation.

More recently, on
Tuesday the airline

cancelled two of its daily
flights from Funchal,
Madeira, to the mainland,
which led to the island’s
regional vice-president
accusing TAP of
“abandoning passengers”
and deeming the situation
“regrettable”.

Pedro Calado told
journalists it seems TAP is
“cancelling flights last
minute, without warning
passengers, who are
practically abandoned in
airports (...)”

Tuesday morning’s flights
from Madeira - one to Porto
and one to Lisbon - were
cancelled after the aircraft
failed to make the outbound
leg the night before, which
TAP, again, said was due to
“operational reasons”.

The planes were meant to
overnight on the island
before flying back the next
day, but never departed.

Passengers also bemoan
a “lack of support” from the
airline in the wake of the
cancellations, with some

/“00
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claiming that, with the
exception of airport food
vouchers, they are left to
fend for themselves.

Others alleged they
understood the ‘operational
reasons’ causing the
cancellations was due to a
“shortage of cabin crew”.

This weekend it emerged
complaints within the
national tourism sector have
risen by 78 percent, the vast
majority because of
cancelled and delayed
flights.

providing all the necessary
support to them while also
looking at implementing
measures to avoid that
these attacks continue.”

Groundforce added that
it has already met with
airport operator ANA,
aviation association ANAC
and PSP police in order to
find solutions to the
problem.

Airport and airline worker
union SITAVA meanwhile
said it was aware of more
than a “dozen episodes” of
workers being assaulted
since the beginning of the
year.

Union leader Fernando
Henriques said that one of
the major headaches
faced by groundstaff is the
overbooking of seats by
airlines, which in “99
percent of the cases
involve TAP”.

The situation is
becoming “increasingly
complicated”, says
Fernando Henriques,
adding that “workers are
scared of going to work,
fearing that they may too be
the victims of an assault”,
especially when they are
aware that they will be
dealing with irate
passengers who have
been told they are unable
tofly.

The union has requested
reinforcement of policing
at departure gates, while
creating a black list of
passengers who have
assaulted staff, blocking
them from flying.

Just this past weekend
alone, there were three
cases of assault, two on
Sunday, when 40 flights
were cancelled.

In one incident, a female
worker was taken to
hospital and placed on
psychological leave after
falling as she was shoved
against a door by a
disgruntled passenger.

PSP police and SEF
immigration police have
also been handed
additional responsibilities
in recent weeks.

Following a series of
escape attempts, some
successful, by passengers
arriving from Morocco
shortly after landing at
Lisbon airport from
destinations such as
Casablanca, passenger
coaches ferrying
passengers from planes to
the airport building are now
escorted by police vehicles.
Additional checks have
been implemented by SEF
officials prior to passengers
arriving at passport control.

There has also been a
dramatic increase in overall
passenger numbers, with
Lisbon airport leading the
growth.

According to figures
released this week by
Portugal Statistics (INE), the
capital’s airport
experienced growth of
almost 16 percent during
the first quarter of this year,
with passengers rising by
more than almost a million,
to six million, over the 90
days in question.

Overall, Lisbon airport
accounted for 56.8 percent
of the number of
passengers transported in
the first quarter of this year,
while the Porto airport
registered movements of
2.4 million (an additional 12
percent).

Faro Airport saw
numbers stay unchanged
at just over 900,000
passengers.
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