
Taxman defers ViaCTT fines as taxpayers
receive ‘surprise’ penalty for not signing up

WEATHER      WEATHER      WEATHER      WEATHER      WEATHER        ¾  ¾  ¾  ¾  ¾P3P3P3P3P3

Oil injuction            Oil injuction            Oil injuction            Oil injuction            Oil injuction            ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP88888

An injunction filed against
oil drilling off the south-
western coast of the
Algarve has been approved
by a Loulé court.

Barc laycardBarclaycardBarclaycardBarclaycardBarclaycard
Warning                 Warning                 Warning                 Warning                 Warning                 ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1717171717

Expats in Portugal with
Barclaycard credit cards
are being contacted to
provide proof of their
current UK address, or face
their account being closed.
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Favoured               Favoured               Favoured               Favoured               Favoured               ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP2020202020

Lisbon council and pop
queen Madonna have
reached an agreement
over seven private parking
spaces near her new home
at a discount cost of €720 a
month.
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News

Portugal best EuropBill for immediate ban on
bullfights debated in
Parliament

Portugal has once
again beaten off stiff
competition as it was
this week named
“Europe’s Leading
Destination”, whilst
Turismo de Portugal
was voted “Europe’s
Leading Tourist
Board”. Madeira was
meanwhile named
“Europe’s Leading
Island Destination”.

People-Animals-Nature (PAN), a political party with aPeople-Animals-Nature (PAN), a political party with aPeople-Animals-Nature (PAN), a political party with aPeople-Animals-Nature (PAN), a political party with aPeople-Animals-Nature (PAN), a political party with a
single deputy in Portugal’s parliament, has submitted a billsingle deputy in Portugal’s parliament, has submitted a billsingle deputy in Portugal’s parliament, has submitted a billsingle deputy in Portugal’s parliament, has submitted a billsingle deputy in Portugal’s parliament, has submitted a bill
to ban all bullfighting in the country that is to be debatedto ban all bullfighting in the country that is to be debatedto ban all bullfighting in the country that is to be debatedto ban all bullfighting in the country that is to be debatedto ban all bullfighting in the country that is to be debated
on Friday and which fans of the spectacle dismiss ason Friday and which fans of the spectacle dismiss ason Friday and which fans of the spectacle dismiss ason Friday and which fans of the spectacle dismiss ason Friday and which fans of the spectacle dismiss as
showing preconceptions and mainly aimed at garneringshowing preconceptions and mainly aimed at garneringshowing preconceptions and mainly aimed at garneringshowing preconceptions and mainly aimed at garneringshowing preconceptions and mainly aimed at garnering
public attention.public attention.public attention.public attention.public attention.

The bill, which has just three
clauses, summarises its objective
as follows: abolish bullfights,
revoke all laws that go against that
principle, publish the law and let it
take immediate effect.

PAN’s only MP, André Silva,
told Lusa News Agency that
ending bullfighting “is the
general feeling of Portuguese
society, what is felt on the street,
what is felt on social media.”

The degree of rejection of
bullfighting, he said, is
“enormous because this
spectacle is based on torture”. As
an “developed and progressive
society and country”, he argued,
“we are ready to reject [the idea
that] mutilating and tearing the
flesh of an animal, making him
spit blood, is a cultural tradition.”

For bullfighting aficionados,
the association Prótoiro accuses
PAN of a “desperate attempt to
gain visibility” and generate
“media folklore” with a bill behind
which is a “demagogic and
antidemocratic” intention.

In comments to Lusa, the
association’s executive
president, Helder Milheiro, cited
the country’s Constitution as
guaranteeing the “right to
culture” for all citizens, arguing
that this may not be restricted by
“ideological criteria”. It is, he
argued, “antidemocratic for any
organ of the state to prohibit
access to culture.”

Silva, for his part, counters that
the essence of bullfighting is
“suffering and death”, and that this
does not become acceptable just
because “it is done in an arena with
a matador covered in sequins”.

In addition, he said, “it makes
no sense and is unacceptable”
that public funds go into
bullfighting - a spectacle he said
is “disguised as a cultural activity”
- to the tune of what PAN
estimates is between €16 million
and €20 million a year, including
the indirect subsidy from the live
transmission of major bullfights
by public television broadcaster
RTP. If there are so many
bullfighting aficionados, he said,
“why is there a need for subsidies
to ... repair bullrings, why are
there local councils buying
tickets to offer their citizens
because without that the arenas
would not fill up?”

Milheiro dismissed the
quantities involved as “ridiculous
and insignificant”, saying that the
sector does not rely on them to
survive.

Silva told Lusa he expects the
Communist Party, Greens and
People’s Party to vote against the
PAN bill, but that the Left Bloc
(BE) will support it, while the
governing Socialist Party and
main opposition Social
Democratic Party should give
their MPs a free vote on the issue.

TPN/Lusa

Portuguese municipality with
most awarded hotels.
Other major awards won by
Portugal include Europe’s
Leading Tourism Development
Project 2018: Passadiços do
Paiva; Europe’s Leading
Adventure Tourist Attraction

In total, Portugal received 36
awards at the annual World
Travel Awards Europe Gala
Ceremony which took place

on Saturday in Athens, Greece.
Known as the Oscars of
Tourism, these awards are often
seen as a tool to predict future
increases in tourists, with the
2018 awards once again
highlighting Portugal as one of
the best travel destinations in the
world and the best in Europe.
TAP Air Portugal, which is also
investing heavily in fleet and
service upgrades, was named
“Europe’s Leading Airline to
Africa”.
Hotels in the Algarve
meanwhile received eight
awards at the 2018 World
Travel Awards European Gala.
The Ria Park Hotel & Spa was
the most outstanding unit, with
two European prizes collected.
Other winners included Vila
Joya, Conrad Algarve, Quinta do
Lago Hotel, Vila Vita Parc,
Monte Santo Resort and the
Dunas Douradas Beach Club.
Loulé was overall, the
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WEATHER

Looks like summer may finally
be arriving

pean travel destination
Air Travel complaints up 35 percent

The number of air travel complaints in Portugal rose by 35 percent
last year to just under 11,000. According to the National Civil Aviation
Agency, the main reasons for complaints were flight delays,
cancellations and lost or damaged luggage. TAP Air Portugal led the
overall complaints list. The national flag carrier was responsible for
6,000 complaints, which is up 50 percent on 2016. SATA Air Açores,
was next with 1,000 complaints, followed by Lisbon’s Humberto
Delgado Airport.

Portuguese woman appointed top role in
UNICEF

A Portuguese woman has been appointed for a top role within
UNICEF. 48-year-old Catarina Albuquerque is the first CEO of the
UN’s ‘Sanitation and Water for All’ programme, the highest role ever
filled by a Portuguese national within the institution. Albuquerque,
who has a major in law, will be moving to New York for the role later
this summer.

Last month was second rainiest June in last 18
years

Last month was the second rainiest June in the last 18 years.
However, the results were considered normal by the national Met
Office. According to the Met Office, the rainiest June on record was in
2007. The average temperature last month was of around 25 degrees
Celsius, which the Met Office did say was lower than normal, and a
cold snap was registered between 1 and 13 June.

After unseasonal rain last weekend and a few almost-hotAfter unseasonal rain last weekend and a few almost-hotAfter unseasonal rain last weekend and a few almost-hotAfter unseasonal rain last weekend and a few almost-hotAfter unseasonal rain last weekend and a few almost-hot
days this week, summer proper seems to finally be on itsdays this week, summer proper seems to finally be on itsdays this week, summer proper seems to finally be on itsdays this week, summer proper seems to finally be on itsdays this week, summer proper seems to finally be on its
way, with the skies set to clear and thermometers forecastway, with the skies set to clear and thermometers forecastway, with the skies set to clear and thermometers forecastway, with the skies set to clear and thermometers forecastway, with the skies set to clear and thermometers forecast
to soar this weekend.to soar this weekend.to soar this weekend.to soar this weekend.to soar this weekend.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Plenty of sun and a
few scattered clouds are what
Lisbon can look forward to this
weekend, with thermometers
forecast to peak at 31 degrees
by the start of the new week.

South: South: South: South: South: Clear blue skies and
undiluted sunshine are on the
cards for the Algarve for the
foreseeable future, with
temperatures expected to sit

consistently at around 30
degrees, hinting that summer
may have finally arrived for
good.

North: North: North: North: North: Even the north can look
forward to a taste of summer,
with temperatures forecast to
start rising towards the mid-20’s
in coming days, although it will
stay rather cloudy at least until the
end of next week.

2018: Passadiços do Paiva;
Europe’s Leading City
Destination 2018: Lisbon,
Portugal; Europe’s Leading
Cruise Port 2018: Lisbon Cruise
Port, Portugal; Europe’s
Leading Airline to Africa 2018:
TAP Air Portugal and Europe’s

Leading Airline to South
America 2018: TAP Air Portugal.
The ceremony evening marked
the second leg of the WTA Grand
Tour 2018 – a series of regional
events to acknowledge the
world’s outstanding travel brands.
The tour began in April with

here celebrating a host of awards won at the ‘Oscars of Tourism’, including Best Destination on Sunday evening inhere celebrating a host of awards won at the ‘Oscars of Tourism’, including Best Destination on Sunday evening inhere celebrating a host of awards won at the ‘Oscars of Tourism’, including Best Destination on Sunday evening inhere celebrating a host of awards won at the ‘Oscars of Tourism’, including Best Destination on Sunday evening inhere celebrating a host of awards won at the ‘Oscars of Tourism’, including Best Destination on Sunday evening in

WTA’s Middle East Gala
Ceremony in Ras al Khaimah,
United Arab Emirates.
WTA is also staging ceremonies
in Hong Kong, Montego Bay
(Jamaica), Guayaquil (Ecuador),
Durban (South Africa) and
Lisbon (Portugal).
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Taxman defers ViaCTT fines, days after thousands of
taxpayers receive ‘surprise’ penalty for not signing up
Scores of tax payers across Portugal will have opened their letter boxes in recent days to find fines
from the Autoridade Tributária (Tax Authority), conveyed as an “administrative infringement
proceeding”, for failing to sign up to the ViaCTT communication service which has apparently  been a
somewhat obscure compulsory requirement since 2012.

CARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEY
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Finance Minister Mário Centeno pictured here earlier this year as he unveils a mobile application and a newFinance Minister Mário Centeno pictured here earlier this year as he unveils a mobile application and a newFinance Minister Mário Centeno pictured here earlier this year as he unveils a mobile application and a newFinance Minister Mário Centeno pictured here earlier this year as he unveils a mobile application and a newFinance Minister Mário Centeno pictured here earlier this year as he unveils a mobile application and a new
direct debit system intended to simplify dealings with the taxman. (Photo: Lusa/António Pedro Santos)direct debit system intended to simplify dealings with the taxman. (Photo: Lusa/António Pedro Santos)direct debit system intended to simplify dealings with the taxman. (Photo: Lusa/António Pedro Santos)direct debit system intended to simplify dealings with the taxman. (Photo: Lusa/António Pedro Santos)direct debit system intended to simplify dealings with the taxman. (Photo: Lusa/António Pedro Santos)

Many of the recipients
will have rushed to
their local Finanças
branch to regularise

the situation, only to see the fine
“suspended” little over 24 hours
after it made headlines.
A piece by newspaper
Observador, published on
Monday, stated tens of
thousands of taxpayers had
received the letter in recent days.
The report went on to say that
“dozens of taxpayers” hit out at the
penalty, with many “guaranteeing
that they were never given
information on the need to make
such registration nor to

communicate it to the tax office”.
They were given 10 days from
receiving the fine to pay it and sign
up to ViaCTT, with fines ranging
from €50 to €250, plus procedural
costs.
Since 2012, taxpayers under IRC
or periodic VAT payment regimes
(loosely companies, associations
and independent workers on
‘green receipts’ in a certain
bracket) have had a month after
entering these regimes to sign up
to ViaCTT. But many are adamant
they were never informed of this
requirement.
However, a day after the fines hit
headlines – and after many

people had already scrambled to
pay up and sign up – the
Autoridade Tributária (AT)
announced on Tuesday that it had
decided to “suspend” the fine.
In a statement, the AT said the
process “should not be the
subject of any decision until an
evaluation is completed and new
guidelines are issued”.
Expat taxpayer Abi Davies, who
was among the reported
thousands to receive the fine,
said: “When I went self employed
two months ago I wasn’t told
anything about this by
the Finanças. I didn’t even know
what it was until I had the fine

come through the post and had
to try and find out and understand
what I was actually being fined
for; even then I still wasn’t 100
percent clear until some friends
helped me out”.
Miss Davies, 20, who lives in
Cumeada, Silves, added: “I find it
completely unfair considering
that you either pay and can’t
complain or get your money
back; or you choose to complain
and protest, delaying your
payment of the fine and risk the
chance of having to pay the
maximum amount of the fine.
Which at the time (considering
we found out that it has been in
place since 2012) it seemed like
you would have to pay even if you
decided to complain and
protest”.
She stressed: “I feel that this is
really unfair, especially since
there was nothing said about it
until there was suddenly this
large fine that you had to pay or
else it would just increase.
“If I had known I needed this
ViaCTT electronic mailbox
beforehand, I would have happily
sorted it out without the need of
the fine”.
The government has yet to
address whether those who have
already paid the fine will be
reimbursed.
In the wake of the news, the AT had
initially conceded that exemption
from payment of the fine could be
granted if registration was
regularised and a “diminished
degree of culpability” verified,
before suspending it altogether
shortly afterwards.
Contacted by Observador, the
Ministry of Finance conveyed an
explanation on behalf of the Tax
Authority (AT), saying that “since
the entry into force of the State
Budget Law for 2012, the
electronic CTT mailbox had

become mandatory for a group of
taxpayers (IRC and VAT taxable
persons included under the
normal regime, under article 19
of the General Tax Law), and the
public electronic mail service is
operated by CTT”.
The source assured that “the Tax
Authority, prior to the introduction
of the anti-administrative
proceedings, sent e-mails to the
taxpayers, informing them about
the compulsory adhesion to the
electronic mailbox”.
But it was not clear from the
clarification exactly how many
taxpayers were duly notified,
Observador commented.
Nor is it currently known exactly
how many people paid the fine
before it was deferred.
ViaCTT is, according to the CTT
website, a “safe and reliable
electronic mail box, available via
a secure Internet portal, which
allows the reception of mail in
digital format”.
The service is “complementary to
physical mailboxes (traditional
mail)” and “does not have any cost
to the recipients”.
CTT are responsible for
managing this electronic mail
service, and “have the
responsibility of linking the
issuing entities and recipients,
assuming, in the electronic world,
the same role as  traditional mail”,
the site elaborates.
IRC taxpayers (companies,
public entities, IPSS and
associations) and taxable
persons included under the
normal VAT regime (who submit
periodic VAT returns monthly or
quarterly) are, since 2012,
obliged to join Via CTT and to
activate electronic notifications.
It became mandatory in these
cases to register and activate
electronic mailboxes within 30
days or be subject to a fine.
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