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PM defends Chinese investment

Portugal’s Prime Minister has come out in
support of Chinese investment in Portugal and
in the European Union, and has warned member
states not to assume a similar protectionist
position to that of United States President
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Donald Trump.

ollowing hot on the heels
of a European Parliament
recommendation to
abolish Golden Visas,
Portuguese Prime Minister
Antonio Costa has warned
European partners against
misusing new security
procedures for screening
Chinese investments, saying it
could lead to the continent
becoming more protectionist.
In an interview published in the
Financial Times earlier this
week, Antonio Costa said: “Itis
one thing to use screening to
protect strategic sectors, itis
another to use it to open the
door to protectionism.”
Portugal is one of the biggest
recipients of Chinese
investment in Europe.
He added that Portugal’s
“experience with Chinese
investment has been very
positive. The Chinese have
shown complete respect for our
legal framework and the rules
of the market.”
Portugal’'s MEO
telecommunications operator
also recently signed an
agreement with the under fire
Chinese group Huawei on 5G
development.
Antonio Costa said he had
taken on board concerns over
the Chinese operator, but said:
“Itis very important not to stop
the modernisation of Europe’s
digital infrastructure.”
He added closing the EU’s
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borders to foreign investment
was not the answer, and that
Brussels needed to rather look
at investing more in education
and research than placing
barriers.

His comments came following
the adoption by the European
Parliament last month of a
regulation to establish a
mechanism for cooperation
and exchange of information at
European level to scrutinise
foreign direct investment,
where it comes from non-
member countries.

The regulation in question,
which was approved in a
plenary session of the
parliament in Strasbourg with
500 votes in favour, 49 against
and 56 abstentions, will enable
the EU to coordinate the
analysis of investments from
third countries in strategic
sectors in order to ascertain
whether or not they threaten
public safety or order.

Key infrastructure covered
include energy, transport,
water, health, communications,
media, data processing or
storage, aerospace, defence,
electoral or financial
infrastructure and sensitive
facilities, as well as urban
buildings that are essential for
the use of these infrastructures.
Last week, the European
Parliament also called for the
abolition of Golden Visas, with
Chinese investors having been
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Portugal’s Prime Minister Anténio Costa has this week came out in defence of

the biggest recipient of this
programme in Portugal.

While the Communist Party and
the Left Bloc came out in
support of the ruling, parties to
the right criticised the EU
Parliament’s decision.

“We agree to enhanced
monitoring and supervision, but
not to the abolition of the
programme”, the social
democratic MP Carlos Peixoto
was reported as saying.

He explained that more than
four billion euros have already

Full details at: www.Beverywhere.com

been invested in Portugal due
to golden visas, which “make
them very important to the
country’s development.”

The People’s Party (CDS-PP)
also criticised the EU for
interfering in a country’s
sovereign affairs.

“The programmes to attract
investment should be
Portugal’s responsibility and
must never be decided in
Brussels”, the CDS MP Pedro
Mota Soares was quoted as
saying by Lusa News Agency.
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'continued trade with China. (Photo: Lusa/Mario Cruz)

WEATHER

Sunshine set to return

Sunny days are here again after the severe bad weather experienced last week. Most
parts of the country should record clear days in the coming week, though northern
Portugal will still see some unstable weather conditions.

The South: Southern
Portugal will be warm and
spring-like starting this weekend,
with highs of around 22 degrees
and lows always in double digits.

The North: Northern Portugal
will be closer to northern than
southern Europe this coming
week, with cloudy skies, the odd
shower and highs seldom
exceeding 15 degrees Celsius.

Lisbon: The Portuguese
capital will see mild and sunny
days this coming week, with
mostly clear skies and highs
nearing 20 degrees Celsius.
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&) News in Brief

Ryanair to launch 15 new routes to and from
Portugal

Irish budget airline Ryanair is to introduce 15 new routes to and
from Portugal; four from Lisbon, eight from Porto and three from Faro.
Among the new destinations are Budapest, Alicante, and London
Southend. Ryanair has carried around 60 million people to and from
Portugal since it started operating here in 2003.

State paid out millions to deceased pensioners

News reports have revealed social security services have paid out
millions of euros to deceased pensioners. According to an internal
audit conducted by the Accounts Tribunal, 3.7 million euros were paid
outin 2016 to 2017, and in some cases, payments were made for ten
years after a recipient’s death. Recovering the cash from family
members who pocketed the payments has not proven easy, with only
around 600,000 euros recouped by the state to date.

Portugal in fourth place in the seizure of
hashish in Europe

Portugal was the fourth European country with the highest amount of
hashish seized in 2017, according to an international report released
on Tuesday. The report warned of the dangers of poor regulation of
cannabis for medicinal purposes. The report by the International
Narcotics Control Board said cannabis remains the “most widely used”
drug in Europe, with 14.8 tons having been seized in Portugal in 2017.

New picnic park to be inaugurated in Alvor

A new picnic park is to be inaugurated in Alvor next week. The
inauguration of the new area, near the municipal swimming pool,
takes place next Thursday, 11 March, on the 31st anniversary of the
date Alvor was elevated to town status. The park aims to promote
family time and socialising as well as having areas that are designed
for citizens of all ages.

Airspace over Lisbon closed due to ‘technical
anomaly’ on TAP flight

The airspace over Lisbon airport was closed on Tuesday for 23
minutes after an aircraft suffered a technical anomaly shortly after
takeoff from the Portuguese capital. A TAP flight to Bologna ltaly was
forced to turn back to Lisbon airport after detecting the issue, forcing
the closure of the runway. Eleven incoming flights were delayed and
five diverted to Porto airport due to the incident.

Conan Osiris wins national Eurovision round with
song about mobile phones

Portuguese singer Conan Osiris has won the Portuguese national
round for the Eurovision song contest with his unique song about
mobile phones. The national Song contest finals took place last
Saturday night at the Portimado Arena and was broadcast live to the
nation by broadcaster RTP. Conan will now be representing Portugal
atthe Eurovision finals in Tel Aviv, Israel, in May.
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Motorhome association lodges injunction
against Silves council

The Motorhomers’ Association of Portugal (CPA) has filed an injunction with the Administrative Court of Loulé, requesting
the suspension of certain regulations approved by Silves Council in 2017 regarding motorhoming activity.

he move contests

regulations contained in

Silves’ Municipal

Regulation for the
Licensing of Leisure Camping
and Caravanning and for the
Exercise of Motorhoming.
Motorhomers’ claim some of the
rules contradict Portugal’s High-
way Code, while others “have no
legal basis”.
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Motorhome owners are taking legal action against Silves Council. (Photo:

Paulo Moz Barbosa, president of
the CPA, told Sul Informag&o
newspaper that “the injunction (...)
centres on articles of the regulation
that discriminate against camper
vans, especially those which
contradict the Road Code”.

The CPA has said it might also be
taking action against Vila Real de
Santo Anténio for similar reasons.
The head of the CPA adds that

Address: Av. Marginal 8300-101, Silves.
Across from Burger Ranch

The Portugal News)
“despite being challenged by the
Municipality, the precautionary
measure was submitted, and is
awaiting a ruling”.

The document was lodged with
the Administrative Court of Loulé
on 18 July last year, and Silves
Council was summoned six days
later to file an opposition to the
injunction.

Councillor Maxime Bispo, who
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heads up Motorhoming in Silves,
told Informacao Sul that the
Association “disputes the
normative concept of ‘parking’ as
adopted in the municipal
regulation, as well as the
prohibition of overnight stays in
motorhomes outside campsites
and caravan sites or places
legally authorised and properly
identified for the purpose, namely
motorhome service areas”.

The Councillor emphasised that
the Municipality “is calmly
awaiting the judicial decision that
will be handed down”.

But, he said, he hopes that
“lessons and possible positive
contributions to improve some of
the rules of the municipal
regulation” can be learned from
the proceedings.

Mr. Bispo stressed that “the
Municipality of Silves has been
publicly recognised as a
municipality that is camper-
friendly, and in recent years has
seen a considerable increase in
activities associated with
camping, caravanning and
motorhoming, undoubtedly
because of its unquestionable
natural, social and cultural
values within the municipality,
coupled with an increasing
demand for contact with nature,
but also for the creation of service
areas for motorhomers, whether

through municipal initiative
(through significant public invest-
ment in various places in the
county of Silves), or of a private
nature”.

But, the councilman points out,
there have been “instances of
camping, caravanning and
motorhoming that were often
undesirable or harmful, due to an
abusive use of public and natural
spaces, inevitably jeopardising
their collective equilibrium and
enjoyment, and thereby harming
local populations as well as the
occasional carrying out of these
activities in inappropriate places
and without any administrative
license”.

Unregulated motorhoming, he
argued, affects “the proper
functioning of properly licensed
enterprises, which pay taxes and
VAT, but which are short of
custom, jeopardising the
financial stability of companies
and the maintenance of jobs”.
This, he explained, “forced Silves
to regulate these practices while
creating and improving the
conditions for tourists to continue
camping, caravanning or
motorhoming in the county (...)
protecting its environmental,
economic, social and cultural
functions, and enhancing the
quality of life of the population
and of those who visit”.
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