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Portugal’s fight against

UK regulator grilled over g=5a
missing Algarve cash

_ _ - ,

= r The government has

= = 7728 announced this week it is
= Z looking to double the amount
— 7 y of renewable energy
generated by the country. P8

Brussels has flagged European
Golden Visa investor schemes
over concems which could
relate to criminal activity. P12
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Sporting have lifted the League
Cup after a series of
controversial refereeing
decisions. P48

The Financial Conduct Authority in London has this week
admitted it has investigated 250,000 transactions in its hunt for
missing money resulting from the insolvency of Algarve-based
company Premier FX. (Full story, see Page 11)
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Police start road safety campaigr

On Thursday, GNR police started
an extraordinary road safety
campaign which is aimed at
reducing serious traffic accidents

O

BRENDAN
DE BEER

in the wake of the higher number of fatalities
recorded during the course of last year.

peration Estrada
Segura or Safe Road,
is to run until the end
of next month, and will
seek to encourage drivers to
practice defensive and safer
driving.
According to provisional
figures from 2018, 69 percent
of accidents that resulted in
fatalities took place on national
roads or streets, with the
districts of Porto, Santarém,
Setubal and Faro the worst
affected.
Of the more than 80 accidents
registered in 2018, 72 percent
were due to collisions, while
the number of pedestrians hit
by cars rose by 11 percent,
resulting in 69 fatalities of
which three-quarters were
aged 50 or older.
GNR traffic officials said the
action set for the coming days
will therefore be focussed
along national roads, streets in
residential areas and
previously identified accident
hot-spots.
Reckless drivers will be topping
the list of police scrutiny, who
will focus on dangerous
overtaking manoeuvres,
sudden changes of direction
and parking within five metres
of pedestrian crossings.
The usual culprits, such as
speeding, driving under the
influence, not using lights or
indicators and unauthorised
use of mobile phones will also
be targeted by traffic police.
Police were hastened into
action outside of the traditional
holiday periods after 2018

First rain then cold

The wet weather felt on Thursday into Friday is
set to come to an end as the weekend arrives,
with Saturday and Sunday set to be particularly
cold, but with no chance of rain.

Lisbon: Skies are expected to
open up leading into Saturday,
with temperatures this weekend
set to vary from lows of 5 degrees
Celsius to highs of no more than
15.

The South: Southern
Portugal will see some heavy
rain early on Friday morning,

before the cloud will be replaced
by clear skies and very cold
overnight temperatures.

The North: The rainy weather
is forecast to last well into the
weekend in places like Porto,
with most of northern Portugal
being decisively wintery over the
coming few days.

once more proved to be a
deadly one on the nation’s
roads.

Having already increased on
the year before in 2017, road
deaths rose again last year,
making it the first time since
1996 that fatalities had risen
over two consecutive years.
Following the substantial rise
in deaths in 2017, the
Government said that it was
aiming to build on the fact that
Portugal is one of the safest
countries in the world, by
making roads safer in 2018.
Last year, the European Union
singled out Portugal in a report
for failing to follow the example
of other member states in
cutting back road deaths.
Areport by the EU revealed that
the number of deaths on
Portuguese roads rose 14
percent in 2017 compared to
the previous year, which it said
was the second highest
increase recorded in the EU,
where the average actually fell
by two percent.

In 2017, an average of 62
people per million died in
Portugal (in the EU, this
average was 49 per million),
whereas in the previous year
there were 54 deaths (EU 50)
per million.

The government has repeatedly
said it will reflect on what
intervention is necessary with
regard to the three main issues,
namely, people being run over,
drink-driving, and accidents
involving motorbikes.

With a rise in road deaths for the
first time in decades, the ANSR

Yet another fatality was recorded on Portuguese roads this week, this time a

admitted that traffic fines issued
had dropped by 20 percent in
2017. However, additional data

indicated that the number of fines

handed to foreigners visiting the
country in their cars had risen

from little over 7,000 in 2014 to

30,458 in 2016.

Health Minister calls for nurses to ‘meet requirements’

Portugal’s minister of health said this week that she hoped nurses and the government
would meet requirements to respond to the national health services needs.

Marta Temido told journalists at
the sidelines of the inauguration of
a new hospital unit in Lisbon that
she hoped a negotiation meeting
this week with trade unions would
be “productive” and help
understand areas in which parties
can be brought closer.

She added that she hoped the
national health service would run
smoothly and respond quickly to
citizens’ needs.

Her comments come after
nurses in public sector health

institutions last Friday ended a
four-day rolling strike to press for
full accounting of seniority points
for the purpose of unfreezing
career progressions and to protest
against the Ministry of Health
winding up talks on the career
structure.

Thefirstday of the strike, on
Tuesday, covered the hospitals and
health centres of the Lisbon and
Tagus Valley region and had a high
percentage of turnout, with almost
70 percent of nurses taking part.

The second day, Wednesday,
covered hospitals and health
centres of Central Portugal, the
third, Thursday, the North, and on
the fourth and final day, Friday, the
Azores, Alentejoand Algarve
regions.

On Wednesday, the two trade
unions suspended a strike set to
last until 28 February and will meet
the government, but they have said
they will reactivate the suspended
strike if an agreement is not
reached. TPN/Lusa
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| following deadly 2018

t a viaduct of the A5 motorway linking Cascais to Lisbon. (Photo: Lusa/Anténio Pedro Santos)

&) News in Brief

Portimao tax department attacked with faeces

The tax department in Portimao has for the second time this month
been the target of vandalism. Staff arrived at the building on Tuesday
morning to see entrance covered in faeces. The incident was
reported to police. This follows a similar incident a fortnight ago
when the same building was attacked with faeces and an unknown
nauseating substance.

Portugal to take in Sea Watch 3 migrants

Portugal and four other countries have accepted to take in
migrants currently aboard the Sea Watch 3 humanitarian ship. The
47 migrants have been waiting for nine days for authorisation to
disembark. They were rescued on 19 January off the coast of Libya,
and will be taken in by Portugal, Germany, France, Malta and
Romania.

Portugal car export champions

A report published this week has revealed that 98 percent of all cars
made in Europe have components which are made in Portugal. The
majority of parts are exported to Spain, followed by Germany, France
and the UK. According to 2018 figures, this particular industry was
worth over 11 billion euros to the Portuguese economy, totalling five
percent of the country’s GDP. The national industry currently includes
265 factories across every region in the country, with the Algarve being
the only exception.

PAN wants to ban hunting by packs

The PAN Party for People Animals and Nature has said it wants to
ban packs of dogs being used as a means of hunting. The party said it
wants the law changed as the practice is “damaging to the
environment” as well as being a form of “violence and brutality against
animals”. PAN MP André Silva has submitted a bill in parliament that
aims to change the current hunting law.

Portuguese exercising less

The number of Portuguese people over the age of 15 who “rarely” do
any exercise increased from 66 percent in 2009 to 74 percent in 2017.
These figures are contained in the annual report on the physical
activity promotion programme. According to the study, only 5 percent
of Portuguese said they regularly exercise, with most of them saying
they cycle, dance or spend time in the garden. The European average
is almost three times higher at 14 percent.

PJ Police to strike

Unions representing staff of Portugal’s PJ police have announced
strike action for next month. The announcement was made after
unions said a meeting with Justice Ministry to present their demands,
had been inconclusive. Detectives are looking to have automatic
progression secured in their careers, with talks now with the
government entering their third year. 120 trainee detectives are to be
hired, though unions said this number falls short of the additional
1,400 deemed necessary.
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Portugal’s fight against corruption “stagnating’”

Portugal has lost one position in the latest corruption index published earlier this week by Transparency International.

Former chief of the SEF Immigration and Borders Office, Manuel Janela Panos, pictured here arriving at
court for a verdict on charges relating to bribery and corruption. (Photo: Lusa/ Tiago Petinga)

espite improving its
rating by one point to 64
out of 100, Portugal
was said to have
stagnated, and is being
overtaken by countries doing
more to counter corruption.
The points gained by Portugal
are slightly below that of the
European average.

The index ranks 180 countries
and territories by their perceived
levels of public sector corruption,
with Portugal dropping for 29th to
30th.

The top countries are Denmark
and New Zealand, while
Somalia, Syria and South Sudan
are the opposite end of the index.
According to researchers,

fourteen of the top 20 countries
on this year’s Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI) are from
Western Europe and the
European Union (EU).

With 88 points, Denmark returns
as a global leader on the CPI,
though its score remains
unchanged from last year. In the
region, Denmark is closely

followed by Finland, Sweden and
Switzerland, which each score 85.
At the bottom of the region,
Bulgaria scores 42, dropping
one point since last year.
Bulgaria is followed by Greece
(45), which dropped three points
since 2017, and Hungary (46),
which dropped eight points over
the lastfive years.

With an average regional score
of 66 out of 100, Western Europe
and the EU are doing far better
than other parts of the globe.

For the third year running, the top
seven countries in the Corruption
Perceptions Index 2018 consist
of the four Nordic nations -
Denmark, Finland, Sweden and
Norway - plus New Zealand,
Singapore and Switzerland. All
score between 84 and 88 points
out of 100 on the index.

While no country gets full marks
on the CPI, the top performing
countries have several
democratic attributes in common
that contribute to their high
scores. This includes strong
institutions, rule of law and high
levels of economic development.
As a measure of public sector
corruption, the CPI rewards
countries where rates of bribery,
diversion of public funds,
conflicts of interest and other
forms of corruption are perceived
to be lowest within government.
But Transparency International
said there is still significant room
for improvement across the

region. While there is an EU
legislative proposal to improve
protections for whistleblowers,
there is a question mark over
whether it will be agreed by
Member States and ever reach
the statute books.

Events of last year revealed how
persistent corruption is in
Western Europe and the EU, and
how some European democratic
institutions are exposed to
corruption within their own ranks.
An independent report from the
Council of Europe confirmed that
members of its Parliamentary
Assembly were among the
beneficiaries of the Azerbaijani
Laundromat money laundering
scheme, an effort by Azerbaijan to
whitewash its international image.
In the last few years, several
countries have also seen arise in
power of political leaders with
populist tendencies, working to
raise citizens’ fear of targeted
groups.

In particular, several countries
have harnessed anti-
immigration sentiment to
promote and justify
undemocratic principles. These
groups have often used digital
platforms that lack transparency,
and which are open to
interference and abuse by
foreign agents, to undermine
democratic elections and
processes. Across Europe,
citizens’ trust in democracy has
been harmed as a consequence.

Expressions of hatred rising - Antonio Guterres

The secretary-general of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres, said in an interview with Lusa News Agency, that hatred
violence has seen “a dramatic increase” and takes forms that have been uncommon until now.

Antoénio Guterres, who is
a former Portuguese prime
minister, said that the
world is “witnessing forms
of violence that we are not
accustomed to,” such as
the propagation of anti-
Semitism messages
online, incitement to
violence and hatred by
neo-Nazi organisations,

AMI: 11990

massacres in synagogues
and profanation of Jewish
cemeteries.

“All this must lead us to
understand that the horror
of the Holocaust is not
enough to kill this kind of
expressions of hatred, of
racism, of violence,”
Guterres said.

Guterres spoke to Lusa

on the sidelines of a
presentation of “Beyond
Duty” exhibition at the UN
headquarters in New York,
which was co-organised by
the Permanent Mission of
Portugal with the UN and
pays tribute to diplomats
who saved Jews during the
World War Il genocide.
The growth of populist

speech is even more
worrying, he said, if this
movement is associated
with nationalism or “when
it has hidden, even, some
aspects that are memories
of ancient expressions of
the time of World War Il and
Nazism.”

He did not comment on
the current situation of

increasing violence and
populism in Portuguese-
speaking countries, such
as Brazil, Angola or
Mozambique, saying: “I do
not think that the
Portuguese-speaking
world is particularly
affected, but of course,
surveillance is needed
everywhere.”

Guterres argued that “we
must be alert, and we must
do everything in order to
triumph with the values of
tolerance, mutual respect,
peaceful coexistence
between communities,
among human groups,
among civilisations
because only then can the
world live in peace.”
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