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News

Investigations launched after
Borba quarry “tragedy”
leaves two dead and
three missing

guaranteed that “what was said
at the meeting will be made
public when the time is right,
with the minutes and all that
was said”.
The mayor added that there
have been quarries on both
sides of the road “for a long
time” and the road has “always
been the same size”, therefore
he does not believe that
“licensed quarries would have
endangered the road”.
Regarding the road itself, “the
information we had is that it
was safe”, Mayor Anselmo
stressed, saying he is “of clear
conscience” in the deaths of
the two workers.
The Public Prosecutor has
meanwhile launched an
investigation to ascertain the
circumstances of the accident,
as it is compelled to when there
are fatalities.
The government has also
ordered an inspection into the
operation of quarries located in
the Borba area.
In a statement, the Ministry of
the Environment and Energy
Transition instructs that “within
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Two men have been confirmed dead and three people were, at the time
of going to press, still missing, after a landslide destroyed a road
running alongside a quarry in the Alentejo city of Borba, sweeping three
vehicles into a 50-metre-deep pit.

A  100-metre stretch of
road collapsed into the
quarry following a
landslide on Monday

afternoon, at approximately
3.45pm. The road, known as
the former EN255, linked Borba
to the nearby Alentejo town of
Vila Viçosa.
The first body of one of the two
confirmed fatalities was
retrieved on Tuesday afternoon.
Two of the three people still
missing – all men – are believed
to be brothers-in-law who were
on their way to see their
accountant.
Prosecutors confirmed on
Wednesday that they are
investigating the incident and
possible claims of negligence.
Media reports on Wednesday
morning revealed that state
officials have received at least
five warnings in recent years,
warning of the road’s imminent
collapse, which left many
querying why the road had not
been closed.
The road is believed to have
been the responsibility of Borba
Council since 2005, when it was

downgraded from a national
road (EN) and no longer fell
under the management of
national road company
Estradas de Portugal.
Newspaper Diário de Notícias
reports that in 2014, the
Directorate-General for Energy
and Geology proposed the
construction of two roads in lieu
of the former EN255, but no
agreement was reached.
Speaking at a press briefing on
Tuesday night, the mayor of
Borba said he hoped that the
“tragedy” caused by the
landslide “could prevent other
tragedies” and “allow a rethink”
of all of the country’s roads.
António Anselmo was
questioned by journalists with
regard to the purported meeting
with technicians of the regional
geology services in 2014. He
was asked if the warnimgs and
the possibility of closing the
road were discussed; if he in
fact attended, and if Borba
Council was aware of any risks.
The mayor of Borba confirmed
that “there was a meeting four
or five years ago” and

45 days, the General
Inspectorate of Agriculture, the
Sea, Environment and Spatial
Planning (IGAMAOT) carry out
an inspection of the licensing,
exploration, inspection and
suspension of operation of the
quarries located in the area
where the accident occurred on
19 November”.
The Civil Protection Agency said
rescue work to locate those
missing could take “days or
weeks”.
A 400-metre-long hosepipe has
been installed in an attempt to
drain  one of the quarry’s water-
filled pits.

CARRIE-MARIE
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Road accidents cost Portugal €2.3 billion
Road accidents in Portugal have a negative impact on the Gross

Domestic Product of 1.2 percent, according to the State Secretary for
Civil Protection. The State Secretary explained that accidents and
injuries have a negative economic and social impact estimated at
€2.3 billion. José Artur Neves said the road accidents in Portugal are
a “complex phenomenon” with “various factors that contribute
towards it”.

Lisbon port sets new passenger record
The Port of Lisbon in October saw the best month ever in terms of

the number of cruise passengers, it was announced today. Last
month’s figures beat the previous record set in October 2013, which
was below 100,000, with a total of 108,875. In relation to October
2017, the growth was of 47 percent.

Rail workers to strike on 7 December
Portugal’s trains will be at a standstill again next month as CP

employees, maintenance workers and Infrastructures of Portugal
railroad technicians will all be staging a 24-hour strike on 7
December. According to the umbrella union Fectrans, workers from
the three companies decided to hold joint action to demand better
working conditions. The workers want negotiations with the
government and decided to strike following a series of meetings held
throughout the country.

This year’s wine production lowest in two
decades

This year’s wine production is on track to being the lowest in two
decades. The August heatwave and the recent storm Leslie are
among factors being blamed for the poor production and damage to
crops. The National Statistics Institute foresees that this year’s
production will be the lowest in twenty years. The good news is both
chestnut and kiwi production are up.

ASAE seizes 31 kilos of frozen kebab meat rolls,
closes two suppliers

The ASAE health and safety authority has seized 31 kilos of frozen
kebab meat rolls and closed two supply warehouses in the Algarve.
According to ASAE, the kebab meat wholesalers were closed for not
having the proper licences or storage conditions. ASAE said the meat
seized is worth around €90,000.

Hiking trail linking Monchique to Caldas
reopens after August wildfire

A hiking trail that links Monchique to the Caldas has reopened.
Last weekend around 50 people took part in a charitable 10
kilometre walk for the official reopening of the trail, which was
closed following the August wildfire. Around €300 was raised from
the walk to help local families affected by the fire replant fruit trees
on their land.
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Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: There’s no let-up in
the showers falling on the
Portuguese capital, with perhaps
the exception of next Thursday.
The weekend will be wet and
dreary, as will the start of the
coming week.

South:South:South:South:South: The weekend in the
south might be a wet one, with
showers set to fall for much of it and
overnight lows on Friday and
Saturday to drop to single figures.
From Sunday, both maximum and
minimum temperatures will rise by
a few degrees.

North:North:North:North:North: Showers are also set to
fall non-stop on northern
Portugal for the weekend and
most of the coming week,
although there will be bright,
sunny spells in-between.
Overnight lows will remain cool
until the middle of next week.



News4 The Portugal News • 24 Nov 2018

Fostering on backburner until more means of
inspection can be enlisted
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Portugal’s government has said it will not be increasing the number of children it places in foster care until it has the
adequate means to conduct the necessary checks and supervision.

This was stressed by the
Secretary of State for
Inclusion of People with
Disabilities at the launch

of a report – the Casa Report –
Annual Outline of the Situation of
Fostering of Children and Young
People in 2017.

In ten years, the placement of
children at risk in families other
than their own suffered a
decrease of 73 percent.
Last year, there were 7,553 chil-
dren and young people
in Portugal’s care system,
which is also the lowest number

in a decade.
In Portugal, foster families are
still a minority option and for now
it seems will have to remain as
such, according to State
Secretary Ana Sofia Nunes.
“Until we have the necessary
means to guarantee the

supervision and inspection of the
host families, we do not feel safe
to increase numbers, even
though that is our will”, she said,
during the presentation of the
report earlier this week.
Without this supervision, host
families will be left to conduct
their services “behind closed
doors” without any witnesses
other than family members,
which is not what happens in
institutions for children and
young people, Ana Sofia Antunes
stressed.
This latest CASA report shows
that there are currently only 178
foster families in Portugal and
that within a decade there has
been a 73 percent retraction in
the offer of this solution.
Last year, only three percent
(246) of the 7,553 children who
were in the care system had

been placed with foster families,
although the law in force
recommends that a family unit
be given priority, especially
when children are aged six or
under.
Last year, 2,857 youngsters
came out of care, 34 percent of
whom had shown behavioural
problems. Other problems
reported to affect youngsters in
care were substance- abuse
and running away.
The report, whose presentation
was covered by newspaper
Público, also showed 46 foreign
minors are currently in care, the
majority of whom were the victims
of human trafficking networks.
Furthermore, last year, the
report shows, that 469 children
were removed from their fami-
lies due to them having suffered
sexual abuse.

Five people dead after carbon
monoxide poisoning

According to INEM
emergency services, the
incident took place in Sabrosa
near Vila Real, with the five
victims all being part of the
same family.

Police believe the five family

members, which included two
girls aged 9 and 14, their
parents and uncle, died
between Saturday and Sunday,
though their bodies were only
discovered late on Sunday
afternoon.


