
Nationality law revised to ease application for
Portuguese citizenship
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President Marcelo Rebelo
de Sousa has promulgated
a temporary suspension on
evictions as rents skyrocket
and housing stock falls.

Bike arrests            Bike arrests            Bike arrests            Bike arrests            Bike arrests            ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP66666

More than 40 people were
arrested in a wide-scale
police operation targeting
members of the Hells
Angels bikers’ group in
Portugal.

Ship sight              Ship sight              Ship sight              Ship sight              Ship sight              ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1212121212

The world’s largest
residential ship sailed into
Lisbon’s Santa Apolónia
cruise port on Monday
morning.
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Foreign children Portuguese after two 

Visa-exempt trave

New legislation published over the weekend has
greatly facilitated the process and
requirements for foreign nationals to acquire
Portuguese nationality. One of the key changes
centres around foreign children, who can now
apply for a Portuguese passport after only two
years of residing in the country, while adults will
need to be resident for five years.

The revised
legislation,
which is among
the most

favourable of Western
countries in terms of
acquiring citizenship, came
into force last Friday.
These alterations have
resulted in foreign children
who have lived here for two
years now being considered
Portuguese - unless they
declare they do not want
Portuguese nationality.
However, these children would
still have to follow the standard
procedure of registering as
Portuguese citizens before
being handed their Citizen’s
Card or Portuguese passport.
The legislation, which has now
undergone its eighth legislative
reform since being introduced
in 1981, also says that
foreigners who have lived in
Portugal for five years can also
apply for Portuguese
nationality.
Foreign children who are born
in Portugal will also qualify for
citizenship. The only
requirements are that one of
the parents has been living in
Portugal for at least five years,
(even if they have done so
illegally) and that the child has
completed either primary or

secondary schooling in
the country.
Another alteration will
see parents now allowed
to acquire Portuguese
nationality via their

children. Once more, they will
need to provide proof that they
have resided in Portugal for at
least five years, but are not
required to have done so
legally.
However, any applicant who has
been sentenced to three years
imprisonment will not be able to
acquire citizenship, while
residents from Portuguese-
speaking countries will no
longer be required to complete
a language proficiency test.
This comes as the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD)
announced that the number of
foreign residents arriving in
Portugal has climbed to its
highest figure since 2010.
Latest available figures reveal
that 47,000 foreigners arrived in
Portugal in 2016, which is up by
24 percent in relation to the
previous year.
According to the OECD, just
under 400,000 foreigners
resided in Portugal in 2016.
The organisation further
explained that more than half the
increase in foreign residents is

due to the arrival of EU nationals,
which has soared 40 percent in
the space of just two years.
France was responsible for the
most arrivals in 2016 from
within in the EU, followed by Italy
and the United Kingdom, which
the OECD says is largely the
result of Portugal’s favourable
tax regime for non-habitual
residents.
The OECD meanwhile also
revealed that 29,000 foreigners
were granted Portuguese
citizenship in 2016, which is up by
more than 30 percent on 2015.

Non-EU nationals exempt from visaNon-EU nationals exempt from visaNon-EU nationals exempt from visaNon-EU nationals exempt from visaNon-EU nationals exempt from visa
backed by the European Parliamebacked by the European Parliamebacked by the European Parliamebacked by the European Parliamebacked by the European Parliame

The new European Travel
Information and Authorisation
System (ETIAS), which should
be operational in 2021, will allow
for advanced checks on visa-free
travellers and those considered
to pose a security, irregular
migration or epidemic risk will
be denied access.

Nationals of the more than 60

A group of immigrants pictured here earlier this year outside Parliament callinA group of immigrants pictured here earlier this year outside Parliament callinA group of immigrants pictured here earlier this year outside Parliament callinA group of immigrants pictured here earlier this year outside Parliament callinA group of immigrants pictured here earlier this year outside Parliament callin
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Fuel prices rise again
The cost of refuelling at the nation’s forecourts has increased once

again. Following nominal price hikes last week, both diesel and
unleaded went up again as a result of rising oil prices. Increases were
kept to one cent a litre for both fuels, as the euro has strengthened against
the dollar in recent days. Unleaded fuel has risen to a list price of €1.58
per litre, while diesel now has a reference cost of just under €1.37 a litre.

Woman arrested for stabbing boyfriend
A 24-year-old woman has been arrested after stabbing her boyfriend

in the chest, in Albufeira, during the early hours of Saturday morning. In a
statement PJ police said the stabbing occurred following an argument,
and the woman stabbed the 32-year-old man in the thorax. They said
the man avoided death as the knife missed the heart.

Carvoeiro lighthouse open to visits
Carvoeiro’s Alfazina lighthouse will be open to the public from now

until the end of August, from Tuesday to Sunday, from 2.30pm until
6.30pm. The visits are possible thanks to a group of young volunteers,
aged 16 to 30. The youngsters are overseeing visits as part of a project
to bridge the gap between volunteering and culture, which includes
similar initiatives in other activities and points of interest.

Pod of around 3,000 dolphins spotted 40kms
off Portugal’s coast

A pod of around 3,000 dolphins has been spotted some 40 kilometres
off the Portuguese coast. It is the biggest group of dolphins ever spotted
in this part of the world by the Bottlenose Dolphin Research Institute.
The sighting was made as institute researchers were sailing the Rias
Baixas, near Vigo, in Galicia, last Thursday. According to the institute’s
Facebook page, the sighting was a surprise as pods this big are only
normally seen off the coasts of California and South Africa.

Mild week ahead
After a hot start to the week, temperatures have startedAfter a hot start to the week, temperatures have startedAfter a hot start to the week, temperatures have startedAfter a hot start to the week, temperatures have startedAfter a hot start to the week, temperatures have started
dropping to levels slightly below seasonal averages. Nextdropping to levels slightly below seasonal averages. Nextdropping to levels slightly below seasonal averages. Nextdropping to levels slightly below seasonal averages. Nextdropping to levels slightly below seasonal averages. Next
week will also see rain in the northern half of the country.week will also see rain in the northern half of the country.week will also see rain in the northern half of the country.week will also see rain in the northern half of the country.week will also see rain in the northern half of the country.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: The capital will be
considerably cooler this
weekend, with scattered showers
forecast for Sunday. Highs are not
expected to exceed 25 degrees in
the coming week.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: While southern
Portugal should escape the rain
predicted across most parts this

weekend, blustery conditions are
expected from Sunday to next
Wednesday, while the Mercury
will not top 30 degrees Celsius.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Northern Portugal
will be cool to mild, with highs in
the region of 23 degrees. There
will also be showers from
Sunday to Monday.

years

ellers to EU to be pre-screened
a requirements will have to get an authorisation before travelling to the EU, under new rulesa requirements will have to get an authorisation before travelling to the EU, under new rulesa requirements will have to get an authorisation before travelling to the EU, under new rulesa requirements will have to get an authorisation before travelling to the EU, under new rulesa requirements will have to get an authorisation before travelling to the EU, under new rules
nt.nt.nt.nt.nt.

countries and
territories exempt from visa
requirements to enter the EU
will have to fill in an electronic
form prior to their intended
travel with their personal data
(including name, date and
place of birth, sex and
nationality), travel document
information (validity, country of

issue), home address and
contact information, and the
European country of first
intended entry.

The travel authorisation will
cost 7 euros - free for travellers
under 18 and those over 70
years of age-, and it will be valid
for three years, or until the travel
document expires.

The Regulation was passed
with 494 votes in favour, 115
against and 30 abstentions.
Following Parliament’s green
light, the legislation will have
to be formally adopted by the
Council of Ministers and then
published in the Official
Journal. The aim is for it to be
operational in 2021.
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President promulgates temporary suspension on
evictions as rents skyrocket and housing stock falls

Number of adults living alone
in Portugal is on the rise

An archive photo of Lisbon tenants protesting against eviction laws.An archive photo of Lisbon tenants protesting against eviction laws.An archive photo of Lisbon tenants protesting against eviction laws.An archive photo of Lisbon tenants protesting against eviction laws.An archive photo of Lisbon tenants protesting against eviction laws.
(Photo: Lusa/Mario Cruz)(Photo: Lusa/Mario Cruz)(Photo: Lusa/Mario Cruz)(Photo: Lusa/Mario Cruz)(Photo: Lusa/Mario Cruz)

Portugal’s president Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa has promulgated a temporary suspension on the eviction of tenants considered
to be in a ‘vulnerable situation’ – including the elderly and the disabled – as reports this week claim rents in major cities such as
Lisbon and Porto have rocketed by 20 percent, the biggest increase of the past seven years.

President de Sousa made
the announcement on
Sunday night, invoking
“social reasons”, and

guaranteed the newly
promulgated bill “does nor
compromise owners’ rights not
does it conflict with the
Constitution”.
The bill temporarily suspends the
eviction of “tenants in vulnerable
situations”;these said to be “the
elderly aged 65 or over, and
citizens with a high degree of
disability”.
An extensive note penned by
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa on the
promulgation, published on the
portal of the Presidency of the
Republic, said: “Considering
these arguments and the social
justifications of greater fragility
and less ability to provide
responses, which underpin the
diploma, the President of the
Republic believes they should be
upheld. Which is, in fact,
something he has always
defended”,
On 6 July, parliament passed a
global final vote on a bill drawn
up on the basis of PS and Left
Bloc projects, which establishes
an “extraordinary and transitional
regime for the protection of
elderly or disabled persons, who
are renters and have resided at
the same address for over 15
years”.
The bill was passed with votes in
favour from the parliamentary
left-wing (PS, PCP, BE and PEV)
and the PAN party for People,

Animals and Nature, having
been rejected by the PSD social
democrats and the conservative
CDS-PP Christian democrats.
This comes as reports this week
highlight that the price of rents in
Porto and Lisbon have soared by
20 percent, pushed up by a lack
of housing. As an example,
whereas the price for a T2 in
Queluz three years ago was
around €350 per month,
landlords are now asking in the
region of €550 per month,
according to latest data.
The report, in Diário de Notícias
(DN), also said that the length of
time it takes for one tenant to
leave and another to move in is
shorter than ever, and that there
is a stark difference in rental
performances pre-and-post
2015.
“This year [2015] marks the
beginning of a cycle of year-on-
year increases in rental prices
which, in the case of Porto,

translated into a 20 percent
increase in the first three months
of this year. This is the highest
increase in the last seven years,
well above the 13 percent
registered at national level and
which places the northern city at
the same level as rises in
Lisbon”, DN reports.
“Despite this inflation in rents, the
time that landlords can expect to
have a new tenant is getting
shorter”, the newspaper
elaborates, stating that,
according to data from
Confidential Real Estate
provided to DN / Dinheiro Vivo, “in
2013, the owner of a property in
Porto could expect an average of
five months until he could find a
new tenant, and in Lisbon or
Sintra it took three months. Now
they expect much less and there
are situations where the houses
do not even make it onto
websites, or stay there for less
than 48 hours”.

The number of adults living alone in Portugal is on the rise. InThe number of adults living alone in Portugal is on the rise. InThe number of adults living alone in Portugal is on the rise. InThe number of adults living alone in Portugal is on the rise. InThe number of adults living alone in Portugal is on the rise. In
the space of a decade, the number of households made up ofthe space of a decade, the number of households made up ofthe space of a decade, the number of households made up ofthe space of a decade, the number of households made up ofthe space of a decade, the number of households made up of
just one single adult rose from 17.2 percent to 22.1 percent.just one single adult rose from 17.2 percent to 22.1 percent.just one single adult rose from 17.2 percent to 22.1 percent.just one single adult rose from 17.2 percent to 22.1 percent.just one single adult rose from 17.2 percent to 22.1 percent.

However, the majority of
households in Portugal, or 23.9
percent, are made up of couples
without children.

The number of people working
independently on green receipts
also rose 14.6 percent last year
on 2016.


