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Portugal
unveils the
Green Visa
Portugal has introduced the Green Visa.
Investment in organic agriculture renewable
energy, ecotourism and a wide range of
environmental projects will see foreigners now
be allowed to gain a residency permit and
eventually Portuguese nationality. At the same
time, an attempt to quash the Golden Visa was
meanwhile rejected by Parliament.

Rain returns
After a couple of weeks of frost-filled mornings, sunnyAfter a couple of weeks of frost-filled mornings, sunnyAfter a couple of weeks of frost-filled mornings, sunnyAfter a couple of weeks of frost-filled mornings, sunnyAfter a couple of weeks of frost-filled mornings, sunny
days and chilly evenings, comes news that rain will seedays and chilly evenings, comes news that rain will seedays and chilly evenings, comes news that rain will seedays and chilly evenings, comes news that rain will seedays and chilly evenings, comes news that rain will see
overnight temperatures rise, though highs will struggle toovernight temperatures rise, though highs will struggle toovernight temperatures rise, though highs will struggle toovernight temperatures rise, though highs will struggle toovernight temperatures rise, though highs will struggle to
beat those seen since the turn of the year.beat those seen since the turn of the year.beat those seen since the turn of the year.beat those seen since the turn of the year.beat those seen since the turn of the year.
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Substantial investment in
environmentally friendly
projects will from now
on be another gateway

for foreign nationals to gain
access to Portugal and the
European Union.

The proposal, lodged by PAN
– People, Nature, Animals, was
voted through with votes in
favour by the ruling Socialists
and the Social Democrats,
which gave the bill around
three-quarters of all votes. The
Greens voted against.

However, another decree,
tabled for voting at the same
time to eliminate the Golden
Visa, was rejected. This came
despite the Left Bloc sponsored
proposal being backed by PAN,
the Greens and the Communist
Party.

André Silva, leader and sole
MP for PAN, said after the vote
that “the approval of the Green
Visa will serve to reinforce
Portugal’s role in attracting
international ecological
investment, while
simultaneously ensuring the
transition to a circular and

carbon-free economy.”
According to PAN, investment

in any of the areas stipulated in
their proposal of 250,000 over a
minimum of five years will result
in the attribution of a Green
Visa.

But the discussion on the
elimination of Golden Visas
was much more heated.
Government alliance partner
the Left Bloc arguing the
scheme was merely a way of
selling citizenship.

Left Bloc José Manuel Pureza
said during the debate that a
“country which takes itself
seriously does not sell citizen’s
rights.”

According to the MP, of the
almost 7,000 Golden Visas
issued since its introduction in
2012, only 13 were associated
with investments resulting in
job creation.

Prior to the vote,
Transparency International
Portugal (TI Portugal) called on
the Ministry of Home Affairs to
immediately release
information on its ‘Golden Visa’
programme.

“The Government has
committed to review the Golden
Visa programme but has not yet
begun to do so. What is more,
they have not released the
information crucial to assess
the risks and merits of the
scheme,” said TI Portugal’s
President João Paulo Batalha.

The organisation has asked
how many visas have been
denied or revoked, how many
jobs have been created, and
what risk analysis and due
diligence procedures are
followed when screening
Golden Visas applicants.

The watchdog has previously
warned about the risks of
corruption and money
laundering associated with
Portugal’s Golden Visa
scheme. Most notably, TI
Portugal has criticised a lack of
transparency around the

procedures followed by the
authorities to ensure the legal
origin of the money invested
under the programme, the
overwhelming majority of which
goes to the luxury real estate
sector.

Last October, a report by TI on
Portugal and a dozen of other
EU countries, accused these
nations of offering residency
schemes that expose the entire
Union to multiple corruption
risks.

In response to a question
during a parliamentary debate
on the release of the critical
report, Portuguese Prime
Minister António Costa stated
that his government would
review the programme.

Around €25 billion in foreign
direct investment has flowed
into the EU through these
schemes over the last ten years.
Portugal is among the front
runners, with an estimated four
billion euros of this total being
transferred to the country by
third nationals seeking
residence and/or Portuguese
passports.

The report, compiled in
conjunction with Global
Witness, says Golden Visa

schemes have seen the EU
welcome over 100,000
residents, with Portugal, Spain,
the UK, Hungary and Latvia
topping the list of EU states
where resident permits are
most easily handed out to
foreigners with sufficient cash.

The report, titled European
Getaway – Inside the Murky
World of Golden Visas, says,
while huge volumes of money
are involved, checks for money
laundering and corruption and
illegal origins of the investment
are not especially rigorous.

Portugal is specifically
identified as an area that poses
“high risks”.

Reference is made to a
review in which a number of
issues that make the residence
programme for investment
vulnerable to corruption were
flagged.

“The lack of clear guidelines
and the wide discretion given to
public officials working in
regional immigration and
borders services offices open
opportunities for inconsistent
application of the rules”, the
report reveals in its chapter on
Portugal.

Concern was also levelled at

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The capital will remain mild in the coming week, though
scattered showers will set in and are expected to last through to next
week. While lows will be closer to double figures than zero, the
additional cloud cover will stop highs from passing 15 degrees
Celsius.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: Southern Portugal will also see rain this weekend,
with most of the showers predicted to fall this Saturday.
Thermometers will also stay well clear of freezing, but highs will also
struggle to beat 15 degrees Celsius.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Rain will be the most common feature of the weather
in the coming week in northern Portugal, with chances of snow in
high-lying inland areas.
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 News in BriefNNNNN
Fuel prices rise again

Fuel prices have gone up once again this week at the country’s
forecourts. Diesel is hardest hit, with a litre rising by three cents, while
unleaded petrol will now cost 1.5 cents a litre more than it did last
week. This is the second consecutive week of fuel price increases,
and follows on 2018, when prices dropped for the first time in four
years, while the year ended with 12 consecutive price reductions.

Parliament changes rape defintion
Portugal’s parliament unanimously changed the law to expand the

definition of rape to cover all sex without consent, joining just seven
EU countries with such a wide definition. Lawmakers and
campaigners in Portugal argued the law, which previously required
prosecutors to show that an attack involved “violence”, had failed to
protect people attacked while they were unconscious or coerced into
having sex against their will.

More Portuguese using take-away home
delivery services

The number of Portuguese using take-away home delivery services
is on the rise. With consumer confidence on the up and a leap forward
in the development of the electronic commerce ecosystem in
Portugal, 94 percent of Portuguese with access to the internet have
made an online purchase. One particular field that is thriving is home
food deliveries, which has rise by nine percent in recent times,
according to the Nielsen Connected Commerce Report 2018.

LA police issue warrant for Ronaldo’s DNA
Police in Las Vegas have issued a warrant for a DNA sample from

Cristiano Ronaldo as part of their investigation into the rape
allegations made against the Juventus forward. The 33-year-old’s
lawyer, Peter S. Christiansen, told BBC Sport it was a “very standard
request”. The Wall Street Journal says the warrant was recently sent
to the court system in Italy. Ronaldo denies assaulting Kathryn
Mayorga at a Las Vegas hotel in 2009.

New project designed to boost tourism in
Monchique unveiled next week

A new project designed to boost tourism in Monchique was unveiled
on Tuesday. Spearheaded by the Algarve Regional Tourism Board and
funded by the National Tourism Board, the project aims to boost Nature
Tourism in Monchique following last year’s devastating fires. Around
€500,000 is to be invested in regenerating the region for tourism.

Pestana tourism warning
The chairman of Portugal’s biggest hotel group, Pestana, has told

Reuters that he has already noticed a dip in British guests and
predicted lower revenues from British tourists this year in key resort
destinations like the Algarve and Madeira as competition from
eastern Mediterranean markets heats up. Britons are the leading
tourist visitors to Portuguese hotels, representing about 15 percent of
the total 13 million.

the fact that the SEF
Immigration and Borders
Service does not check whether
applicants are subject to
ongoing investigations or open

criminal complaints outside of
Portugal.

“There also seem to be no
checks on applicants’ source of
wealth and funds used for

investment”, says Transparency
International, and added that
“enhanced checks should be
extended to all family
members.”

Portuguese Prime MinisterPortuguese Prime MinisterPortuguese Prime MinisterPortuguese Prime MinisterPortuguese Prime Minister
António Costa (left) picturedAntónio Costa (left) picturedAntónio Costa (left) picturedAntónio Costa (left) picturedAntónio Costa (left) pictured
here during a visit tohere during a visit tohere during a visit tohere during a visit tohere during a visit to
agricultural companyagricultural companyagricultural companyagricultural companyagricultural company
Vitacress in Odemira.Vitacress in Odemira.Vitacress in Odemira.Vitacress in Odemira.Vitacress in Odemira.
(Photo: Luís Forra/Lusa)(Photo: Luís Forra/Lusa)(Photo: Luís Forra/Lusa)(Photo: Luís Forra/Lusa)(Photo: Luís Forra/Lusa)
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Parties propose
legalisation of
recreational cannabis
The Left Bloc (BE) and People-Animals-Nature (PAN) have
debated the legalisation of cannabis for recreational use, in
the form of bills tabled to the Portuguese parliament. 

The BE is calling for
sales to be made
only in
establishments

licensed for the purpose
that they “must have, only
as their main activity the
commerce of cannabis
plants, substances or
preparations”, while PAN
takes the view that sales
“should occur exclusively
in pharmacies”, where
there are professionals
qualified to offer
clarification. 

The bill from the BE,
which will present its
proposal first, foresees the
legalisation of cannabis
for personal non-
medicinal use, with the
law also to regulate
aspects of production and
cultivation, marketing,
acquisition, detention and
consumption of cannabis
plants or derivatives.

“The main objective of
responsible and safe
legalisation of recreational
cannabis should always be
the reduction of problem
consumption, the effective

fight against drug trafficking
and associated crime” and
the promotion of public
health, safety, making
citizens responsible and
preventing addictions, it
said. 

In its bill, meanwhile,
PAN states that the
objective of regulating the
recreational use of
cannabis is the “protection
of public health and safety”
by providing safe and
informed access. 

“This law aims to protect
people from the risks of
illegal trade and drug-
trafficking, as well as the
health, social and
economic consequences
that the irresponsible and
uninformed use of
psychoactive substances
can have on society,” it
says in its bill. 

Both parties specify, that
sales of the product
should only be made to
people aged 18 and over
and who are not suffering
from mental illness. 

They also propose
prohibiting the advertising

of cannabis products or
establishments that are to
sell them and that
packaging should be
neutral and informative,
alerting customers to any
potential damage to their
health. 

On the cultivation of
cannabis for personal use,
the BE bill allows for this,
to a maximum limit of five
plants to a person’s own
permanent residence, and
the PAN bill to six plants.
Cultivation by adults only
for personal use must be
done only with seeds
acquired in
establishments licensed
for this purpose, both bills
specify. 

They also advocate a
ban on the consumption of
cannabis products in
workplaces, in places for
children and young
people, in closed public
spaces, in nursing homes,
in establishments where
health care and transport
are provided, in rental
vehicles and in vehicles
used to transport patients.

Douro estuary has more
plastic than fish larvae
Researchers from Portugal’s InterdisciplinaryResearchers from Portugal’s InterdisciplinaryResearchers from Portugal’s InterdisciplinaryResearchers from Portugal’s InterdisciplinaryResearchers from Portugal’s Interdisciplinary
Centre of Maritime and EnvironmentalCentre of Maritime and EnvironmentalCentre of Maritime and EnvironmentalCentre of Maritime and EnvironmentalCentre of Maritime and Environmental
Investigation have concluded that the quantityInvestigation have concluded that the quantityInvestigation have concluded that the quantityInvestigation have concluded that the quantityInvestigation have concluded that the quantity
of plastic particles in the Douro estuary is higherof plastic particles in the Douro estuary is higherof plastic particles in the Douro estuary is higherof plastic particles in the Douro estuary is higherof plastic particles in the Douro estuary is higher
than the number of the fish larvae and fish thatthan the number of the fish larvae and fish thatthan the number of the fish larvae and fish thatthan the number of the fish larvae and fish thatthan the number of the fish larvae and fish that
inhabit the ecosystem.inhabit the ecosystem.inhabit the ecosystem.inhabit the ecosystem.inhabit the ecosystem.

Lisbon
declares war
on plastic
waste
Lisbon wants to
eliminate the use
of throw-away
plastic cups.

As of 2020, the
Portuguese capital bars
and restaurants will be
banned from giving patrons
beverages in single-use
plastic containers.

The measure is one of a
set of ten measures that
Lisbon will be
implementing under a new
version of its Urban Waste
Management, Hygiene
and Cleanliness strategy.

Waste generation in
Lisbon grew ten percent
from 2015 to 2018, largely
due to tourism.

Lisbon city hall protects over 400
people from cold weather
Lisbon city hall said on Monday that 451 homeless people were givenLisbon city hall said on Monday that 451 homeless people were givenLisbon city hall said on Monday that 451 homeless people were givenLisbon city hall said on Monday that 451 homeless people were givenLisbon city hall said on Monday that 451 homeless people were given
shelter and 886 meals were served under a contingency plan to protectshelter and 886 meals were served under a contingency plan to protectshelter and 886 meals were served under a contingency plan to protectshelter and 886 meals were served under a contingency plan to protectshelter and 886 meals were served under a contingency plan to protect
them against the winter weather.them against the winter weather.them against the winter weather.them against the winter weather.them against the winter weather.

The researchers
analysed the quantity of fish
larvae, recently hatched fish
and microplastics; particles
of less than 5 millimetres
resulting from the
fragmentation of plastic,
throughout the whole
estuary and found that there
was an average ratio of one
larva per 1.5 particles of
microplastics, Sandra
Ramos, the researcher at
CIIMAR in charge of
coordinating the study,
recently published in
Science of the Total
Environment. 

The study, which began in
2016, aimed to “understand

the ratio between fish larvae
and microplastics” in the
Douro estuary which serves
as a “refuge” for several
marine species. 

She said, the larval
development in most
marine fish was quite
vulnerable to environmental
changes and to the effects of
human action. 

Ramos, also told Lusa
News Agency that the
CIIMAR team aims to start a
new study to analyse the
sources of contamination
and to analyse fish larvae to
understand if animals eat
the plastic particles.
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Galleries were full last Friday as interested parties watched as MPs debated legalisingGalleries were full last Friday as interested parties watched as MPs debated legalisingGalleries were full last Friday as interested parties watched as MPs debated legalisingGalleries were full last Friday as interested parties watched as MPs debated legalisingGalleries were full last Friday as interested parties watched as MPs debated legalising
cannabis for recreational use. (Photo: António Cotrim/Lusa)cannabis for recreational use. (Photo: António Cotrim/Lusa)cannabis for recreational use. (Photo: António Cotrim/Lusa)cannabis for recreational use. (Photo: António Cotrim/Lusa)cannabis for recreational use. (Photo: António Cotrim/Lusa)

The council referred 150
people to shelters and 32
people with health
concerns were treated,
three of which were taken
to hospital.

The “yellow phase” of the
contingency plan for
homeless people kicked
off last Wednesday
afternoon to protect the
homeless from cold

temperatures.
Currently, the plan is in a

“blue” phase, with teams
on the street distributing
coats and hot drinks.

TPN/Lusa


