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Portugal braces for drought

drops were registered were
Ribeiras do Oeste, Guadiana,
Mira, Barlavento and Arade.
Overall, and with the exception of
one basin, the Ave basin, the water
stored in March 2019 was lower
than the benchmark averages of
March 1990/91-2017/18.
The APA points out that, compared
to March 2018, the water levels in
March 2019 are lower, but noted
that last year “rainfall was far
higher than normal”.
Consequently, Portugal’s

The coming weeks are to be decisive in determining whether
Portugal will move towards summer in a state of drought,
following below average rain levels.

A larm bells are already
ringing as at least ten
reservoirs are currently
less than half full, a third

of the country is in a state of
severe meteorological drought,
and swathes of southern
Portugal are already
experiencing extreme
meteorological drought.
Last month, most of mainland
Portugal was experiencing
meteorological drought, with the
amount of territory in a state of
severe or critical conditions rising
month-on-month due to the
below-average rainfall.
In comments to Lusa News
Agency, Vanda Pires, a
climatologist with the
Portuguese IPMA met office, said
that on 28 March, 37 percent of
Portugal was in a state of severe
meteorological drought, which is
brought on by dry weather and
usually precedes other types of
drought, such as hydrological
and agricultural drought.
That figure is up significantly on
the 4.8 percent registered in
February.
“In February there was no
extreme drought but in March,
although low, 0.5 percent [of the
territory] was experiencing
extreme drought. It has started to
be felt in the Algarve, between
Faro and Vila Real de Santo
António”, she said.
Vanda Pires also said that the
month March 2019 has been
classified as ‘hot’ with regards to
air temperature, and very dry in
terms of rainfall.
As of 28 March , the average
maximum air temperature was
19.24 degrees Celsius, the third

highest since 2000, according to
the IPMA’s latest climatology
bulletin.
With regard to rainfall, the IPMA
said that March 2019 was the
seventh driest since 2000 –
carrying over from the fourth
driest winter of this century and,
she predicts, the dry weather will
stretch into April.
“Rain is forecast, but nothing
significant that will help quench
the drought. For the month of
April, the models show below
normal values especially in the
first weeks, which is not at all
favourable to the drought
situation”, she explained.
In her view, the month of April
could be decisive in reducing the
levels of drought, but only if there
is intense and prolonged rainfall.
“April usually brings rain. If it does
not, the tendency is [for drought]
to aggravate, since the months of
May and June are months of low
precipitation, and even if it does
occur it will not be enough to end
the drought”, she elaborated.
The IPMA specialist recalled that
Portugal was also in severe
drought in February 2018, but as
it rained heavily last March, the
situation was inverted.
Reflecting on the phenomena as
a whole, Ms. Pires concludes
that episodes of drought in
Portugal have become
increasingly frequent since 2000,
and the outlook is expected to
worsen as a result of climate
change and the increasing
frequency of extreme weather
events.
Highlighting the grave
consequences of droughts on
agriculture and livestock, energy

and the general well-being of
populations, she said: “Climate
change is making drought
situations more serious and
more common.
“The extreme phenomena that
we have witnessed in recent
times are happening more often
and cause greater impact. The
rise in temperature - which has
occurred over the last decades -
has implications for the entire
meteorological system as it
stands and thus entails heat
waves, drought, and lack of
rainfall” she explained.
According to the IPMA expert,
these phenomena will be
increasingly frequent along the
Mediterranean latitude as “the
geographical location of our
country is favourable to the
occurrence of episodes of
drought”.
“We will have more frequent and
intense droughts, in a context of
climate change, and higher
temperatures”, she reiterated.
The Met Office’s warning comes
as recent figures from the
Portuguese Environment Agency
(APA) show that while 14 of the
60 reservoirs monitored in
mainland Portugal had water
resources above 80 percent of
the total capacity at the end of last
month, ten were below 40
percent.
The APA said that on 31 March,
and compared to 28 February,
despite an increase in the volume
of water stored in seven river
basins – noting that each river
basin may correspond to more
than one reservoir – water levels
fell in five others.
The five river basins in which
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farmers have already started to
feel the effects of the dry weather,
and have reached out to the
government for help.
The president of Portuguese
Confederation of Farmers (CAP)
said that because of the drought,
animal fodder is starting to pose
a problem, which is being
reflected in the farmers’ income,
and called on the government to
take action.
“Everything that has to do with
animal feed is becoming a

Temperatures Drop
Rain is predicted for the entire country all week

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The heaviest of the
rain is set for the weekend with
sunny intervals and highs of 16
degrees expected from Monday
and lows of 10 degrees.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: Rain is set for the
entire week with temperatures
peaking at 20 degrees and
dropping to lows of 11.

Wednesday is expected to be the
driest of the week.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: There will be
heavy rain over the weekend,
however temperatures are set
to rise slightly from Monday to
highs in the mid-teens as the
rain continues throughout the
week.

problem […]. At the moment, the
Southern region is the worst
affected, along with Trás-os-
Montes.
“The Ribatejo region is also
starting to feel the effects and, if
there is no rain in the next few
days, it won’t take long before the
pastures dry up completely”
Eduardo Oliveira e Sousa
warned.
According to Mr. Oliveira e
Sousa, the lack of water is
already taking a toll on farmers’

incomes as they have to buy
rations and dry food for their
animals to supplement the
parched pastures.
He reasoned: “This all has costs,
and there is another problem
that is the difficulty in finding
these products, which are
limited. Portugal is not a very
large country and its structure is
set up so that animal feed is
aided by these products at
certain times, but not for most of
the year”.
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German woman dies on Algarve motorway
A 22-year-old German woman was killed on the A2 in the Silves

area of the Algarve, according to a source from the Disaster Relief
Operation Command (CDOS) of Faro. The source told Lusa News
Agency: “We received the alert at 9.27pm for a road accident that
occurred on the A2 in the South-North direction. The death of a
22-year-old German woman was confirmed on the scene while the
driver of the vehicle was found to be slightly wounded,” said the CDOS
source referring to the accident which occurred last Friday. According
to the same source, the accident occurred in the area of Monte
Branco, in the municipality of Silves.   Authorities are investigating the
causes of the accident.

 Tax workers keep maximum bonus
 Portugal’s finance minister, Mário Centeno, has decided once

again to award the maximum productivity bonus to tax office workers
and has ordered the transfer of 5 percent of last year’s forced
collection to a fund used to distribute the pay-outs. This bonus has
remained at the maximum level of 5 percent since 2013. Mário
Centeno said that the arguments behind the bonus include “the
workers’ high and demanding standard of professional skills and
dedication” in conducting the multiple tasks assigned to the tax
authority.

Over 1,000 applications to remove
eucalyptus tree

 A measure to help remove eucalyptus trees from settlements and
replace them with slow-growing species has received 1,140
applications.The office of the secretary of state of forests and rural
development told Lusa News Agency that the applications covered
some 118,000 hectares of forested area and that the overall budget of
€36 million was now being analysed.The office also said that most of
the applications had been received from the Alentejo and Lezíria do
Tejo (600 applications).
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Maintaining the Algarve as a safe holiday destination
Safe Communities Portugal is co-organising a series of events
to be held in April in the Algarve to promote Safe Tourism. The first of these is a seminar

‘Algarve, a Safe Destination’,
which will take place on 10 April
from 3pm to 6pm, in the Portimão

Museum Auditorium. With a key focus on
communication, its aim is to promote a joint
reflection on the policies, measures and
actions that continue to make the region one
of the safest tourist destinations in the world.
This event, which will be in Portuguese, will
be attended by the Secretary of State for
Internal Administration, Isabel Oneto, the
president of Regional Tourism Algarve,
João Fernandes; the President of the
Association Safe Communities Portugal,
David Thomas, the president of the
Portimão City Hall, Isilda Gomes, and
representatives of entities such as the Public
Security Police (PSP), the National Repub-
lican Guard (GNR) and the Portuguese
Association for Victim Support (APAV).
Two awareness-raising events take place in
two of the Algarve’s main tourist locations:
Faro airport arrival area on 15 April from
9.30am to 1pm and the Mar Shopping
centre, in Loulé on 17 April from 11am to
8pm. The aim of these is to share in a
positive and relaxed way all tourist inform-
ation and security advice in the Algarve.
The comprehensive perspective on security
and safety issues will be discussed at the
Conference on Tourism - Responding to the
Effects of Climate Change and High Impact
Events on 10 May from 9.30am to 3.30pm at
the School of Hospitality and Tourism of the

Algarve, in Faro. This will be the first national
conference to discuss these issues. Creating
greater awareness in the tourism sector of
the risk of high-impact events and current
prevention and protection measures, sharing
best practice in the sector in these areas and
identifying which issues may be applied are
some of the objectives of this meeting.
David Thomas, President of Safe
Communities Portugal, stated that it is
essential that we find new innovative ways
of delivering safety and security awareness
messages and these events reflect this.
According to Mr. Thomas, various studies
undertaken have found that safety and
security are key factors for people deciding
on a holiday destination.  “It is vitally
important therefore that the region is
prepared and that all those in the tourism
industry are fully aware and engaged in
helping keep the region safe”, he says.
The series of events with Safe Communities
Portugal are part of a protocol with the
Ministry of Internal Administration under the
Local Security Contract (CLS Programme),
and in association with the RTA Algarve
Tourism Board and a number of other public
and private entities and safety-awareness
associations.
More details about these events can be
found on the news page of
www.safecommunitiesportugal.com and
www.safecommunitiesalgarve.com and
through the Safe Communities Portugal
Facebook page.
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