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Parliament says no to the end of tolls

formed an integral part of their
decision to lower tolls.
One of the biggest potential
earners for the state in reducing
tolls would be the Algarve’s A22
motorway, researchers revealed.
A cut of a mere 15 percent in tolls
would see revenue climb by seven
million euros, the study found.
Researchers added that even if
reductions were to go up to 35
percent, the state would still
collect more money from tolls
than if it were to keep prices
unchanged.

MPs were asked
to vote
simultan-
eously on

three proposals, which
called for tolls to be done
away with on the Algarve’s only
motorway.
The PSD Social Democrats and
the CDS-PP abstained, while the
ruling Socialist Party saw their
MPs vote against, except for nine
MPs, eight of whom are elected
in the Algarve, who all backed the
proposals to make the A22
motorway free to its users once
more.
But with the votes on the other
three motorways, Socialist MPs
who had voted in favour of the
abolition of tolls in the Algarve all
voted against the proposals
presented, following the
example set by their colleagues
in these regions, who had earlier
opposed tolls being eliminated
in southern Portugal.
This feature of the voting was
sternly criticised by the Algarve
branch of the PSD who lashed out
at what they termed the “hypocrisy”
of the leftist alliance which allows
the Socialists to govern.
According to the PSD, if the
Communists and the Left Bloc
were truly serious about
eliminating tolls, they would have
demanded this during
negotiations before approving
the Socialist government’s
budget, which makes provision
for revenue obtained from tolls
on the A22, A23, A24 and A25
motorways.
But speaking following the
voting, Left Bloc MP João
Vasconcelos said his party had
voted in favour of all proposals to
do away with tolls on the four
motorways.
“This is now the ninth occasion
that the Left Bloc has presented a

proposal to abolish tolls in
the Algarve and they have
always been blocked by
the remaining parties”,
said Vaconcelos, adding:
“The only alternative to the

A22 motorway is the EN125,
which is the road of death, as it is
the road with the most black
spots.”
He also called on Prime Minister
António Costa to keep a pre-
election promise he made in
2015.
A month before being elected
Prime Minister, António Costa
referred to the EN125 as “a
massacre” and a “cemetery” due
to an increase in traffic on this
road and a drop on the A22.
António Costa told reporters at
the time that his party “had
already stated that it is necessary
to re-evaluate the contractual
obligations the state has
assumed”, adding that one of his
party’s priorities was to go one
step further and “eliminate” tolls
and “create better access routes”
in the Algarve and in the
countryside.
The current prime minister
afterwards said that although he
was not supportive of anti-toll
protests, and while he was
“unenthusiastic about
eliminating tolls”, some
situations were in urgent need of
an overhaul, such as the A22 Via
do Infante, which runs the length
of the Algarve.
The closest the government
came to appeasing motorists
was after coming to power, it
announced that tolls on these
previously free motorways would
be reduced by 15 percent.
Prior to the announcement,
which many observers feared
would not come into force,
expectations were that discounts
could be around 50 percent.

The government said at the time
that the discounts are the result
of “mitigating the effects tolls
have had on exports and
economic activities, such as the
transport of merchandise.”
A study commissioned in 2015
and which was handed to the
previous government in the
spring, suggested that reducing
tolls would actually generate
revenue, with estimates pointing
to a figure of 22 million euros.
The Socialist government had at
the time explained that this study
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 News in BriefNNNNN
HBO launches in Portugal

HBO has launched in Portugal with Vodafone Portugal as its
exclusive operator partner. The streaming service is accessible through
a wide range of smartphones, tablets and devices. With a one-month
free trial for all new subscribers, HBO Portugal has a monthly cost of
€4.99. This allows subscribers to register five different devices with their
subscription and watch two simultaneous streams of dubbed and
subtitled content at the same time from the same account.

One man killed in Alentejo mine accident
One man was killed and another seriously injured as the result of an

accident inside the Fetais Mine, located in Malha Ferro in Aljustrel,
near Beja in the Alentejo. The two men, both mechanics, were
dragged into a pit 40 metres deep inside a 4×4 open box van, which
fell from a height of more than 300 metres. The incident happened
yesterday morning; an investigation has been launched.

Woman dies falling from cliff in Lagos
A woman died early on Sunday afternoon after falling off a cliff on the

beach of Canavial, in Lagos. According to the District Rescue
Operations Command (CDOS) in Faro, the victim is a woman, aged
between 60 and 70 years, and the causes behind the fall are
unknown. According to the same source, the woman was already
dead when she was found by rescue teams.

British police accuse fourth teenager of
Portuguese homicide in London

British police announced this week that they have charged a fourth
youth with the murder of Portuguese Wilham Mendes in London on 22
December 2018. A 16-year-old boy was charged on Saturday for
robbery and murder and will be brought before a court in London for
trial. Wilham Mendes, 25, of Portuguese nationality, was found with
“multiple stab wounds” in Tottenham, north of London.

Portugal-developed distance learning platform
expands to 31 countries

A Portugal-developed distance learning platform that teaches the
Portuguese language globally has recently expanded to 31 countries
on five continents. The Português Mais Perto digital distance learning
tool was developed by the Camões Institute for Cooperation and
Language and publisher Porto Editora two years ago. The number of
countries where the platform is now available increased from 26 in the
previous academic year, to 31in 2018.

Lagos to invest 15 million euros in social
housing

The Algarve city of Lagos is to invest 15 million euros in social
housing. Close to 200 new council houses are to be built in the county
over the next three years to provide housing for Lagos’ most
economically-challenged families. The construction of 29 apartments
in Lagos city and in the parishes of Sargaçal and Bensafrim is to start
this year.

Temperatures start rising
Most parts in mainland Portugal can expect highs in the region  of 20 degrees Celsius at leastMost parts in mainland Portugal can expect highs in the region  of 20 degrees Celsius at leastMost parts in mainland Portugal can expect highs in the region  of 20 degrees Celsius at leastMost parts in mainland Portugal can expect highs in the region  of 20 degrees Celsius at leastMost parts in mainland Portugal can expect highs in the region  of 20 degrees Celsius at least
once in the coming week, though some scattered showers are forecast across the country.once in the coming week, though some scattered showers are forecast across the country.once in the coming week, though some scattered showers are forecast across the country.once in the coming week, though some scattered showers are forecast across the country.once in the coming week, though some scattered showers are forecast across the country.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The Portuguese
capital will see highs climb
beyond 20 degrees this Friday
and Saturday, before seeing
thermometers fall with the arrival
of rain on Sunday.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: The South will
enjoy near Spring-like weather,
with highs often climbing above
20 degrees Celsius, while lows
will mostly be in double figures.
Some showers are predicted for
Sunday and Monday morning.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Northern Portugal
will also enjoy milder weather in
the coming week, though as in
other parts of the country, rain is
expected for Sunday and
Monday.

Parliament has rejected proposals by the Communist Party, the Left Bloc
and the Greens who all called for the elimination of tolls on previously free
motorways, including the A22 in the Algarve.

along the Algarve’s EN125 road since the introduction of tolls on the A22 motorway. (Photo: Lusa/Luís Forra)along the Algarve’s EN125 road since the introduction of tolls on the A22 motorway. (Photo: Lusa/Luís Forra)along the Algarve’s EN125 road since the introduction of tolls on the A22 motorway. (Photo: Lusa/Luís Forra)along the Algarve’s EN125 road since the introduction of tolls on the A22 motorway. (Photo: Lusa/Luís Forra)along the Algarve’s EN125 road since the introduction of tolls on the A22 motorway. (Photo: Lusa/Luís Forra)
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Racism and torture charges
dropped in trial of police for
alleged assault

Left Bloc loses founding members

Number of cruise passengers visiting Portimão up
The number of passengers visiting Portimão on cruise ships

rose again last year. In 2018, 36,786 cruise passengers visited
the city, which is up 23 percent on 2017, despite five fewer ships
having docked there than the year before. The rise is therefore
due to bigger ships visiting the Algarve’s only cruise port. Portimão
has become Portugal’s fourth busiest port, after Sines, Leixões,
and Lisbon.

New website launched for Algarve animal welfare
A new website has been launched in aid of animal welfare in the

Algarve. The new site provides information on all animal causes and
has a comprehensive list of associations and shelters in the Algarve.
According to those responsible for the site, Algarve Animal.com “was
created to help improve the lives of our animals, so that in the Algarve
animals and humans can coexist with respect and dignity.”

Faro launches shared electric scooter network
Faro has launched a network of 75 shared electric scooters which

are distributed throughout the city in 10 strategic locations. These
include the Arco da Vila, the Bus Terminal and the two University
campuses. The scooters are available to both tourists and residents
and can be unlocked via an app, for €1 plus 15 cents per minute.

Illegally-caught sardines confiscated from
Quarteira docks

GNR coastguards seized 90 kilos of sardines at Quarteira docks
which had been illegally caught. A ban on sardine fishing is in place
until 15 May to allow stocks to replenish. The sardines, which were
hidden among other fish, were found following the inspection of a
fishing vessel and will be donated to charitable institutions.

Youth attacked and mugged during night out
in Faro

A 22-year-old man has been left injured after being attacked and
mugged during a night out in Faro. According to newspaper Correio
da Manhã, the incident took place during the early hours of Saturday
morning on Faro’s famous bar street. The victim was reportedly
assaulted by three other youths, believed to be from the Almancil
area, who also took his money and mobile phone. PSP police are
investigating.

Normal retirement age to remain at 66 yrs 5
months in 2020

The retirement age in Portugal is to remain at 66 years and 5
months in 2020. The decision is based on statistics which state that
the calculated average life expectancy in 2018 stood at 85. Workers
applying for early retirement in 2019 would see their pensions cut by
almost 15 percent due to the increase in life expectancy.

New commission to promote country as location to
shoot films

Portugal’s minister of culture, Graça Fonseca, has said that the
country will be setting up a “strong” film commission by the end of
March, with the aim of promoting Portugal as a location for shooting
films. Speaking in Berlin, Fonseca said that the move is part of a
bigger plan, in collaboration with the tourist board, aimed at
simplifying and modernising procedures to enable filming in
Portugal in order to promote the country abroad. She also said that
the future commission would foster co-productions with the
involvement of local technicians, actors and producers and would
also raise the profile of Portuguese cinema internationally.

 News in BriefNNNNN

A group of 26 members of the Left Bloc,A group of 26 members of the Left Bloc,A group of 26 members of the Left Bloc,A group of 26 members of the Left Bloc,A group of 26 members of the Left Bloc,
including three founding members, haveincluding three founding members, haveincluding three founding members, haveincluding three founding members, haveincluding three founding members, have
resigned this week in protest against theresigned this week in protest against theresigned this week in protest against theresigned this week in protest against theresigned this week in protest against the
party’s leadership moving away from itsparty’s leadership moving away from itsparty’s leadership moving away from itsparty’s leadership moving away from itsparty’s leadership moving away from its
original political ideology.original political ideology.original political ideology.original political ideology.original political ideology.

than dealing with the issues currently facing
society.

Part of the decision rests on the Left Bloc’s
position following the recent clashes between
police and a predominantly black community living
in Jamaica, Seixal.

The 26 said the party’s actions were not up to
scratch in supporting the community, and that the
Left Bloc had placed itself on the wrong side of the
fight against racism.

The 26 members said the Left Bloc had
become more focussed on its political survival

PolicePolicePolicePolicePolice
officersofficersofficersofficersofficers
picturedpicturedpicturedpicturedpictured
at theat theat theat theat the
beginningbeginningbeginningbeginningbeginning
of theirof theirof theirof theirof their
trial lasttrial lasttrial lasttrial lasttrial last
May.May.May.May.May.
(Photo:(Photo:(Photo:(Photo:(Photo:
Lusa/Lusa/Lusa/Lusa/Lusa/
Miguel A.Miguel A.Miguel A.Miguel A.Miguel A.
Lopes)Lopes)Lopes)Lopes)Lopes)

On Tuesday, public prosecutors  dropped racism and torture charges in the
trial of 17 officers from a police station at Alfragide, near Lisbon, relating to
incidents in February 2015 in the Cova da Moura neighbourhood.

In the final summing up at a
court in Sintra, the
prosecution took the view
that the 17 officers were not

motivated by “racial hatred” in
their actions.
The 17 defendants - all men -
continue to face charges of
slander, insult, actual bodily
harm and perjury, in a case
relating to events on 5 February
2015, when officers allegedly
assaulted young men in Cova da
Moura and inside the Alfragide
police station. The prosecution
had originally argued that the
officers were motivation by racial
hatred and that they acted in an

inhumane, cruel way, taking
pleasure in causing suffering.
In the final summing up, the lead
prosecutor in the case, Manuel
das Dores, said that in court no
evidence had been presented
that could lead to the conviction of
the accused for the crime of
torture and other cruel, inhumane
and degrading treatments.
However, he called for the
condemnation of several of the
officers for the crimes of
abduction, document forgery and
offences relating to aggravated
physical ill-treatment, saying that
it had been proved that these
defendants assaulted the

victims, detained a young man
illegally in Cova da Moura and
forged the report to “whitewash”
what really happened in the
neighbourhood and in the
subsequent confrontation in the
station.
The charge sheet had alleged
that PSP officers beat the six
victims and treated them in a
humiliating and degrading
manner, as well as inciting
discrimination, hatred and
violence because of their race.
However, the prosecutor on
Tuesday admitted to “many legal
doubts” that this crime had been
practiced.                                TPN/Lusa
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Concern as credit card debt hits new high
Portuguese consumers are relying more and more on credit cards to purchase a wide range of items.  Analysts have
pointed to growing consumer confidence, spurred on by the economic recovery, as the main reason for consumers being
ready to use their credit cards on items for which they might not necessarily have the money.

According to new
data published by
the Bank of
Portugal this

week, the amount of
people seeking credit
from banks has also risen
considerably. These
figures show the number
of people who secured
loans to buy cars in 2018,
was up by 120,000.
In terms of credit cards,
the increase of those in
debt climbed by 43,000
with 2.29 million people
currently using them to
make purchases.
This is now the highest
number of people in debt
with their credit card
companies since records
were first taken by the
Bank of Portugal in March
2009.
The amount of debt
outstanding has also
climbed strongly, and now
sits at 3.25 billion euros,
another new record.
The amount owed to
financial institutions for

vehicle credit has
ballooned to a record
high, and has reached 6.1
billion euros this year.
Overall, 840,000 people
are in debt with banks
having secured credit to
purchase a car.
The Bank of Portugal has
warned of a steep
increase in consumer
credit, explaining that this
is being driven by a
reduction in the
unemployment rate, and
an increase in wages,
though interest rates on
these types of credits
remain high.
The banking regulator
however pointed to
increased competition
among financial
institutions having
resulted in them easing on
the spreads levied on top
of existing interest rates.

This follows after the
general approval of loans
in Portugal reached a 15-
year high in 2018.
Figures indicate that a
credit of 4.66 billion euros
was issued, for an
average of 12 million
euros a day.
Despite concerns over the
ballooning debt among
consumers, the number
of people unable to meet
their monthly repayments
actually dropped in 2018
to their lowest in almost a
decade.
Nonetheless, 137,000
people are unable to pay
the minimum monthly
value demanded from
their credit card
companies, while 61,000
people have defaulted on
their car repayments.
In terms of mortgages, the
number of home owners
who are unable to meet
their repayments has
fallen to below 100,000
for the first time since
2009.

But despite calls on banks
to employ stricter rules in
issuing mortgages,
Portuguese were handed
close to 10 billion euros to
purchase real estate last
year, which is up almost
20 percent on 2017.
The new norms came into
effect last July, and saw
families’ spending on
bank loans limited to half
of their income.
Bank regulator Bank of
Portugal said the
objective was to prevent
banks from “taking
excessive risks on new
loans and for customers
to have the ability to pay
off debts”.
But as is illustrated by the
latest report from the
Bank of Portugal these
are merely
recommendations -
although banks that do not
comply with them will have
to explain their thinking in
issuing loans to people
apparently unable to meet
repayments.

In its guidelines, the
banking regulator
recommends allocating
new credits only to
customers who spend a
maximum of half (50
percent) of their net
income on the monthly
installments of all loans
held, including
mortgages and personal
loans.
The banking supervisor
can make exceptions;
allowing customers to
exceed this effort rate limit
by up to five percent of the
total amount of credit
each bank grants per
year, and that one-fifth of
the total amount of loans
granted each year may
have an effort rate of 60
percent.
The regulator also
recommends that the
ratio between the value of
the loan and the value of
the property pledged as
collateral should be
limited to 90 percent for
loans for permanent

housing. That is, in these
cases, the money
borrowed for the
purchase of a house can
be at most 90 percent of
the value of the property
given as collateral.
This ratio is calculated
based on the lower value
of the purchase price of
the house and the
evaluation value of the
house.
For loans with other
purposes, the maximum
to lend corresponds to 80
percent of the value of the
property.
And lastly, the Bank of
Portugal recommends a
maximum of 40 years as a
limit on the duration of the
loan for new housing loan
agreements and
mortgage-backed credit.
It also calls for gradual
convergence to an
average maturity of 30
years until the end of
2022. New consumer
loans should last for a
maximum of 10 years.

Front Page Story

BRENDAN
DE BEERNNNNN


