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News

WEATHER

Fewer wildfires and less land bur   

Wet week ahead

State Secretary announces
end to drought

Despite the devastating fires in Monchique and Silves, the amount of forest rDespite the devastating fires in Monchique and Silves, the amount of forest rDespite the devastating fires in Monchique and Silves, the amount of forest rDespite the devastating fires in Monchique and Silves, the amount of forest rDespite the devastating fires in Monchique and Silves, the amount of forest r

For much of the country, this weekend will be a
marked improvement on recent days, but the
rain is due to return, with showers being
forecast for most of the coming week, pretty
much across the board.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Saturday will be dry
but cloudy in the capital, but from
Sunday onwards there will be
persistent showers for most of the
coming week, the heaviest on
Monday, coupled with another
slight drop in temperatures.

South: South: South: South: South: Southern Portugal
can look forward to the best of
the weekend weather, with a
mix of cloud and sunshine and
temperatures rising to just

above the 20 degrees mark.
However, from Monday, light
scattered showers will return.

North: North: North: North: North: The weather is looking
particularly dismal in the north,
where the heaviest of the rain will
fall. With the exception of an
overcast but dry Saturday, the
rest of the coming week will be
wet and dreary, with highs of
around 16 degrees and lows in
single figures.

The number of wildfires recorded in Portugal so
far this year is down by 43 percent in relation to
the average for the past decade, while the total
area of burned land is reduced by 69 percent.

This is according to a
report published late
last week by the Home
Affairs Ministry, which

also revealed that a total of 149
arsonists were arrested this year,
while a further 805 suspects have
been identified.
The report further showed that
more than 7,000 people were
fined for not cleaning their land as
dictated by new legislation that
came into force earlier this year.
The data was revealed during an
operational briefing on the 2018
wildfire review held in the
Tapada Nacional de Mafra
former royal hunting grounds, on
the sidelines of an informal
cabinet meeting.
Population awareness and
protection programmes coupled
with increased patrolling by the
authorities and a reorganisation
of the response resources over
the seasonal fire-hazard phases
have all contributed towards the
decline in wildfire-related
tragedies this year, the Home
Affairs Ministry said.
Overall, wildfires have so far this
year consumed 43,532 hectares
of land, down 69 percent on the
average for the past decade.
In related news, Portugal’s
government last Thursday also
approved legislation obliging
municipalities to adopt a number
of rules contained in the regional
forest plans (PROF) against
wildfires that are due to come
into force imminently, if they do
not go so far as adopting the
plans in full.
“Within a few days, when the

PROFs are in force, councils can
immediately include them in
their municipal master plans, but
as they are all only obliged to do
so by 2020, those who do not, will
immediately have to respect at
least some standards contained
in these plans”, the minister of
agriculture, Luís Capoulas
Santos, said.
The minister explained that
councils will have to respect, for
example, the upper limits for the
area of land planted with
eucalyptus, as already defined in
each of the PROFs, as well as a
set of general forestry standards.
“They will have to include in the
municipal forest defence plans
against fires, the
recommendations that are
contained in the PROFs for the
respective region and, on holdings
beyond what each regional
programme defines - in some 20
hectares, in others more or less -
forestry producers are obliged to
draw up a forest management
plan, including standards for the
prevention and exploitation of this
area of forest”, he added.
The minister stressed that,
“within the very short term”, the
country will have seven regional
forest planning documents: two
in the North, two in the Centre,
one in the Lisbon and Tagus
Valley region, one in the Alentejo,
and one in the Algarve.
Municipalities were already
obliged to revise their municipal
master plans (PDMs) on their
own account by the end of 2020,
the minister noted.
Forest fires have long been a
concern in Portugal, with last
year’s blazes, above all in June
and October, claiming more than
100 lives.
Meanwhile, the purchase of
eucalyptus plants in Portugal will,
in future, require prior
authorisation, while owners of
illegal crops could face fines of
between €3,700 and €44,000,
with that amount increasing if
they fail to pay on time.
These decisions were also taken
during the Tapada de Mafra
cabinet meeting and were
announced by Minister Santos,
who said that it would be “mandat-
ory for those who buy eucalyptus
plants from a plant nursery to have
prior authorisation”.
Those who do not comply with
the new rule and go ahead with
planting eucalyptus illegally are
to be penalised.
According to the minister,
plantationsowners are to be
notified to pull up the trees and, if
they do not, after six months “the
fine is to double.”

After that, it will increase daily.
With these steps, Santos said, he
believes that “the area of
eucalyptus will be limited and
may even reduce a little,” but this
will not “undermine the overall

Portugal’s secretary of state for the environment, CarlosPortugal’s secretary of state for the environment, CarlosPortugal’s secretary of state for the environment, CarlosPortugal’s secretary of state for the environment, CarlosPortugal’s secretary of state for the environment, Carlos
Martins, on Tuesday has ruled out the possibility of theMartins, on Tuesday has ruled out the possibility of theMartins, on Tuesday has ruled out the possibility of theMartins, on Tuesday has ruled out the possibility of theMartins, on Tuesday has ruled out the possibility of the
country facing drought again this year, saying the countrycountry facing drought again this year, saying the countrycountry facing drought again this year, saying the countrycountry facing drought again this year, saying the countrycountry facing drought again this year, saying the country
was going through a “calm” period.was going through a “calm” period.was going through a “calm” period.was going through a “calm” period.was going through a “calm” period.

His comments come after
Portugal faced a dire drought
last year, one of the worst in 20
years.

“This year, we don’t face any
risk of that [drought] happening,”
Martins told Lusa News Agency,
during a break at a ceremony for
the signing of a public works

contract in the southern Alentejo
region.

We are undergoing a calm
period and we are now starting a
time in which it is estimated it
will rain more.”

He said the country had also
invested €4 million to monitor
the country’s water status.

amount of raw material needed to
feed an industry that is important
to the country and represents a lot
of jobs” - a reference to the pulp
and paper industry, a major
exporter.                                    TPN/Lusa
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Portuguese nurse up for another UK award
nomination

A nurse who could not find employment in Portugal has been
nominated for a British National Care Award. After being nominated in
the category for best Care Registered Nurse, Sílvia Nunes has once
again been put up for the award. She was nominated by her
employers, colleagues and residents at a home in Thetford, north of
London. The award will see her come up against four other nominees
for the prize, which will be handed out in London at the end of
November.

Portugal tackles fake news
Portugal’s National Election Commission and the National Cyber

Security Centre are preparing pilot initiatives to try to minimise the
problem of ‘fake news’ in the European and general elections
scheduled for next year in Portugal. Fake news, or false news
created purely for political advantage, is widely believed to have
played a role in the election of Donald Trump, the Brexit referendum
in the United Kingdom and, more recently, in presidential elections
in Brazil.

Portugal ranks ‘high’ in English proficiency
Portugal has been ranked 19th in the latest EF Education First

English proficiency rankings. Compiled by EF Education First, the list
is drawn on data from 1.3 million non-native English speakers in 88
countries and regions. For the fourth time in eight years, Sweden tops
the EF English Proficiency Index, bumping last year’s top-scorer, the
Netherlands, to second place. Singapore is third, followed by Norway,
Denmark and South Africa. Spain meanwhile is placed 32nd, with
France in 35th.

Portugal among top five countries in Europe for
breast cancer survival

Portugal is among the top five countries in Europe for breast cancer
survival rates. Every year, around 6,000 cases of breast cancer are
diagnosed in Portugal and around 1,000 women die every year from
the disease. Despite the high incidence rate, Portugal has one of the
best survival rates in Europe, according to scientific studies published
in medical journal The Lancet, alongside countries such as Sweden
and Norway.

Ryanair launches first of five new winter routes
from Faro

Irish airline Ryanair has launched the first of five new winter routes
from the Algarve’s Faro Airport. The twice-weekly Faro to Marseille
route was inaugurated yesterday, and will soon be followed by four
other new flights to Milan Bergamo, Cork, Berlin and Cologne.

ned in 2019
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Algarve rejoices over news that oil exploration
consortium is withdrawing
The consortium created to drill for oil off the Algarve’s west coast has announced it has ceased prospecting. Galp and Eni
said in a joint statement that conditions off the coastline have made it “objectively impossible” to continue prospecting for oil
in the Aljezur basin.
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Earlier this summer,
a ruling by a Loulé
court ordered the
consortium to

immediately cease work as
drilling was scheduled to
start this month.
The decision, announced
by Galp’s chief executive at
the start of this week, was
celebrated by Algarve

mayors and anti-oil
activists, though was also
viewed with caution until
officially confirmed by the
government.
On Monday, GALP CEO
Carlos Gomes da Silva
announced the decision
during a conference call
with analysts, as broken by
business newspaper

Jornal de Negócios.
The Galp chief reportedly
told analysts that “with
regards to Portugal, we
have made the decision to
abandon the holding”.
In comments to newspaper
Sul Informação, Jorge
Botelho, president of the
AMAL Algarve
Intermunicipal Community,

said it is “good news that
justifies all those who have
always argued that the
Algarve should be a
hydrocarbon-free region”.
He recalled how “a few
years ago, when the
process began”, the
Algarve’s councils banded
together with associations
and civilians in a bid to stop
the process.
“This joint effort reached to
the courts and now Galp
has decided that the
concession should be
abandoned”, he reasoned.
However, the AMAL
president stressed “we are
basing this on the
assumption that the news is
true” and said that, besides
what was published by the
media, there had been no
official substantiation.
“We await confirmation
although nothing leads me
to believe that the
information is not true”, he
reiterated.
Aljezur mayor José
Gonçalves also told Sul
Informação that the
withdrawal of Galp “is good
news for the county, but also
for the whole Algarve”.
“It will restore normality and

tranquillity in the region,
which the prospect of oil
exploration took away.
“I am satisfied and happy”,
he added.
The Aljezur mayor says he
expects the reported
withdrawal to be a
“definitive, forever” move.
He wants the law regulating
the activity to also be
changed, “so that the threat
will not be repeated in the
future”.
However, the Algarve Free
of Petroleum Platform
(PALP) said early on that it
was “cautious” of the news
of the consortium’s
withdrawal.
Spokesperson Ana Matias
said that PALP had sought
official confirmation, but
regardless, the news was
one of “the happiest
moments since the
founding of the PALP in
2015.
“We believe that our efforts
lent some weight here,
since the consortium feels
that the conditions for
continuing are not met and
this is also due to the
precautionary measure in
force”.
In August, the government

confirmed it had appealed
against a court ruling that
gave rise to an injunction
suspending the
prospecting of oil off Aljezur
in the Algarve.
Loulé’s Administrative
Court had ruled in favour of
the Algarve Fossil Fuel
Free platform’s (PALP)
injunction and suspended
the license (TUPEM
permit) for the ENI / GALP
consortium to drill for oil off
Aljezur.
Later, the Directorate-
General for Natural
Resources, Security and
Maritime Services (DGRM)
issued a statement saying
that it had appealed the
decision.
Following the
announcement of the
court’s acceptance of the
injunction, the ENI / GALP
consortium told Lusa
News Agency that it
“always complied
scrupulously with the
legislation and the
authorities’
determinations” with
regard to the permit for oil
prospecting off Aljezur and
was “evaluating this
decision and its options”.


