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Worker Woes >P4

The Algarve’s largest hotel
association AHETA has —~= T
said a lack of workers in the B e il
region is a ‘structural i : /i
problem’.

Sardines Saved >P8

Portugal’s Sea Minister
Ana Paula Vitorino has said
in her view “there are no [
reasons to forbid sardine
fishing in Portugal in
2019".

Green Goals >P12
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Lisbon council has 5 el 0 s Alta
announced plans for a solar : y d £
plantin Carnide which is
intended to feed vehicles in Bkt =
its municipal fleet. :' 2llrge
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The Faro Bike Meetis  (ESSq
underway and runs until ~,

. Sunday. As is customary, y
. thisyear thousands of SRS SRS
o bikers are expected to Jf :" -

flock to the event.
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Local lodging laws rewritten following support

from leftist parties
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Stricter laws for local lodging

New laws passed this week by the leftist parties in Parliament has seen
local councils and home owners’ associations or condominiums handed
extensive powers in regulating and restricting the number apartments
that can qualify for local lodging licences (Alojamento Local - AL). The
decision has already been criticised by associations representing
landlords, saying the move is a step in the wrong direction and will have a
negative impact on tourism.

ccording to the

legislation approved by

Parliament on

Wednesday, with the
favourable votes of the ruling
Socialists, Communists and the
Left Bloc, town halls will now be
able to create “areas of
containment”. This measure will
allow councils to limit the number
of AL licences issued in a
neighbourhood. Town Halls and
parish councils will also be able
stipulate a maximum percentage
of units which can hold an AL
licence in specific areas.

In areas of containment
identified by councils, a single
owner will not be allowed to hold
more than seven AL licences. This
criteria will only apply to new
licences issued once the law
comes into effect, which is set to
occur within 60 days of its
publication in the Government
Gazette.

There is also a stipulation that
“hostels” cannot exist in residential
buildings without the consent of
the condominium.

Home owners can also stop
neighbours from letting out their
properties to holiday makers. The
new law also states that whenever
more than half of home owners
are against an apartment(s) being
adapted for holiday lettings, citing
issues affecting the daily lives of
others, they may vote against
approval, followed by informing
the local mayor of their decision.

Any new AL licence requests will
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be filed with the local mayor, and
that will also need to be
accompanied by an authorisation
from the condominium in the case
of hostels.

Town Halls can however oppose
the application. Should it be
favourable, the town hall will have
to conduct an inspection within 30
daysto verify that the unitis
conformity with existing
requirements.

Condominiums can also
demand an additional payment of
home owners’ fees of up to 30
percent as a result of the increased
use of common areas by
holidaymakers.

Fines for non-compliance with
laws and regulations have also
been increased to 4,000 euros for
private individuals and 40,000
euros for companies.

Hotel and Restaurant
Association (AHRESP) and the
Portugal Local Lodging
Association (ALEP) have
meanwhile expressed their
“shock” at this legislative rewrite.

They argue that Town Halls can
now create the so-called areas of
containment without justifying their
decision, saying it opens the
decision-making process to
subjective opinions of each and
every council.

The associations add that the
new laws are in contrast to other
reforms across the EU, which, as
opposed to Portugal, have
embraced the changing face of
residential tourism and

@ BRENDAN DE BEER

international trends.

Earlier this year,the national
association of estate agents in
Portugal (APEMIP) warned that
measures aiming to increase
restrictions on local lodging
threaten the well-being of the
property market.

APEMIP issued a statement
following Friday’s debate, saying
“the very existence of local lodging
could be at risk”. This follows plans
to make it compulsory for those
letting out properties to seek the
approval of condominiums or
homeowners’ associations prior to
applying for a local lodging
licence.

APEMIP said at the time that the
approval of local lodging
regulations some years ago has
had a hugely positive effect on the
residential real estate market and
served to boost the national
market as a whole.

“Local lodging has brought
investment, encouraged
renovations and brought new
dynamism to city centres, while
also saving the building and
restaurant industries, while also
creating jobs for people who
would otherwise have had to leave
the country”, APEMIP President,
Luis Lima, argued.

He added that problems
identified by the parliamentary
proposals aiming to alter local

TOADCAST;

lodging laws existed long before
AL even came into force, adding
that this sector generated 120
million euros in taxes in 2017
alone.

He concluded by saying that
“leaving the decision as to whether
or not a person may rent out their
property in the hands of fellow
homeowners is letting them
become prisoners to envious and
bad neighbours.”

Almost 60,000 properties are
currently registered across the
country, with the majority located in
Lisbon and Porto, followed closely
by Albufeira.
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WEATHER

Ryanair CEO Michael O’Leary is facing a
major headache after the low cost airline
was forced to cancel several hundred
flights due to strike action by cabin crew.
(Photo: EPA/Marco De Swart)

Summer withoutthescorch... fornow

The weather for the coming week is forecast to be very summer-like, with clear blue skies
and warm temperatures, but perhaps not quite as warm as it was this time last year.

Lisbon: The forecast for the
capital for the coming seven
days is one of partly cloudy
skies and temperatures
peaking at 28 degrees Celsius
on Sunday, before dropping a
degree or two for the rest of the
week, to highs of 26.

South: The Algarve looks set

to pay on
Gomppl‘(,etion

00/0 Commission

to be a few degrees warmer
than the capital this coming
week, with no clouds on the
radar and thermometers to
climb to 33 degrees on
Sunday, before settling in at
around the 30 degrees mark
for the rest of the coming
week.

& rightmove
overseas

North: The north will be
slightly cloudier and cooler
than the rest of the country,
with high clouds and highs of
24 degrees Celsius for the
weekend, with sunny intervals
and highs a degree or two
cooler from Monday
onwards.
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Ryanair to cancel up to 300
flights next week due to strike

Irish airline Ryanair on Wednesday confirmed it had sent
out emails and text messages to around 50,000 customers
travelling to and from Belgium, Portugal and Spain next
Wednesday and Thursday (25 and 26 July), advising them
that their flights have been cancelled. This is due to strike

action by cabin crew.

In a statement Ryanair said it
“deeply regrets” the cancellations
due to the action, which it deemed
“unnecessary”, and which will
affect up to 50 flights a day to and
from Portugal.

In a statement Ryanair
spokesperson Kenny Jacobs said:
“Ryanair sincerely apologises to
our customers for these
disruptions which we have done
our utmost to avoid. Given that
Ryanair cabin crew enjoy great pay
-up to €40,000 p.a. (in countries
with high youth employment) -
industry leading rosters (14 days
off each month), great sales
commissions, uniform
allowances and sick pay, these
strikes are entirely unjustified and
will achieve nothing other than to
disrupt family holidays, and benefit
competitor airlines in Belgium,
Portugal and Spain.

“All affected customers have
been contacted by email and SMS
text message earlier today
[Wednesday] and we will re-
accommodate or refund all of
those whose flights have been
disrupted”.

The airline is offering affected
customers alternative flights
during the week before or after 25
and 26 July, or full refunds.

Overall, the action is expected to
affect up to 300 of over 2,400 daily
Ryanair flights all over Europe (12
percent), with the airline claiming
88 percent of customers across
Europe will be unaffected.

Passengers who have not
received an email or text message
informing them of a cancellation

.COM

Full details at: www.Beverywhere.com

“should expect that their flight will
operate as scheduled and should
check-in to their departure airport
as normal”, the airline stressed.

Meanwhile, earlier this week
Portuguese cabin crew union
SNPVAC accused Ryanair of
“coercing” crew members by
“seeking to know who would be
participating in the upcoming
strike”.

“Crew members in the countries
where the strike has been called
have been receiving emails where
Ryanair wants to know if they will
be joining the industrial action or
not SNPVAC chairwoman Luciana
Passo told Lusa News Agency.

She added, the company is
using an internet questionnaire to
foresee operations for 25 and 26
July and determine who is going to
go on strike, which she says is
illegal, and wants to coerce staff by
seeing who responds or not.

Luciana Passo acknowledged
that the strike would have serious
effects on passengers who were
completely blameless but said it
was the only solution given
Ryanair’s refusal to accept the
staff's demands.

She explained the unions were
demanding three things: that
Ryanair applies the law of the
countries where they operate,
pursuantto EU law; that it
recognises union representatives,
and that it applies the same
working conditions to everyone
who the company employs even if
they are directly hired by third-party
operators such as Crewlink or
Workforce.
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Lack oflabour s a ‘structural

problem’ for Algarve hotel industry

The Algarve’s largest hotel association AHETA has highlighted a lack of workers
“in quantity and in quality” within the region’s hospitality and tourism industry,
deeming it a

he Algarve’s main
hotel association
highlighted the
importance of the
“human factor” in the
regional hospitality sector,
as well as its “crucial role” in
“quality of services”.

It said there are
“bottlenecks” resulting
largely from “an ancestral
lack of mobility between
residential areas with the
highest concentration of
workers and their
workplaces located outside
urban areas”.

“structural problem”.

“At a time when councils
are preparing to review
their PDMs [Municipal land
use plans], AHETA appeals
to local authorities for the
need to implement cost-
effective, active housing
policies with a view to
stimulating and attracting
labour workers from other
parts of the country, but
also immigrants from third
countries”, the Algarve
business association said
in a statement.

AHETA highlighted too
the “huge efforts and

The Algarve hotel industry is currently facing a structural shortage of workers. (Photo: The Portugal News)

investments” that hotel
facilities have made in
“trying to fill these gaps” by
offering “where possible,
housing and other facilities
to its workers”, but
acknowledged that “they
have not been sufficient to
solve the huge structural
gaps the region faces in
this area.”

Therefore, the
association considers it
necessary to “establish
partnerships between the
public sector and the
private sector” to “re-

establish workers’ loyalty to
tourism and business”,
using “continuous training
during the off-season” to
“create stable and solid
teams throughout the
year”.

Such measures would
make it possible to
“improve the quality of the
services provided and
increase their levels of
productivity and thus the
profitability of businesses
and regional and national
tourist competitiveness”,
the association added.

Briton makes headlines
for cleaning EN125

A British expat has made headlines in
Portugal’s largest national newspaper,
Correio da Manha, for voluntarily
clearing rubbish from the side of the
EN125 road through Tavira.

According to Correio da
Manha (CM), 63-year-old
lan West spends over
three hours every morning
removing rubbish and
debris from the roadside,
becoming a familiar sight
to those travelling through
Tavira.

Working every morning
between 6am and 9am,
the newspaper states the
former soldier from
Nottingham has already
cleared enough refuse to
fill 137 bin-bags.

Addressing his early
start, Mr. West told CM: “I
dothis every day, from
6am to 9am or a bit later.
Traffic is calmer at this
time and it is safer. |
collect plastic bottles,
paper, cans ... A bit of
everything”.

Resident in Conceigéo
de Taviraforfive years, lan
West said, he took matters
into his own hands
because he did not like to
see the roadsides littered,
and believes itis “a civic
duty”.

He said, he also wants
to keep fit for a charity

walk he plans to do in the
UK in support of an
organisation that trains
dogs for the blind.

“Between October this
year and August 2019, |
want to walk the coast of
the United Kingdom, and
by doing this | keep my
legs flexible, because age
is not forgiving”, he told
the newspaper.

CM stresses the Briton
does not blame local
services for the rubbish on
the EN125, and says dirty
roads are not a problem
exclusive to Portugal.

“Unfortunately there are
dirty roads everywhere. |
am just giving a little back
to society for living here.
[Local services] try to do
everything but with little
time and money, so if |
can help ... I do thisto
relieve them of some of
the work”.

The expat vows to keep
up his good work even as
the heat intensifies, and
CM reports, “He promises
he will not stop picking up
trash to clean the place he
calls home”.
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