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Hundreds dead in southern
African floods as Portugal
rushes to send aid

More than 350 people have been confirmed dead and hundreds more
are missing after the cyclone that unleashed devastating floods
iIn Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi.

id workers rushed to
rescue victims clinging
to trees and crammed
on rooftops on Tuesday
amid fears that many thousands
of people are at risk.
In Mozambique, the rapidly
rising floodwaters created “an
inland ocean,” endangering
tens of thousands of families,
aid workers said as they
scrambled to rescue survivors
and airdrop, food, water and
blankets to survivors of Cyclone
Idai.
“This is the worst humanitarian
crisis in Mozambique’s recent
history,” said Jamie LeSueur,
head of response efforts for the
International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent
Societies.
Portugal has said it is ready to
help Mozambique through the
European Union and the United
Nations following the passage
of Cyclone ldai, according to a
note posted on the Portuguese
presidency’s website.
“Portugal will seek to contribute
to the aid and reconstruction,
either directly or through the
European Union and the United
Nations, by expressing to our
Mozambican brothers and to all
those who, in particular the
Portuguese, have been affected
by this great tragedy” the note
read.

Portugal’s president, Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa, on the note
said he had spoken with his
Mozambican counterpart,
Filipe Nyusi, to learn more
about the effects of the cyclone
in the centre of Mozambique
and particularly in the city of
Beira, with a much more tragic
and dramatic outcome than
initially estimated.

There are no reports of
Portuguese citizens being
killed, injured or at risk
following the Idai cyclone that
has battered the centre of
Mozambique, Portugal’s
foreign minister said on
Monday in Brussels, but
“several dozen” people lost
their homes and belongings.
Augusto Santos Silva said at the
end of a meeting of EU foreign
ministers that “unfortunately”
dozens of “countrymen” had
lost their homes and
belongings and were staying in
hotels or with friends and
neighbours.

At least half a million people are
reported to have been left
homeless, with Mozambique’s
President Filipe Nyusi saying
the death toll could reach
1,000.

“This is a major humanitarian
emergency that is getting
bigger by the hour,” said Herve
Verhoosel of the World Food

Programme (WFP).

He said people were “crammed
on rooftops and elevated
patches of land.”

“People visible from the air may
be the lucky ones and the top
priority now is to rescue as
many as possible,” he said.
Many areas remained
impassible. With key roads
washed away, aid groups were
trying to get badly needed food,
medicine and fuel into the hard-
hit city of Beira, on
Mozambique’s coast, by air and
by sea.

“It’s dire,” Caroline Haga of the
Red Cross told The Associated
Press from Beira, a city of
500,000.

“We did an aerial surveillance
and saw people on rooftops
and in tree branches. The
waters are still rising and we
are desperately trying to save as
many as possible.”

Satellite images were helping
the rescue teams target the
most critical areas, Haga said.
Rescue operations were based
at Beira airport, one of the few
places in the city with working
communications.

The Portuguese Red Cross
(CVP) said it has hundreds of
long-term food items in the
institution’s warehouses
throughout Portugal destined
for the city of Beira in

A local resident carries her child past del
cyclone Idai made landfall in Sofala Provi

Mozambique which was hit by
Cyclone Idai, awaiting a special
aircraft for this purpose.

In a statement, the head of the
Portuguese Red Cross,
Francisco George, said that a
national alert was issued for
long-term (canned) food
reserves to be collected in case
a humanitarian flight to
Mozambique was organised.
Francisco George told Lusa
News Agency that the
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Portuguese Red Cross has
opened a solidarity account
with €5,000 (from a CVP
emergency fund), and
Portuguese people can
contribute.

“| appeal to all Portuguese to
transfer the amounts they want.
They can donate through an
ATM, in payments and services,
with the entity 20999 and
reference 999 999 999,” he
said.

George also said that the
Portuguese Red Cross has
already sent to Mozambique a
specialist to participate in
operations with modern
equipment, via satellite, to
support authorities to rejoin
families.

He added that “at the moment,”
the important thing is to get
water, food and medicine to the
victims.
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ris at the secondary school used as an emergency shelter for local residents in the village of Inhamizua, after
nce, Central Mozambique, 16 March 2019. (Photo. EPA/JOSH ESTEY/ CARE/WWW.CARE.DE)
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Biggest fish-freezing factory in Iberian
Peninsula to openin Lagos

The biggest fish and shellfish freezing factory in the Iberian
Peninsula is to open in Lagos on Friday. The 20 million euro
investment by the Battaglia Capital Group will be inaugurated on
Friday by the Minister of the Sea. According to its promoters, the
factory is “one of the most advanced fish processing and freezing
plants in the world, and is based on a model that is “fully
sustainable for workers, the environment and the market”.

Portugal fares poorly in positivity index

Portugal has been ranked second from bottom in the latest
Positivity Index of Nations, an annual global report which
measures positive economy indicators in OECD member
countries. The Positivity Index of Nations measures the positive
behaviour of countries towards future generations’ interests and
wellbeing, as well as countries’ positive impact on the global
arena. ltaly was the only country to fare worse than Portugal, with
Iceland topping the ranking, followed by Sweden and Norway.

Businessman admits to forging €20 notes
‘for fun’

A Portuguese businessman has admitted in Aveiro court to
producing counterfeit €20 notes. The 66-year-old confessed to
producing the fake money, but said the intention was never to
spend it. According to the Public Prosecutor’s accusation,
the man attempted to use one of the notes to pay for
petrol. The entrepreneur, from Central Portugal, said it was all just
a bit of fun.

Strikes fault of previous governments - PM

Portugal’s prime minister has blamed previous governments
for the increasing number of strikes. Anténio Costa, who
came to power in 2016, said current industrial action was not due
to his policies, but rather a result of measures imposed by
previous governments. His comments come after nurses
announced 29 days of strike action for April against their poor
working conditions.

Spring is here

Lisbon: The Portuguese
capital will be bright and sunny
this coming week, with the best of
the weather reserved for the
weekend, with highs creeping
towards 25 degrees Celsius.

The astronomical Spring arrived on Wednesday evening,
and seems to have brought Spring-like weather with it to
most parts of the country.

The South: Southern
Portugal will be a couple of
degrees cooler than Lisbon, but
is also set for a pleasant
weekend, before the arrival of
cloud and the odd shower during
the coming week.

The North: Northern Portugal
will also enjoy Spring-like
weather this coming week,
though overnight lows are set to
dip into single figures on most
nights.
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Front Page Story

Portugal’s roads among the best

@ BRENDAN DE BEER

Portugal is the European Union Member State with the second best roads of all 28 countries, according to a report
released earlier this week by the European Commission.

he annual ‘Transport
Scoreboard’ published
in Brussels, shows that,
in terms of road quality,
Portugal ranks second among
the 28 Member States, behind
only the Netherlands and
ahead of France, who is placed
third.
The data in question used to
compile the report, refers to a
period up until 2017.
But despite having some of the
best roads, Portugal remains
among the worst for road
fatalities.
In terms of road accidents, the
report notes that “Portugal has
seen a decrease in the number
of road deaths since 2010 and
is now close to the EU average”,
but still only ranks 19th among
the 28 Member States.
The study uses a rating system
of 1to 7 to assess the quality of

a nation’s roads, with Portugal
finishing with 6.05 points,
while the Netherlands were
handed the top score of 6.18
points.

The worst roads in Europe can
meanwhile be found in
Romania (2.96 points) and
Malta (3.24 points). The overall
EU average was setat 4.78
points.

In terms of road deaths,
Portugal continues to lag
behind its European partners,
with 58 fatalities for every one
million of its inhabitants.

The safest country for drivers
and their passengers remains
Sweden (25 deaths per million
inhabitants), followed by the
UK (28) and Denmark with 30.
Romania is once again at the
bottom of the list, with 99
fatalities, followed by Bulgaria
(96) and Croatia (80).

Upon the release of the report,
the Ministry of Internal Affairs
said it was going to launch
awareness campaigns among
drivers and pedestrians in
order to reduce the high
number of fatalities in towns
and cities.

Minister Eduardo Cabrita said
that more than 70 percent of all
incidents occur in urban areas
along with half of all fatalities,
with a third of all these victims
being pedestrians.

Last year, the European Union
singled out Portugal in a report
for failing to follow the example
of other member states in
cutting back road deaths.
Areport by the EU revealed that
the number of deaths on
Portuguese roads rose 14
percent in 2017 compared to
the previous year, which it said
was the second highest

increase recorded in the EU,
where the average actually fell
by two percent.

In 2017, an average of 62
people per million died in
Portugal (in the EU, this
average was 49 per million),
whereas in the previous year
there were 54 deaths (EU 50)
per million.

The Portuguese government
has repeatedly said it will
reflect on what intervention is
necessary with regard to the
three main issues, namely,
people being run over, drink-
driving, and accidents involving
motorbikes.

With a rise in road deaths for
the first time in decades, the
ANSR National Road Safety
Agency admitted that traffic
fines issued had dropped by 20
percent in 2017.

Latest data by the ANSR has

meanwhile also shown that the
number of deaths
onPortuguese roads fell from
98 to 96 during the first two and
a half months of the year.
Serious injuries were however
up more than 20 percent, and
some of these victims could
still be counted as fatalities
due to the nature of their
injuries.

For the year ending on 15
March, road fatalities did drop
from 522 to 510, with most
regions reporting
improvements.

The region that saw the biggest
increase in road deaths was
the Algarve, jumping 30
percent to 41 inthe past 12
months. This total is only one
fewer than the Greater Lisbon
Metropolitan Area, which has a
population almost seven times
greater than that of the Algarve.

Tourism board fears pound depreciation after Brexit

The president of Portugal's tourism board said the main concern for Portugal as a

destination is a depreciation of the pound after Brexit.

Luis Araujo said that forecasts

point to a drop in the pound
following Brexit, leading British

tourists to seek destinations outside

of Europe.
Saying that Portugal has been
targeting potential British tourists

www'propertyspeaallstsalgarve com

through the Brelcome campaign in
the UK, the tourism chief added that
Portugal was also looking to expand
its presence in the US, Canada,

Brazil and China.

Referring to campaign, Araujo
“it has already targeted four
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online channels”.
He also stressed “the

reinforcement of staff resources at
the Portuguese delegation in the UK,
along with new training courses on

other markets”.
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The emigrant’s body was
found with signs of having

Marmande, southern

Portuguese man missing
in France found dead

A Portuguese man who has been missing in
France since last year has been found dead.

Police are investigating
the circumstances leading
up to the death of the 58-
year-old, who was reported
missing last October.
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