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“Traffic stops
largely ineffective”
The Portuguese Road Prevention agency (PRP) has this week
called for more and improved traffic stops in Portugal. The
agency has also deemed current actions by law enforcement
officials as ineffective in dealing with the majority of serious
traffic offences.

According to the PRP, current
inspections of drivers are
bureaucratic and incapable of
verifying reckless driving.  Besides

checking documents and the possibility of
driving under the influence of alcohol, the
agency said traffic stops fail to verify
dangerous manoeuvres on the nation’s
roads, perpetuating bad driving habits.
PRP President José Miguel Trigoso
launched his criticism of traffic stops at a
conference organised by the National
Insurance Association to discuss pay outs
received by the occupants of vehicles
involved and injured in road accidents.
“There is hardly any surveillance of
reckless manoeuvres. The system is
bureaucratic and traffic stops are only to
check paperwork”, charged the PRP chief.
He added that current efforts by traffic
police to check on transgressing drivers is
“minimal and not very good” at that.
“Taking away alcohol checks, traffic stops
are logistical and bureaucratical
exercises”, José Trigoso was quoted as
telling Lusa News Agency on the sidelines
of the conference held this week in the
Portuguese capital.
He added that traffic stops fail to check on
a series of transgressions, such as
changing lanes or direction without using
indicators to do so, illegal overtaking and
failure stop at red lights or stop signs.
Trigoso also said that inspecting
paperwork “does not solve everything” and
the key to improved road safety was to

encourage better behaviour by drivers on
Portuguese roads and create a
generalised state where there is respect
and compliance of the Highway Code.
The road safety agency was also critical of
the current system of issuing fines.
“When fines are written out there have to
be near immediate consequences and
there are not. A person who is caught
speeding or driving under the influence of
alcohol then waits two years for something
to happen which goes against everything
good practices would recommended”, he
said.
According to figures obtained by the PRP,
Portugal also has one of the lowest rations
of speeding fines.
“I am not saying that speeding fines will
solve all problems, but it is an important
instrument and we have a complicated
issue when it comes to speeding,
especially in cities and towns where small
differences often have great
consequences”, reasoned José Trigoso.
According to the latest figures published
by the National Road Safety Authority
(ANSR), fatalities on national roads have
once again increased this year, climbing
by four to 116 during the first quarter of
2019.
The number of road deaths in Portugal
has been rising since 2017, having
steadied from 2012 after almost two
decades of substantial and successive
reductions.
In related news, the PRP has called on the

Home Minister Eduardo Cabrita accompanies PSP polHome Minister Eduardo Cabrita accompanies PSP polHome Minister Eduardo Cabrita accompanies PSP polHome Minister Eduardo Cabrita accompanies PSP polHome Minister Eduardo Cabrita accompanies PSP pol

ANSR National Road Safety Authority,
municipalities and police to promote “the
correct use” of scooters and electric
scooters on public roads.
This follows growing calls to ban the use
of the scooters on roads, especially in
congested city streets.
But José Trigoso said that would be
impossible as these modes of transport do
not have to be registered and are therefore
covered by the same laws regulating
bicycles and called for civil educational
campaigns to deal with issues
surrounding their increasing popularity.
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French anger over Portugal pension tax
exemption

Portugal has become a topic of debate in France over the tax
exemption granted to pensioners who move here. The issue has
arisen during the so-called ‘great debate’, a forum launched by
French President Emmanuel Macron to discuss issues affecting
French following the recent Yellow Vest protests. Among
demands being expressed are that French living in Portugal who
pay no tax here or in their home country should also lose their
benefits.

Euromillions jackpot won in Portugal
A player in Portugal is 79 million euros richer this week after winning

the top prize in the Euromillions draw on Tuesday. The winning ticket
was registered in Sertã in central Portugal, and contained two simple
bets. The win takes Portugal to fourth on the list of all-time winners
behind France, Spain and the UK. The winning numbers in Tuesday
night’s draw were 18 – 21 – 29 – 38 and 41 while the lucky stars were 01
and 11.

Portuguese throw away 200,000 tons of
clothing per year

Portugal throws away around 200,000 tons of clothing a year,
meaning never before has the country purchased so much clothing to
wear for such a short time. According to online news site Diário de
Notícias, even through many garments can nowadays be reused and
recycled, a large part of discarded clothing still ends up in landfills.
This, the newspaper claims, is increasing the textile industry’s impact
on the environment, which is already one of the most pollutive
industries in the world.

New SEF recruits to help Lisbon airport during
busy summer period

A total of 68 new SEF borders and immigration inspectors have
started training this week. The new recruits’ internship will
reinforce the staff at the Lisbon airport from July to September.
According to the security service, the trainees will begin a
theoretical first phase of two months, followed by supervised
exercise of functions at Lisbon airport, from June to September,
allowing for the “reinforcement in the airport of officials in the
months of greater passenger flow”.

UK weaker than any single EU state – PM
Portugal’s Prime Minister believes that the UK cannot be

considered stronger than any single member of the European Union. 
António Costa, speaking in Lisbon earlier this week, also lashed out

at Brexiteers. He said it must be frustrating for those who claimed
Britain would regain a global dimension, to now see that it has been
easier for 27 European countries to agree on a common policy than
for those within the UK to find unity, despite having had almost three
years to do so.

Dry weekend, wet week
For once the fortunes will be reversed, with the sunniest of the days being over theFor once the fortunes will be reversed, with the sunniest of the days being over theFor once the fortunes will be reversed, with the sunniest of the days being over theFor once the fortunes will be reversed, with the sunniest of the days being over theFor once the fortunes will be reversed, with the sunniest of the days being over the
weekend, while cloud and rain will be the feature of the working week that lies ahead.weekend, while cloud and rain will be the feature of the working week that lies ahead.weekend, while cloud and rain will be the feature of the working week that lies ahead.weekend, while cloud and rain will be the feature of the working week that lies ahead.weekend, while cloud and rain will be the feature of the working week that lies ahead.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: The Portuguese
capital will remain mild this
coming week, with highs
struggling to breach the 20-
degree barrier. After a sunny start
to the weekend, cloud and rain
will start setting in on Sunday

evening and will remain for the
entire week.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: The Algarve will
enjoy the best of the weather, but
will not steer clear of much
needed rain which is set to fall at
its hardest between next

Wednesday and Friday.
The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern parts of

the country will receive the brunt
of the wet weather, with
thermometers not expected to
exceed 18 degrees Celsius on
any day in the next week.
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Tagus reduced to a trickle along many parts of the
river

Common algae could be key to anticancer drugs –Common algae could be key to anticancer drugs –Common algae could be key to anticancer drugs –Common algae could be key to anticancer drugs –Common algae could be key to anticancer drugs –
Portuguese researchersPortuguese researchersPortuguese researchersPortuguese researchersPortuguese researchers

The flow in the River Tagus has been reduced to a trickle in several parts of its course, mainly because of the
drought, raising concerns by local authorities, environmentalists and fishermen.

Apart from the
drought, the
water held back
by dams, weirs

and the “scrupulous”
compliance by the

Spanish authorities
regarding how much they
release, are other
concerns for the people
who live between Gaviao
(Portalegre) and Maçao

(Santarém).
Manuela Martins has
lived beside the
fishermen’s huts near
Belver dam in Ortiga, near
Mação for 56 years and

Common types of algae could result in anticancer drugs and antibioticsCommon types of algae could result in anticancer drugs and antibioticsCommon types of algae could result in anticancer drugs and antibioticsCommon types of algae could result in anticancer drugs and antibioticsCommon types of algae could result in anticancer drugs and antibiotics
able to combat resistant infections, according to a study carried out inable to combat resistant infections, according to a study carried out inable to combat resistant infections, according to a study carried out inable to combat resistant infections, according to a study carried out inable to combat resistant infections, according to a study carried out in
Portugal and published on Tuesday in the scientific publication Portugal and published on Tuesday in the scientific publication Portugal and published on Tuesday in the scientific publication Portugal and published on Tuesday in the scientific publication Portugal and published on Tuesday in the scientific publication FronteirasFronteirasFronteirasFronteirasFronteiras
em Microbiologiaem Microbiologiaem Microbiologiaem Microbiologiaem Microbiologia.....

This is a promising and significant
step, the main author of the study, Maria
de Fátima Carvalho, told Lusa News
Agency.

The research focused on a kind of
common algae on the Portuguese
coast, called ‘Laminaria ochroleuca’ -
large brown algae, and a specific algae
known as actinobacteria, which are
connected to the production of
compounds known for antibiotics,
Carvalho, from Portugal’s

interdisciplinary centre of marine and
environmental investigation centre
CIMAR, said.

She stressed that the aim of the
research was to understand which of
these bacteria could be linked to the
brown common algae on the Portuguese
coast and its potential. This had never
been done before, she pointed out.

The study could open the door for other
kinds of algae to be “valuable sources”
for future medications.      TPN/Lusa
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Luxury car dumped on Algarve motorway believed toLuxury car dumped on Algarve motorway believed toLuxury car dumped on Algarve motorway believed toLuxury car dumped on Algarve motorway believed toLuxury car dumped on Algarve motorway believed to
be Britishbe Britishbe Britishbe Britishbe British
A luxury vehicle that has been abandoned at a service area on theA luxury vehicle that has been abandoned at a service area on theA luxury vehicle that has been abandoned at a service area on theA luxury vehicle that has been abandoned at a service area on theA luxury vehicle that has been abandoned at a service area on the
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According to reports,
even though the red Audi
convertible has no licence
plates on it, authorities
believe the car to be UK-
registered as the steering
wheel in on the right side.

It was left at the rest
area on the Via do Infante

she told Lusa News
Agency that the Tagus is
so low because it hasn’t
rained properly for three
years.
A former fisherman,
Camilo Vidal, agrees with
her and said that this
period of drought is
difficult for the active
fishermen as they “don’t
catch any fish” for them to
survive.
Arlindo Marques, known
as the “Guardian of the
River” because of his
struggle to defend the
river and who was

awarded the National
Environment Prize in
2018 by the
Environmental Defence
Associations, told Lusa
that the situation “is not
normal”.
“At a time like this, with
winter having just ended,
and the river looks this
way, I don’t see anything
good in the future and
there are another six or
seven months without
rain until the October
rains...”.
Standing on the dry river
bed, the environmentalist

also said that he recently
managed to walk from
one bank to the other and
the water was “only up to
his ankles”.
In order to maintain
ecological water flow,
Arlindo Consolado
Marques hopes the
Portuguese authorities
release some of the water
that is stored in the
Parcana, Belver and
Fratel reservoirs to avoid
the river drying up even
more in the coming
months.

TPN/Lusa

between Olhão and Faro
around two years ago,
and is badly damaged
with several parts
missing.

Newspaper Correio da
Manhã approached the
GNR’s Faro Territorial
Command with regard to

the abandoned car, which
said it was aware of the
situation, but stressed that
“there are no ongoing
procedures involving the
vehicle””

Removal of the vehicle
is the responsibility of the
A22 concessionaire.
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