
Soaring temperatures, extreme UV and fire risks
see officials place entire country on high alert.
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Road debacle        Road debacle        Road debacle        Road debacle        Road debacle        ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP22222

 In 12 months, the number
of drivers killed in
accidents on Portugal’s
roads and who were found
to be over the legal drink-
drive limit rose by more
than five percentage points

Tempting Doctors Tempting Doctors Tempting Doctors Tempting Doctors Tempting Doctors ¾¾¾¾¾P6P6P6P6P6

Portugal’s government is to
rethink its formula to attract
young doctors to the
Algarve, after its ‘special
mobility’ plan failed.

Orange delight    Orange delight    Orange delight    Orange delight    Orange delight    ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1212121212

A multi-million euro project
has been agreed to
renovate the Guadiana
Bridge, which will see it up-
lit and painted orange.
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News

Alcohol-related road
deaths on the up, in tragic
week on Algarve roads

jured parties were taken to
Portimão hospital; the two most
seriously injured were rushed to
Faro Hospital.
The accident happened on a
stretch of road with a solid white
line down the middle. GNR po-
lice are still investigating the
cause of the crash.
Later that same day, an accident
on the Algarve’s A22 motorway,
between Boliqueime and

The Algarve has experienced a black weeThe Algarve has experienced a black weeThe Algarve has experienced a black weeThe Algarve has experienced a black weeThe Algarve has experienced a black wee
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In 12 months, the number of drivers killed in accidents on
Portugal’s roads and who were found to have a blood alcohol
content reading above the legal drink-drive limit of 0.5 grams
per litre of blood, rose by more than five percentage points.

According to fresh figures
out this week, in 2017,
35.5 percent of drivers
who died in road acci-

dents had readings above the
legal drink-drive limit.
This was significantly up on the
29.3 percent registered in 2016,
and also up on the 31.8 percent
registered in 2015.
According to data cited by news-
paper Jornal de Notícias (JN),
many of those drivers had read-
ings that were criminally punish-
able; 70 percent of them were
found to have consumed
enough alcohol to give readings
above the 1.2 grams per litre of
blood, which is a criminal of-
fence.
The numbers were crunched by
JN after being sent from the
Institute of Legal Medicine and
Forensic Science, which autop-
sied 279 drivers.
More than 99 of the drivers au-
topsied gave readings of 0.5 g/l
or above; ten were under 0.9 g/l;
20 were found to have readings
of over 1.20 g/l, and 69 drivers
had more than 1.2 grams of
alcohol per litre of blood, a rate
that, had they have been caught
by police, would have made
them liable to be sentenced to
prison.
Southern Portugal was the re-

gion where the most people with
alcohol in their blood were in-
volved in accidents, according to
data provided to JN by the Na-
tional Road Safety Authority
(ANSR), followed by the central
and northern regions.
ANSR’s data is based on de-
ceased whose deaths were
declared at the scene of the
accident or en-route to the hos-
pital.
On top of that, last year, 98 pe-
destrians also died as a result of
road accidents, 17 of whom had
an alcohol rate above 0.5 g/l.
Overall, during the first five
months of this year, 182 people
died on Portugal’s roads and
close to 53,000 accidents were
registered, which is three deaths
fewer than during the same
period of last year, but almost
2,700 more crashes.
The number of serious injuries
caused in the accidents was
also up.
In the last week of May 2018
alone, from 22 to 31 May, 18
people died on Portugal’s roads
and 53 were seriously injured in
accidents.
In related news, the start of this
week was another stark re-
minder for the Algarve of the
perils of the intense summer
traffic currently being experi-

enced on the region’s roads, as
a young ex-hockey player was
killed in a violent smash on the
notorious EN125, and seven
tourists were injured in an acci-
dent on the A22, on the same
day.
Luís Godinho, 20, who formerly
played hockey for Sporting, was
killed in a crash on Monday
morning on the EN125 near
Lagoa. Nine other people were
injured, two seriously, and the
road was closed in both direc-
tions, causing massive tailbacks
and congestion stretching for
kilometres during commuter
traffic.
Three cars were involved in the
collision, which happened at
around 9.30am, at kilometre 47,
direction Portimão-Lagoa.
It is understood Luís Godinho,
originally from Évora, was driv-
ing and had friends travelling
with.
The stretch of road was cut off in
both directions for emergency
services to attend, and only reo-
pened close to midday.
At least a dozen emergency
INEM ambulance and VMER
resuscitation vehicles, fire en-
gines and bombeiros ambu-
lances were at the scene, which
was littered with debris and
injured people. Most of the in-
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 News in BriefNNNNN

Average house price in Portugal increases to
€950m2

The average price of real estate in Portugal increased by 7.8
percent during the first quarter of this year, year-on-year, to 950 euros
per square metre, according to the National Institute of Statistics. In
the period under analysis, 40 of the 308 Portuguese municipalities
had an average home sale price above the national benchmark.
Portugal’s most expensive real estate is in Lisbon, Porto and the
Algarve.

Inmates in Portugal’s jails gradually dropping
The number of inmates in Portugal’s jails has been gradually

dropping, according to the head of the country’s prison service, Celso
Manata. This, he says, is largely because the number of offenders
wearing electronic tags has risen exponentially. Mr. Manata says the
number of inmates in prisons has been constantly dropping since
2016 and that presently only a few of the country’s prisons are
overcrowded.

Air Force collects 7.4 tons of bottle tops for
disabled boy

The Portuguese Air Force has collected 7.4 tons of bottle tops to
help a disabled Portuguese boy. The eight-year-old boy has a disabil-
ity limitation of almost 92 percent affecting his communication, mobil-
ity and autonomy. The revenue raised from recycling the bottle tops
will be put towards the boy’s medication and treatments.

Spain challenges Lisbon for Web Summit
Spain’s government has unveiled bids by Bilbao, Madrid and

Valencia as it looks to take the right to host the Web Summit from
Lisbon. Recognised as one of the world’s largest tech events, the
Portuguese capital will host the event this year, but as from 2019 will
face challenges not only from across the border, but also from
London, Paris, Berlin, Dubai, Hamburg and Munich. This year’s Web
Summit is to take place in November, with some 70,000 visitors from
170 countries expected. Organisers estimate the event generates 300
million euros in revenue.

Few immigrants out of work - 2nd highest
employment levels in EU

Portugal is the country in the European Union where the
employment rate of foreign citizens is the second highest. Portugal’s
rate of just under 83 percent is only beaten by the employment rate in
the UK, which has the lowest percentage of foreign nationals on un-
employment benefits. Portuguese nationals are however much less
likely to be working than foreigners, with a figure of only 73 percent.

Albufeira, saw seven foreigners
injured; four Germans, two
Swedes, and the Czech driver.
The group, who had been on a
safari tour of Loulé’s rural inte-
rior, suffered just minor injuries
after the closed-top tourist jeep
rolled.
The group was on its way back to
a hotel in Albufeira.
The horrific accidents come at
a time when the volume of traf-

fic on the region’s roads in-
creases exponentially due to
the heavy influx of summer
visitors, further aggravated by
the number of drivers who opt
for the EN125 to avoid tolls on
the A22. 
Last year the government said it
would be looking to reduce the
number of accidents occurring
on the country’s roads and
tackle the main causes of them

in 2018, after 2017 saw a global
rise in road-related deaths,
severe injuries and crashes.
And while the overall number of
deaths caused in accidents on
Portugal’s roads up until May
was marginally fewer than in
the same period of 2017 (down
three), it seems the government
still has work to do when it
comes to seasonal influxes and
drink-driving.

k in terms of road accidents, with several incidents, including a fatal accident on the EN125, recorded last week.k in terms of road accidents, with several incidents, including a fatal accident on the EN125, recorded last week.k in terms of road accidents, with several incidents, including a fatal accident on the EN125, recorded last week.k in terms of road accidents, with several incidents, including a fatal accident on the EN125, recorded last week.k in terms of road accidents, with several incidents, including a fatal accident on the EN125, recorded last week.
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Portugal to break temperature records

Temperatures set to soar

BRENDAN DE BEERNNNNN

WEATHER

After recording a mild July, which had threatened to be one of the coolest in decades, the month of August has started with
a red alert being issued due to extreme hot weather. Concerns are such that the Armed Forces have been called on to
support rescue services already on the ground as temperatures could reach new record highs.

The Portuguese Met
Office has in the past
few days issued
successive updates on

the heatwave, with projected
maximum temperatures now
expected to top existing records
in a number of areas.
“There could be new record
highs in several locations”, said
the Met Office, adding: “Highs
are expected to climb to around
45 degrees Celsius while lows
will approach 30 degrees
Celsius in many areas.”
Officials from several agencies
have been placed on high alert,
with thermometers having
started their upward climb on

Wednesday.
The peak of the hot weather
will be this Friday and
Saturday, with Lisbon among
the localities where record
highs could be set. Forecasts
are pointing to a high of 44
degrees Celsius this Saturday.
The highest the Mercury has
ever climbed in the capital was
on 1 August 2003 when it
reached 42.0 degrees. The
highest recorded temperature
in Portugal was also logged on
the same day, when
thermometers in Amareleja
reached 47.4 degrees. As it
stands, both Évora and
Portalegre in the Alentejo have

been told to brace for highs of
46 degrees between this Friday
and Sunday.
While coastal areas along the
Algarve are set to be the coolest
in Portugal this coming week,
with highs in the region of 35
degrees, forecasts show that
Silves will see maximums soar
above 40 degrees on at least
two days in the coming week.

Sahara to blameSahara to blameSahara to blameSahara to blameSahara to blame
The excessive heat, brought
into Portugal from the Sahara,
is also expected to last well
into next week. While average
highs are set to drop to just
below 40 degrees, nights are

predicted to be particularly
warm, with only a handful of
regions seeing lows of below
20 degrees.
The southerly breeze which
has brought with it the
exceptionally hot weather has
also been dragging up dust
particles from the world’s
largest desert across the
Mediterranean, resulting in a
yellowish tone of the sky across
the Algarve and into southern
parts of the Alentejo.

Army called inArmy called inArmy called inArmy called inArmy called in
The high temperatures have
meanwhile also seen the Navy
and the Army called in to assist
members of the Civil Protection
Agency.
According to a statement
issued by the Armed Forces,
the military will be deployed in
13 of mainland Portugal’s 16
districts until at least this
coming Sunday and will stand
ready to extend this period
should the adverse
meteorological conditions
persist.
The hot weather has also seen
firefighters placed on
maximum alert in several parts
of the country. Most of the
Algarve has been placed on the
highest advisory since
Thursday due to the imminent
risk of wildfires, with fears that

once ignited, fires could
spread relatively fast due to
blustery conditions and low
levels of humidity.

Ozone alertOzone alertOzone alertOzone alertOzone alert
As a result, law enforcement
officials have been ordered to
“exercise zero tolerance” with
individuals who fail to adhere
to the country’s strict anti-fire
regulations during the summer
months.
Exposure to ultraviolet rays will
also be a risk, especially for the
elderly, children, pregnant
women and people with
respiratory problems.
People have been told to avoid
exposure to the sun during
peak periods, which range
from as early as 11am in some
parts to 5pm in the afternoon.
Most regions have been
handed a UV rating of 9 or 10
for the coming week, with the
highest being 11.
Environmental agency Zero
has also cautioned that large
urban centres such as Lisbon
will breach the recommended
ozone levels.
Extreme ozone levels can
result in lung damage,
inflammation of respiratory
passages, intense and
increased coughing and a
higher probability of asthma
attacks.

The coming days are shaping up to be scorchers with thermometers expected to breechThe coming days are shaping up to be scorchers with thermometers expected to breechThe coming days are shaping up to be scorchers with thermometers expected to breechThe coming days are shaping up to be scorchers with thermometers expected to breechThe coming days are shaping up to be scorchers with thermometers expected to breech
the 40 degree mark in most of the country by the weekend.the 40 degree mark in most of the country by the weekend.the 40 degree mark in most of the country by the weekend.the 40 degree mark in most of the country by the weekend.the 40 degree mark in most of the country by the weekend.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon will be on
orange alert until Saturday, with
blistering temperatures of over
40 degrees forecast until
Sunday, and just a few scattered
clouds hanging around.
Temperatures will drop back to
the low 30’s by the end of next
week.

South:South:South:South:South: Temperatures are
forecast to peak at 36 degrees
Celsius in the Algarve on
Saturday, with overnight lows
also expected to stay in the  high
20s, which means even the
nights will feel warm, and highs
will hover in the mid-30s for the
rest of the coming week.

North: North: North: North: North: The coming days are
forecast to be scorching even in
northern Portugal, where the
mercury will peak at a whopping
38 degrees on Saturday. By the
end of next week, northern
Portugal will start to look slightly
cooler than the rest of the country,
albeit with maximums in the high-
20s, and some cloud around.
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Foul play suspected in
Faro fires

Lisbon airport can
handle 10 more planes
an hour - minister

Lisbon airport taxi drivers protest against competitionLisbon airport taxi drivers protest against competitionLisbon airport taxi drivers protest against competitionLisbon airport taxi drivers protest against competitionLisbon airport taxi drivers protest against competition

Residents in Porto this week staged  a protest calling forResidents in Porto this week staged  a protest calling forResidents in Porto this week staged  a protest calling forResidents in Porto this week staged  a protest calling forResidents in Porto this week staged  a protest calling for
the rights to housing, as enshrined by the Constitution,the rights to housing, as enshrined by the Constitution,the rights to housing, as enshrined by the Constitution,the rights to housing, as enshrined by the Constitution,the rights to housing, as enshrined by the Constitution,
not to be affected by the boost in tourism figures thenot to be affected by the boost in tourism figures thenot to be affected by the boost in tourism figures thenot to be affected by the boost in tourism figures thenot to be affected by the boost in tourism figures the
northern city has experienced in recent years.northern city has experienced in recent years.northern city has experienced in recent years.northern city has experienced in recent years.northern city has experienced in recent years.
(Photo: Lusa/Manuel Fernando Araújo)(Photo: Lusa/Manuel Fernando Araújo)(Photo: Lusa/Manuel Fernando Araújo)(Photo: Lusa/Manuel Fernando Araújo)(Photo: Lusa/Manuel Fernando Araújo)

Lisbon airport could handle up to 48 take-offsLisbon airport could handle up to 48 take-offsLisbon airport could handle up to 48 take-offsLisbon airport could handle up to 48 take-offsLisbon airport could handle up to 48 take-offs
and landings an hour in 2020, 10 more than itand landings an hour in 2020, 10 more than itand landings an hour in 2020, 10 more than itand landings an hour in 2020, 10 more than itand landings an hour in 2020, 10 more than it
can at the moment, the planning andcan at the moment, the planning andcan at the moment, the planning andcan at the moment, the planning andcan at the moment, the planning and
infrastructure minister said after seeing airinfrastructure minister said after seeing airinfrastructure minister said after seeing airinfrastructure minister said after seeing airinfrastructure minister said after seeing air
traffic simulations earlier in the week.traffic simulations earlier in the week.traffic simulations earlier in the week.traffic simulations earlier in the week.traffic simulations earlier in the week.

After a visit to the Air
Traffic Control centre in
Lisbon, Pedro Marques
said the simulations
showed that there could be
up to 72 take-offs and
landings once the
secondary airport in
Montijo became
operational, but the main

Lisbon airport could still
handle many more planes.

The airport manager
ANA said it was going to
speed up the availability of
the physical conditions to
increase capacity to more
than 40 movements an
hour and even handle as
many as 48. TPN/Lusa

Besides the high-
cylinder BMW, bins and a
bus stop were also set on
fire. Faro firefighters
received the first reports of
fires at around 7am on
Cidade de Hayward
Avenue, coincidentally not
far from where the fire
station is located.

A bin and the BMW were
found burning on the
street, which is one of the
main thoroughfares
through Faro.

Dozens of taxi drivers were stopped at Lisbon airport on Tuesday morning in solidarity with SpanishDozens of taxi drivers were stopped at Lisbon airport on Tuesday morning in solidarity with SpanishDozens of taxi drivers were stopped at Lisbon airport on Tuesday morning in solidarity with SpanishDozens of taxi drivers were stopped at Lisbon airport on Tuesday morning in solidarity with SpanishDozens of taxi drivers were stopped at Lisbon airport on Tuesday morning in solidarity with Spanish
colleagues who are striking against competitors such as Uber and Cabify.colleagues who are striking against competitors such as Uber and Cabify.colleagues who are striking against competitors such as Uber and Cabify.colleagues who are striking against competitors such as Uber and Cabify.colleagues who are striking against competitors such as Uber and Cabify.

The two taxi lanes at the
airport were stopped and
displayed banners with
fuerza hermanos (be
strong brothers) and
estamos con ustedes (we
are with you).

“We only want to get the
message across to our
politicians that we are not
asleep and that what is

happening in Spain could
happen in Portugal”,
António Ribeiro, one of the
taxi drivers prepared to
give his name, said,
stressing that the protest
was “orderly, and in
solidarity with taxi drivers
who are independent” of
unions and representative
organisations.

He also said that out of
the 300 drivers who usually
worked at the airport only
about 100 were still on duty
to ensure a kind of
minimum service, so waits
could be longer.

Taxi drivers in various
Spanish cities have joined
a protest that began in
Barcelona and Madrid last

Thursday against licences
for Uber or Cabify, whose
drivers have complained
they are being physically
attacked.

The taxi drivers are
demanding changes to the
law to limit competition
from cars working for the
electronic platforms.

TPN/Lusa

A short while later, another
fire was reported in the Rio
Seco area, on the way out of
Faro towards Olhão. Post
boxes and a bus stop were
on fire, and in this instance
the flames spread to a
nearby spot of scrubland,
causing a small wildfire.

No one was injured in the
fires, which were initially
being investigated by PSP
police, but due to suspicion
of arson, have been passed
on to the PJ police.

PJ police are investigating a string of incidents inPJ police are investigating a string of incidents inPJ police are investigating a string of incidents inPJ police are investigating a string of incidents inPJ police are investigating a string of incidents in
and around Faro which saw a €21,000 car torchedand around Faro which saw a €21,000 car torchedand around Faro which saw a €21,000 car torchedand around Faro which saw a €21,000 car torchedand around Faro which saw a €21,000 car torched
and a series of urban equipment set on fire, duringand a series of urban equipment set on fire, duringand a series of urban equipment set on fire, duringand a series of urban equipment set on fire, duringand a series of urban equipment set on fire, during
the early hours of last Sunday morning.the early hours of last Sunday morning.the early hours of last Sunday morning.the early hours of last Sunday morning.the early hours of last Sunday morning.

Porto residents protest
for housing


