
Portugal once more counts the cost of fires as
Algarve countryside is reduced to ashes.
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Heat Deaths           Heat Deaths           Heat Deaths           Heat Deaths           Heat Deaths           ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP66666

Sunday was the deadliest
day of 2018, which
followed the hottest day in
18 years.

Call Chaos        Call Chaos        Call Chaos        Call Chaos        Call Chaos             ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP88888

The number of people
calling the INEM medical
emergency line “increased
substantially” in recent
days.

Expat Murder      Expat Murder      Expat Murder      Expat Murder      Expat Murder      ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1313131313

An expat living in the
Algarve has been found
dead at her villa, with her
son being the prime
suspect.
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Portugal burns again
A week-long spate of wildfires has caused widespread dam-
age and alarm across the western Algarve and into the Alentejo. With ex-
hausted firefighters still battling the flames fanned by erratic and strong
winds, officials will in the coming weeks once again have to sit down, as
they did last year, to take stock, with accusing fingers of blame already
pointing in all directions.

The fire which started last
Friday has in the space
of a week transformed
the picturesque

Monchique hillside into a barren
wasteland, reminiscent of a war
zone.
Being identified earlier this year
as a primary area of concern in
Portugal due to the high
probability of wildfires, was not
enough to stop Monchique and
large parts of the countryside in
neighbouring Silves being
reduced to ashes.
At the time of going to press,
officials said they had received
reports of 32 people being
injured (one seriously) as a result
of the past week’s wildfires.
Scores of people have also been
placed in temporary housing
facilities, including the Portimão
Arena, after many of them lost
their homes and possessions in
the fires.
Prime Minister António Costa,
addressing the press for the first
time on the sixth day of the
wildfires, said the decision
earlier this week to move the
central command centre from
the Algarve to Lisbon did not
translate into distrust or a
sanction of the local operation,
refuting claims this came as an
after-thought.
This comes after the leader of the
CDS-PP party, Assunção Cristas,
said she was left confused by the
time it took (five days) for the
government to centralise

operations in Lisbon.
The PSD party, the only other
political party besides the CDS-
PP to not support the ruling
Socialists in Parliament, has
meanwhile called on authorities
to act swiftly and strongly against
any individual or individuals,
should it be found that there had
been criminal activity involved in
the past week’s wildfires.
This follows news that PJ Police
and the Public Prosecutor’s
office are investigating the
causes of the fire.
The investigation is being
spearheaded by the Faro
Criminal Investigation
Department.
The past week has also seen a
number of arsonists arrested in
other parts of the country,
including a 68-year-old man
caught on Tuesday trying to light
fires in forested areas in the
Setúbal area.
The Algarve branch of the PSD, in
a statement sent to TheTheTheTheThe
Portugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal NewsPortugal News, lashed out at
Home Minister Eduardo Cabrita,
who had in the first days of the
Monchique fire said “what is
happening right now, throughout
the weekend, is evidence of the
work (of the past year) having
been worthwhile and has
produced results”, with the PSD
calling these comments
“absurd”.
The fire in Monchique has so far
destroyed 22,000 hectares,
which is roughly half the area that

was burnt in the region in 2003,
the European Forest Fire
Information System (EFFIS) said.
Last year, flames destroyed
440,000 hectares, the country’s
worst year ever, according to the
Portuguese national nature
conservation institute.
The combat of the past week’s
fires, which were out-of-control for
lengthy periods, were hampered
throughout by strong, gusting
winds fuelling the flames, which
raced through dry and largely
inaccessible woodland.
The fire came within 500 metres
of the fire department in
Monchique, as officials
evacuated scores of houses.
The firefighting effort drew
criticism, with some claiming
poor organisation thwarted the
operation. Monchique was
identified as a high risk area
months ago.
Firefighting is co-ordinated by the
Civil Protection Agency, a
government body overseen by the
Home Ministry, which oversees
national defence.
The National Association of
Professional Firemen and the
Professional Firemen’s Trade
Union issued a joint statement
saying that the government’s
recent reorganisation of
firefighting capabilities needs to
be reassessed and rethought.
The organisations asked for a
“very urgent” meeting with the
home minister.
Portugal beefed up its wildfire

response over the winter after
114 people died last year in
forest blazes amid a severe
drought.
Portugal endured some record
heat last weekend when the
wildfires first appeared, with
temperatures exceeding 45C,
which parched large areas.

TPN/Lusa/PA

For continuous updates on the
latest of the fires in the Algarve,
visit www.theportugalnews.com
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Car sales in Portugal up again last month
Car sales in Portugal went up again last month. In comparison to

July 2017, July 2018 saw passenger vehicle sales rise by 13.6
percent according to ACAP, Portugal’s Automobile Association. The
top-selling cars in Portugal during the first six months of this year
were the BMW 320, followed by the Mercedes C220, the VW Golf, the
Renault Clio, and the Smart For two.

Pingo Doce paying customers to recycle
A new campaign presented in Portugal is to allow customers to

exchange packaging in return for discounts at a supermarket chain.
The ‘Recycling is Worth More’ campaign has resulted in a national
network of “special” eco-points being set up at 15 stores of the Pingo
Doce supermarket chain. Under the scheme, customers handing in
used packages in 30 or 50 litres bags will receive 10 cents in cash, or
15 cents on their loyalty card.

Algarve’s hotel occupation rate drops in July
The Algarve’s hotel occupation rate dropped last month in

comparison to July last year. According to figures from the region’s
largest hotel association AHETA, last month’s occupancy rate was
83.3 percent, down 3.9 percent on July 2017. AHETA said the source
market presenting the biggest drops in tourists was the UK market,
which was down by 10.3 percent, and the Irish market, down 11.2
percent.

Diesel prices drop, but unleaded rises
The cost of diesel dropped this week, though the cost of refuelling

with unleaded petrol rose. A litre of unleaded now costs just under
€1,60 a litre, having increased by one cent a litre on last week’s
prices. Diesel has meanwhile recorded a slight drop, and a litre now
costs half a cent less.

Lagos council wants two roundabouts on
EN125 in Odiáxere

Lagos council wants to build two more roundabouts on the EN125,
which runs through the municipality. The roundabouts would be built
at either end of the village of Odiáxere, “to improve mobility and
safety”. The project is estimated at around €600,000; one roundabout
would be privately financed by a new local fish-freezing company and
Lagos council, and the other by national road management company
Infraestruturas de Portugal.

Sagres tall-ship ship-school visiting Faro next
month

The historic Sagres tall-ship ship-school will be visiting Faro next
month. Portugal’s most famous ship, which belongs to the Navy, will
be stopping at the Algarve city as part of the local Municipal Day com-
memorations. It will be docked in Faro from 5 to 8 September
and open to the public for visits.

Taxi drivers to protest against regulating Taxify
and Uber

Portugal’s taxi drivers are to stage a protest on 11 September
against online ride-finding platforms such as Taxify and Uber. Taxi
drivers are protesting against a bill that has been promulgated to
regulate such services. The taxi drivers are asking the President of
the Republic to invoke preventive control over the bill as soon as
possible.

Temperatures to drop slightly
After last weekend’s sweltering heatwave and a week of firefighting in southern Portu-After last weekend’s sweltering heatwave and a week of firefighting in southern Portu-After last weekend’s sweltering heatwave and a week of firefighting in southern Portu-After last weekend’s sweltering heatwave and a week of firefighting in southern Portu-After last weekend’s sweltering heatwave and a week of firefighting in southern Portu-
gal, it will be welcome news to many that temperatures are due to drop a few degrees forgal, it will be welcome news to many that temperatures are due to drop a few degrees forgal, it will be welcome news to many that temperatures are due to drop a few degrees forgal, it will be welcome news to many that temperatures are due to drop a few degrees forgal, it will be welcome news to many that temperatures are due to drop a few degrees for
the coming week.the coming week.the coming week.the coming week.the coming week.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: The capital will see
high cloud cover over the
weekend, which will push
thermometers up to around the
30 degrees Celsius mark on
Saturday, before the cloud clears
up and the mercury drops to a
more comfortable 28 degrees for
most of next week.

South:South:South:South:South: The Algarve will be the
warmest place in Portugal for the
imminent future, with high cloud
and maximum temperatures of
33 degrees forecast for the
weekend, before thermometers
drop to around the 30 degree
mark for the rest of the coming
week.

North:North:North:North:North: Northern Portugal will be
the coolest part of the country at
least for next week, with a spot of
rain even possible on Monday. The
weekend will see maximum
temperatures peak at 24 degrees
Celsius, dropping to 20 on Monday,
and climbing up to the 25 degrees
mark from Tuesday onwards.
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Donations needed for besieged firefighters
After a week of tirelessly battling the huge fire that broke out in Monchique last Friday,After a week of tirelessly battling the huge fire that broke out in Monchique last Friday,After a week of tirelessly battling the huge fire that broke out in Monchique last Friday,After a week of tirelessly battling the huge fire that broke out in Monchique last Friday,After a week of tirelessly battling the huge fire that broke out in Monchique last Friday,
supporters of the brave firefighters from across the Algarve and beyond rallied together to helpsupporters of the brave firefighters from across the Algarve and beyond rallied together to helpsupporters of the brave firefighters from across the Algarve and beyond rallied together to helpsupporters of the brave firefighters from across the Algarve and beyond rallied together to helpsupporters of the brave firefighters from across the Algarve and beyond rallied together to help
fuel the unsung heroes with vital supplies like food and water, as well as helping the victims.fuel the unsung heroes with vital supplies like food and water, as well as helping the victims.fuel the unsung heroes with vital supplies like food and water, as well as helping the victims.fuel the unsung heroes with vital supplies like food and water, as well as helping the victims.fuel the unsung heroes with vital supplies like food and water, as well as helping the victims.

Public appeals were launched
and private initiatives organised
for everything ranging from
essential provisions like water
and cereal bars, to socks, burns
cream, and veterinary care for
injured animals.

The general public responded
in earnest.

Officially, the Monchique
Municipal Civil Protection Service
appealed for small bottles of
water, cereal bars and energy
drinks, which were asked to be
dropped off at main
neighbouring fire stations
outside Monchique, such as

Portimão, Silves, Lagoa and
Aljezur, whose men and women
would transport the supplies up
to firefighters in Monchique.

Well-wishers were asked not to
attempt to travel to Monchique
themselves with individual
deliveries.  Appeals were also
made for fruit and milk and oint-
ment for burns.

No doubt any donations will be
gratefully received even after the
flames are extinguished and the
blaze conquered as the
aftermath and injuries will take
time to heal.

People took to social media in

their droves to offer up their
homes and land to take in
animals in danger, while a
number of rental property owners
also rallied together to free up
accommodation for those who
were evacuated.

Drives are being staged region-
wide for clothes, furniture,
nappies and other items that
those who lost everything in the
fire might appreciate.

For more information on
donations and drives being
organised, see the Associacao
Alerta de incendio florestal / forest
fire alert Facebook page.

Expat loses “everything” in
Monchique fire
A long-term Algarve expat has “lost everything” in theA long-term Algarve expat has “lost everything” in theA long-term Algarve expat has “lost everything” in theA long-term Algarve expat has “lost everything” in theA long-term Algarve expat has “lost everything” in the
Monchique wildfire, being one of numerous families whoMonchique wildfire, being one of numerous families whoMonchique wildfire, being one of numerous families whoMonchique wildfire, being one of numerous families whoMonchique wildfire, being one of numerous families who
have seen their homes and lifelong belongings perish inhave seen their homes and lifelong belongings perish inhave seen their homes and lifelong belongings perish inhave seen their homes and lifelong belongings perish inhave seen their homes and lifelong belongings perish in
the inferno.the inferno.the inferno.the inferno.the inferno.

Mirjiam Seybold da Silva,
who has lived in Corte Grande,
near Picota, Monchique, for 20-
years, says she and her family
have lost “everything” in the
blaze.

“My parents have lived there
for 35 years and I’ve lived there

20 years. We have lost every-
thing. Clothes, furniture, every-
thing was destroyed. The house
was completely burned out, the
windows burst, and the roof
came in”, Miriam told The Por-The Por-The Por-The Por-The Por-
tugal News tugal News tugal News tugal News tugal News on Wednesday.
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Hotels evacuated due to Monchique fires

Monchique fire smoke seen from space

Two popular and full hotel units on the fringes of Monchique had to be evacuated on Sunday night as the huge wildfire came
within close proximity.

Scores of tourists were
evacuated from the two
main units in Caldas de
Monchique, the popular

spring village just south of the
main town centre.
One of them, the Macdonald
Monchique Resort & Spa, was

only inaugurated in 2016, and
was this past weekend forced to
deal with major calamity,
evacuating all of its employees
and guests to safety in nearby
hotels in Portimão and Alvor.
The other hotel unit to be
evacuated was the Vila Termal,

where the spring spa is located.
In a statement, the Macdonald
Monchique Resort & Spa said the
evacuation was supervised by
local firefighters and authorities.
“The evacuation of the hotel due
to the active forest fire nearby was
a necessary preventive measure,

in order to guarantee the highest
standards of safety and protection
of the guests.
“All guests are safe, with no record
of incidents”, the resort said.
Guests were transported to
alternative accommodation in
other Algarve locations

considered safer, in Portimão and
the suburb of Alvor.
Regarding the emergency
procedure, the director of the
hotel unit Rob Veltman
commented that “as a
precaution”, all the guests were
transferred to alternative
accommodation.
“We decided to evacuate guests
to ensure the highest standards
of customer service.
“The Macdonald Monchique
Resort & Spa will remain closed
and will keep guests informed,
both those at the hotel and those
who have reservations for the
coming days”.
On Wednesday, the British Foreign
and Commonwealth Office (FCO)
revised an earlier warning it had
emitted for UK travellers regarding
the Algarve fires.
“A major forest fire, which started
a number of days ago in the area
of Monchique, in the Algarve, has
spread to neighbouring
municipalities”, it read, adding:
“The Portuguese authorities
have been evacuating the
affected areas. Strong winds in
the area make the spread of fire
unpredictable.
“For your own safety, travel to the
areas where the fires are burning
is not advised”.
The FCO continued, advising
tourists already here, “if you’re
already in the area, follow the
instructions of the Portuguese
police and Civil Protection
authorities”, and stressed “there
is an increased risk of forest fires
during the summer months;
check on the outbreak of fires
with the local civil protection
authority and report any you may
see immediately to the
emergency services on 112”.
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