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Portugal shines
bright at World
Travel Awards

(L-R) Ana Mendes Godinho, Portugese Secretary of State for Tourism, Turismo (L-R) Ana Mendes Godinho, Portugese Secretary of State for Tourism, Turismo (L-R) Ana Mendes Godinho, Portugese Secretary of State for Tourism, Turismo (L-R) Ana Mendes Godinho, Portugese Secretary of State for Tourism, Turismo (L-R) Ana Mendes Godinho, Portugese Secretary of State for Tourism, Turismo 

Portugal has proven that the
growing hype about it and its
booming tourism is in fact justified
after sweeping up an array of
awards at this year’s glittering World Travel
Awards, held for the first time in the Portuguese
capital, Lisbon, last weekend.

Dubbed ‘the Oscars of
the Travel Industry’, the
World Travel Awards’
grand finale gala of the

25th annual edition was staged in
Lisbon for the first time ever on
Saturday night, and was
attended by the great and the
good of the international travel
sector.
Created in 1993, the World Travel
Awards aim to “distinguish the
best examples of good practices
in tourism on a global scale”.
During the black-tie event staged
at the Pátio da Galé, Portugal
clinched a slew of coveted titles.
These included ‘World’s Leading
Destination’ – for the second year
running; ‘World’s Leading
Tourist Board’, for Turismo de
Portugal, and ‘World’s Leading
Island Destination’, which went
to the Portuguese archipelago of
Madeira.
Lisbon was elected as the World’s
Best City Destination and Best City
Break Destination, while the
Algarve also fared well with two
gongs; one for the restaurant at
the exclusive Vila Joya resort in
Albufeira, and another which went

to the Conrad Hotel in Quinta do
Lago (Almancil), for best Fine
Dining Hotel and World’s
Leading Luxury Leisure Resort,
respectively.
In total, Portugal scooped 16
‘Best in World’ category awards
and eight ‘Best European’
awards.
In a statement, the State
Secretary for Tourism, Ana
Mendes Godinho, said she was
“extremely proud to receive this
distinction again”.
“Being world champions in
tourism for the second
consecutive year is a sign of
Portugal’s ability to affirm
internationally, thanks to the work
of all Portuguese. “Portugal is
indeed a must-see destination.
This is, above all, an award for the
Portuguese”, she commented.
Portugal’s president, Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa, also hailed
Portugal’s success at the World
Travel Awards 2018.
In a statement released on
Sunday, the head of state
congratulated “all entrepreneurs,
employees and other agents in
the tourism sector for the election,

for a second consecutive year, of
Portugal as the world’s best
tourist destination”.
Portugal’s Prime Minister,
António Costa took to social
media to address the election of
Portugal once more as the
world’s top destination.
“Congratulations to all the
Portuguese who have contributed
so much to this victory, particularly
those who work in the tourism
sector”, he wrote.
To secure the title for the second
consecutive year, Portugal beat
off stiff competition from 16 rivals:
South Africa, Brazil, Spain, USA,
Greece, India, Indonesia,

Jamaica, Malaysia, Maldives,
Morocco, New Zealand, Kenya,
Rwanda, Sri Lanka and Vietnam.
At the 2017 awards, Portugal
picked up seven ‘Oscar’s; in 2016
it won four.
In June, Portugal had already
been re-elected as the leading
destination in Europe.
Nominees are selected by the
public worldwide and by more
than 200,000 tourism
professionals from 160
countries.
The nominees for the grand final
are the winners of the regional
heats, with other nominees
added by the WTA itself.
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Coming days looking bright and crisp

More than 1,000 new HIV cases
More than 1,000 new cases of the HIV virus were reported last year

in Portugal. According to a new report, people aged 25 to 29 were the
most likely to contract the virus. A total of 264 deaths were reported
last year due to HIV, with the average age at death being 52. Between
1983 and 2017 a total of 58,000 cases of HIV were reported in
Portugal, resulting in 14,500 deaths. Lisbon tops the list of infections,
followed by Porto and Portimão.

Police authority shuts down 80 websites selling
counterfeit products

Portugal’s Economic and Food Safety Authority has shut down
around 80 websites selling counterfeit products as part of an
international operation carried out by Europol. The operation has
closed a total of over 33,000 websites in a number of countries. In
Portugal, health and safety officials have discovered around 170
websites selling counterfeit goods, including clothing, accessories,
software and fishing equipment.

Portugal least concerned about fake news
impact on EU elections

Portugal is one of countries in the European Union that is least
concerned with the impact that fake news on the internet could have
on the European elections. According to a Eurobarometer report,
Portugal is the second country in the EU which is least worried
regarding the spread of disinformation, with only 57 percent of the
country’s citizens interviewed being concerned with how it could
affect the European elections in May 2019.

Ronaldo loses out to Modric
Cristiano Ronaldo has lost out to Luka Modric who lifted the

2018 Ballon d’Or. The 33-year-old Real Madrid and Croatia
midfielder broke the stranglehold placed on France Football’s
prestigious award by Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi in the
last decade at a ceremony in Paris on Monday evening. Former
Real team-mate Ronaldo and Argentinean superstar Messi had
each won the Ballon d’Or on five occasions since Brazilian Kaka
did so in 2007. Ronaldo, who left Real for Italian giants Juventus in
July, finished as runner-up ahead of France’s World Cup winner
Antoine Griezmann.

Sting confirmed in line-up of 2019 Marés Vivas
festival

British musician Sting is the first confirmation for the Marés Vivas
festival in Vila Nova de Gaia, northern Portugal, which takes place
from 19 to 21 July 2019. Sting’s performance at the festival is
scheduled for 21 July, and is part of his “Sting: My Songs” Europe
summer tour. The organisation of the Marés Vivas festival also
announced the decrease in ticket prices next year after Portugal’s
approved State Budget saw VAT on performances lowered to six
percent.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Some cloud will cover
Lisbon over the weekend but on the
whole the capital is looking dry and
mild, with maximum temperatures
peaking at close to 20 degrees on
Sunday. The start of the coming
week will also see some high cloud
cover, before showers return from
Wednesday onwards.

South:South:South:South:South: The spate of mild
weather will continue into the
weekend, with sunshine, a
smattering of cloud in otherwise
blue skies, and highs peaking at 21
degrees. From Monday onwards
the temperatures will drop a few
degrees and showers will return
from the middle of next week.

North: North: North: North: North: Northern Portugal will
follow the pattern set by the rest of
the country with a pleasant and dry
weekend topped off by a
particularly nice Sunday – which
will be sunny and warm, with highs
of around 18 degrees - followed by
a slight drop in temperatures and
light showers from Wednesday.
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After a warm and sunny build-up to the weekend it looks as if the bright weather is set toAfter a warm and sunny build-up to the weekend it looks as if the bright weather is set toAfter a warm and sunny build-up to the weekend it looks as if the bright weather is set toAfter a warm and sunny build-up to the weekend it looks as if the bright weather is set toAfter a warm and sunny build-up to the weekend it looks as if the bright weather is set to
continue, with crisp mornings, pleasant daily temperatures, but overnight lows will stillcontinue, with crisp mornings, pleasant daily temperatures, but overnight lows will stillcontinue, with crisp mornings, pleasant daily temperatures, but overnight lows will stillcontinue, with crisp mornings, pleasant daily temperatures, but overnight lows will stillcontinue, with crisp mornings, pleasant daily temperatures, but overnight lows will still
be chilly.be chilly.be chilly.be chilly.be chilly.
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Relations with China ‘best ever’; shared goals
on climate - president
Portugal’s president, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, has described relations with China as being the “best ever in history” at
this moment, and expressed confidence that the two countries can team up in an “active fight” against climate change.

China's President Xi Jinping (L) accompanied by his wife Peng Liyuan (R) and Portugal'sChina's President Xi Jinping (L) accompanied by his wife Peng Liyuan (R) and Portugal'sChina's President Xi Jinping (L) accompanied by his wife Peng Liyuan (R) and Portugal'sChina's President Xi Jinping (L) accompanied by his wife Peng Liyuan (R) and Portugal'sChina's President Xi Jinping (L) accompanied by his wife Peng Liyuan (R) and Portugal's
President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C) after a meeting at Belem Palace in Lisbon,President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C) after a meeting at Belem Palace in Lisbon,President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C) after a meeting at Belem Palace in Lisbon,President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C) after a meeting at Belem Palace in Lisbon,President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa (C) after a meeting at Belem Palace in Lisbon,
Portugal, 04 December 2018. Xi Jinping is on a two-day official visit to Portugal.Portugal, 04 December 2018. Xi Jinping is on a two-day official visit to Portugal.Portugal, 04 December 2018. Xi Jinping is on a two-day official visit to Portugal.Portugal, 04 December 2018. Xi Jinping is on a two-day official visit to Portugal.Portugal, 04 December 2018. Xi Jinping is on a two-day official visit to Portugal.
(Photo: EPA/Joao Relvas)(Photo: EPA/Joao Relvas)(Photo: EPA/Joao Relvas)(Photo: EPA/Joao Relvas)(Photo: EPA/Joao Relvas)

“I am sure that I will
see Portugal and
China united in an
active and

determined fight for the
environment and respect
for the commitments of
combating climate
change,” he said, in a

reference in part to joint
ventures between the two
countries’ companies in
the field of renewable
energy generation.
The head of state was
speaking at an official
dinner he gave on Tuesday
night in honour of the

president of the People’s
Republic of China, Xi
Jinping, and his wife, Peng
Liyuan, at the Ajuda
National Palace in Lisbon,
at the end of the first day of
Xi’s two-date state visit.
In his speech, which was
published on his official

website, de Sousa
reiterated that he would like
to see Portugal and China
undertaking “international
cooperation in defence of
the values of
multilateralism,
international law, the rule of
law, peace, development
and human rights” – points
he had made earlier on
receiving Xi at his
presidential palace.
De Sousa also said in the
speech that he “would like
to see more trade between
the two countries” because
they would “both win” from
this. “I would like to see
Portugal and China with an
exchange of investments
that will continue the effort
initiated a few years ago.”
The Portuguese president
expressed a desire to see
the two countries “closer in
their people’s knowledge,
in education, in science, in
culture”, stressing that
Portugal rejects a mere
“mercantile view” of
bilateral relations.
In his view, this precise
moment of Sino-
Portuguese relations is,
“perhaps, the best ever in
history” and a “promising

future” is anticipated.
According to de Sousa,
China and Portugal had
“an exemplary relationship
in the past” and it is “again
exemplary in the present”.
With regard to Macau,
formerly administrated by
Portugal handed back to
China in 1999, he argued
that “it was always a link”
and “never a reason for
separation or
disagreement” between
the two countries,
“because it has never been
a colonial possession, but
rather the result of a serene
understanding that
Portuguese and Chinese
always knew how to
respect.”
De Sousa declared that
Portugal was proud to “be
the country of the western
hemisphere with the
longest uninterrupted
relationship with China”
and noted that “Portugal
and China have never had
a single military conflict”.
The two countries “have not
always agreed, but we have
always known how to talk …
valuing what most unite us
and relativising what
separates us.” There are,

he noted only “rare
examples” in the world “of
two nations with a common
history so old and,
simultaneously, so friendly.”
The president spoke to Xi
of the “special and
profound fascination” that
China exerted on the
Portuguese from the start.
He cited excerpts from
literary works by Fernando
Pessoa and Eça de
Queiroz as examples.
Looking ahead and
expressing “confidence in
the future,” de Sousa also
quoted ancient Chinese
sage Confucius on respect
for the past (“I transmit, I
invent nothing”) and
revolutionary writer Lu Xun
(“Trust only him who
doubts”) as well as Eça:
“You can stumble on every
kind of item in China
throughout the last ten
thousand years except a
pessimist.”
He ended with a toast to Xi
and his wife, “for the
prosperity of the people of
Portugal and China, and for
the constant development
of friendship and Luso-
Chinese partnership.”
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