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WEATHER

Grim start
to 2019 as

road deaths
double N R

The number of people who lost their lives on
Portugal's roads this past festive season were
more than double those registered last year, while
the overall number of road deaths in 2018 were

also up on the year before, bringing a dismal year
in terms of road safety to a bleak close.

hile Portugal in 2017

registered the

second biggest rise

in road deaths in the
EU, with 510 people having lost
their lives on the roads, last year
there was no improvement; at
least 512 people died in vehicle
accidents and fatality figures
grew for the second consecutive
year. Not since 1996 had road
deaths increased for two years in
arow.

And while government has, on
various occasions, voiced its
concern over the perturbing
statistics, a number of measures
drawn up in recent times to
improve Portugal’s shaky road
safety, such as reducing speed
limits within town boundaries,
controlling the use of mobile
phones while driving, or
mandatory MOT inspections for
motorcycles, have yet to make it
off the drawing board.

All the afore-mentioned
measures were provided for in
the government’s PENSE 2020 -
National Strategic Road Safety
Plan, which was announced in

Big chill on the way

It is set to become noticeably chillier next week,
especially at night; the days will be bright and sunny
but temperatures will start to fall further towards the

end of next week.

Lisbon: The weekend and
week ahead will be sunny and
bright but those clear blue skies
mean it will feel nippy during the
day, with highs of 14 forecast,
and very cold at night, when the
mercury will plunge to around 4
degrees.

South: Even the normally-
warmer southern Portugal won't
be able to avoid the chilly weather,
although the coming week is

looking clear and sunny. Daytime
temperatures will still be mild, at
around 18 degrees, but overnight
lows will plunge to around 5.

North: Even northern Portugal
will be bright and sunny for the
foreseeable future although the
temperatures will be a few
degrees lower than in recent
weeks, see-sawing between
highs of 16 degrees Celsius and
night-time lows of 3.

late 2016 and decreed in 2017,
but have yetto be putinto
practice.

The number of road deaths
registered during the GNR’s
2018 ‘Tranquil Christmas’ and
‘Safe New Year’ operations - in
which the patrolling of the
country’s busiest roads over the
festive period is boosted to crack
down on dangerous driving -
were both up on last year’s by
more than double.

Fifteen road deaths were
registered during the GNR’s
2018 ‘Tranquil Christmas’,
staged from 21 to 26 December
2018, which is more than double
those registered in 2017, despite
the 2018 operation being one
day shorter, and making it the
worst outcome in a decade.

This past Christmas’s
operation also saw 1,360
accidents and 29 serious
injuries, all up on the previous
year’s records.

The GNR'’s ‘Operation New
Year operation, staged from 28
December 2018 to 2 January
2019, tallied eight deaths - again,
more than double those
registered in 2017 - and eighteen
serious injuries.

During the six-day nationwide
New Year patrol campaign,
carried out by over 3,000 officers,
the GNR inspected some 37,879
drivers, having caught 1,003
drivers with excess alcohol, of
whom 332 were arrested, and 93
drivers were detained for driving
without a licence.

During the same period, the
GNR recorded 10,015 offences.

According to newspaper,
Publico, experts say there is a
long list of problems contributing
towards the worrying downturn.

In comments to Publico, José
Miguel Trigoso, president of the
national Road Awareness
Association (Prevengdo
Rodoviaria Portuguesa), said the
festive figures are “a terrible sign”,
but only the tip of the iceberg.

He stressed there is a “cocktail
of reasons” that prevents Portugal
from improving on its current
statistic of 60 road deaths per
million inhabitants, which is far
above other European countries’
benchmarks, citing outdated
training and lack of governmental
investment as being among the

main reasons.

Meanwhile, it has emerged
that, despite the gloom that
enshrouds Portugal’s road safety
profile, more people than ever
before are buying cars to drive on
them.

Finance site Dinheiro Vivo
reported this week that car loans
conceded last year broke records
and currently stands at 6.1 billion;
the highest since at least 2009.

In the first nine months of 2018,
Dinheiro Vivo reported, the car
loan stock increased by €790
million, the highest annual surge
since data has been made
available.

The amounts include loans for
both new and used car
purchases, with more than
830,000 people in the country

Bob Dylan to perform in Porto on 1 May

US musician Bob Dylan is to play at the Porto Coliseu on 1 May, the event organiser
has said. Tickets go on sale this Saturday, 5 January.

tradition of American music” as

well as being one of the 20th

century’s most notable poets.
Dylan has performed several

Bob Dylan, who was awarded
the Nobel literature prize for his
lyrics, is known for having created
“new poetic expressions in the

times before in Portugal, the most
recent of which was for about
13,000 people at Lisbon’s Altice
Arena on 23 March last year.
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GNR officers during a traffic @ NCWS in Brief

control operation on the A1

motorway, at the Carvalhos toll Government to launch new national Public
booth, in Vila Nova de Gaia, . - .
December 29, 2018. Works plan despite pre-existing plan being
o - (Photo: José Coelho / Lusa) |arge|y unfinished

Portugal’s government is to launch a new national Public Works plan
even though 80 percent of the previous plan is yet to be carried out.

The new National Investment Plan will be submitted to Parliament to
govern until 2030. However the new plan is being brought in at a time
when only20 percent of the previous plan, the PETI 3+, was executed.

New Brazil president Bolsonaro ‘may visit
Portugal by early 2020’

The newly inaugurated president of Brazil, Jair Bolsonaro, may visit
Portugal towards the end of this year or early in 2020, Portugal’s
president, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, said on Wednesday. De Sousa
was speaking at the Palacio do Planalto, the official residence of
Brazil's president, after a meeting with Bolsonaro. In comments to
journalists, Portugal’s president said that the precise date of any visit
by his new Brazilian counterpart was to be decided between the two
countries’ Ministries of Foreign Affairs but that it would be between the
end of 2019 and early 2020, but more probably the latter.

Flight from Netherlands to Canary Islands
forced to make unscheduled landing in
Portugal due to drunken British passenger

A flight from the Netherlands to the Canary Islands was forced to make
an unscheduled landing in Portugal after a drunken British passenger
began hurling abuse at cabin crew. According to reports the pilot
appealed to any ‘firefighters, police and soldiers’ among passengers
to come forward and help his crew restrain the man. The Tenerife-
bound Transavia flight was forced to divert to Faro due to the unruly
passenger’s threatening behaviour, causing a 2-hour delay.

Eurovision winner Salvador Sobral marriesin
‘secret’ ceremony

Portuguese singer and Eurovision winner Salvador Sobral has
quietly married. Friends of the singer, who underwent a heart
transplant a year ago, have shared photos of the big day on social
media, confirming the star wed his French actress girlfriend Jenna
Thaim. The discreet ceremony, which included close friends and
family, was reportedly held at the Brago de Prata Factory in Lisbon
on December 30.

Over 100 different events on agenda for first
month of 2019 in Algarve

Around 150 different cultural events are on the agenda for the first
month of 2019 in the Algarve, thanks to the Algarve 365 programme.

currently having car loans, the increased by about 65,000. September 2018, up 6.5 percent The events range from concerts to food festivals and the 3rd Algarve
highest since 2011. However, this acceleration has on the same period of the year International Piano Festival. The Algarve 365 programme was

Between January and obviously been of benefit to the before, according to data from the | designed to boost the region’s cultural scene during low-season,
September 2018, the number of market; a total of 182,000 new ACAP Automobile Association of and altogether offers over 1000 different events, between October
households with car loan debts passenger cars were sold by Portugal. and May.
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‘Deal sealed’ on new Montijo airport next week

Next Tuesday, 8 January 2019, a memorandum of understanding on the future airport of Montijo will be signed between the
State and ANA - Airports of Portugal, which manages the country’s airports, allowing the Lisbon Airport expansion project

L

o]

to move forward and Montijo Airport to gain solid consi

Minister of Planning and Infrastructure Pedro Marques (2"“R), accompanied by the State

S p—

Secretary for Finance, Ricardo Mourinho Félix (2"L), VINCI AIRPORTS CEO Nicolas
Notebaert (R) and former ANA president Jorge Ponce Leédo (L) during a ceremony to sign
a memorandum of understanding with the Portuguese Government, in February 2017,
which it was pledged to study Montijo as solution to increase the capacity of Humberto
Delgado Airport. (Photo: Anténio Cotrim/Lusa)

Nursing union cancelsstrike to negotiate

with government

Portuguese Nurses’
Trade Union (ASPE) is to
withdraw the first of two
periods of strike scheduled
for this month, to create
“negotiation space” with
the government.

The president of the
nurses’ trade union, Lucia
Leite, told Lusa News
Agencythat the strike,
scheduled for 7 January to
20 February, would be

cancelled, but that the
second period of the strike
scheduled for 14 January
to 28 February was still
expected to take place.
According to trade
unions, the idea behind
these strikes organised by
the ASPE was to replicate
similar strikes that recently
took place at hospital
operating theatres
between 22 November and

the end of December,
which led to around 10,000
operations being
cancelled.

The ASPE and another
nurses’ trade union,
Sindepor, are to meet with
heads of government on
Thursday.

Sindepor also has a
general nurse’s strike
scheduled for 8 to 11
January. TPN/Lusa

stency.

he signing of the
memorandum is
said to be
fundamental to
Montijo airport’s
construction as it will
cement the construction
plan of Montijo as a
complementary airport to
Lisbon’s Humberto
Delgado international
airport.
Often referred to as
Lisbon Airport’s +1, Montijo

will be used to absorb
overflow traffic from Lisbon.

This combination will
reportedly allow Lisbon’s
main airport capacity to
increase to 50 million
passengers per year and 72
aircraft movements per hour.

Despite there still being a
lack data on the
environmental impact of
the conversion of the military
air base to a civilian airport,
it is expected to be

operational by 2022.

An environmental impact
declaration is expected
sometimes during the start
ofthisyear.

The agreement also
foresees the expansion of
Lisbon’s main Humberto
Delgado airport.

According to JN, in total,
the works will cost around
one billion euros, which will
be paidin full by ANA -
Aeroportos de Portugal.

The Banker magazine elects Centeno
‘Finance Minister of the Year’

Portugal’s minister of finance and head of Eurogroup Mario Centeno was
elected by the international financial affairs magazine ‘The Banker' as
the finance minister of the year in Europe.

In the British
magazine’s view Centeno
“can look back at his first
12 months as head of
Eurogroup with well-
deserved satisfaction”,
stressing success in
negotiations for the Euro
reform in December.

The Banker described
Centeno as an “unusual
choice” for the presidency
of the informal group of
finance ministers of the
eurozone, as he is “the
first president of the
Eurogroup from southern
Europe and the first from a

rescued country”.

It also labelled Centeno
as “more conciliatory than
his occasionally abrasive
predecessor”, Dutchman
Jeroen Dijsselbloem.

For 2019, the magazine
explained that Centeno is
preparing for two major
political challenges at a
European level: “a pillar of
the banking union, the
other an attempt to
underpin the credibility of
the Euro project.”

The Banker also said
Centeno’s accolade “was
recognition of Portugal’s

incredible economic
recovery”.

The publication
highlighted the decline in
Portugal’s
unemployment rate from
17 percent in 2013 to
currently below 7 percent,
the prospects for stability
of Portuguese economic
growth in 2019 and
2020, the
recapitalisation of the
banking sector during
2016 and 2017, and the
increase of minimum
wage and pensions as
partof thatrecovery.
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Albufeira toinstall

CCTVin

‘most

problematicareas’

Albufeira will this year be installing CCTV
surveillance cameras in its “most problematic
areas”, such as the infamous Oura bar strip, to
boost safety for tourists and residents alike.

his was one of several
new measures for the
city announced by
Albufeira Mayor José
Carlos Rolo during the annual
Mayor’'s New Year’s Speech.

Speaking to journalists during
the traditional address at
Albufeira Town Hall, Mayor Rolo
explained that the video
surveillance cameras will be
installed “in the most
problematic areas, which make
news for the worst reasons”, a
situation that the Municipality
intends to change.

The first locations to be
equipped with video-surveillance
will include the Oura strip and
Albufeira town centre itself,
throughout the new year of 2019.

However, the mayor regretted
that the matter is currently stuck
in the Ministry of Internal Affairs;
the process is “being a bit slow”,
he lamented.

Alluding to concerns of loss of
privacy, the Mayor said video
surveillance, whose installation
is subject to prior authorisation by
the National Commission for
Data Protection, “is very useful,
as long as itis clear for what it is
intended”.

Authorities widely consider that
the installation of cameras on
public streets, whose images
can only be accessed by the PSP
or GNR police depending on the
area, has a deterrent and
preventive effect, making the
areas where they are installed

——

Rua da Oura, Albufeira’s main bar st

reet, commonly referred to as ‘the strip’, is one of the busiest nightlife

streets in the Algarve. (Photo: Luis Forra / Lusa)

safer and more appealing to
residents, tourists and potential
investors.

News of drunken brawls and
rowdy disturbances in Albufeira
has become an all-too-common
occurrence, particularly in
summer.

One of the most recent and
widely-broadcast cases
occurred in June 2017, when a
600-strong throng of young Brits
on an organised package
holiday clashed with GNR
officers, culminating in officers
firing rubber bullets to subdue

the unruly crowd.

In other news, Albufeira council
is also to invest eight million
euros in building two new old
age homes and day centres in
Olhos de Agua and Fontainhas,
as well as green spaces and
parking.

Portugal’s lighthouses welcome record number of visitors in 2018

Portugal’s lighthouses last year welcomed a record number of visitors, at over 100,000, registering the highest visitor numbers since lighthouses
were opened to the public in 2011.

The 28 Portuguese
lighthouses open to the public,
four of which are in the Algarve,
received, in 2018, a total of
101,613 visitors, which is a new
all-time high.

In relation to the year 2017,
there was an increase of 27,721
visitors.

According to the Maritime
Authority, which manages Portu-
gal’s lighthouses, since 2011,
the average annual growth in
visitors was of around 7,600
people, but 2018 smashed that
benchmark, having registered
close to 28,000 more visitors
than 2017.

The most visited lighthouse
was in Aveiro, followed by Ponta
do Pargo lighthouse in Madeira
and Arnel lighthouse on Séo
Miguel Island, in the Azores.

Known locally as ‘Farol da
Barra’, the lighthouse in Aveiro
rises 66 meters above sea level,
being the largest in Portugal and

the second highest on the Iberian
Peninsula.

It was builtin the 19" century,
between 1885 and 1893, and at
the time of its construction was
the sixth largest in the world in
stone masonry. It was electrified
in 1936.

The four lighthouses in the

Algarve that are open to the
public are Cabo de S&o Vicente
lighthouse in Vila do Bispo,
Alfanzina lighthouse in
Carvoeiro, Santa Maria
lighthouse on Culatra Island, and
Vila Real de Santo Anténio
lighthouse, in Vila Real de Santo
Antonio.
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President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa speaks to the nation during the traditional New Year message that took place at the Palacio de Belém in

3 i

Lisbon, December 30, 2018. (Photo: Anténio Cotrim/Lusa)

President appeals to vote in 2019 while
warning of threats to democracy

Portugal’s president, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, has called upon voters to take part in the three
elections scheduled for 2019, and warned against the radicalism, arrogance and impossible
promises that he said destroy democracy.

e head of state made a

stance against the risks

of populism in his

traditional televised New
Year's address, delivered on 1
January, in which he noted that
electioneering had effectively
already begun for the three
elections to be held this year (for
the European Parliament, for the
regional assembly of Madeira
and for the national parliament).

“What | want to ask you today is

simple, but demanding”, he
said; “Vote. Don’t give up a right
thatis yours, thus giving to
others more power than they
should have.”

“Think of yourselves, but also
your children and grandchildren,
look at tomorrow and the day
after tomorrow and not just
today”, he exhorted viewers.

He encouraged people to
“debate everything, freely”, but
without causing “unnecessary
wounds that are difficult to heal”,
and to call candidates’ attention
“to your rights and your political
choices, by opinion, by
demonstrations, by strikes”.

“But always respect others,
those who disagree with you and
those who may suffer the
consequences of your means of
struggle”, he said, in a reference

to ongoing disputes that have
disrupted the functioning of public
hospitals, prisons and other
institutions.

To those who are thinking of
standing in the various elections,
de Sousa issued a series of
warnings, saying that they should
“carefully analyse” their course
and commit to “not disappointing”
voters.

“Think how it took time and it
was costly to set up a democracy
and how easy itis to destroy it, with
intolerable arrogance, impossible
promises, unrealistic appeals,
reckless radicalisms, undesirable
risks,” he said.

“With the world and Europe as
they are just now, good sense is
fundamental”.

In his message, the president
also argued that “good sense”
and “ambition” are not
incompatible with democracy
and, with this in mind, laid out
goals for Portugal on political,
economic and social levels.

“We can and should have the
ambition to ensure that our
economy not only prepares to
face any crisis that affects us, as it
wants to catch up with the most
dynamic in Europe, pursuing a
path of convergence [that has]
now [been] resumed,” he said,

PROPERT Yicue
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www.propertyspecialistsalgarve.com

adding: “We can and must have
the ambition to overcome the
condemnation of one in every five
Portuguese to poverty”.

De Sousa also set the country
the ambition to “give more
credibility, transparency, truth” to
its political institutions, by giving
people reasons to trust them.

“Consensus among people, a
stronger economy, a fairer
society, more trustworthy politics
and politicians - is it too much to
ask of all of us in this year of
20197?” he queried rhetorically,
answering: “No, it's not. Those
who have overcome crises and
emerged from them, with
courage and vision, are certainly
able to convert this effort of a
decade into a mobilising and
consistent future path”.

Of the international scene, the
president cited “difficult” times.

“In a world in which there is a
lack of law, peace, dialogue,
justice, there’s plenty of certainty
of force, conflict, inequality,
uncertainty”, he said: “In a Europe
that is poorer with the departure of
the United Kingdom, whose
economy is slowing, that is seeing
promises growing without
democracy and without full
respect for the dignity of people.

“In Portugal, which has
emerged from the crisis, regained
hope, but which needs to look
further and deeper,” he said.

Of the need to defend freedom
and pluralism, de Sousa warned
that “there is no dictatorship, even
the most seductive, that
substitutes democracy, even the
most imperfect”.

The president’s message was
recorded before he travelled to
Brazil for the inauguration of that
country’s new president, Jair
Bolsonaro, its first ultra-
conservative head of state since it
was under a military dictatorship.

The Portuguese President was
due to meet with Bolsonaro late
Wednesday morning, to discuss a
broad range of issues common to
the two Portuguese-speaking
countries.

De Sousa said he wants to
defend the "Brazilian
commitment" in the Community of
Portuguese Speaking Countries
(CPLP), and also intended to
speak about the Portuguese and
Brazilian communities in both
countries, the Ocean Conference,
the European Union/Mercosur
ties, and the CPLP.
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