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Lisbon and Algarve tops for EU job 
Two of Portugal’s most populous areas are
among the European regions where
employment grew the most in 2017, with the
Algarve and Greater Lisbon coming out tops for
job creation.

The Algarve was,
alongside Malta (Malta)
and Central Bohemia
(Czech Republic), and

after only the Maiote region of
France, the European Union
(EU) region where employment
grew the most in 2017.
The Algarve also outperformed
Greater Lisbon, which came in
seventh.
Fresh Eurostat data shows the
regions of the Algarve and Greater
Lisbon are among nine regions
within the EU where employment
increased the most in 2017.
In the Algarve, employment grew
by 5.3 percent, which was the
second highest percentage in
the EU, while in Greater Lisbon,
employment increased by 4.1
percent, seeing the Portuguese
capital rise to seventh position.
The European Union is divided
into 253 regions, 90 percent of
which saw the number of people
employed expand in 2017.
The highest growth occurred in the
Maiote region of France (7.7
percent) followed by the regions of
Malta, the Algarve and Central
Bohemia, which all registered
increases of 5.3 percent.
Greater Lisbon landed in the third
group of regions where
employment rose the most in
2017, along with the South-Central
region of Bulgaria (4.1 percent).
In addition to these figures,
Eurostat noted that in 19 EU
regions employment growth
exceeded three percent.
The European Union’s statistics
office further stressed that, in

2017, of the 253 regions, only 26
saw job numbers fall, while two
stagnated.
Among the 26 regions which saw
job creation decrease, the most
significant instances were
Basilicata in Italy (-2.7 percent)
followed by Cumbria in the
United Kingdom (-2.4 percent),
the Central and Western regions
of Lithuania (-2.1 percent), South
Yorkshire, in the United Kingdom
(-2 percent) and Liguria, Italy (-
1.9 percent).
In related news, the Algarve Inter-
municipal Community
association AMAL is carrying out
a survey of the region’s social
needs to implement the first ever
regional plan in the field, which,
among other issues, aims to
address unemployment.
AMAL’s First Secretary told Lusa
News Agency that the need to
create a network of soup
kitchens, tackle unemployment
and to find housing solutions that
make the region more attractive
to anchor the population, are
matters being debated during
the elaboration of the Algarve
Supra-Municipal Social
Development Plan.
Joaquim Brandão Pires told
Lusa that the plan, which involves
the participation of the Algarve’s
16 municipal councils and the
Social Security Institute (ISS),
along with several other entities,
should be complete by summer
and come into force on 1 January
2020, being valid until 2025.
Efforts to diagnose social
concerns and needs focus on

several areas, from
unemployment to housing,
health, demography, lack of
social facilities for the elderly,
children and young people,
mobility and public
transportation networks,
domestic violence, social
vulnerability and poverty, among
others.
“We have to find solutions to
solve problems that, for the most
part, are infrastructural, but which
have a very pronounced social
impact” said Joaquim Brandão
Pires, giving the examples of
homelessness and lack of a

Front Page Story

regular public transport network.
“The problem of lack of housing
is strongly conditioning the arrival
of new people to the region,
which is no longer as attractive
and whose population is aging”,
he said.
The project is spearheaded by
AMAL, in partnership with the
ISS, but also has the partnership
of the Regional Health
Administration (ARS) of Algarve,
the Institute of Employment and
Professional Training (IEFP), the
Algarve University and the
Directorate- General of the
Algarve School Establishments.
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 News in BriefNNNNN growth

Mild weekend ahead, but rain set to follow

Seven national teams prepare for world
women’s football tournament

The 26th Algarve Cup, which began on Wednesday, will help the 12
participating national teams warm up for the FIFA Women’s World
Cup this year, while Portugal aims for the UEFA Euro 2021
qualification. Canada, the Netherlands, Sweden, Spain, Norway,
China and Scotland are the seven qualifying teams for the World
Championship. The Algarve is a challenging ‘appetizer’ for the
competition, which is set to take place in France, between 7 June and
7 July.

Fire-fighter injured in Albufeira beach
restaurant explosion

A fire-fighter was injured after a gas bottle exploded in the annex of
a restaurant on Evaristo beach in Albufeira on Monday afternoon.
Four vehicles, including a fire engine, were also damaged. The
restaurant was closed at the time and the fire had begun in a dustbin
near the annex, before spreading the structure where gas bottles
were stored.

Oscar success for Portuguese sound engineers
Two Portuguese sound engineers are part of the team that

worked on the winner of this year’s Oscar for Best Documentary,
‘Free Solo’, directed by Jimmy Chin and Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi,
a National Geographic production. Joana Niza Braga and Nuno
Bento both worked on the sound for the movie.‘Free Solo’, which
will be screened on 17 March on the National Geographic
channel, follows US climber Alex Honnold on a 900m climb
without ropes or other equipment of the El Capitan granite wall in
Yosemite National Park in California.Bento has already been
awarded a Golden Reel for his work as sound editor on the
documentary, while Braga, who was the Foley mixer for the film,
was last weekend given an award for sound montage by the US
Cinema Audio Society.

Man seriously injured after being attacked by
cow

A man was left seriously injured after being attacked by a cow in a
rural area of Monchique. The man was attacked by the animal while
picking mushrooms and was rushed to hospital with injuries to his
head and pelvis. Quoting the cow’s owner, newspaper Correio da
Manhã reports the cow was trying to protect its calf after the man
approached.

Smartphone sales exceed €900 million in 2018
Smartphone sales in Portugal exceeded the €900 million mark last

year, according to research by consultants IDC. According to the data
gathered, the Portuguese bought fewer mobile phones in 2018, but
paid, on average, €328 per unit. Telecommunication consumption
was the main theme at this year’s Mobile World Congress, which is
being held in Barcelona and ended on Thursday.

Most of the country will enjoy mild to warm temperatures this weekend, though thisMost of the country will enjoy mild to warm temperatures this weekend, though thisMost of the country will enjoy mild to warm temperatures this weekend, though thisMost of the country will enjoy mild to warm temperatures this weekend, though thisMost of the country will enjoy mild to warm temperatures this weekend, though this
will steadily change from Sunday evening onwards with the arrival of increased cloudwill steadily change from Sunday evening onwards with the arrival of increased cloudwill steadily change from Sunday evening onwards with the arrival of increased cloudwill steadily change from Sunday evening onwards with the arrival of increased cloudwill steadily change from Sunday evening onwards with the arrival of increased cloud
cover and rain.cover and rain.cover and rain.cover and rain.cover and rain.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The Portuguese
capital will see highs climb into
the early 20’s this weekend,
before seeing the drop gradually
at the beginning of next week
with the arrival of rain.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: Southern Portugal
will enjoy relatively warm weather,
with thermometers set to climb to
around 23 degrees Celsius. Lows
will remain in double figures, but
some heavy showers are forecast
for Tuesday and Wednesday.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern Portugal
will have a spring-like start to the
weekend, but this will change
with rain that is expected to arrive
on Sunday evening.

CARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEYNNNNN
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Brexit concerns forcing Portugal’s berry
producers to seek alternative markets

Portuguese berry producers are looking to diversify their export markets due toPortuguese berry producers are looking to diversify their export markets due toPortuguese berry producers are looking to diversify their export markets due toPortuguese berry producers are looking to diversify their export markets due toPortuguese berry producers are looking to diversify their export markets due to
concerns over Brexit. (Photo: Lusa/ Luís Forra)concerns over Brexit. (Photo: Lusa/ Luís Forra)concerns over Brexit. (Photo: Lusa/ Luís Forra)concerns over Brexit. (Photo: Lusa/ Luís Forra)concerns over Brexit. (Photo: Lusa/ Luís Forra)

In comments to Lusa
News Agency, the
president of berry
company

LusoMorango said “of
course the possibility of
‘Brexit’ worries us. The
introduction of a customs
barrier (…) may delay the
entry of our products into the
United Kingdom and,
therefore, cause issues with
lack of quality”.
Luís Pinheiro added that the
main problem may be, in the
long run, a devaluation of
the euro against the pound.
In 2018, LusoMorango’s
production reached 10
thousand tons, 99 percent
of which was exported.
Together, the United
Kingdom and Germany
absorbed around 90
percent of the
organisation’s output.
“What we can and must do
at the moment is to
diversify markets to
minimise and reduce
risks. We, together with the
Portuguese authorities
and our logistics and

transport partners, are
committed to and
concerned about the
political issue of the UK
leaving”, he added.
According to the president
of LusoMorango, the
strategy of small fruits
producers remains to
“significantly increase”
their presence in France
and Germany.
“We see [the possibility of]
strengthening in Nordic
countries and, obviously,
we are also looking South,
to such countries as Spain,
Portugal and also Italy”, he
said.
In 2018, LusoMorango
reaped 54.5 million euros
in turnover, 15.7 percent up
on the previous year. This
year the company expects
to achieve a turnover of
around 57 million euros.
LusoMorango was
created in 2005 by four
partners and currently
comprises 42 producers,
distributed in regions
including the Alentejo and
the Algarve.

The organisation is
dedicated to the
production of small berry
fruits, namely raspberries,
blueberries and
strawberries.
The UK’s exit from the
European Union is
scheduled for March
2019, three years after the
referendum which saw 52
percent of Britons voting in
favour of Brexit.
Meanwhile, in related
news, Portugal’s Prime
Minister António Costa has
voiced his support of Brexit
being postponed.
He said on Monday this
week that it is “desirable
and healthy” that
everything is done to avoid
a chaotic Brexit”.
Addressing reports in the
British press over the
weekend on Prime
Minister Theresa May’s
intention to ask the
European Union for an
extension of Article 50 to
postpone Brexit, the
Portuguese prime minister
said he sees it “positively”.
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Student housing fit for royalty
A palace, a convent, youth hostels and even facilities run by the MinistryA palace, a convent, youth hostels and even facilities run by the MinistryA palace, a convent, youth hostels and even facilities run by the MinistryA palace, a convent, youth hostels and even facilities run by the MinistryA palace, a convent, youth hostels and even facilities run by the Ministry
of Education are all to become university residencies in a bid to increaseof Education are all to become university residencies in a bid to increaseof Education are all to become university residencies in a bid to increaseof Education are all to become university residencies in a bid to increaseof Education are all to become university residencies in a bid to increase
the availability of student housing in the country.the availability of student housing in the country.the availability of student housing in the country.the availability of student housing in the country.the availability of student housing in the country.

Conversion of buildings into university
residencies across the country has been
approved by a government diploma
published in Diário da República and aims
to see student housing double over the next
decade to around 15,000 beds.

The decree law calls for a blend of
construction, rehabilitation and
requalification of more than 250 buildings in
Portugal, with the first phase already
identifying dozens of properties across 18
municipalities.

The rehabilitation of properties in Portugal
for student housing will come through the
National Fund for the Rehabilitation of
Buildings (FNRE) and includes works on the
former D. Luís de Castre secondary school
in Braga, the former palace of the Guerreiro

family in Faro and also the former School of
Health in Faro.

Other buildings that are to be used in the
project but are not related to the FNRE
include the old Caixa de Crédito Agrícola
building, the council building in Batalha and
the second building at the Astronomical
Observatory in Ajuda.

The student housing plan, according to
the government document, includes the
requalification of homes, the creation of new
properties and the provision of temporary
accommodation where necessary.

Under the law, universities can
rehabilitate, expand, build or rebuild
properties to serve as student housing and
can complete works with other public or
private entities.
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Almost half of
Portuguese did not
go to dentist in 2017

Still chance to win!

Almost half of Portuguese did not make to a dentist’s chair in 2017. (Photo: Lusa/EstelaAlmost half of Portuguese did not make to a dentist’s chair in 2017. (Photo: Lusa/EstelaAlmost half of Portuguese did not make to a dentist’s chair in 2017. (Photo: Lusa/EstelaAlmost half of Portuguese did not make to a dentist’s chair in 2017. (Photo: Lusa/EstelaAlmost half of Portuguese did not make to a dentist’s chair in 2017. (Photo: Lusa/Estela
Silva)Silva)Silva)Silva)Silva)

Around 47 percent of the Portuguese population did not see a dentist inAround 47 percent of the Portuguese population did not see a dentist inAround 47 percent of the Portuguese population did not see a dentist inAround 47 percent of the Portuguese population did not see a dentist inAround 47 percent of the Portuguese population did not see a dentist in
2017, which is above the European Union average  of 45.1 percent,  the2017, which is above the European Union average  of 45.1 percent,  the2017, which is above the European Union average  of 45.1 percent,  the2017, which is above the European Union average  of 45.1 percent,  the2017, which is above the European Union average  of 45.1 percent,  the
EU’s statistics office Eurostat revealed this week.EU’s statistics office Eurostat revealed this week.EU’s statistics office Eurostat revealed this week.EU’s statistics office Eurostat revealed this week.EU’s statistics office Eurostat revealed this week.

According to data
released on
Monday by
Eurostat, about a

third (33.6 percent) of
Portuguese go to the
dentist once or twice a
year, dropping to 14.2
percent regarding those
who go three to five times.
This is according to new
figures from 2017
regarding the frequency
with which Europeans
see a medical
professional.
Regarding general
medicine, most
Portuguese patients (44.2

percent) go to the doctor
once or twice a year; 25.3
percent go to the doctor
three to five times a year.
This is also above the EU
average, which stood at
37.6 percent for
Europeans who go to the
general practitioner once
or twice a year, followed
by those who go three to
five times (24.6 percent).
Eurostat notes that “at EU
level, the frequency of
general practitioner visits
was higher for women
 than for men”, which
was also the case for
“visits to dentists or

general surgeons”.
Country-wise, when it
comes to going to the
doctor, “Denmark had the
largest proportion of
people who saw their
doctor six times or more
(49 percent)”, while
“France had the highest
percentage of people (34
percent) going to the
doctor three to five times”,
the Eurostat report found.
The percentage of people
who did not see the doctor
was highest in Greece,
where 61 percent of
people said they had not
been for a year.

There is still time complete our reader survey for a chance to win dinner,There is still time complete our reader survey for a chance to win dinner,There is still time complete our reader survey for a chance to win dinner,There is still time complete our reader survey for a chance to win dinner,There is still time complete our reader survey for a chance to win dinner,
golf, a boat trip or a hotel stay – simply fill in the online survey to begolf, a boat trip or a hotel stay – simply fill in the online survey to begolf, a boat trip or a hotel stay – simply fill in the online survey to begolf, a boat trip or a hotel stay – simply fill in the online survey to begolf, a boat trip or a hotel stay – simply fill in the online survey to be
entered into our free prize draw today.entered into our free prize draw today.entered into our free prize draw today.entered into our free prize draw today.entered into our free prize draw today.

The Portugal News wants to hear from
you, your opinion on the paper and how
we share our news is hugely important to
us and our easy to complete online survey
is available to take now.

The online survey is quick to complete
and you can find it by copying the link at the
bottom of this article, by following the link
on our Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
accounts or by clicking on the reader
survey story on our website.

We would appreciate your honesty with
all of the answers so that we can follow
your results to improve the paper to meet
the needs of our readers – all answers are
anonymous and email addresses will only
be saved from those who choose to enter
the competition.

Those who choose to enter the
competition will have a chance to win one
of our fantastic prizes, including dinner for
two at Quinta dos Santos, a family caves
and coastline boat trip from

AlgarExperience, golf for two including a
buggy on any of the Pestana golf courses
in the Algarve and the chance to win a one
night stay in any Vila Galé hotel in
Portugal.

Fill in the survey: https://
form.responster.com/EI480H

If you require any further information or
need help with filling in the survey, please
email survey@theportugalnews.com or
call 282 341 100.


