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President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
was in the Algarve last week,
visiting areas affected by

M the recent wildfires while
also opening the annual
Fatacil trade fair in Lagoa.
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Unemployment in Portugal has plummeted by
20 percent in the space of just one year.

DOLEQUEUES SHRINKS

Full story, see p. 4

A Tory MP got more
adrenaline than he
bargained for when his
parachute failed to open
while skydiving in Alvor.

Over-powering >P12

Portugal’s electricity bills
were the second most
expensive in Europe in
July.
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The possible ‘duality’ of
GNR police has been
raised after violence broke
out between bullfighting
supporters and animal
rights activists.

Long queues outside job centres seem but a distant memory, as the numberof .. — — = ==
WEATHER »>p2 | Jobless people has fallen to its lowest since 2002. (Photo: Lusa/Rodrigo Baptista) - Bt = —_—
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Monchique Fires —
Govern_ment cr_eates contact
to receive public views

Although no lives were lost
during the Monchique fires, there
were injuries, houses and other
properties destroyed or
damaged; considerable
destruction to the environment;
death and injury of animals;
people who have lost their
homes and were displaced, and
livelihoods affected.

Not only physical damage was
caused, but also psychological
damage to those who lived
through this terrifying ordeal.

With any incident of this
magnitude, Government
undertakes reviews to identify
issues which went according to
plan and importantly those where
there are lessons to be learned. By
doing this there is an opportunity to
move forward and bring about
changes where necessary.

WEATHER

A proposal made by Safe
Communities Portugal to the
Government last week,
recommending that a direct
channel be formed to enable
individual members of the public
who were affected, plus
volunteer agencies who were on
the ground, to share their first
hand experiences and make
suggestions for the future, has
been agreed by the Ministry of
Internal Administration.

Those wishing to submit their
observations and suggestions in
English or Portuguese, can do
this by using the following
government email:
aldeiasegura@prociv.pt
Views submitted will help in this
review process.

David Thomas - President,
Safe Communities Portugal

More summery weather onthe
way — albeit slightly cooler

The coming week in Portugal will continue to be warm,
although not quite as warm as this week, with
temperatures peaking on Thursday and Friday before
gradually dropping a few degrees by Monday.

Lisbon: The capital can look
forward to a pleasant and sunny
weekend, with slightly cooler
temperatures than of late, at
around the 30 degree mark, where
they will stay for the rest of the
coming week, with some scattered
cloud moving in from Monday.

South: Temperatures tipped
the scales at 36 degrees Celsius
on Thursday in southern
Portugal, but will drop to around
33 for the weekend. Next week

ALGARVE REMOVALS

will bring scattered cloud and
cooler, more comfortable
temperatures, with the mercury
expected to drop further, to
around the 30 degrees mark.

North: Northern Portugal is
forecast a pleasant weekend
and week ahead, with
temperatures expected to
oscillate between highs of 24
degrees Celsius on Sunday, and
lows of 20 degrees next
Tuesday.

UK Tel: 0044 (0) 1621 850070 Algarve Tel: 00351 289513851

Mob: 0044 (0) 7711 179842 Mob: 00351 968019226

Briton still missing aft
into Santa Clara Dam

A British man is still missing days after being
thrown from a recreational boat on the waters
of the Santa Clara Dam in a “tragic accident”
that happened late Monday afternoon, near
Albricoque mount at the dam in Santana da
Serra, Ourique, in the Alentgjo.

t the time of going to
press on Wednesday
afternoon, emergency
services, including
specially-trained divers, were still
searching for the man, who
disappeared at the Santa Clara
Dam reportedly after being flung
from a banana boat that flipped
while being pulled by a boat.
Speaking to The Portugal
News on Wednesday lunchtime,
the fire chief coordinating the
search, Commandant Mario
Batista, said there had been a
reinforcement of resources
involved in the search, and
Ourique and Odemira fire-
fighters and GNR police had
been joined by teams from Faro,
Portalegre and Setubal.
A total of 61 men and women
(double the 30 rescuers
reportedly deployed on Tuesday)
aided by 21 vehicles and six
boats were scouring the dam on
Wednesday.
Commandant Batista said
another reinforcement would be
considered if deemed
necessary, but the search was
expected to continue in its
current format “at least until the
end of this week”.
Day-long searches were staged
on Tuesday and Wednesday,
from around 7.30am till 7.30pm.
The missing man has

www.algarveremovals.com

REMOVALS

® Full or part packing service
® One box to full load removals
@ Villa to villa moves within the Algarve

® Storage warehouse in both the UK & the Algarve
@ Storage available for long or short periods
® Fully insured, secure and alarmed

ONLINE SHOPPING

® Shop online at main high street stores and have
your items delivered the following week

@ Anything from one to multiple items
Local Depots at: Alcantarilha - Almancil - Tavira

® Weekly full or part load removal service to and
from UK, Portugal, Spain & Ireland

meanwhile been identified as
29-year-old Richard Chapelow,
a friend of the son of billionaire
property tycoon Jon Hunt,
founder of Foxtons estate
agency.

Mr. Chapelow is said to have
been a guest of Mr. Hunt and
was staying at his Portuguese
villa.

The marketing and advertising
executive was reportedly part of
a group of 10 Britons at the
popular watersports and fishing
spot, about an hour’s drive
north of the Algarve region and
two and a half hours south of
Lisbon.

Newspaper Jornal de Noticias
(JN) elaborated that six people
were in the boat at the time of
the accident while four were
riding the “banana-like
inflatable”, which “for as yet
unknown reasons”, flipped.
According to JN, three of the
four people flung from the
inflatable swam back to the
boat, while the fourth, now
identified as Mr. Chapelow,
failed to reappear.

By Wednesday it seemed
hopes of finding the missing
Briton alive were dwindling, as
authorities admitted they are
“probably looking for a body”.
Commandant Batista had said
on Tuesday that visibility in the
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An archive photo of a missing person’s search in the Arade dam. Divers were this week searching for a British man
following a “tragic accident” on the Santa Clara dam. (Photo: Lusa/Luis Forra)

lake “is very poor” and the
water has a depth of up to
33 metres in the deepest
places.

In comments published
by The Daily Mail,
Commander Batista
added: “The search
teams know they are
probably looking for a
body at this stage but it
may be a while before
there is any news.

“In a worst case scenario

|\
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it could take days to find
the missing man’s body”.
A statement issued by Jon
Hunt seemed to echo the
sentiment of a worst-case
scenario, saying: “My
family and | are devastated
by the loss of Richard,
following a tragic accident
at Santa Clara Dam.

“Our thoughts and prayers
are wholly with Richard’s
family, and we ask that
both families are given

1981 and is currently
worth just over £1billion.
The Hunts are said to have
close ties with a number
of long-term expat
families who have resided
in Portugal for decades.

A Foreign Office
spokesman said: “We are
assisting the family of a
British man reported
missing in Portugal and
are in contact with the
local authorities”.

space to grieve such a
painful loss.

“We will be working
closely with the
Portuguese authorities to
understand what has
happened, and are
grateful to the local police
and fire services for their
efforts. Itis a time of great
sorrow”.

Jon Hunt, 65, from
Colchester, founded
estate agent Foxtons in

Zoomarine
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Dive in the most exciting Waves of Fun in the Algarve!

You can't miss in 2018 the new amazing water fun
attractions at Zoomarine Beach!
Watch the outstanding live presentations,
the 4D Movie - Little dolphin, visit the Aquarium,
have a blast with the Pirates and enjoy so much more!

Board in the wonderful world of Zoomarine and
have a great day out with family and friends.

Present this voucher at the theme park ticket office until
03/11/2018 for 1 day ticket,
€3 discount on the purchase of a normal ticket or
€2 discount on the purchase of a junior or senior ticket.
Valid up to a maximum of 4 tickets to the theme park.
Not valid with other discounts or promoticns,
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Tourism revenue up

Portugal’s tourism revenue rose by around 14 percent
during the first three months of the year. According to new
figures by the Bank of Portugal, money generated in the
tourism industry increased to 6.9 billion euros between
January and March of this year. Similarly, June also saw
revenue climb, totalling 1.4 billion euros, which was up
more than 13 percent on last year. Officials also revealed
that tourism revenue in Portugal is growing five times
more than the growth of the number of guests.

High rents driving tenants to rooms

High property rents in towns and cities are forcing
potential tenants to seek rooms or house-shares. A report
by newspaper Correio da Manh4 claims it is no longer
just students who look to share properties, and the
average age of sharers is 33. This comes as rental prices
have rocketed in recent times and landlords are
preferring short-term rentals, with the national Tenants’
Association saying it is no longer viable to rent properties.

PAN wants to regulate use of animal-
drawn carts and carriages

PAN the Party for People Animals and Nature has said it
wants to limit the use of animal-drawn carts and carriages.
The party has submitted law proposals for the likes of
horse-drawn carriages which include limiting the nhumber
of passengers as well as compulsory periods of rest for the
animals. In 2016 the party attempted to ban animal-drawn
carts from being used on roads, but dropped that proposal
to focus on regulation rather than prohibition.

Downed drone on airport runway halts
operations at Lisbon

A photographer’s drone that fell on Lisbon airport’s
runway on Monday interrupted operations at the airport
for eight minutes. An aircraft in the vicinity had a short
while earlier raised the alarm about the presence of a
drone in the area. National airport managers ANA said
the drone was recovered from the runway and handed
over to authorities.

Monchique wildfire property damages
placed at €2m

The Environment Minster has estimated that property
damages caused by wildfires in Monchique will total
around two million euros. Thirty-two homes were
damaged in the fire in Monchique, 12 of which were
completely destroyed. An on the ground assessment of
damage was completed on Tuesday, after which the
recovery programme will be proceeding.




4 The Portugal News ¢ 18 Aug 2018

Front Page Story

Dole queues shrink to new low

@ BRENDAN DE BEER

The Portuguese economy has once again recorded impressive figures, and following on record-high consumer confidence
is news that the number of people out of work has contracted to a 16-year low.

he number of
jobseekers registered at
IEFP training and
employment centres has
plunged by over 20 percent in the
space of just one year.
Latest data published this week
revealed that active jobseekers
have fallen to 330,587 between
July 2017 and July 2018,
representing a fall of 20.6
percent.
The current number of people
looking for work in Portugal is now
atits lowestin 16 years, having
been reduced by more than
85,000 people in the past year.
The downward trend has been
particularly satisfying in terms of
youth employment and first-time
job seekers, with their number
experiencing a drastic reduction

of 30 percent.

Similarly, the number of people
who have been out of work for
more than a year has also dropped
substantially, and in July this year,
was down 24.2 percent on 2017
figures.

The Portuguese Government
quickly stepped up to accept the
laurels for this remarkable
improvement in the labour market.
“The drop in the number of
jobseekers is due to sustained
evolution and is the result of a
political strategy”, Labour
Secretary Miguel Cabrita said in
a statement.

“Since the start of the current
legislative mandate, more than
300,000 jobs have been
created”, explained Miguel
Cabrita, adding however “that

while there are still people without
jobs, we will continue to reinforce
our priority to create employment,
particularly among groups who
are most exposed by the lack of job
security.”

Positive job figures have been
released on a monthly basis for
much of 2018. Back in June,
Portugal’s unemployment rate
slipped to below eight percent for
the first time in a decade, with
projections that more people will
find employment right through
until the end of the year.

Job creation continues to show
promise, with companies currently
increasing their workforce by an
average of three percent.
Additional data from the National
Statistics Institute (INE) also
indicates that not only are workers

becoming increasingly in
demand, but that wages are also
at an all-time high.

The INE revealed that by the end of
last year, the number of workers
earning 3,000 euros after
deductions had climbed to its
highest figure on record, with
37,500 workers falling in this
category.

But it is not only high-income
earners who are benefitting from
being handed greater monetary
rewards from their bosses. The
number of workers cashing pay
cheques of below 600 euros a
month is also at a new low, while
the average take-home pay in
Portugal has risen above
inflation to 876 euros a month.
There was also a substantial
increase (18.4 percent) of

workers taking home between
1,800 and 2,500 euros a month.
There have also been repeated
calls from the leftist partners of
the minority Socialist
government to reduce the
working week.

With discussions for the 2019
state budget around the corner,
junior members of the
government’s leftist alliance
remain insistent that the
Socialists cut the working week
in the private sector to seven
hours a day or 35 hours a week.
According to calculations by the
Communist Party, reducing the
working week to 35 hours would
effectively wipe out
unemployment, with 440,000
jobs expected to be created by
such a move.

State appeals against Aljezur oll
drilling injunction

A government entity has confirmed it has appealed against a court ruling that gave rise to
an injunction suspending the prospecting of oil off Aljezur in the Algarve.

Last week, Loulé’s
Administrative Court ruled in favour
of the Algarve Fossil Fuel Free
platform’s (PALP) injunction and
suspended the license (TUPEM
permit) forthe ENI/ GALP
consortium to drill for oil off Aljezur.

On Tuesday this week, the
Directorate-General for Natural
Resources, Security and
Maritime Services (DGRM)
issued a statement saying that it
has appealed the decision.

Following the announcement
of the court’s acceptance of the
injunction, the ENI/ GALP
consortium assured Lusa News

Agency that it “always complied
scrupulously with the legislation
and the authorities’
determinations” with regard to
the permit for oil prospecting off
Aljezur and was “evaluating this
decision and its options”.

The TUPEM issued by the
DGRM covers the exploration
phase and is a requirement that
results from compliance with the
legal regime of maritime spatial
planning.

The DGRM explained that “this
permit does not involve any
decision regarding the
authorisation of production of the

resources that may be detected”
and feels that PALP’s injunction
has “called into question the
legality of the actand the
procedure adopted by this
General Directorate when the
TUPEM was issued”.

“The legal adviser appointed in
the case, whose duty itis to
defend the position adopted by
the DGRM, considered that there
is a technical-legal basis for
bringing an appeal to the Central
Administrative Court”, the DGRM
announced, without specifying
the date on which the appeal was
lodged.

&) News in Brief

38 beaches closed to public so far this year

At least 38 beaches have been closed off to the public for periods,
for one reason or another so far this year, mostly due to illegal
discharges. That is almost double the 21 beaches temporarily
restricted last year, and close to 6 percent of the country’s 608 official
inland and coastal beaches. Among the closures were eight Algarve
beaches, in the municipalities of Lagoa and Albufeira.

Seventy-four homes destroyed in Monchique fire

Seventy-four homes were destroyed in the municipality of Monchique
by last week’s massive wildfire. According to Monchique Mayor Rui
André, 30 of those were primary residential properties. For now, only the
primary residential properties will be given immediate financial support.

More than €1bn spent on toll roads in Portugal

More than €1bn has been spent on toll roads in Portugal. This is
according to newspaper Correio da Manha, which reports a record
growth of 6.2 percent in traffic on tolled motorways has been
registered. Motorways in the north and south of the country registered
the biggest growths in traffic, while companies have spent some
€56.6 million on improving stretches of the roads.
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TELLING YOU THE
WHOLE STORY?

Not all investment advisers are as independent
as you might think. Seme will sell you products
from a single company, reducing your choice.
Others will base their advice on what earns
them the most commission, not the best return
for you.

The European Commission calculates that
biased advice costs EU consumers over a
trillion euros a year. At a personal level, more
than half your annual returns could be going
to third parties, not you.

Which, of course, also means doubling
your money could be taking twice as long
as it should.

At RC Brown we’ll build you a diverse
portfolio, tailored to your needs, based on

a broad range of investments in which we
have genuine expertise and unrivalled market
knowledge. Plus, each quarter you'll pay a
single, transparent, all-inclusive charge and
not a penny more.

So, if you have €20,000 or more to invest, and
want to be sure you're getting the very best
advice, service and return on your meney, talk
to Alan Beaney now. And be confident your
money’s in safe hands.

WWW.RCBIM.PT « E: ENQUIRIES@RCBIM.PT « T: +(351) 707 502535

Portugal Representative Office: 17 Rua das Buganvilas, Herdade da Aroeira, Chameca da Caparica 2820-554
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Former Brexit Minister in close call
in Alvor as parachute fails to open

Tory MP Steve Baker had a close call over the skies of Alvor when his main
parachute failed to open.

Former Brexit minister
Steve Baker got more
adrenaline than he
bargained for when his
parachute failed to open
while skydiving in Alvor.

he Tory MP, who quit as a Brexit
minister last month, went into a
“fast spiral dive” and had to rely on
his reserve parachute.
He had to perform an emergency
landing and came down on the Penina
golf course, right next to the clubhouse.
Baker revealed the close shave with a
beaming smile in an Instagram post on
Sunday.
He said: “Pleased my reserve parachute,
here in white, worked as advertised after
a main malfunction last week.
“Emergency landing on nearby golf course
perfect, next to clubhouse.
“Wished you were there etc.”
Mr Baker added that the problem began
after the left steering toggle jammed.
He said: “After two attempts to release
the toggle, | took the reserve.”
Despite the close shave, Mr Baker
insisted the dive was “awesome”.
TPN/PA
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Portuguese consulates overseas to
acceptdocumentationin other

languages

Portuguese consulates
in foreign countries are
soon to start accepting
documents in English,
Spanish and French,
meaning citizens will no
longer need to embark on
the costly process of
getting their paperwork
translated.

The move was
announced last week by
the State Secretary for
Communities, José Luis
Carneiro, during a visit to
mark Emigrant’s Day in the
northern Portuguese
municipality of Murca.

The measure is also

designed to make
consular proceedings
simpler and speedier.

During his visit to Murca
last Friday, José Luis
Carneiro highlighted
another measure that
also facilitates the
relationship of
Portuguese residents
abroad with consular
branches: the validity of
the national Citizen’s Card
has been extended from
five yearsto 10 years.

“This means holders will
not have to go to consular
branches as often”, José
Luis Carneiro said.

Portuguese police save

69 migrants

GNR police working in the Greek islands of
Samos and Lesbos rescued 69 migrants on
Monday, including 36 children.

The GNR said the
migrants, travelling
towards the Greek coast,
were from Afghanistan and
Irag.

In another patrol action

on the island of Lesbos,
Portuguese officials
helped disembark 58
Afghan citizens and
referred them to the Greek
authorities.

There's always a way to get there

Cris Piessens Clinic g

implants since 1987

A

» Dental Surgery
* Prosthodontics

* General Dentistry
* Dental Implantology

» Aesthestic Dentistry

* Periodontology

* Endodontics

* Orthodontics
* Oral hygiene

* Emergency Dentistry

Tel. +351 289 589 080 - Mobile: +351 966 017 783

info@crispiessensclinic.com » www.crispiessensclinic.com
[ §) /crispiessensdentalclinic



The Portugal News ¢ 25 Aug 2018 7

CUyiosa

LIVIN G

INTERIOR & LIFESTYLE
A NEW INSPIRING WAY TO LIVE

GET 2 FREE PILLOWS
& 1 FREE DUVET

ON THE PURCHASE OF
A QUEEN SIZE BED

SUMMER w0 20 YEARS
SALES S ANNIVERSARY

f ¥ P
SITIO DO TROTO, CX 385-A ALMANCIL, ALGARVE 37°4'46.63" N, 7° 59’ 39.65" W
www.curiosaportugal.com | info@curiosaportugal.com | (+351) 289 391 373




