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News

New Alojamento Local rules come 
A series of new laws regulating the classification of properties as
Alojamento Local, or short-term rental properties, came into effect
earlier this week, which, among others, gives councils and
condominiums more powers to intervene in future listings.

The revamped bill lays
out a number of
alterations to the
existing legislation

which regulates the process of
legalising private properties as
Alojamento Local (AL).
However, the changes will
mostly affect new properties
signing up, with fewer
ramifications for existing AL
properties.
Chiefly, as of Tuesday this week,
under the new regime, all types
of properties that provide short-
term rental accommodation in
exchange for payment can be
considered AL, and not just
those intended for tourists.
Among other key changes, the
new bill gives power to local
councils and condominiums to
intervene in future AL
registrations.
This means councils and other
property-owners in a building
can have a say in whether or not a
particular property can be let for
short-term rentals.
The new rules also foresee
‘areas of containment’ to
preserve the social character of
neighbourhoods and places.
In comments to Expresso
newspaper, Patricia Viana,
partner in the Abreu Advogados
Real Estate Law firm, explained
these ‘containment zones’ are
“areas defined by the local
authority where a single owner
can only operate a maximum of
seven local accommodation
establishments”. These areas
should be re-evaluated at least

every two years.
This measure, however, only
applies to new registrations; that
is, only those who want to start a
new AL in these areas require
authorisation from local
authorities.
On the other hand, the revised
law also forces current AL
owners to implement changes,
such as acquiring mandatory
multi-risk insurance and having
an onsite information book in
four languages.
AL owners could also be asked to
pay up to 30 percent more on
their annual condominium
quota, if the condominium or
home-owners’ association sees
fit, according to Expresso.
Owners failing to comply with the
AL law – for example, if a property
accommodates more guests
than legally allowed, or if it falls
short of hygiene or safety
standards – now face heftier
fines, which have been upped
from €2,500 to €4,000 in the case
of individual owners, and from
€25,000 to €40,000 if the
property is owned by a company.
Hostels are also addressed in
the revised legislation; anyone
wanting to create a hostel in a
horizontal property regime
(where some of the houses are
for permanent residence), must
ask the condominium for prior
authorisation.
Condominiums have also been
given leverage to oppose or even
ask for AL licences to be revoked,
if the property in question is in an
apartment block, but, according

to the legal expert’s analysis of
the new law, this would happen
“only if there is a repeated
practice of acts that preclude or
disturb the normal enjoyment of
the building by the condominium
owners” and which are reported
to the local council.
Ms. Viana said under the new
changes, councils have been
given more power in ensuring AL
properties comply with the
regime, and can also order the
temporary suspending of
licences, should the functioning
of the property be considered a
matter of public health.
Furthermore, councils are now
the first port-of-call for those
wanting to register properties as
AL, instead of the national
tourism board Turismo de
Portugal. Councils have ten days
in the case of privately-owned
properties or 20 days if the
request is for a hostel, to decide if
they will accept the registration or
not.
The number of days an owner
has to inform the authorities of
closure of an AL property has
also been slashed, from 60 days
to 10.
Lastly, all AL properties are
obliged to have an information
book in four languages –
Portuguese, English and at least
two other foreign languages.
In related news, about a week
ago, Lisbon council announced
that it would suspend new AL
registrations in the historic
neighbourhoods of Madragoa,
Castelo, Alfama, Mouraria and

Bairro Alto. This suspension is,
according to the law, valid for only
one year, after which it will be
reassessed.
Recent reports claim the number
of new AL registrations has
skyrocketed, making existing
ratios calculated by councils
outdated.
A current estimate puts the
number of AL properties along
Lisbon’s main avenues at over
25 percent and at around 40
percent in the historic heart of the
city, having risen from 34 percent
in the space of two and a half
months.
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Temperatures set to plummet

Number of millionaires in Portugal drops
The number of millionaires in Portugal has dropped from last year to this

year. According to Credit Suisse, the number of people living in Portugal
with an estate of one million dollars or more dropped in 2018 by over 5,000
people. Credit Suisse based its findings on the annual Global Wealth
Report, and indicates Portugal currently has around 94,000 millionaires.

No Brexit deal ‘only if stars very poorly aligned’
Portugal’s prime minister has said that only if “the stars are very

poorly aligned” will there be no agreement on Brexit. He explains that
both sides want a deal and that only one point remains open for
discussion. António Costa added that it was a question of when and
not if for an agreement to be reached, saying his views were not
optimistic, but rather realistic based on progress made between
London and Brussels so far.

Police officer suspended after stealing €300
from lost wallet

A PSP police officer has been disarmed and suspended from duty
after stealing €300 from a tourist’s wallet at Lisbon airport. The tourist
had lost the wallet moments earlier and had reported it missing. The
officer was caught on camera taking the cash from the lost wallet;
evidence that was decisive in the action taken against him.

Pickpocket arrests on the up
The number of pickpockets being caught by police in Portugal is on

the up. During the first nine months of the year, between January and
September, 210 pickpockets were arrested. That was 82 more arrests
than in 2017.

Vilamoura to upgrade streets and create more
cycle tracks

Vilamoura is to upgrade its streets as well as create more cycle
tracks. The interventions aim to improve the lives of residents and
tourists in the area. More parking for the city is also in the pipeline.
Municipal management company Inframoura said the project
centres on four main areas of intervention, and aims to create
excellent communal areas and enhance the urban environment.

Feira de Todos os Santos returns to Silves
The traditional All Popular Saints Fair is returning to Silves later this

month. The centuries-old fair, which has been held since 1492, will
be in Silves from 31 October to 4 November. It is to be held in the car
park behind the castle.

Navy rescues man from sinking yacht
The Portuguese navy this week rescued a man from a yacht that

was sinking off the coast of Portugal. The boat was sailing more than
200 nautical miles off the coast of Lisbon when it ran into difficulties.
The alarm was raised around 5.30am that the vessel was taking on
water. The lone sailor, a 54-year-old Portuguese man was rescued;
the 12-metre yacht eventually sank.

CARRIE-MARIE BRATLEYNNNNN

A blast of cold air is on its way to Portugal that will send the mercury plummetingA blast of cold air is on its way to Portugal that will send the mercury plummetingA blast of cold air is on its way to Portugal that will send the mercury plummetingA blast of cold air is on its way to Portugal that will send the mercury plummetingA blast of cold air is on its way to Portugal that will send the mercury plummeting
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Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The difference in
temperatures from Thursday this
week to the start of the new week
in Lisbon will be marked, as
thermometers are forecast to
drop by around 10 degrees over
the weekend. The weekend will
be dry but rain is forecast from
Monday onwards.

South: South: South: South: South: Southern Portugal will
dodge the worst of the chilly blast
although temperatures are still
set to tumble by several degrees.
Sunday will be particularly cold,
at around 17 degrees Celsius,
before climbing a degree or two
for the rest of next week, which
will also be rainy from Tuesday.

North: North: North: North: North: The weekend will be
dry and hazy in northern Portugal
but thermometers are set to
plunge there too. Maximums
next week will hover between
highs of 14 and 16 degrees,
coupled with showers that will
start to fall from Monday
onwards.
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Portugal to climb longevity table
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Portugal is set to climb the longevity table by a considerable margin in the next two decades, with the country set to be
among the top five in the world where people live the longest.

According to
medical journal
Lancet, the
lifespan in

Portugal will reach 84.5 in
2040.
Spain is forecast to
overtake Japan, ranked
first in 2016, which drops
into second place with an

average lifespan of 85.7 in
2040.
The average life
expectancy in Portugal
between 2015 and 2017
was 80.78 years, which
showed an increase over
the previous two years,
especially for men.
According to figures from

the mortality tables
published, men currently
have a life expectancy of
77.74 years at birth, an
additional 1.6 months, and
women 83.78 years, an
extra month compared to
the previous two-year
period.
In ten years, the average

The gender gap in average
life expectancy decreased
from 6.45 years, ten years
ago, to 5.67 years in the
period between 2015 and
2017.
For those over 65 years of
age, the life expectancy of
the population was 19.45
years.
Once again, in women this
indicator is higher: 20.81
years compared to 17.55
for men.
Meanwhile, according to
the study released this
week, lifespan gains
around the world are likely
to be checked by factors
such as high blood
pressure, diabetes, obesity,
tobacco and alcohol use,
and air pollution, according
to the study.
African countries continue to
have the worst rates of
premature death.
Citizens of the Central
African Republic, Lesotho,
Somalia and Zimbabwe are
still expected to die before
the age of 65 by 2040.
Notably the US makes the
biggest drop down the
league table, falling from
43rd place in 2016 to 64th
in 22 years’ time.
Average life expectancy in
the US, one of the world’s
richest nations, is forecast
to increase by only 1.1
years to 79.8.

Lead author Dr Kyle
Foreman, from the Institute
for Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME) at the
University of Washington,
US, said: “The future of the
world’s health is not pre-
ordained, and there is a
wide range of plausible
trajectories. But whether
we see significant progress
or stagnation depends on
how well or poorly health
systems address key
health drivers.”
To carry out the study,
researchers looked at the
impact of 79 independent
drivers of health including
smoking, high body mass
index (BMI), and lack of
clean water and sanitation
on causes of death around
the world.
In 2016, the last time the
study was carried out, four
of the top 10 causes of
premature death were
non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) and
injuries.
The new forecast shows
that by 2040 this figure
increases to eight. Heart
disease, stroke, chronic
lung disease, chronic
kidney disease,
Alzheimer’s disease,
diabetes, lung cancer and
road accident injuries are
all in the top 10 causes of
premature death in 2040.

life expectancy has
increased by 2.28 years for
the general population,
2.56 years for men and
1.78 years for women.
In the case of men,
mortality below the age of
60 fell, while in women it
decreased from aged 60 or
more.


