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Governments
step in after
Lisbon violence
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seeking “concrete information”
about incidents in Seixal,
including citizens of Cape
Verdean origin, and local police.
Fonseca used his personal page
on Facebook to announce that he
is following events in Jamaica,
where a number of people of
Cape Verdean origin live and
where on Sunday there were
violent incidents involving PSP
officers and residents.
“I am following and seeking
concrete information regarding
what happened in the

neighborhood of Jamaica,
Seixal, Portugal,” reads the
message on the president’s
page.
The PSP police force on
Wednesday stepped up patrols
with members of the special
police unit in Bela Vista, Setúbal
district and in some areas of
Loures and Odivelas, in Lisbon
district, after the reprisals or
copycat incidents seen
overnight, including the
throwing of Molotov cocktails at
a police station and the setting

Angola’s embassy in Portugal has announced
that it has been monitoring investigations to
ascertain who was responsible for violent
incidents in the Jamaica neighborhood in Seixal,
and called on Angolan nationals to “refrain from
negative actions”.

The president of Cape
Verde has also called for
more information from
Portugal with regards to

these acts.
The announcement came
following unrest at the weekend
that saw clashes between locals
and police, and a demonstration
in central Lisbon that ended with
police firing rubber bullets into
the air.
“The Embassy of the Republic of
Angola in Portugal has learned of
a fight between two ladies, one of
them an Angolan citizen, after
they left a party in the Jamaica
neighbourhood,” the embassy
said in a statement sent to Lusa
News Agency. “Regrettably, in
responding to the appeal made
by one of the parties, police …
found themselves involved in a
situation of resistance,
disrespect and aggression
against the authorities that
derived from the excessive use of
force exercised against relatives
of the citizen, who rushed to the
place.”
The document adds that pictures
purportedly of the incidents
posted on social networks,
exacerbated unrestrained

tensions and attitudes of
intolerance of various natures.
“On learning of these facts, the
Consulate General of Angola in
Lisbon immediately went to the
location and provided consular
support to the family members
who are in contact with the
Portuguese police and justice
authorities, which were carrying
out the necessary investigations
to determine responsibilities,” it
states.
In relation to the cases of public
disorder that occurred later, the
embassy criticised these acts,
stating that it will denounce “any
attempts to exploit or the
intention to link this rioting [with
the earlier incidents], which
undermine public tranquility and
order.”
It has also “appealed to Angolan
citizens to take an attitude of
serenity and civility, respecting
the laws and public order of the
host country, refraining from
negative actions and from
participating in acts that are no
more than others taking
advantage for [their own] ends.”
The president of Cape Verde,
Jorge Carlos Fonseca, has
meanwhile said, that he is
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 News in BriefNNNNN
Portugal’s flu virus “particularly aggressive”

The flu virus currently circulating in Portugal is said to be one of the
most aggressive in Europe and is only comparable to the one found in
the UK. The AH3 virus is said to be particularly aggressive, and
especially dangerous to the elderly. Most recent figures have also
shown more than 500 people died last Monday, mostly as a result of
complications resulting from the flu virus. This has been classed as
one of the deadliest days recorded in Portugal in the past decade.

Police in wave of drug-related arrests
Police in Portugal have detained 15 people and seized 121 doses

of cocaine and 158 of heroin at 119 railway stations and on 276 trains.
Police said several operations took place in various cities,
culminating in the wave of arrests. Those held were arrested crimes
such as drug trafficking, possession of illegal weapons and illegal
immigration.

Portugal enjoys rare moon sighting
Skygazers in parts of Portugal were lucky enough to be under

clear skies were this week treated to the astronomical spectacle of
a “super blood wolf moon”. The rare phenomenon, caused in part
by a lunar eclipse, makes the surface of the moon appear a
reddish hue while seeming brighter and closer to earth than
normal. A super blood wolf moon occurs when a blood moon and
supermoon occur simultaneously. Astronomers were particularly
interested in this year’s blood moon as it is the last of its kind for
two years.

Ending nurse strike would cost 500m
Portugal’s Health Minister revealed last night that current demands

by striking nurses would cost more than 500 million euros in terms of
extra pay if they were all met. Minister Marta Temido explained that
the government would not be able to meet these demands. Nurses
have meanwhile said that despite the government’s reluctance to
meet their demands, they have opted to delay any further strikes at
operating theatres until the end of the month.

Temperatures to drop again as rain and cloud
disappear

w enforcement and residents have resulted in a number of skirmishes across the Greater Lisbon Area this week.w enforcement and residents have resulted in a number of skirmishes across the Greater Lisbon Area this week.w enforcement and residents have resulted in a number of skirmishes across the Greater Lisbon Area this week.w enforcement and residents have resulted in a number of skirmishes across the Greater Lisbon Area this week.w enforcement and residents have resulted in a number of skirmishes across the Greater Lisbon Area this week.

alight of rubbish bins and several
vehicles.
In a statement, the PSP said that
investigations continue into all
these incidents, with “nothing
indicating, so far, that they are
associated with demonstrations”
of protest against the earlier
police intervention in Seixal.
After a demonstration in front of
the Ministry of Internal
Administration in Lisbon on
Monday, against police violence
and racism, four people were
detained when PSP officers

Temperatures, especially overnight, are to fall once again inTemperatures, especially overnight, are to fall once again inTemperatures, especially overnight, are to fall once again inTemperatures, especially overnight, are to fall once again inTemperatures, especially overnight, are to fall once again in
coming week with the return of clear skies and the disappearancecoming week with the return of clear skies and the disappearancecoming week with the return of clear skies and the disappearancecoming week with the return of clear skies and the disappearancecoming week with the return of clear skies and the disappearance
of the recent wet weather.of the recent wet weather.of the recent wet weather.of the recent wet weather.of the recent wet weather.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The capital will see
thermometers drop by a few
degrees in the coming week, as
clear skies will see lows fall to
around 5 degrees Celsius, while
highs will struggle to beat 15.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: The Algarve will
enjoy near Spring-like weather at
the beginning of the weekend, with
highs set to top 20 degrees
Celsius. But there will be a dip
starting Monday, with tempera-
tures falling by around 5 degrees.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: While lows will
remain well above zero for
northern parts of the country,
highs will struggle to reach
double figures, climbing to no
higher than 12 degrees Celsius
for much of next week.

were stoned in central Lisbon.
The incident that took place
occurred a day after incidents in
Vale de Chícharos, better known
as Jamaica, between PSP
officers and residents that left
five civilians and one policeman
slightly injured.
Public prosecutors and the PSP
have started inquiries into the
incidents in the Jamaica
neighbourhood.
The four protesters detained in
Lisbon are to be given a snap trial
on 7 February.
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Drought and tourism to see water bills rise
The cost of water could rise during periods of drought. According to a new proposal which, if approved, will come into force
in two years from now, condominiums and properties covered by local lodging will also see their water bills increase. Large
families will meanwhile see their tariffs reduced.

The proposal, which
includes a stipulation
to have water costs vary
according to the time of

day, as is the case with
electricity, is under public
consultation until 15 March.
Should the law be
implemented, as is the
government’s intention, the
price of water will vary from
council to council.
Towns and cities will be given
the freedom to increase the cost
of water during shortages
caused by droughts or when
consumption is at its highest.
This could be particularly true of
the Algarve during the peak
summer months when the
population here quadruples in
some parts.
The document, compiled by the
Water and Waste Services
Regulatory Body (ERSAR),
stipulates that properties
carrying AL local lodging
licences will see their tariffs
adjusted upwards and will pay

more than neighbouring
properties used solely for
residential purposes. According
to the proposal, details of which
were published this week by
Jornal de Notícias, property
owners at closed
condominiums will also be
asked to fork out more for their
water supply.
On the other hand, families
numbering five or more, will see
their water tariff adjusted
downwards.
The ERSAR report also allows
for bi-hourly tariffs, similar to
those currently in use by energy
companies. This means water
bills will be reduced so long as
taps are running outside of
predefined peak periods.
The first lines to this document
were drawn up following the
devastating drought of 2017,
where on several days, fire
trucks were called in to supply
several communities with water
after their taps ran dry.
Droughts have become more

frequent and prolonged in
Portugal, with a decrease in
the annual average rainfall,
which mainly affects the south.
Compared to the years which
have followed since 1960, the
annual average rainfall has
decreased across the Iberian
Peninsula.
According to leading climate
expert Professor Filipe Duarte
Santos, “in Portugal’s case, the
decrease is around 40
millimetres per decade, which
is a significant amount,
equating to 200 millimetres of
rain in half a century, or 20
centimetres of water.”
The numbers are particularly
higher in the south.
Filipe Duarte Santos has also
said that based on existing
models and because of the

advancing of the deserts in
northern Africa, Portugal’s
climate is becoming more and
more like that of Morocco,
Algeria or Tunisia.
The 2017/18 drought in
Portugal has been considered
the most intense, prolonged
and worst of the last 100 years.
Environmental group Zero has
meanwhile reacted to the
proposal to vary water tariffs
with a certain level of
scepticism, and has said it
should only be implemented
alongside policies which
encourage the saving of water
resources, even in times of
abundance.
Zero leader Francisco Ferreira
also reminded lawmakers that
the majority of water is used in
agriculture, followed by industry
and only then does human
consumption come into play.
The environmentalist also said
that a large percentage of water
is also not billed, with local
councils said to be the major

culprits in water wastage.
Consumer watchdog Deco has
meanwhile come out in
opposition to the planned
legislation.
The association argues that
campaigns should rather be
launched to increase savings,
and says it would oppose
consumers being asked to foot
the bill in periods of drought.
In related news, water reserves
at Algarve dams are up on the
level they were a year ago.
Water company Águas do
Algarve also said that the
quality is guaranteed of
resources at these dams.
The Odelouca dam, the largest
supplier of water in the region,
currently boasts a capacity of
35 percent, when a year ago it
stood at less than 20 percent.
The two major dams in the
eastern Algarve, Odeleite and
Beliche have much higher
levels, and currently stand at
66 and 60 percent,
respectively.
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