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News

Lisbon hosts biggest Web Summit yet

Cambridge Analytica whistle-blower c

The third edition of Web Summit in Lisbon this week saw over 2,000 startups and 1,500The third edition of Web Summit in Lisbon this week saw over 2,000 startups and 1,500The third edition of Web Summit in Lisbon this week saw over 2,000 startups and 1,500The third edition of Web Summit in Lisbon this week saw over 2,000 startups and 1,500The third edition of Web Summit in Lisbon this week saw over 2,000 startups and 1,500
investors gather at the Portuguese capital. A total of 70,000 participants are believed toinvestors gather at the Portuguese capital. A total of 70,000 participants are believed toinvestors gather at the Portuguese capital. A total of 70,000 participants are believed toinvestors gather at the Portuguese capital. A total of 70,000 participants are believed toinvestors gather at the Portuguese capital. A total of 70,000 participants are believed to
have attended the event, making it the biggest yet.have attended the event, making it the biggest yet.have attended the event, making it the biggest yet.have attended the event, making it the biggest yet.have attended the event, making it the biggest yet.

“If this is your first time in Lisbon,
it won’t be your last,” Web Summit
co-founder Paddy Cosgrave told
attendees at the opening of the
event, which took place until
Thursday at Lisbon’s Altice Arena
and FIL pavilions in the Parque
das Nações area.

“Portugal is a special place and
we fell in love,” Cosgrave added.

Cosgrave was met with a round
of applause when he said that
Web Summit, Europe’s biggest
technology conference, could be
held in Lisbon for 10 more years.

He also highlighted that the
event was “the biggest meeting of
entrepreneurs” and that meetings
and conversations in the next

days could “transform careers,
companies, cities and countries.”

Web Summit is to continue to
be held in Lisbon annually for at
least the next five years and
potentially the next decade, its
organisers announced recently.

In October of this year, it was
announced that the event will
continue to be held in Lisbon for
10 more years (2028), through
annual contributions of €11
million and the expansion of the
International Fair of Lisbon. The
event was first held in Ireland in
2010 and moved to Lisbon in
2016.

Last year’s Web Summit drew
some 60,000 people from 170

countries, including 1,200
speakers, representatives of
2,000 startups, 1,400 investors
and 2,500 journalists.

According to the organisation,
this year’s Web Summit, was “the
biggest and the best” ever.

Altogether, there were 25
different conferences within a
single summit.

As in other years, there were
events that ran in parallel to the
summit, such as night activities
and end-of-the-day parties.

Also at the event this week was
Portugal’s prime minister, who
said that Web Summit was a
“world shopfront” for Portuguese
startups to achieve

A lack of control over the internet may imply a “frightening” world
in future, Cambridge Analytica whistle-blower Christopher Wylie
told a session on digital media and privacy at Web Summit in
Lisbon on Tuesday.

The internet is used
hundreds of times a day,
on mobile phones, on
computers, but it is

completely unregulated, the 29-
year-old Canadian graduate of
the London School of Economics
and former director of research at
Cambridge Analytica (CA),
pointed out in an on-stage
interview with Krishnan Guru
Murthy, presenter of Channel 4
News and Unreported World. By
contrast, when people go to the
doctor, buy food or travel by
plane, most feel safe thanks to

regulation.
So why not set up an institute to
regulate this area? he asked
rhetorically, to applause from
many of the thousands-strong
audience in the Altice Arena, in
Lisbon’s Parque das Nações.
“People sleep with phones more
than they sleep with people,”
Wylie said, only half-jokingly.
Wylie is best known for, in 2008,
providing several documents to
UK newspaper The Observer that
unmasked illicit methods used
by CA, namely using private
personal data from 50 million

Facebook user accounts to
which the company had no
official access. The data was
used to the benefit of political
campaigns in the course of the
2016 US presidential elections.
The scandal triggered the clo-
sure of CA and a mea culpa from
Facebook.
Gurum-Murthy asked Wylie
whether it had been worth
blowing the whistle on CA, given
that it had “turned your life upside
down” and his interviewee said it
had, but that he felt duty bound to
do more.

The whistleThe whistleThe whistleThe whistleThe whistle-----blower Christopher Wylie speablower Christopher Wylie speablower Christopher Wylie speablower Christopher Wylie speablower Christopher Wylie spea

internationalisation and to
mobilise foreign capital.

António Costa also said the
event, known as Europe’s biggest
tech conference, was also a bank
of ideas to introduce innovation in
state services.

“Web Summit is not only an
event to bring foreigners to
Portugal, but also an excellent
opportunity to incentivise the
Portuguese to undertake
business and encourage all those
who are graduating from our
universities to develop their own
businesses,” Costa said, after
visiting dozens of startup stands at
Web Summit.

TPN/Lusa
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Mixed bag of sun and rain for now

alls for regulation of internet

The weekend and start of the coming week looks as if it will be wet in many parts of theThe weekend and start of the coming week looks as if it will be wet in many parts of theThe weekend and start of the coming week looks as if it will be wet in many parts of theThe weekend and start of the coming week looks as if it will be wet in many parts of theThe weekend and start of the coming week looks as if it will be wet in many parts of the
country, with showers forecast to fall on and off for the foreseeable future.country, with showers forecast to fall on and off for the foreseeable future.country, with showers forecast to fall on and off for the foreseeable future.country, with showers forecast to fall on and off for the foreseeable future.country, with showers forecast to fall on and off for the foreseeable future.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Light showers will
continue to fall in Lisbon at least
until Monday, after which the rain
looks as if it might let up for a day
or two, before returning by the
end of next week. There will be a
few sunny spells in-between,
with temperatures ranging
between highs of 19 degrees
Celsius, and lows of 10.

South:South:South:South:South: The South is forecast to
be the driest, brightest and
warmest place in the country  with
a cloudy but dry Saturday followed
by a drizzly Sunday with sunny
intervals. Monday might bring
some light showers, but the rest of
the week will be a mix of sun and
cloud, with thermometers peaking
at 20 degrees.

North: North: North: North: North: Northern Portugal will
bear the brunt of the rain, with
showers forecast to fall consistently
over the weekend until Monday.
Tuesday and Wednesday will see
sun and cloud, before the rain
returns on Thursday.
Temperatures in the north will vary
from overnight lows in single
figures to highs in the top teens.

Algarve councils to spend over €500,000 on
Christmas lights

Algarve councils are set to spend over half a million euros (plus
VAT) on their Christmas lights this year. News reports this week reveal
that Albufeira, Faro and Portimão are the councils that will spend the
most on their lights, while Vila Real de Santo António, which is
currently experiencing financial difficulties, has decided to slash
spending on festive illumination. In most of the municipalities, the
lights will be switched on at the start of next month.

Civil Protection Agency and local councils
planning mass message service

From next year, Portugal’s National Civil Protection Agency along
with local councils are to be able to send out mass messages to
populations at risk of serious public health issues, accidents or
natural catastrophes such as fires or storms. A new bill has been
passed for the creation of a warning and monitoring system which will
work on a national, regional, sub-regional and municipal level. The
bill says fixed and mobile communication operators have the duty to
collaborate in the event of emergencies.

Many Portugal dams still below half full
Thirteen of the 60 dams monitored on mainland Portugal had

capacities of less than 40 percent by the end of October, despite the
good rainfall. According to figures released by the National Information
System of Water Resources, only five dams had reserves of more than
80 percent. The Guadiana basin is currently where the availability of
water is at the highest, followed by the Douro and Tagus basins.

Portuguese State to auction off 35 properties
worth €4m

The Portuguese State is to auction off 35 properties on Thursday
worth a collective four million euros. The properties are scattered all
over Portugal, including Lisbon and the Algarve, and will be sold to the
highest bidder. The highest-valued property has a starting price of
€600,000.

Albufeira opens enrolments for Christmas
market

Albufeira has opened enrolments for artisans who want to take part in
the municipal Christmas market. The market takes place on 8 and 9
December in the city’s multi-uses pavilion. A total of 51 stalls are available
at prices ranging from €10 to €25. Artisans from across the Algarve can
enrol but priority will be given to local artisans and producers.

Police clamp down on illegal online gambling
Portugal’s GNR police have staged a major operation to clamp

down on illegal online gambling. Over 100 search warrants were
carried out nationwide on public and private venues, and targeted
non-authorised betting platforms operating in Portugal. The
operation was also carried out in other EU countries.
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Bid to make roads safer failing as deaths rise again
The number of people who have died on Portuguese roads this year is once again up on the year
before. This comes following decades of advances in road safety, which resulted in fatalities dropping
to a quarter their original number in the space of 20 years.

BRENDAN
DE BEERNNNNN

The number of deaths on Portuguese roads are once again up on the year before, despite efforts to haveThe number of deaths on Portuguese roads are once again up on the year before, despite efforts to haveThe number of deaths on Portuguese roads are once again up on the year before, despite efforts to haveThe number of deaths on Portuguese roads are once again up on the year before, despite efforts to haveThe number of deaths on Portuguese roads are once again up on the year before, despite efforts to have
them reduced. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Cunha)them reduced. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Cunha)them reduced. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Cunha)them reduced. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Cunha)them reduced. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Cunha)

W ith a substantial rise
in deaths in 2017,
the Government
said last December

that it was aiming to build on the
fact that Portugal is one of the
safest countries in the world, by
making roads safer in 2018.
But with figures released this
week for the first ten months of

the year showing an increase in
victims, the Government has
this year been unable to reverse
this.
The National Road Safety
Authority (ANSR) revealed that a
total of 422 people had lost their
lives on national roads this year,
up from 420 over the same
period in 2017 and well above

the 372 fatalities recorded in
2016.
When taking the last 12 months
into account dating from 1
November 2017 to 31 October
2018, the numbers make for
even more stark reading, with
deaths jumping from 493 to 512.
There were however slight
improvements both in terms of

serious and slight injuries
suffered in traffic accidents.
Setúbal remained the deadliest
region for motorists and their
passengers with 61 deaths,
followed by Porto (46) and
Lisbon (42). The capital
meanwhile recorded the highest
number of serious injuries (218),
followed by Santarém (178) and
Faro (164).
Earlier this year, the European
Union singled out Portugal in a
report for failing to follow the
example of other member states
in cutting back road deaths.
A report by the EU revealed that
the number of deaths on
Portuguese roads rose 14
percent in 2017 compared to the
previous year, which it said was
the second highest increase
recorded in the EU, where the
average actually fell by two
percent.
In 2017, an average of 62 people
per million died in Portugal (in
the EU, this average was 49 per
million), whereas in the previous
year there were 54 deaths (EU
50) per million.
According to the ANSR, more
than 130,000 accidents were
registered in 2017, while there
were just under 2,200 serious
injuries. A further 41,591 slight
injuries were also recorded last
year.
Internal Affairs Minister,
Eduardo Cabrita said in
December, after receiving the

road death statistics that while
“in 2016 we had a quarter of the
fatalities we had 20 years ago,
we cannot rest on our laurels.
We want this positive evolution
to consolidate and, in 2018, with
public institutions, local
authorities, security forces and
services, and agents within the
sector, we will take stock of how
to improve the points of risk
already identified: road
accidents on urban roads, two-
wheeled vehicles and alcohol
consumption”.
“Portugal is one of the safest
countries in the world. We want it
to be the case with road safety
too”, he said.
According to Mr. Cabrita, the
Government wants to “launch a
new and more ambitious way of
implementing the national road
safety plan”.
The government has repeatedly
said it will reflect on what
intervention is necessary with
regard to the three main issues,
namely, people being run over,
drink-driving, and accidents
involving motorbikes.
With a rise in road deaths for the
first time in decades, the ANSR
admitted that traffic fines issued
had dropped by 20 percent in
2017. However, additional data
indicated that the number of
fines handed to foreigners
visiting the country in their cars
had risen from little over 7,000 in
2014 to 30,458 in 2016.
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