
Staycationers compensate for successive drop in
Algarve tourists though revenue remains high
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Taxis this week staged a
nationwide protest
against a new law that
regulates electronic
transport platforms such
as Uber and Cabify.
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Portugal’s PSP police
force has created a
dedicated email and
phone helpline for
citizens to report cases
of animal neglect.
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Cristiano Ronaldo scored
his first Juventus goals
with a double in the
defending Serie A
champions 2-1 home
win over Sassuolo.
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Botched start to a
new school year

Alleged racist survey withdrawn from
primary schools
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Yet another new school year has got off to a
shaky start after some students arrived at their
schools only to find them still closed due to a
lack of assisting staff, such as caretakers and
hall monitors.

The 2018-2019
school year was
due to start in
earnest on

Monday, but for some of
the 1.5 million students
due to return to classes this
week, their first day back was far
from full steam ahead as a
number of schools remained
closed due to a “chronic
shortage of staff”.
Speaking to TSF, the president
of the Association of Heads of
Public Schools and School
Groups (ANDAEP), Filinto Lima,
said there are still “schools
across the country that have not
opened” because of staff
shortages.
Mr. Lima said: “We must take a
definite step towards resolving
this problem, so that each year,
the beginning of the school year
can stop being news.
“It is urgent to change the law
that allows the hiring of workers
to replace those who have been
on medical leave for months or
even years”, he warned.
According to the association
chief, the lack of operational
assistants could have delayed
the beginning of the school year
at schools in Lisbon, Évora and
Braga.
“Few schools are satisfied with
the number of employees they
have”, he warned, appealing to
Finance Minister Mário

Centeno: Try to realise
once and for all that
education is indeed very
important. It is important
the words become
action”.

In Mr. Lima’s view, efforts by the
Ministry of Education to hire an
extra 2,000 assistants for
primary and secondary schools
are not enough.
The Secretary of State for
Education acknowledged some
“specific problems” in some
schools earlier in the school
year, but felt that they should not
overshadow “many good”
measures like free textbooks or
efforts to bring teachers’
previously frozen career
progression up to date.
State Secretary Alexandra
Leitão acknowledged there is
still a “long and difficult” path
ahead, but highlighted the
progress being made.
For most students however, the
school year did begin on
Monday, while teacher unions
pledged to mark the start of the
new school year with hundreds
of plenary sessions across the
country to discuss their ongoing
struggles with the government
with regard to the profession.
Without an end in sight to the
long-standing wrangle, a strike
has already been pencilled in
for 1 to 4 October, followed by a
national teachers’ protest in

Lisbon on 5 October, a bank
holiday which coincides with
World Teacher’s Day.
The possibility of an October
strike was touched upon back in
July, by a union official for the
Portuguese National
Federation of Teachers,

Fenprof.
Teachers’ main demands
include the unfreezing of
progressive pay for years of
service, which was frozen in
2010 as part of the Troika’s
bailout deal.
This comes following reports

CARRIE-MARIE
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Portugal’s director general for Education, José Vítor Pedroso, said on Tuesday that allPortugal’s director general for Education, José Vítor Pedroso, said on Tuesday that allPortugal’s director general for Education, José Vítor Pedroso, said on Tuesday that allPortugal’s director general for Education, José Vítor Pedroso, said on Tuesday that allPortugal’s director general for Education, José Vítor Pedroso, said on Tuesday that all
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Portuguese daily Jornal de Notícias reported in
Tuesday’s edition that the survey, which asks
specific questions about the origin of students’
parents (whether they are Roma, African or
Brazilians) and had been authorised by the
Directorate-General for Education, was handed to
parents on Monday in at least two primary schools.

Speaking to Lusa News Agency, Pedroso said
the surveys were already being withdrawn, adding
that checks were underway to find out “what went
wrong.”

“Any survey that is done within school grounds
(whether to students, teachers or staff) requires
authorisation from the Directorate-General for
Education (DGE). There is legislation in Portugal
that stipulates when questionnaires are addressed
to students, the type of questions and the size of the
questionnaire is very stringent,” he said.

The Director General of Education stressed that
the DGE has to approve any questionnaire that may
be sent out, but then it is up to the head of each
school to decide whether to use it.

According to Jornal de Notícias, several
complaints about the survey were made to the High
Commission for Migration (ACM), the Commission
for Equality and Against Racial Discrimination and
also to Rosa Monteiro, Secretary of State for
Citizenship and Equality.

The issue involves questions about the ancestry
of the students and the origin of their parents.

The study was organised by CLOO, a behavioural
economics consultancy and was coordinated by
researcher Diana Orghian and aims to “improve
educational methods in Portugal” and states that it
is conducted in partnership with the Belmiro
Azevedo Foundation.                                                 TPN/Lusa

Summer continues
While summer officially ends just before 3am on
Sunday morning with the arrival of the
September equinox, temperatures will be
paying little regard to the arrival of autumn in
Portugal.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The Portuguese
capital will be among the
warmest places in Europe this
weekend, as thermometers are
set to climb to 34 degrees Celsius
this Sunday, before a slight drop
in the coming week, but
temperatures will still stay above
the 30 degree mark for the
coming week.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: Southern
Portugal will be very hot in the
coming days, with little or no
breeze to speak of. The Algarve

will see temperatures in their
mid-30s at least until the middle
of next week, while the Alentejo
can expect highs bordering on
40 degrees Celsius.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern Portugal
will be slightly milder than the
remainder of the country, with
highs not forecast to breach the
30-degree barrier, but will still
remain unseasonably warm and
dry nonetheless, with plenty of
sunshine and a few scattered
clouds around.
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Costa da Caparica surfers claim they are being
muscled out

 Surfers on the popular surfing hotspot Costa da Caparica have
complained they are being muscled out of the beach. Independent
surfers claim spots along the beach that have been reserved for surf
schools and swimmers, limit the space in which they can practice the
sport. Lisbon Port Captaincy which has jurisdiction over Caparica, said
there is space enough for everyone and it is being managed fairly, but a
number of incidents have occurred when the beach is at is busiest.

Unleaded fuel price drop
The cost of refuelling for drivers of unleaded petrol cars is cheaper as

from this week. The average price of a litre of unleaded is set to drop by
up to 1 cent, while the cost of diesel is to remain unchanged. The latest
price changes sees unleaded fuel drop below 1.60 euro a litre, while
the reference price for diesel remains at 1.38 euro. Globally, the
demand for unleaded petrol usually drops on the holidays, while that
for diesel tends to rise as colder weather approaches.

Man’s body found on Bela Vista beach
The body of a 45-year-old man was found on Bela Vista beach in Costa

da Caparica during the early hours of Sunday morning. On Saturday, the
dead man’s workplace had contacted maritime police after he failed to
turn up for work. PJ police are investigating the incident.

Euromillions jackpot soars to €130m
The jackpot for this coming Friday’s Euromillions draw has been

boosted to 130 million euros after no player managed to win the 45 million
euros on offer in the Tuesday draw. The second prize worth just over
200,000 euros was won by four players, all of whom were from outside of
Portugal. The third prize of 95,000 euros will be handed to two players, one
being from Portugal. The winning numbers in the Tuesday night draw
were 03 – 08 – 10 – 32 and 45 and the lucky stars 4 and 12. 

Four Portuguese teens win awards at EU Young
Scientists’ competition

Four Portuguese teens won awards this week at the 30th edition of
the European Union’s competition for Young Scientists. One of the
teens took second place in the main competition with a math’s
project, scooping a €5,000 prize and tickets to attend the 2018 Nobel
Prize Awards. The four Portuguese teens were among 135 students
aged 14 to 20 from 38 different countries who submitted a total of 88
projects from various scientific fields.

President wishes Supreme Court's new
president "every success"

Portugal's president, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, has congratulated
the judge counsellor António Joaquim Piçarra on his election as
president of the Portuguese Supreme Court (STJ), wishing him "every
success" in his duties. Judge counsellor António Joaquim Piçarra was
elected president of the Supreme Court on Tuesday, succeeding
António Henriques Gaspar, who left the post after a five-year term.

delayed due to a shortage of school auxiliary staff which meant a number of schools stayed closed.delayed due to a shortage of school auxiliary staff which meant a number of schools stayed closed.delayed due to a shortage of school auxiliary staff which meant a number of schools stayed closed.delayed due to a shortage of school auxiliary staff which meant a number of schools stayed closed.delayed due to a shortage of school auxiliary staff which meant a number of schools stayed closed.

last week that teachers in
Portugal’s schools tend to earn
far more than university
graduates working in other
fields.
Data contained in the OECD
report ‘Education at a Glance
2018’ showed that only

teachers in Luxembourg earn
more than those in Portugal,
when measured in relation to
workers with a similar
educational level in their own
country.
Greece’s teachers are in third
place, with Germany’s and

Finland’s in fourth and fifth.
In Portugal, teachers in primary
and secondary education earn
around 35 percent more than
other graduate workers, while
those in pre-school education
earn 50 percent more,
according to the report.
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Taxis in nationwide protest

Staycations rescue Algarve tourism
In comparison to July 2017, the Algarve had fewer tourists in July this year, and in terms of ‘bums in beds’ has been on a
downwards trend for several months. However, a growing number of nationals who chose to stay-cate (holiday in their
home country) this year went some way towards making up for a dwindling foreign market.

Latest available figures
revealed by the
Portuguese Hotel
Association (AHP) show

that hotels in the Algarve were not
quite as full this July as last July,
and occupancy rates have been
on a slump for six months.
The AHP painted a less-than-rosy
picture, saying: “In terms of
occupancy rates, the Algarve has
been receding since February. In
July 2017, there was also a slight
decrease compared to the same
month of 2016”.
The average room occupancy

rate in the Algarve this July was
84 percent, down 1.6 percent on
the same month of 2017.
According to the AHP’s Tourism
Monitors, a data collection tool
for the national hotel industry
carried out monthly by the
Portuguese Hotel Association,
nationally, in July Portugal’s
hotels were four fifths full, with an
average room occupancy rate of
80 percent.
Notwithstanding a noticeable
drop in foreign visitors to the
Algarve, both revenue and the
number of national tourists to that

region were up on last year’s
figures.
The Algarve’s hotels generated
total revenue in July 2018 of
186.7 million euros; 144.4
million of which came from room
fees. This represents a year-on-
year increase of 3.2 percent and
1.9 percent, respectively, and is
the most positive indicator for the
region in terms of monthly
information available on the
tourist activity, released this week
by the National Statistics Institute
(INE), given that both overnight
stays in the Algarve and the

number of foreign tourists visiting
the region are down.
Algarve hotels registered 542,000
guests and close to 2.7 million
overnight stays in July, which is
down 2.8 percent and 3.2
percent, respectively, on 2017.
However, Portuguese tourists’
overnight stays were up by 5.9
percent this year, when
compared to July last year, a shift
the INE highlighted and has been
widely hailed as having to some
extent made up for a lack of
foreign visitors.
And it seems national residents

have been swapping holidays
abroad for a holiday at home for
a while now, as cumulatively,
over the first seven months of the
year, the number of overnight
stays by so-called ‘staycationers’
grew by 6.6 percent on last year.
This represents an extra
135,000 overnight stays for
Portugal’s domestic tourism
market.
But while the domestic market
has been growing, overnight
stays in the Algarve by non-
residents have been receding,
having fallen by 6.5 percent in
July and 4.5 percent since the
beginning of the year (down by
386,000 overnight stays).
This follows a general trend
flagged by the INE for the entire
country.
Since the beginning of 2018, the
Algarve has accumulated total
revenue of €569 million (up 4.6
percent), more than 10.4 million
overnight stays (down 2.3
percent) and close to 2.4 million
guests (down 0.3 percent).
The average length of a holiday in
Portugal in July was 4.95 nights.
In related news, accommodation
platform Airbnb registered
almost 1.4 million guests who
visited Portugal this summer. The
Portuguese capital, Lisbon, the
northern city of Porto and the
western Algarve city of Lagos
topped the ranking of most
popular Airbnb destinations in
Portugal.
The figures are 18 percent up on
last summer, and, according to
the platform, Portugal is still
among the most popular
destinations in Europe for
travellers from all over the world.

Taxis this week staged aTaxis this week staged aTaxis this week staged aTaxis this week staged aTaxis this week staged a
nationwide protest against anationwide protest against anationwide protest against anationwide protest against anationwide protest against a
new law that regulatesnew law that regulatesnew law that regulatesnew law that regulatesnew law that regulates
electronic transport platformselectronic transport platformselectronic transport platformselectronic transport platformselectronic transport platforms
such as Uber and Cabify.such as Uber and Cabify.such as Uber and Cabify.such as Uber and Cabify.such as Uber and Cabify.

According to a decree signed off by
President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa ,
new rules regulating these platforms
will come into effect as from November.

The protests were staged in Lisbon,
Porto and Faro. Taxis in the Algarve
capital gathered along the EN125
national road leading to and from the
Faro International Airport.

In Lisbon, scores of taxis gathered in
Praça dos Restauradores, where they
handed out black T-shirts saying
“#Somos taxis” (We are taxis).

One of the taxi drivers’ main
complaints is the “fact that the new
platform regulation does not demand a
minimum number of cars per
municipality or region as is the case
with taxis.” Taxi drivers gather in downtown Lisbon during the national demonstration. (Photo EPA/Miguel A. Lopes)Taxi drivers gather in downtown Lisbon during the national demonstration. (Photo EPA/Miguel A. Lopes)Taxi drivers gather in downtown Lisbon during the national demonstration. (Photo EPA/Miguel A. Lopes)Taxi drivers gather in downtown Lisbon during the national demonstration. (Photo EPA/Miguel A. Lopes)Taxi drivers gather in downtown Lisbon during the national demonstration. (Photo EPA/Miguel A. Lopes)
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Ryanair cabin crew announce more strike
action for next week
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Ryanair cabin crew unions from five countries have announced joint Europe-wide strike action to take place next week
Friday, 28 September, to be staged by workers from Portugal, Belgium, Holland, Italy and Spain.

The impending strike is
expected to affect flights
across Europe,
although the airline

vehemently refuted suggestions
made following its
announcement, that the action
would “cause chaos”.
The date was announced last
Thursday in Brussels and follows
similar pan-European action, a
two-day strike, held at the end of
July.
Cabin crew are demanding

Europe’s largest low-cost airline
applies the national legislation of
their countries of origin to their
contracts, in particular in terms of
parental leave and minimum
wage guarantee.
In addition, they want Ryanair to
withdraw disciplinary
proceedings due to medical
casualties or sales on board
aircraft below the company’s
targets.
The unions have threatened
monthly strikes should their calls

go unanswered.
Last week the airline was
dogged by a pilots’ strike and
cabin crew action in Germany,
which resulted in the
cancellation of 150 flights to and
from that country.
Before this latest bout of action
was confirmed, faced with the
possibility of another impending
strike, Ryanair had said a fresh
European cabin crew strike
would “also be of little impact”.
“If there is a further unsuccessful

cabin crew strike on the 28th
September, as we demonstrated
in Germany [last week], Ryanair
will pre-advise customers of a
small number of flight
cancellations, and the
overwhelming majority of
Ryanair’s flights and services that
day will operate as normal, and
we will carry the overwhelming
majority of the 400,000
passengers who will be
scheduled to fly with us that day”,
said Kenny Jacobs, head of the
company’s marketing
department.
Responding to the
announcement of more strike
action next week, Ryanair said it
“rejected false claims made by
Belgian union CNE that strike
action by its small minority of
cabin crew on the 28th
September” would cause “travel
chaos”.
As another example, the airline
pointed to its experience during
previous strikes, which included
five days of strikes by less than 25
percent of its Irish pilots this
summer, and on each of those
days, the airline said, it
completed “280 of its 300 flights
to/from Ireland, because over 75
percent of its Irish pilots
continued to work normally”. 
Ryanair said it expects that “even
if there is another limited cabin
crew strike on 28 September, the
vast majority of its cabin crew
across Europe will work as
normal. 
It also expects “a significant
majority of its cabin crew in
Spain, Italy, Belgium, the

Netherlands and Portugal will
also work normally, as they have
during previous strikes, and
accordingly there will not be any
‘travel chaos’ or ‘widespread
disruptions’.”
Ryanair’s Kenny Jacobs said:
“Repeated false claims made by
these unions about ‘travel chaos’
have proven to be unfounded.
While we regret the limited strike
actions that have taken place this
summer, in all cases we have
judiciously pre-cancelled a small
number of our 2,500 daily flights
in order to minimise customer
disruption and inconvenience.
He continued: “We object to
these lurid and inaccurate press
headlines which wrongly refer to
‘travel chaos’, despite the fact
that during the seven days of
partial strikes by a small minority
of our pilots and cabin crew this
summer, there has been very
little disruption and absolutely no
‘chaos’.” 
Last month’s 48-hour strike saw
around half of Ryanair’s flights to
and from the countries involved
being cancelled, amid claims by
the unions that the Irish airline
was coercing workers by
threatening them with being fired
if they did not fly on their days off
that fell on strike days.
But there is still a chance next
week’s strike could even be
called off; unions have said the
action could be avoided if, in its
General Meeting, which was due
to take place on Thursday this
week, Ryanair’s shareholders
agree to make changes to work
contracts.


