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Dozens of strikes set
for festive season
Close to 50 strike warnings have been submitted in recent
days that will see workers, mostly civil servants, laying down their tools
in anger this festive season.

more cash in their pockets,
Prime Minister António Costa
warned that the growth of the
economy did not mean that
“everything is possible”.
“We can’t have this illusion that a
healthy economy makes
everything possible for
everyone”, Costa said.
He added the economy was
growing “thanks to policies” the
government had enforced since
coming into office in 2015, and
had enabled the economy to
expand in 2016, 2017 and 2018.
“And, even though the economy
has been growing for three years
and although we have converged

Despite the current
political euphoria
surrounding the
country’s vastly

improving economy in
government circles, unions have
proven hard to appease. They are
pushing for a series of additional
concessions, which the
opposition says are legitimate,
when based on the ruling
Socialist’s rhetoric surrounding
Portugal’s growing economy.
The festive season is threatening
to provide turmoil in almost all
walks of life, with dozens of
separate strikes being called in a
concerted bid to press the
government into implementing
further reforms and wage
increases.
Travellers could be among those
worst affected by the industrial
action, with SEF immigration and
border workers and two large
private airport security groups
threatening action this festive
period.
Portugal’s operating room
nurses are also threatening
more action for immediately after
Christmas, in an ongoing protest
that has already caused almost
5,000 surgeries to be postponed
or cancelled since 22 November.
While the government has
remained relatively reserved in
criticising striking workers
despite addressing scores of
their demands, Portugal’s prime
minister has described the

nurses’ strike as “unacceptable”.
António Costa said that the strike
was causing great upheaval in the
health system and reminded
nurses that “no one can be
allowed to die because of a health
worker’s right to strike.”
The prime minister was speaking
during a debate on the national
health system, during which he
appeared to lay the blame on the
doorstep of union leaders, but
said it was not his job to remove
them from their position.
Despite his obvious
dissatisfaction, the prime
minister immediately announced
afterwards that workers will be
allowed to take 24 and 31
December off, without those days
being deducted from their leave.
Dockworkers have also had an
enormous impact in recent
weeks as they protest the lack of
job security for casual and part-
time workers.
The ongoing strike by workers at
the port of Setúbal began on 5
November. At the same time,
action is being staged against
overtime by dockers at the ports
of Lisbon, Setúbal, Sines,
Figueira da Foz, Leixões,
Caniçal (Madeira), Ponta
Delgada and Praia da Vitória
(Azores) – that is set to run into
January unless employers and
unions reach an agreement.
In the meantime, vehicles
assembled at the Autoeuropa
plant south of Lisbon are stuck in

car parks, while food exports to
destinations such as China are
now under threat due to the
expendable nature of the
products.
To compound matters for the
government, it could now be
bracing for a Yellow Vest type
protest like the ones seen in
France recently.
The initiative is being promoted on
Facebook and is planned for 21
December. It has already
accumulated more than 12,000
people who have confirmed their
presence at the blockade, which is
to take place on Lisbon’s A8
motorway. An additional 50,000
people had said they were
interested in attending the event.
Private individuals are also among
those expressing their discontent,
with Portugal’s supermarket
workers this week threatening to
strike on Christmas Eve.
The union representing workers
at supermarkets and
hypermarkets said the action is
being considered as 26 months
of negotiations with company
bosses have delivered no
progress. But it pledged
everything will be done to
minimise the impact on
consumers. Workers are calling
for higher salaries and better
working conditions.
With workers increasingly
disgruntled that the country’s
well-documented economic
growth is not translating into
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Portugal still struggling with human rights

Amnesty International has this morning said that Portugal is still
failing in some areas when it comes to human rights. In the report, the
non-governmental organisation says inequalities remain when it
comes to the access to housing and highlights a number of forms in
which the more vulnerable communities and people are still suffering
discrimination. While Amnesty praises Portugal for significant
progress the past few decades, it says many perpetrators of domestic
violence are still escaping punishment.

Singer Tom Jones to perform in Portugal in July
British musician Tom Jones is to perform at the EDP Cool Jazz

festival in Cascais in July next year. The festival’s organisation
announced today that the 78-year-old Welsh crooner will be
performing on 25 July at the Hippodrome Manuel Possolo in Cascais.
Also confirmed for the 16th edition of EDP Cool Jazz are Jamie
Cullum and Diana Krall.

Man stabbed and killed near a bar in Montechoro 
A 31-year-old man has been stabbed and killed near a bar in

Montechoro, Albufeira. Few other details are as yet available regarding
the incident, which happened on Sunday. PJ police are said to be
examining CCTV footage to establish what happened inside the bar.
The suspect fled the scene and has not yet been located by police.

World’s oldest crocodile fossil discovered in
Portugal

The oldest crocodile fossil in the world has been discovered in
Portugal. Palaeontologists announced the discovery yesterday, of the
95 million year old fossil, which is believed to be of a new species of
crocodile and the oldest in the world. The fossil was unearthed by a
Portuguese geologist in Montemor-o-Velho, Coimbra district, in
2003, but only now has its ancient origins been confirmed and
announced.

Cloud and showers for run-up to Christmas
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Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Saturday will be dry
but overcast in the capital, while
Sunday will be showery. The
coming week will start off with
some high cloud cover, followed
by scattered showers on Tuesday,
but the rest of the week will be
drier and brighter, seeing highs of
15 degrees Celsius and lows of 8.

South:South:South:South:South: Southern Portugal is
looking drier, sunnier and warmer
than the rest of Portugal. Some
light rain might fall on Sunday,
and again Tuesday, but otherwise
it should be bright, with
thermometers reading highs of 17
degrees and overnight lows of 7.

North: North: North: North: North: Northern Portugal will
bear the brunt of the wet weather,
with rain forecast for most of the
weekend and coming week. It will
also be overcast for the foresee-
able future, although the temper-
atures will not be too far off the rest
of the country, with highs peaking
at 15 degrees, and lows of 9.

with the European Union for the
first time in many years, the GDP
[Gross Domestic Product], the
country’s wealth, has only now
recovered the 2008 levels.”
But as can be expected, the
opposition have questioned the
very fact that in spite of the
country’s apparent prosperity,
worker dissatisfaction is
extraordinarily high.
Rui Rio, leader of the Social
Democrats, who oversaw
Portugal’s financial bailout and
implemented a host of
unpopular measures at the time,
has said the country is “being
misgoverned.”

Rui Rio also accused the
Socialists of behaving in a
manner similar to that which
eventually led them to call for
financial aid in that it was
investing all its efforts into the
present and not paying much
regard to the future, when the
economy might not be as buoyant
as it is now. He also said the
government’s narrative has set
them up for failure.
“They keep on telling the country
austerity is a thing of past and now
workers are calling for what is
legitimately theirs, but naturally,
the government is unable to
deliver”, argued Rui Rio.
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Firefighters in Civil Protection fallout
The Portuguese Firefighters League (LBP) has taken the unusual step of refusing to pass on information regarding its
operations and occurrences to the country’s various CDOS - District Relief Operations Commands, which are overseen by
the Civil Protection Authority, boycotting communication between the two in a bid for autonomy for firefighters.
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The LBP halted all
operational
communications
with the CDOS at

midnight on Sunday, but
said the provision of help is
not being jeopardised.
For its part, Portugal’s Civil
Protection Authority
(ANPC) said a “prompt and
effect” service to the

population is being
maintained, despite a void
in the usual liaising
between the two.
Home Affairs Minister
Eduardo Cabrita slammed
the suspension of
communications, deeming
the measure “illegal” and
“irresponsible”, and saying
it “puts people’s safety at

risk as it affects the
coordination of means of
response”.
In Lisbon, the Civil
Protection Authority has
been kept in the dark about
around 60 percent of the
occurrences attended by
local firefighters, whereas
in Aveiro, over 90 percent of
occurrences went

uncommunicated.
Overall, the number of
cases reported by the
firefighters to the Civil
Protection on Sunday and
Monday were down by
more than half in
comparison to the same
dates of 2017.
However, the Algarve’s fire-
fighters have gone against
the LBP’s decision to stop
reporting details of their
operations to the ANPC,
and refused to jump on the
bandwagon.
The head of the southern
district’s rescue operations
said on Monday
communication between
the two Algarve parties was
“normal”, and would
remain so.
The LBP has said it will
continue with its boycott

until the government is
prepared to sit down and
negotiate.
Firefighters reportedly
want to show that they can
handle their affairs
“autonomously”, without
needing an “extra”
command.
They want the ANPC to
“coordinate” the various
entities involved in the
country’s response and
rescue services, such as
the GNR and PSP police,
INEM emergency medics,
firefighters and even the
military, but like other
public entities, they want to
have their own
independent national
board, “under the
autonomy of firemen and
chosen by firefighters”, as
explained Marta Soares,
head of the LBP.
The main bone of
contention is a proposal by
the government on the
Organic Law of Civil
Protection.
The Government
approved, in a Cabinet
meeting held on 25
October, 2018, a proposal
to amend the Organic Law
of the National Civil
Protection Authority
(ANPC), which will be
renamed the National
Authority for Emergency
and Civil Protection
(ANEPC).
With this proposal, the
Government will do away
with the current 18-district
operations and relief
commands (CDOS), and

create five regional
commands and 23 sub-
regional emergency and
civil protection commands.
The Government wants the
new model of Civil
Protection to have a
metropolitan or inter-
municipal basis. The
Executive’s proposal also
foresees the creation of a
National Fire Department
with financial autonomy
and its own budget, chief
will be designated after
hearing the LBP.
The decree also provides
for volunteers to stop
participating in the initial
response to rural fires, with
this task being handed over
to the GNR Protection and
Relief Intervention Group.
After being approved in the
Council of Ministers, this
proposal was in public
consultation with the LBP
and the National
Association of Portuguese
Municipalities, which also
contests it.
The Government’s
proposal has been
challenged by the LBP
since it was made public.
The LBP deems the
proposal “completely
misadjusted from the
reality of the country” and
believes it will interfere in
the autonomy of the
firemen’s associations.
The LBP wants a national,
independent fire
department with its own
budget, an autonomous
management, and a
firefighter’s social card.


