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Shock as murders of
women soar BRENDAN

DE BEER

NNNNN

Concerns have been raised across all levels of society as it emerged that
January was one of the worst months on record for domestic violence
murders in Portugal.

A  total of nine women
were killed last month
by their intimate
partners, which is

already a third of the entire total
recorded for the whole of last
year.
The long-standing debate on
how authorities could better deal
with cases of domestic violence
came to fore again this week,
when the estranged partner of a
woman, killed his mother-in-law
in a gruesome attack before
abducting his two-year old
daughter who he later killed.
On Tuesday, police found the
lifeless body of the girl in the boot
of a car after she had reportedly
been suffocated and strangled by
her father who then committed
suicide at the scene, more than
170 kilometres from the scene of
her initial abduction.
Media reports this week later
indicated that the man was
known to police, and they had
recommended action be taken
against him following a series of
complaints by his wife.
But as the crime was deemed to
be a semi-public one, she was
asked to press charges. When
she later declined, the case was
dismissed by prosecutors, who
could not proceed due to a lack of
evidence, despite the concerns
expressed by police for the safety
of the family of the man.
This has led to calls for

authorities to be able to act
unilaterally when there is
evidence pointing to a risk of
physical and/or emotional harm
being caused.
The latest wave of murders, with
more than two women killed
every week in Portugal by family
members since the beginning
of the year, has seen the
number of domestic violence
murders now rise to 512 since
2004, according to figures
compiled by an association
representing the victims of
domestic violence.
The State Secretary of Equality
meanwhile, has said this week
that these figures are “worrying
and disturbing” and has called
for renewed efforts to combat
domestic violence in Portugal.
“We are faced with an
emergency situation”, said
Rosa Monteira in Coimbra,
adding that “sustained action
without any tolerance should be
shown to aggressors”.
The State Secretary also
believes that more can be done
to educate people and that the
battle against domestic
violence is one in which all
society should be actively
involved in.
She continued to reveal that
there are currently 19 projects
across the country that are
dealing with the issue of
domestic violence among

young couples, where similar
disconcerting figures are being
reported.
Another problem faced in
combating domestic violence is
the low number of cases that
actually are presented in front of
a judge.
According to the national safety
report for 2017, of the almost
30,000 complaints lodged, only
15 percent were tabled for
prosecution.
In related news, a judge who in
2015 quoted the Bible to justify
being lenient on domestic
violence, was this week issued
with a reprimand by his peers
which he says he will appeal.
During the case over which he
presided, the judge handed a
man a 15-month suspended
sentence and a fine of 1,750
euros for using a bat spiked
with nails to assault a woman in
the street, leaving her covered
in cuts and bruises.
The prosecutor had argued the
sentence was too lenient and
asked an appeal court for
prison time of three years and
six months, but Judge Neto de
Moura rejected his request.
In a written ruling, he expressed
“some understanding” for the
attacker, saying a woman’s
adultery is “a very serious
offence against a man’s honour
and dignity”.
He noted the Bible says an

adulterous woman should be
punished by death and also
cited a 1886 Portuguese law
that gave only symbolic
sentences to men who killed
their wives for suspected
adultery.
The judge at the appeal court in
Porto, wrote that they were
making reference to the Bible
and an old law “to stress that a
woman’s adultery amounts to
conduct which society has
always condemned and
condemned very strongly”.

Women pictured here at a protest in LisbWomen pictured here at a protest in LisbWomen pictured here at a protest in LisbWomen pictured here at a protest in LisbWomen pictured here at a protest in Lisb



The Portugal News • 9 Feb 2019 3News

WEATHER

 News in BriefNNNNN

Cool, but relatively sunny week ahead

“Above-expected” January deaths are due to
“extreme cold”

The DGS national health board has said an “above-expected” number of deaths
that occurred in January is due to the “extreme cold” affecting the elderly. The
DGS said that while the flu virus this year was of “moderate intensity”, the
extreme cold topped up a yearly surge in winter deaths. 12,380 deaths were
registered last month, until  30 January; 600 more on the monthly January average
of the past five years.

Algarve lose 250,000 British tourists in
two years

The Algarve has lost almost 250,000 British tourists in two years, according
to the Algarve’s main hotel association AHETA. Brexit, coupled with the
devaluation of the pound are being hailed responsible for the drop in Britons in
2017 and 2018. The Algarve Tourism Board has said it will be reinforcing its
investment in attracting the British market.

Government to make formal complaint against
Nurses’ Register

The government is to make a formal complaint against the national Nurses’
Register. Speaking to broadcaster SIC Prime Minister António Costa said the
government would be taking civil action due to the ongoing strikes. He also said
it would make the complaint against the Register for violating a law that forbids
it from partaking in union activity.

Police arrest Lagos drug trafficker after
shoot-out

PSP police in Lagos said on Monday morning that they arrested a drug trafficker
on Friday night after he tried to run over an officer during a roadblock. Officers
said they were forced to open fire, aiming two shots at the tyres of the assailant’s
vehicle. Police said the man, aged 28, is based in Lisbon, and is suspected of
regularly travelling to the Algarve to deal in cocaine and heroin.

Lisbon’s Graça convent to become 5-star hotel
Lisbon’s famous Graça convent is to be converted into a120-bedroom, 5-star

hotel. The public tender for the private concession of the historic landmark was
recently unveiled. This comes as travel site Tripadvisor announced two
Portuguese units are among the 25 best hotels in the World. These are the Quinta
Jardins do Lago hotel in Madeira, and the InPatio Guest House in Porto.

Over 100 events on in Algarve in February
Over 100 events are taking place in the Algarve this month as part of the 365

Algarve programme. These include Chocolate Week taking place at Loulé Market,
and the Silves Orange Fair. The programme aims to combat cultural seasonality
during the Algarve’s winter.

New bee species discovered in Portugal
A new species of bee has been discovered in Portugal. The discovery was

made by Portuguese biologist Ana Gonçalves in the Vale do Guadiana Natural
Park. The protosmia lusitanica, a small black and orange bee, is now logged in an
international species data base, after first being spotted in 2016.
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Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: The capital will
experience some cloudy
conditions as the weekend
begins, with fog and rain forecast
through until Sunday. The
remainder of the week will be
bright and sunny.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: The Algarve will
see mostly sunny days, with
cloudier days on Saturday and
Sunday. Thermometers will
struggle into their late teens,
while overnight lows will drop
close to freezing on clear nights.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern Portugal
will see the odd shower over the
weekend, though frost will be a
common feature of the coming
week, while highs will struggle
once they have reached double
figures.
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TAP passenger numbers continue to impress
Portugal’s national airline, TAP, saw passenger numbers increase in 2018 by 10.4 percent. In total the airline carried 15.8
million passengers, representing 1.5 million or 10.4 percent more than in 2017. 

European routes
contributed most to
the increase in the
passenger total, up

932,000 passengers or
10.7 percent from 2017,
TAP said in a statement. 
On flights between Lisbon,
Porto and Faro, TAP
transported 1.1 million
passengers last year, up
9.4 percent compared to
the previous year. 
Flights between main-
land Portugal on the one
hand and the Azores and
Madeira on the other,
according to the carrier,
were those that showed
the highest relative
growth, at 13.5 percent,
with 1.3 million
passengers transported, up
156,000 on the year. 
TAP’s African routes carried
116,000 or 11.2 percent
more passengers than in
2017, at 1.1 million. 

In North America,
passenger numbers grew
70,000 or 9.6 percent to
800,000, while the
increase in Brazil was
124,000 passengers or
7.8 percent to 1.7 million
passengers.
Meanwhile, TAP Air
Portugal will triple its
flights between Newark
and Porto starting 1 June,
flying six weekly nonstop
round-trips.  
Also, the airline is adding a
new service from Porto to
Brussels, Lyon and
Munich which means US
travellers can now enjoy a
stopover of up to five days
in Porto, en route to 14
European destinations
from Newark.
The airline is growing its
North American
operations significantly
this year, also adding
service to Lisbon from
Chicago O’Hare, San
Francisco, and
Washington-Dulles,
starting 1 June, 10 and 16,
respectively.
The new EWR-OPO flights
will operate every day
except Tuesday aboard
TAP’s new Airbus A321
Long Range fleet, one of
the world’s most modern
aircraft, offering the most
advanced levels of
comfort, efficiency and
technology.
TAP has 14 A321 Long
Range jets on order, part
of a larger 71 aircraft order
which also includes 21
A330neos, 17 A321neos
and 19 A320neos.  All 71
jets will be received by
2025, 37 of them by the
end of 2019.  
“While most travellers to
Portugal fly through
Lisbon, our nonstop
service between Newark
and Porto has always
been very popular — and
we’re excited to be able to
add four more weekly

flights on the route with our
new aircraft,” said David
Neeleman, founder of
JetBlue Airways and a
major shareholder in TAP.
“And with our network
growth beyond Porto, US
travellers will be able to
enjoy TAP’s Portugal
Stopover program, with
up to five days in Porto, en
route to more than a
dozen destinations in the
Azores, Madeira,
Belgium, Italy, France,
Germany, the
Netherlands, Spain,
Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom.”
TAP introduced the
Portugal Stopover
program in 2016 for
travellers flying
throughout Europe and
Africa. Now they can
break the trip and enjoy
two destinations for the
price of one, for no extra
airfare. 
The Portugal Stopover 
comprises a network of
more than 150 partners
who provide exclusive
offers for Stopover 
customers for hotels
discounts and
complimentary experi-
ences such as free entry to
museums,  dolphin
watching in the River Sado
and food  tastings – even a
free bottle of Portuguese
wine in participating
restaurants. Meanwile,
David Neeleman said this
week that a series of
measures brought in to
improve punctuality are
working. The CEO said
the airline’s punctuality
improved by 22 percent
between June and
December 2018.
He added that during
the last two months of last
year no flights were
cancelled due to a lack
of cabin crew after 1,000
new employees were
recruited last year.
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