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A yellow vest Facebook
protest in Portugal was
osed down following a
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A neo-Nazi Portuguese woman
who named her baby after Hitler
has been jailed for membership
of a terrorist group. P12

José Mourinho has been sacked
by Man Utd exactly three years
and one day after he was
sacked by Chelsea. P48
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Portuguese visitors to
Algarve outweigh
British tourists for

first tme

N

CARRIE-MARIE

BRATLEY

Hotel entrepreneurs have said that this year, for the first time ever,
the number of Portuguese visitors to the Algarve outweighed the

number of Britons, and the region’s hoteliers believe the domestic
market will continue to flourish.

onetheless, Britons
continued to top the
list of foreign visitors
to the Algarve, despite
figures retracting.
However, the loss of British
tourists is a worry to the
Algarve’s entrepreneurs, who
in a survey by the Hotel
Association of Portugal (AHP),
released on Monday, said
Brexit is a growing concern,
surpassed only by the rising
cost of utilities like water, gas
and electricity.
Last year only six percent of
respondents in the yearly
survey said the possible
impacts of Brexit was a
concern, in comparison to the
18 percent, mainly Algarve and
Madeira hoteliers, this year.
Other concerns for 2019 is
room occupation rates, with
only 22 percent of respondents
believing that next year the
number of ‘bums in beds’ will
be better than this year, and

to pay on

Completion
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overseas

hoteliers in the north and
central regions being the most
optimistic.

However, the vast majority of
respondents feel next year will
bring a better performance in
terms or revenue and average
prices, with the month of
September now outperforming
August and being crowned the
strongest month of the year.
The data is from the survey by
the Hotel Association of
Portugal (AHP) to its
associates, on 2019 and
prospects for 2019, which was
presented to journalists on
Monday, 17 December, in
Lisbon.

In the data from January to
October of the association’s
barometer there was a 1.3
percentage point decrease in
the occupancy rate to 73
percent; the average price per
room occupied was of €97, and
the average price per room
available was 71.
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As for the best months for
hotels, September began

to take the lead in the
prospects of 2019, as well as in
this year’s balance sheet.
August was in second place
and July in third.

For 2019, Portuguese tourists
should continue to grow, and
visitors from Spain and France
are expected to be highlighted
again, the hoteliers forecast.
Meanwhile another report has
found that European hotel
industry growth was led by
France, Benelux and Portugal
for first nine months of 2018.
The latest ECM-

MKG European Destinations
Observatory report found that
“growth was observed
throughout Europe, especially
in France, Benelux and
Portugal enduring the trend of
the first semester of 2018”.
“Portugal is the winner on the
Iberian Peninsula”, the report
stressed, explaining: “On the

Full details at: www.Beverywhere.com

The number of Portuguese tourists visitin

Iberian Peninsula, tourist
arrivals continue to grow due to
the effect of their internal
dynamics (improved economic
context) and carryovers of
visitors from Mediterranean
destinations affected by
different events in the last few
years, but business events are
on a downtrend (especially in
Barcelona that recorded a
RevPAR decrease of 9.3
percent).

“Almost all cities in Spain (-0.7)
and Portugal (+4.3 percent)
gained a strong RevPAR
increase for a beginning of
year”.

Portugal: 00351 282 782 610
UK: 0044 161 505 0605
email: info@beverywhere.com
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g the Algarve has this year, for the first time, outweighed the number of British tourists. (Photo: Lusa/Luis Forra)

Cloudy Christmas and a chilly New Year

The forecast for the festive season is, at least for now, looking bright, dry and mild,

although overnight lows will continue to flutter downwards.

Lisbon: The capital is forecast
high cloud cover this weekend
and sunny intervals over the
Christmas week, breaking up
into scattered cloud to give way to
a bright and sunny year end.
Temperatures will waver
between highs of 17 degrees
Celsius and lows of 7.

06 CONTINENTS |

South: Southern Portugal is
looking similar to Lisbon for
Christmas and New Year, with
some cloud dotted around but
mostly clear skies, which means
daytime temperatures will be mild,
peaking at highs of 18 degrees
Celsius, but night-times will be
cool, especially over the New Year.

22 COUNTRIES |

North: The north will be mostly
dry for the holidays, with thicker
cloud cover over Christmas, and
sunny intervals for the rest of the
last week in 2018, and a partly
cloudy year’s end. Some scattered
showers may fall on and off, and
thermometers will vary between
highs of 17 and lows of 7.

&) News in Brief

Firefighters launch strike

Portuguese professional firefighters have launched strike action
that will last until the end of the festive season. The action is aimed at
giving firefighters improved professional statutes, while also
addressing the age at which they retire. Associations representing
firefighters have guaranteed that the civilian population will be
attended at all times and their response to emergencies and other
call-outs will not be affected.

Maintenance work on Lisbon’s 25 de Abril
Bridge starts

This week marked the start of two years of conditioned traffic across
the bridge, although maintenance will be carried out in periods of
lower traffic flow, namely at night and at weekends. The intervention
on the bridges is expected to take around 720 days and involves
investment of around 15 million euros.

British surfer rides monster wave

Briton Tom Butler believes he may have broken the world record for
surfing the biggest ever wave after successfully riding a huge swell at
Nazaré in Portugal on 14 December. The 29-year-old says the wave
was estimated to be more than 30 metres tall. The current official
record is 24 metres, which was set last year by Brazilian Rodrigo Koxa
also at Nazaré. The claim will now have to be submitted to World Surf
League in order to be officiated but initial reports suggest Butler may
have got himself a new record.

38 percent of Algarve-trained doctors stay in region

Of all medical professionals trained in the Algarve, only 38 percent
stay in the region, according to newspaper Publico. This is a problem
that the Prime Minister addressed a year ago when the Algarve
University Hospital Centre was created to group the region’s health
units. 71 positions for doctors were opened with the group’s creation
but only 25 were filled.

President appeals for “political will” to end
homelessness caused by “evictions”

Portugal’s president Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa has appealed for
“political will” to end the problem of homelessness caused by
“evictions” in Lisbon and Porto. The president said many of the new
faces he has met sleeping rough were made homeless by their
landlords. He said people of all ages were struggling to pay hiked
rents, and policies must be drawn up to deal with this.

Investment of €1.3m to bring electricity to rural
Ourique

An investment of €1.3 million will see electricity installed in the most
rural areas of Ourique County. A deal has been signed between
national electricity company EDP and Ourique council for the works to
start, which will be divided into two phases. Ourique council said the
investment represents its aims to “upgrade the county, support
economic activity, and improve the lives of local residents.”
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Portugal plans its own ‘Yellow Vest’
protest
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Portuguese are planning to stage similar yellow-vest action to their French

A Facebook event calling for a yellow vest protest in Portugal in the run-up to
Christmas was closed down following a request by police.

counterparts. (Photo: EPA/Caroline Blumberg)

rganisers claim
the event, which
intended to
replicate the
Yellow Vest populist
movement that swept
France, was taken down

by Facebook at the
request of Portuguese
authorities after being
notified by the platform.
Before the page was
closed, more than 40,000
people had expressed
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some 20,000 PSP police
officers were being
dispatched to patrol
Portugal’s streets on
Friday.

Scarce details that were
still circulating on social
media and in the media
suggested that the large-
scale protest would start
with a gathering outside
Belém Palace - President
Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa’s official residence
- from 7am, and would
also involve nationwide
blockades targeting such
as the A8 motorway, toll
booths on the 25 Abril
bridge, main roads in
large cities, government
buildings, and gatherings
outside key locations like
the Forum Algarve
shopping centre in Faro,
the Algarve’s main city.
Police appealed to those
planning on taking part in
the protest to “respect the
law”.

The politically-

motivated yellow vests
movement started online
in May 2018 and led to

mass demonstrations that
began in France on 17
November, 2018, and
soon spread to Wallonia,
Belgium, and even
Canada, albeiton a
smaller scale.

Motivated by rising fuel
prices, the high cost of
living and claims that a
disproportionate burden
of the government’s tax
reforms were falling on
the working and middle
classes, especially in
rural and peri-

urban areas, protesters
have called for lower fuel
taxes, the reintroduction
of the solidarity tax on
wealth, the raising of the
minimum wage, and, in
France specifically, the
resignation of Emmanuel
Macron as President.
Despite organisers
promising action that
would “shake” the
country, at the time of
going to press, there
were few concrete details
to give any sound
indication of exactly what
lay ahead.

Portugal
secures
biggest ever

fishing quota

Portugal has achieved
an increase in its fishing
quota for 2019, to
131,000 tons, its largest
since records began,
according to the
minister for the sea,
Ana Paula Vitorino.

“We have very good news
for Portugal, for our
fishermen and fishing
owners, with an increase of
24 percent of the total
possible catches, to
131,000 tons,” she said.

The new total, she
stressed, “is a new
historical maximum”
aimed at securing the
maximum sustainable
yield by 2020, given the
state of fishing stocks.

Where commercially
important species were
concerned, the minister
stressed the fact that the
quota for 2019 is
unchanged, whereas the
European Commission had
proposed a 14 percent cut.

Portugal among world's top 15
countries with largest gold reserves

This is according to data from the World
Gold Council, from September 2018,
published by Trading Economics.

On the list Portugal ranks in 12th, with

382.5 tons of gold.

Three other Portuguese-speaking

countries, Brazil, Angola and
Mozambique, are among the top 100
countries with largest gold reserves, in
42nd, 60th, and 86th places respectively.

Atthe top of the listis the US with

reserves of over 8,000 tons of gold.
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