
British travellers lead fall as European tourism
figures slow after years of growth.
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A new record has been set
for the number of real
estate agencies operating
in Portugal, with more than
6,000 up and running in
June.

Oil foil                      Oil foil                      Oil foil                      Oil foil                      Oil foil                           ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP88888

The window for
prospecting off the Algarve
coast could have been
closed shut after a ruling to
suspend the licence to drill
for oil off Aljezur.

Strike two     Strike two     Strike two     Strike two     Strike two               ¾¾¾¾¾PPPPP1212121212

A Portuguese nurses' strike
is expected to have
delayed at least one
thousand surgeries
scheduled for the past
week.
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WEATHER

Hot weekend ahead
The milder temperatures experienced across the countryThe milder temperatures experienced across the countryThe milder temperatures experienced across the countryThe milder temperatures experienced across the countryThe milder temperatures experienced across the country
last week will this weekend give way to highs that willlast week will this weekend give way to highs that willlast week will this weekend give way to highs that willlast week will this weekend give way to highs that willlast week will this weekend give way to highs that will
once again climb beyond 35 degrees Celsius. Theonce again climb beyond 35 degrees Celsius. Theonce again climb beyond 35 degrees Celsius. Theonce again climb beyond 35 degrees Celsius. Theonce again climb beyond 35 degrees Celsius. The
traditional windy conditions found toward the end oftraditional windy conditions found toward the end oftraditional windy conditions found toward the end oftraditional windy conditions found toward the end oftraditional windy conditions found toward the end of
August will be non-existent, as evenings promise to gain aAugust will be non-existent, as evenings promise to gain aAugust will be non-existent, as evenings promise to gain aAugust will be non-existent, as evenings promise to gain aAugust will be non-existent, as evenings promise to gain a
tropical feel in the coming days.tropical feel in the coming days.tropical feel in the coming days.tropical feel in the coming days.tropical feel in the coming days.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: While the capital has
not seen highs breach the 30-
degree barrier for the past ten
days, thermometers will climb up
to 37 degrees Celsius by Sunday,
before gradually dropping
towards 30 in the ensuing days.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: Southern
Portugal will record maximum
temperatures of around 35
degrees Celsius this weekend.

More significantly, evenings are
set to be hot and humid, with
thermometers not falling below
25 degrees on a number of
nights in the coming week.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern
Portugal’s coastal areas can also
look forward to a summery
weekend, see highs might fall to
as low as 23 degrees Celsius by
the end of next week.

Government tallies up aftermath of  

admit defeat, underlined by
everything that failed, from
planning to combat.
Nonetheless, the President
maintained his characteristic
serene demeanour throughout
his Algarve trip, and also visited
the Silves Medieval Festival,
areas affected by the wildfire in
Silves, and held meetings with
the region’s main anti-oil
movements.

Members of the government including Portugal’s president have been in
the Algarve to survey the damage caused by last week’s massive
Monchique wildfire – the biggest in Europe so far this year – and to
assess what support measures need to be brought in to aid recovery.

The European Forest Fire
Information System
estimates that the
wildfire which tore

through the southern Algarve
region last week burned around
28,000 hectares of land.
It began on Friday 3 August and
was extinguished seven days
later, having been bravely and
tirelessly battled by thousands
of firefighters.
The fire began in Monchique and
spread to the neighbouring
counties of Silves and Portimão,
injuring 41 people, one of whom,
an elderly woman, remains in a
serious condition in a Lisbon
hospital.

Government assesses fireGovernment assesses fireGovernment assesses fireGovernment assesses fireGovernment assesses fire
d a m a g ed a m a g ed a m a g ed a m a g ed a m a g e
Government officials have
meanwhile travelled to the
Algarve to survey the damage
caused by the fire.
The Ministry of Agriculture said
that, through the Algarve
Regional Directorate of
Agriculture and Fisheries (DRAP
Algarve), it has, since last Friday,
been “taking count of agricultural
and livestock losses on farms”
affected by the fire.

“At the moment, several
technicians are assisting farmers
in completing loss statements”, a
note from the Ministry explained,
though stressed that these
statements “are not a formal
application for any support that
may be made available”, since
the current procedure “does not
dispense with the subsequent
submission of a formal
application”.
The Government has also
indicated that it is already
working on the application
process for support measures,
“since it wants to start the process
as soon as possible”.
Portugal’s President Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa was among
the dignitaries who toured the
Algarve this past weekend in the
aftermath of the fire.
Despite being famous for usually
providing comfort in the wake of
tragedy in the form of his famous
hugs, there was little call for
consolation during the
President’s weekend walkabout
of Monchique as de Sousa faced
a barrage of confrontational
criticism and calls for
accountability over how the
response to the fire was
managed.
He was accompanied for much
of his whirlwind visit by Home
Affairs Minister Eduardo Cabrita,
who at times appeared distinctly
uncomfortable with the fire
victims’ challenges.
After the fire was extinguished,
even Monchique Mayor Rui
André said there was no reason
to celebrate victory, but rather

A disgruntled Monchique local points an A disgruntled Monchique local points an A disgruntled Monchique local points an A disgruntled Monchique local points an A disgruntled Monchique local points an 
to Monchique, accompanied by Home Afto Monchique, accompanied by Home Afto Monchique, accompanied by Home Afto Monchique, accompanied by Home Afto Monchique, accompanied by Home Af
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Europe’s biggest wildfire so far in 2018

Malaise over president’sMalaise over president’sMalaise over president’sMalaise over president’sMalaise over president’s
Monchique receptionMonchique receptionMonchique receptionMonchique receptionMonchique reception
However, President Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa’s visit to
Monchique on Saturday appears
to have caused unease among
firefighters. The reception created
malaise among Bombeiros
because no members of the fire
service were present.
The Minister of Home Affairs,
Eduardo Cabrita, on Monday

pledged to the president of the
Portuguese Firefighters’ League
that he will ascertain who was
responsible for the organisation
of the ceremony that formally
received the President of the
Republic in Monchique.
“The point is that there should be
no rite in these things, whether
you are President, Prime
Minister or Ministers. But if
ceremonies are held, if one of the

forces is there, then all should be
there”, argued Jaime Marta
Soares, head of the Portuguese
Firefighters’ League, after
meeting with the minister.
He spared no criticism of the only
force that did attend the
ceremony, the GNR’s GIPS
prevention and rescue
intervention squad.
“It was an absolutely
disrespectful attitude (on behalf

of the GNR’s GIPS) and
humiliating to the Portuguese
firefighters”, he said, adding that
“for each GNR member present
there should have been 95
firefighters”, which Marta Soares
claims is the numerical ratio of
the forces in fighting fires.
Jaime Marta Soares said he
hopes that the person
responsible for the organisation
of the ceremony “pays the
consequences”, but says he also
hopes “it was not the Civil
Protection” authority.
The head of the Portuguese
Firefighters’ League is due to
meet with Minister Eduardo
Cabrita on 15 September to
discuss the firefighters’ role in the
Organic Law of Civil Protection
and the autonomous command
of firefighters.

What could have caused theWhat could have caused theWhat could have caused theWhat could have caused theWhat could have caused the
in fe rno?in fe rno?in fe rno?in fe rno?in fe rno?
Meanwhile, as the charred
countryside seethes, several
theories have emerged as to
what may have caused the fire.
PJ police are probing whether a
downed electricity line could
have sparked the flames, aided
by soaring temperatures and
blustery winds. Others blame its
lightning propagation on
sprawling eucalyptus plantations
– or the Algarve’s ‘green oil’, as it
referred to by some – although
the regional forestry producers
have been quick to leap to the
tree’s defence.
Close to half of Monchique’s
40,000 hectares of terrain –
about 15,000 hectares of which
is covered by eucalyptus -
perished in last week’s inferno,
plus almost another 10,000
hectares in Silves.

Updates for foreignersUpdates for foreignersUpdates for foreignersUpdates for foreignersUpdates for foreigners
David Thomas, founder of crime
and safety prevention

association Safe Communities
Portugal, has praised
Portuguese authorities for
providing advice and warnings to
help keep thousands of
foreigners and tourists in the
Algarve safe during last week’s
fire.
He said regular updates from
entities such as the National Civil
Protection Authority (ANPC),
which are available in English on
Safe Communities’ facebook
page and website, were of “vital
importance” and reached some
80,000 people.
In comments to Lusa News
Agency, Mr. Thomas
acknowledged that “during a fire,
it is always difficult to provide
ongoing information because
the situation can change rapidly”,
but said he was “pleased” that
accurate information from the
Government was made available
and updated information for the
foreign community and tourists
was “given in a timely manner”.
“That was very important”, he
said, adding: “I was in the police
force and dealt with crisis
situations in other countries and
there are always points that can
be improved, but I want to make
something very, very clear: this
was a very complicated fire, with
strong wind and changes of
direction, humidity below 10
percent, ground-level
temperatures above 40 degrees
Celsius, and the fire reached
speeds of over two kilometres
per hour.
“The important thing is that
people were removed from their
homes in time and, therefore,
there were no fatalities”, he
praised.
Last year, according to Portugal’s
Institute for Nature Conservation
and Forests (ICNF), fires
destroyed over 440,000 hectares
of land in Portugal.

angry finger of blame while sharing his woes with President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (R) during his Saturday visitangry finger of blame while sharing his woes with President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (R) during his Saturday visitangry finger of blame while sharing his woes with President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (R) during his Saturday visitangry finger of blame while sharing his woes with President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (R) during his Saturday visitangry finger of blame while sharing his woes with President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (R) during his Saturday visit
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Rare species of praying mantis found in
Alentejo

A rare species of praying mantis has been found in
Serpa in the central Alentejo region of Portugal. The
Centre for the Conservation of Butterflies of Portugal
announced the discovery of the rare mantis, which is
protected by law. The researchers found the species on a
farm in Serpa and fear that it will not withstand the
pesticides applied in this region. This animal “is
threatened by the reduction of typically Mediterranean
ecosystems” and excessive production puts “the survival
of this species at risk”, the centre said.

Madonna buys two Portuguese horses
Singer Madonna is said to have bought two Portuguese

horses. According to newspaper Correio da Manhã, the
Queen of Pop paid around €100,000 for each of the
purebred Lusitanos. She reportedly purchased the horses
through a riding school in Comporta, where she has been
spotted riding on several occasions.

Raúl Alarcón wins Volta a Portugal
Spanish rider Raúl Alarcón has won his second Volta a

Portugal cycle race after yet another convincing all-round
performance. The 32-year old rider from Alicante, claimed
the title for the W52, team which competes under the
colours of FC Porto. Portugal’s Joni Brandão, riding for
Sporting Tavira, was placed second overall in what was
the 80th Volta a Portugal cycle race. 

Animal shelter was most voted project of
Loulé’s 2018 Participatory Budget

The construction of an animal shelter for injured and
abandoned animals and veterinary aid for the poorest
population in the parish of Almancil, was the most voted
project of Loulé’s 2018 Participatory Budget. A total of 11
projects are to be supported in the council’s budget
through citizens’ votes. Loulé council has allocated €1.2
million euros for the completion of these eleven projects
by the end of 2020.

Euromillions jackpot up to 99 million euros
The Euromillions jackpot for this coming Friday has

climbed to 99 million euros after no player managed to
win the 90 million euros on offer in Tuesday night’s draw. 
The best result in Portugal was for fourth prize, with the
player  set to collect 3,300 euros this morning.  The
winning numbers in the Tuesday night draw were 01 - 15 -
18 - 25 and 31 and the lucky star numbers 9 and 11.

Families sue EU over climate change
The European Court has accepted a case filed against
European institutions by 10 families from various
European countries including Portugal, who consider not
enough has been done to counteract climate change. The
court case was launched in May based on the argument
that the EU is not doing everything within its powers  to
reduce greenhouse gases that, which the main cause of
global warming.

Animal feed to be given to
farmers affected by fires

Lagoa cancels firework display following fire ‘calamity’Lagoa cancels firework display following fire ‘calamity’Lagoa cancels firework display following fire ‘calamity’Lagoa cancels firework display following fire ‘calamity’Lagoa cancels firework display following fire ‘calamity’

Silves council has this week said it will be helping to distribute animal feed to farmersSilves council has this week said it will be helping to distribute animal feed to farmersSilves council has this week said it will be helping to distribute animal feed to farmersSilves council has this week said it will be helping to distribute animal feed to farmersSilves council has this week said it will be helping to distribute animal feed to farmers
affected by the wildfires earlier this month. (Photo: Lusa/Vasco Celio)affected by the wildfires earlier this month. (Photo: Lusa/Vasco Celio)affected by the wildfires earlier this month. (Photo: Lusa/Vasco Celio)affected by the wildfires earlier this month. (Photo: Lusa/Vasco Celio)affected by the wildfires earlier this month. (Photo: Lusa/Vasco Celio)

Lagoa council cancelled the
traditional firework displays, which are
held every year on 15 August in the
parishes of Ferragudo and Carvoeiro
as part of annual commemorations,
due to ‘safety reasons’ brought on by
the recent fires.

The simultaneous firework
displays usually mark the climax of
the Nossa Senhora da Conceição
commemorations and Sons do
Atlântico festival.

In a statement, Lagoa council
explained the council had made the
decision to scrap them “following the
calamity that hit the Algarve with a
wave of fires, since changes in the
weather and strong wind could trigger

new outbreaks of fire at any moment”.
The cancellation of the fireworks is

also in “solidarity with the
neighbouring counties and their
populations”.

Lagoa council said “from the first
instance” it has provided the
“necessary support” to the victims of
fires, “logistically and humanely, by
providing buses to collect inhabitants
who saw their lives endangered by
the advancing of the flames”, and by
“providing mattresses to equip the
Portimão Arena, where several
families stayed overnight until it was
considered safe to return” to their
homes following the fires.

Several similar calls have been

made across the country, and
petitions launched, for firework
festivities to be scrapped and the
budgets donated to firefighting
services in light of recent events.

In 2016, the council of Paredes de
Coura set the precedent when it
cancelled its traditional annual
summer firework display to mark the
culmination of municipal festivities,
and donated the sum that would have
been spent on fireworks to fire-
fighting services.

Petitions were launched for the
same to be done in other areas
including Lavra, Matosinhos and
Leça da Palmeira, as well as São
Bartolomeu de Ponte da Barca.

Silves council has said it will be distributing, in collaboration with the Algarve
Regional Directorate for Agriculture and Fisheries (DRAP Algarve), animal feed
to farmers whose land was affected by the devastating fires last week.

This is a first line of
support provided
by the
municipality,

which has already begun,
also in collaboration with
DRAP Algarve, Social

Services, the municipal vet
and other institutes,
mapping which farms were
affected by last week’s
blaze, and logging the
damage caused.
“The process of logging

losses will allow a better
definition of the support
measures to be
undertaken by the Ministry
of Agriculture, so
declarations presented at
this stage do not constitute

an application for the
support that may be made
available”, DRAP Algarve
clarified in a statement,
adding the process
currently under way “does
not dispense with the
subsequent submission of
a formal application”.
The next step in the process
will be the definition of
support measures and the
official opening of the
application process, on
which the Government is
already working, with the
aim of starting the recovery
process as soon as
possible.
Anyone whose land was
damaged and believes they
are eligible for support
should contact Tiago
Raposo, secretary of Silves
council’s deputy mayor,
with their name, number of
animals, species of animal
(cows, sheep or other) and
location of the farm
property, on mobile 914
438 750, telephone 282
440 801, or email
tiago.raposo@cm-silves.pt.
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Record number of real estate agencies mushrooms
as national market booms

Portugal’s Avenida da Liberdade has some of the priciest real estate in the country.Portugal’s Avenida da Liberdade has some of the priciest real estate in the country.Portugal’s Avenida da Liberdade has some of the priciest real estate in the country.Portugal’s Avenida da Liberdade has some of the priciest real estate in the country.Portugal’s Avenida da Liberdade has some of the priciest real estate in the country.

As the national real estate market thrives, with property prices and sales on a dizzying upward trend, another new record has
also been set for the number of real estate agencies operating in Portugal, with more than 6,000 up and running in June.

This is up 15
percent on the
number of
agencies

operating in Portugal the
same time last year,
according to specialist
consultants Keller Williams
(KW), in a report by
business site Eco –
Economia Online.
Testimony of the thriving
phase the sector is
experiencing is news that
the number of new house

loans approved by banks
exceeded €783 million in
April, which is the best four-
month start to a year since
August 2010.
In June, there were 6,025
real estate companies
active in Portugal, a historic
new high which is up 15.1
percent on June 2017, and
is a number that has been
rising exponentially since
June 2015.
According to KW’s data,
June 2018 represents the

sixth consecutive month
where more than 140 new
companies were created.
“It’s the best progression
ever for the national real
estate market”, the
company said in a
statement.
KW reflected that the
volume of new housing
loans granted by financial
institutions reinforces the
“financial recovery trend
started in February 2013”.
In April 2015, the volume of

new loans amounted to
€277 million, growing 183
percent by June of this
year.
During the first half of this
year, residential
transaction values were
close to historical highs
(since 2009) in the Central
region, Algarve and
Autonomous regions of
Madeira.
In relation to the first
quarter, almost historical
highs were observed in the

metropolitan area of Porto,
Algarve and in the
Autonomous Region of
Madeira.
In the first quarter, the
average value of
transactions was over
€133,000 nationally, Eco –
Economia online reports,
an increase of 8.6 percent
on the same quarter last
year.
Lisbon stood out as the
region with the highest
average residential value –
of over €179,000 – followed
by the Algarve with an
average value of more than
€162,000.
However, summer has
brought with it a slight
slowdown in the demand
for and sale of houses, and
despite the positive phase
the national real estate
market is going through, it
seems that there has been
a slight cooling in fervency.
According to the
Portuguese Housing
Market Survey (PHMS), the
residential market
witnessed a slowdown in
June, with sales growth
and housing demand
decreasing.
The survey, carried out by
RICS and Confidencial
Imobiliário (Ci), also notes
that a “lack of supply is one
of the reasons for this
deceleration of activity, by
limiting the choices of
potential buyers, but also
that this performance

accompanies the
moderation of
expectations regarding
activity that has been felt in
recent months”, a
statement accompanying
the survey read.
In comments to Eco –
Economia Online,
Ricardo Guimarães,
director of Ci, elaborated
“this is not the first time
activity in the real estate
market has seen a decline
in the summer period,
particularly with regard to
demand from potential
buyers. It was like it this
year and in previous years,
even in the Algarve,
despite it being the high
season of tourism”.
The survey also reveals
that “housing demand in
the country continued to
grow, but at the slowest
pace since December last
year”.
Sales show “some
regional asymmetry, with
Porto again registering
steady growth in
transactions, while in
Lisbon reported sales grew
only marginally and in the
Algarve there was even a
slight decline in monthly
terms”.
In turn, the offer “continued
to decline in June, this
being the 15th consecutive
month in which the entry of
new homes for sale in the
domestic market has
shown a decrease”.


