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Prime Minister unvells tax breaks to bring bac
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Post-fireplansdrawnupto
boostMonchiquetourismas
locals urge peopletokeep
visitingthe areadevastated by
recentwildfires.

Fuel cheats
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"widespread manipulation of
fuel efficiency tests by the car
industry."
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Tourism bites
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being"destroyed" bythemass
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is ntonio Costa pictured here last weekend at a Socialist Party event where he
WEATHER >P2 announced incentives to encourage emigrants return to Portugal. (Photo: Lusa/Arménio Belo)
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Post-fire plans drawn up to boost
locals urge people to keep visiting

N

CARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEY

The restoration of fire-destroyed hiking routes and new campaigns to attract more
tourists are two priority measures to be implemented in the Algarve municipality of
Monchique. The main aim is to help the region recover after the massive fires

earlier this month, as local artisans and small businesses appeal for visitors to keep
coming, and support the area and fire victims with much-needed income.

ortugal’s Tourism State
Secretary, Ana Mendes
Godinho, has said that a
number of plans are in
the pipeline to boost the
dynamics of Monchique’s
tourism.
A programme designed to help
central Portugal recover from
last year’s catastrophic fires,
which sees the government
contribute €22 for every person
who stays in hotels in the region,
is also being rolled out to
Monchique.
Ana Mendes Godinho said that a
series of campaigns is on the
drawing board to help restore

WEATHER

the region’s tourism activity - on
the one hand, by recovering
affected infrastructure,
particularly hiking trails, and, on
the other, by attracting more
visitors with the staging of
events, congresses or company
meetings.

“Some trails can be used at this
time, others not, and these are
the ones we want to ensure are
quickly replaced”, said the State
Secretary, after a meeting with
businessmen from
Monchique’s tourism sector last
week, which was also attended
by the heads of the local council
and Algarve tourism board,

among others.

The Tourism State Secretary
said that the programme that
was created for the Central re-
gion in the wake of the deadly
2017 fires, in which the national
tourist board Turismo de
Portugal supports business or
event meetings by contributing
€22 per night for each person
staying in tourist
accommodation units in the
area, will be extended to
Monchique.

According to Ms. Godinho, the
measure will “come into force
immediately”, and companies
can apply to hold events or

Summer’s peak has been short, not sweet

If next week’s temperatures are anything to go by it seems the fiercest of the summer
weather - which this year lasted just a couple of weeks - is already ebbing away to make
room for gentler temperatures, but it will still be bright and sunny and warm.

Lisbon: Thermometers in the
capital will peak at their hottest
for the coming days this
Saturday, the first day of
September, when they will reach
34 degrees Celsius, before
dropping to the high 20s, where
they will stay for the rest of the
coming week.
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South: Even southern Portu-
gal will feel noticeably cooler
next week, when highs will stick
at around the 28 degrees Celsius
mark, nights will be cooler at
around 17 degrees, and some
cloud will move in. This week-
end, Saturday will be hot, peak-
ing at 33 degrees, before the
mercury starts to drop.
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North: This weekend will also
be hot and sunny in northern
Portugal, reaching 31 degrees
Celsius on Saturday, before the
cloud moves in and
thermometers drop down to the
low-to-mid 20s for the rest of the
coming week, though still being
sunny with scattered cloud.
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meetings in the municipality of
Monchique, at a time when
“there is more difficulty” in re-
launching tourism.

After experiencing a flurry of
cancellations during the week of
the fire, which raged incessantly
between 3 and 10 August,
Monchique’s hotels “are now
resuming their tourist activity”,
with occupancy forecasts for the
end of August and September
looking up.

Meanwhile, local artisans and
small business owners, who
survive mainly from visitors’
spending, have appealed for
people to keep visiting the
charred region, after some ex-
cursion companies reportedly
halted trips up the mountain in
the immediate aftermath of the
fire.

A number of local artists and
craftspeople who live and work
in Monchique lost not only their
homes, workshops and studios
in the fire, but, consequently,
also their income, due to the
dropin visitors.

Locals took to social media to
point out that, while the
surrounding countryside may be
black and charred, key beauty
tourist spots, such as the Caldas
springs and Monchique town
centre survived the fire
unscathed and it is business as
usual - albeit slower and quieter
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Monchique tourism as

than it would usually be at this
time of year.

David Thomas, head of the Safe
Communities Portugal crime
and fire prevention and advice
association said: “Itis essential to
give shops, restaurants and other
businesses every support at this
time - the best way for recovery”.
Furthermore, a new online
platform has been created to
channel all relief and rebuilding
efforts to one spot.

The Ajuda Monchique website
(www.ajudamonchique.com), a
citizens’ initiative in
collaboration with local services
such as the Monchique
firefighters, council and social
services among others, aims to
centralise help for those affected
by thefire.

Safe Communities Portugal
said: “The centralisation of the
various support operations
ensures maximum efficiency,
whereas the collaboration of
citizens ensures not only
transparency, but that the
citizens of Monchique are given
agency and empowered, not
patronised, by the help
supplied”.

According to the European
Forest Fire Information System,
the fire at the start of August
consumed a total of 27,635
hectares, with the greatest im-
pact in Monchique, where the
burned area reached 16,700
hectares, affecting a total of 32
dwellings. The Portuguese As-
sociation of Insurers (APS) an-
nounced last week that the dam-
ages calculated and covered by
insurance, following the fire in
the Monchique mountain range,
exceed two million euros.
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Joéo Furtado, an artisan from Monchique, lost his house and workshop in the early-
August fire and was saved by jumping in to the water tank on his property. (Photo: Lusa/
luis forra)

&) News in Brief

Social Democrats side with PAN on
rules for animal-drawn carts

The PS Socialist party has sided with the PAN
Party for People Animals and Nature in its pro-
posal to create rules for animal-drawn carts and
carriages. Among its suggestions, PAN wants
animals to have compulsory periods of rest, and to
limit the number of people that can travel on the
likes of horse-drawn carts. PS MP Pedro Delgado
Alves said he hoped ‘consensual solutions’ can be
found to improve road safety.

Nurses call national strike on 20
and 21 September

Portuguese nurses’ unions have called a
nationwide strike for 20 and 21 September,
following a meeting with the General Workers’
Union. The six unions had a meeting scheduled to
analyse an expected counterproposal by the
Government, but in the absence of the document,
the meeting was used to coordinate protests. This
follows similar action earlier this month, but which
was called by only one of the six unions
representing nurses.

Plane journeys taking longer

Plane journeys are taking longer than a decade
ago, according to a report that claims the change
is down to airlines “padding” their schedules to
create the impression passengers were reaching
their destinations on time. Carriers are accused of
adding extra time to flight schedules, in some
cases up to 30 minutes, to ensure they maintain
punctuality and are therefore less likely to be liable
for compensation payouts. Researchers found 87
percent of British Airways flights analysed were
slower, while it was 82 percent for Ryanair, 75
percent for Virgin Atlantic and 62 percent for
easyJet.

Porto tourist tax revenue well
above expectations

The revenue obtained from the tax imposed by
Porto on visitors has exceeded the city’s expectations
by 50 percent. According to the northern city, the tax,
which came into force last March, currently
generates an average of 750,000 euros for the
northern city’s coffers. Porto is also looking to
increase revenue obtained from local lodging,
saying it hopes to have 90 percent of all licence
holders pay the tourist tax by the end of the year.
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Zoomarine

Dive in the most exciting Waves of Fun in the Algarve!
You can't miss in 2018 the amazing water fun

attractions at Zoomarine Beach!

Watch the outstanding live presentations,

| the 4D Movie - Little dolphin, visit the Aquarium,
# have ablast with the Pirates and enjoy so much morel

Board in the wonderful world of Zoomarine and

have a great day out with family and friends.

Present this voucher at the theme park ticket office until

03/11/2018 for 1 day ticket,

€3 discount on the purchase of a normal ticket or

€2 discount on the purchase of a junior or senior ticket.

Valid up to a maximum of 4 tickets to the theme park.

Not valid with other discounts or promotions.
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Search for Briton missing in Santa Clara dam

could be scaled back

Rescue workers are set to scale down their search for a British national who went

in the Santa Clara dam near Odemira. (Photo: The Portugal News)

On Wednesday, officials involved in the search for missing Briton
Richard Chapelow were considering scaling back the size of the search, AgriEMARIE
which at the time of going to press (on Wednesday) was in its 10th day.
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missing

r. Chapelow,
29,
disappeared in
the waters of
the Santa Claradam in
Ourique, Alentejo, an hour’s
drive north ofthe Algarve,
over a week ago after being
flung from a banana boat.
Local fire Chief Mario Batista,
who is heading the search,
told The Portugal News
on Wednesday thata
decision would be made
later that evening, after the
day’s searches, on whether
or not to pare back the
operation from Thursday.
“The boats, in principle, will
stay on, but maybe notthe
divers”, he said, explaining
the depth of the water and its
murkiness plus debris on the

dam’s bed have hampered
the hunt.

“It's like an underwater forest,
with lots of trees and mud on
the bottom”, he described.
Last week the search was
bumped up from an initial 30
to more than 60 elements,
but after 10 days of fruitless
scouring, it might soon be
downsized.

Marketing and advertising
executive Richard Chapelow
is said to have been on
holiday in southern Portugal
with billionaire Foxtons
estate agency founder Jon
Hunt’s son Harry, at their
luxury villa, when the
accident happened.

He was part of a group 10
Britons having fun on the
water last Monday; six

were on a boat, and four
on a ‘banana boat’-type
inflatable, which flipped
while being pulled by the
boat.

Three of the four riders
swam back to the boat; Mr.
Chapelow is still missing.
A Beja GNR spokesperson
told The Portugal News
that all types of recreational
vessels being used on the
public waters of the dam
must be licensed and
riders are obliged to wear
lifejackets.

Whether or not Mr.
Chapelow was wearing a
lifejacket at the time of the
accident is still under
investigation and no further
comments could be
provided.

Couple killed in horrific motorway smash on way home from Fatacll

Three people were killed, among them a young entrepreneurial couple, and six others were seriously injured in a horrific crash that happened on the
main A1 Lisbon to Porto motorway on Monday in Mealhada, northern Portugal.

Among the victims were Rui
Nunes Figueiredo, creator of the
acclaimed Portuguese craft beer
Rapada, and his wife, Alexandra
Nunes, an entrepreneur in the
field of Aveiro natural salt.

The couple, both believed to be
in their early 40’s, died in the
smash as they were making their
way home to Aveiro from the
Fatacil agriculture and tourism

fair, held in the Algarve city of
Lagoa from 17 to 26 August.

The accident involved two
lorries and several passenger
vehicles. The third victim was
identified as the driver of one of
the lorries.

All three died from their injuries
after being trapped inside their
vehicles.

Early reports suggested one of

the lorries had ploughed through
the central divider and rolled onto
the van being driven by the tragic

couple.

The Mayor of Oliveira do
Hospital, homeland of Rui
Nunes Figueiredo’s place of
birth, Santo Anténio do Alva,
formerly known as Rapada, after
which the businessman named
his award-winning beer, was

among the first people to publicly
express his sympathy in the wake
of the accident.

Mayor José Carlos
Alexandrino highlighted Mr.
Figueiredo’s “great dynamics”
and, in comments to Centro TV,
recalled how he “won the
Empreender+ contest that the
municipality organises, for new
business ideas, with the Rapada

artisanal beer project”.

“They [the couple] were very
dear to the people of the land and
| want to express my heartfelt
condolences to their families”,
added the mayor.

The Aveiro rescue service said
the accident cut off the
northbound carriageway of the
A1 for several hours and also
affected the southbound traffic.
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Geoffnet 16 - 24 Uhr

Happy hour 16 - 18 Uhr
Live-Musik ab 19 Uhr
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Happy hour' - 6pm
Live band from7pm
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