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“Christianity is the most persecuted religion” 
says after Sri Lanka attacks
The Lisbon Cardinal Patriarch has said that Christianity is the
most persecuted religion in the world following a wave of
terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday.

Manuel Clemente was speaking to
reporters following an Easter
Sunday service at the Lisbon
Cathedral.

“Currently, in many places in the world, as
was the case in Sri Lanka this morning,
Christians are celebrating Easter in hiding or
suffering from badly healed wounds or grave
disasters”, said the Cardinal Patriarch on
Sunday morning shortly after learning about
the bombings.
He called Christianity the “most persecuted
religion in the world”, lamenting that “even
in our very own Europe there are
profanations of churches – hundreds in
France last year.”
Referring to the attacks in Sri Lanka, he said
those acts do not have a place in any religion.
Sunday’s attacks in Sri Lanka claimed at
least 350 lives, including a Portuguese
national.
Rui Lucas, 31, from Viseu, was on
honeymoon when terrorists struck at his
hotel. His wife survived the attack.
Portugal’s president, Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa, this week repudiated the Sri Lanka
attacks, expressing his condolences to the
widow of the only Portuguese victim.
“My thoughts go in particular to the family of
the Portuguese victim and I have had the
opportunity to express my condolences to
the widow,” said De Sousa.
De Sousa also expressed his condolences
on behalf of the Portuguese people to the
Sri Lanka authorities and to the victims’
relatives.
He repudiated “another act contrary to the
dignity of human beings and to the
fundamental principles of International Law
and specifically to religious freedom.”
Portugal’s speaker of the parliament, Ferro
Rodrigues, meanwhile expressed “absolute
condemnation” of the “vile and repugnant
attacks” that took place in Sri Lanka.

In a message sent to his counterpart of the
Socialist Democratic Republic of Sri Lanka,
Karu Jayasuriya, Ferro Rodrigues, said that
the attacks “defy values and the model of
society, based on respect for freedom,
democracy, fundamental rights.”
“The bombings on Sunday morning hit several
churches and hotels in Colombo, Negombo
and Batticaloa, deserve our absolute
condemnation,” said Rodrigues.
He offered his “deepest condolences” and
“solidarity with the families of the victims, the
authorities and the people of Sri Lanka,” as well
as “the relatives and friends of the Portuguese
national who lost his life in the bombings.”
Islamic State has meanwhiole claimed
responsibility for a series of terror attacks in
Sri Lanka.
Near-simultaneous explosions rocked
churches and hotels on Easter Sunday with
IS releasing a video showing who it claimed
were the eight suicide bombers.
Sri Lanka held a national day of mourning on
Tuesday as the country’s Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe warned that suspects
armed with explosives were still at large.
As the country paid its respects, the inquiry
into what the intelligence services knew
about the attack continued.
Ruwan Wijewardene, minister of defence,
said “weakness” within Sri Lanka’s security
apparatus led to the failure to prevent the
nine bombings.
He said: “By now it has been established
that the intelligence units were aware of this
attack and a group of responsible people
were informed about the impending attack.”
The president Maithripala Sirisena went
further, saying that officials who failed to
share information would face “stern
action”.
Police have arrested 40 suspects in the Sri
Lanka attacks, including the driver of a van
allegedly used by suicide bombers and the

owner of a house where some of them
lived, officials said.
Sri Lanka’s president gave the military a wider
berth to detain and arrest suspects on Tuesday
- powers that were used during the 26-year civil
war but withdrawn when it ended in 2009.
India and Britain have each confirmed eight
dead. The US State Department confirmed
that at least four Americans were dead and
several seriously wounded. Others, along
with Portugal, were confirmed to be from
Bangladesh, China, France, Japan, the
Netherlands, Denmark, Saudi Arabia,
Spain, Turkey and Australia.
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WEATHER

 News in BriefNNNNN

Warm weather set to return
Thermometers are set to climb to as high as 28 degrees Celsius in parts of Portugal thisThermometers are set to climb to as high as 28 degrees Celsius in parts of Portugal thisThermometers are set to climb to as high as 28 degrees Celsius in parts of Portugal thisThermometers are set to climb to as high as 28 degrees Celsius in parts of Portugal thisThermometers are set to climb to as high as 28 degrees Celsius in parts of Portugal this
weekend, as Spring makes  a return after some wet and windy weather in recent days.weekend, as Spring makes  a return after some wet and windy weather in recent days.weekend, as Spring makes  a return after some wet and windy weather in recent days.weekend, as Spring makes  a return after some wet and windy weather in recent days.weekend, as Spring makes  a return after some wet and windy weather in recent days.

Parliament calls for protection of Portuguese
citizens post-Brexit

Portugal’s parliament has approved a motion to protect Portuguese
citizens residing in the UK after Brexit. Leftist parties and the People-
Animals-Nature party voted in favour and the opposition Social Democrats
and the conservative CDS-People’s Party abstained. With around 400,000
Portuguese nationals living, working and studying in the UK, socialist
Member of Parliament Carla Tavares defended that the number one
priority since the beginning of Brexit are citizens and their rights.

Monster Easter cake makes news in Quarteira
A 100 metre long traditional Easter cake stole the show on Sunday in

Quarteira. The 330kg Folar was completely demolished in just half an
hour thanks to the high number of visitors to the Algarve city. The Folar
was made by the Duo Sweet confectionery with 150kg of flour, 30kg of
sugar, 30kg of margarine, 450 eggs, various liquors, ground cinnamon,
fennel, zest and orange juice, lemon zest, herbal tea and honey.

Public transport in Algarve to be cheaper from May
The price of public transport in the Algarve is to become cheaper

from 1 May. From the start of next month a ceiling of €40 is to be
placed on all monthly travel passes. In practice, as of May, any monthly
pass, whether bus or train, will cost between €14 and €40. The
agreement reached includes, for now, the CP trains, EVA and Frota
Azul buses and Faro urban transporter, Next.

Madonna releases Portuguese-influenced album
Madonna has announced that her 14th album will be released on

the 14 June. Madame X, influenced by time spent living in the
Portuguese capital Lisbon, is her first album in four years. Made up of
15 songs, the album takes its influence from Latin music and will see
the 60-year-old pop star singing in Portuguese, Spanish and English.
Madame X was recorded over 18 months between Lisbon, London,
New York and Los Angeles and sees the pop veteran adopting the
guise of the titular character.

EU welcomes the commitment of online
platforms ahead of the European elections

The European Commission published the latest reports by
Facebook, Google and Twitter covering the progress made in March
2019 to fight disinformation. The three online platforms are
signatories to the Code of Practice against disinformation and have
committed to report monthly on their actions ahead of the European
Parliamentary elections in May 2019. 

Faro gears up to host 34th Academic Week
Faro is gearing up to host its 34th Academic Week; considered one of

the largest gatherings south of the Tagus, some 36,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s event.  Organised by the Algarve University,
it takes place between 2 and 11 May, with popular national acts including
Blaya, Toy, Deejay Telio, Papillon and Ana Malhoa taking the stage for the
nightly entertainment, as well as British band Rudimental.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: After seeing highs
struggle to reach their mid-teens,
the Portuguese capital has been
forecast temperatures of up to 26
degrees Celsius this weekend.
The Mercury is set to drop a bit next
week, but never below 20 degrees.

Skies will remain mostly clear.
The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: The Algarve will

not see the highest temperatures
in the coming week, but they will
be the most constant, reaching
highs of 24 or 25 degrees on
every day of the week while skies

will be mostly clear.
The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern Portugal

will be the coolest in Portugal
though a mild weekend is
forecast before temperatures will
drop to just under 20 for the
remainder of the week.

Lisbon Cardinal Patriarch
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National Geographic Summit brings
throwaway plastic debate to Portugal
‘Planet or Plastic’ is the name of the upcoming National Geographic Summit, which takes place next week in northern
Portugal after being staged for two years in Lisbon.

National Geographic photographer Charlie Hamilton James speaks during the National Geographic Summit 2018 atNational Geographic photographer Charlie Hamilton James speaks during the National Geographic Summit 2018 atNational Geographic photographer Charlie Hamilton James speaks during the National Geographic Summit 2018 atNational Geographic photographer Charlie Hamilton James speaks during the National Geographic Summit 2018 atNational Geographic photographer Charlie Hamilton James speaks during the National Geographic Summit 2018 at
Coliseu dos Recreios in Lisbon last April. Coliseu dos Recreios in Lisbon last April. Coliseu dos Recreios in Lisbon last April. Coliseu dos Recreios in Lisbon last April. Coliseu dos Recreios in Lisbon last April. (Photo: Lusa/Jose Sena Goulao)(Photo: Lusa/Jose Sena Goulao)(Photo: Lusa/Jose Sena Goulao)(Photo: Lusa/Jose Sena Goulao)(Photo: Lusa/Jose Sena Goulao)

To be held at
Porto’s Casa da
Música next
Monday afternoon

(29 April), the event will
bring five key international
speakers to Porto to
address the topic of
disposable plastic items
and the effects they are
having on our planet.
Under the motto ‘Listening
to the Planet from Oporto’,
photographer Brian Skerry,
ecologist Lucy Hawkes,
biologist Paula Sobral,
former executive president
of the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation, Jamie
Butterworth and the

founder of the Zero Waste
movement Lauren Singer,
will be addressing the
scale of the plastic waste
problem and providing
alternatives.
Luís Fernambuco, director
general of National
Geographic Partners
Portugal, said in
comments to newspaper
Público: “This year we
thought of a great concept
that we have as an
institution and we wanted
to take advantage of the
occasion of the summit to
make this issue known”.
The move from Lisbon to
Porto, he says, happened

for two reasons: firstly, for
the “emotional connection”
with  Porto, as National
Geographic’s Photo Ark
exhibition debut was
staged there, and due to
“good relations” with
several institutions in
Porto; and secondly to
“decentralise” the summit.
According to the
programme, two major
themes will be discussed:
“On the one hand, we want
to show the dimension of
the problem”, emphasises
Luís Fernambuco,
elaborating: “On the other
hand, we want to give
alternatives and [show]

Brian Skerry, who dives
eight months a year and
often in extreme conditions
like under Arctic ice, will
use his work to
demonstrate how the
beauty of the ocean is
being threatened by
plastic; Lucy Hawkes, an
ecologist who monitors
populations of sea turtles
from the United States or
Cape Verde and follows the
migration of animals such
as sharks, will also be
giving a presentation which
“should focus on the
migration of turtles and
how plastic pollution is
affecting migration routes”,
the organisers said.
From the home team,
Portuguese biologist Paula
Sobral, founder and
President of the Lixo
Marinho Association and
researcher at MARE -
Center for Marine and
Environmental Sciences –
will offer a scientific view of
the scale of the problem
and demonstrate how
plastic pollution is affecting
Portugal’s coast.
The two remaining
speakers will be
suggesting solutions to the
problem: Jamie
Butterworth - former
executive president of the

Ellen MacArthur
Foundation – will be talking
about circular economy
and explaining how the
economy of a society can
evolve and fight against
single-use plastics.
Finally, Lauren Singer -
founder of the Zero Waste
movement, environmental
activist, entrepreneur, and
blogger – will be
enlightening those present
on how to achieve a zero
waste lifestyle.
With regards to the Summit
itself, queried whether that
will be a disposable-plastic-
free event, Luís
Fernambuco says: “Our
focus is disposable plastic
and we will try to reduce its
use during the summit.
“We believe it is important to
do more today than we did
yesterday and do more
tomorrow than we do today:
in that sense, if we can
reduce the use of plastic by
80 percent compared to the
previous edition, it is
already a success”.

Therefore, while it might
not be possible to reduce
plastic water bottles for this
year’s edition, the
organisers are making
concerted efforts to avoid
offering gifts with plastic
packaging or plastic cups.

Stronger EU borders with a new standing
corps of 10,000 border guards

how we can all play a
concrete role in reducing
disposable plastic”.
Underwater photographer

The European Parliament adopted the Commission’s proposal to reinforceThe European Parliament adopted the Commission’s proposal to reinforceThe European Parliament adopted the Commission’s proposal to reinforceThe European Parliament adopted the Commission’s proposal to reinforceThe European Parliament adopted the Commission’s proposal to reinforce
the European Border and Coast Guard Agency with a standing corps ofthe European Border and Coast Guard Agency with a standing corps ofthe European Border and Coast Guard Agency with a standing corps ofthe European Border and Coast Guard Agency with a standing corps ofthe European Border and Coast Guard Agency with a standing corps of
10,000 border guards by 2027.10,000 border guards by 2027.10,000 border guards by 2027.10,000 border guards by 2027.10,000 border guards by 2027.

The Agency will also have a stronger
mandate on returns and will cooperate
more closely with non-EU countries,
including those beyond the EU’s
immediate neighbourhood.

This reinforcement will give the Agency
the right level of ambition to respond to the
common challenges facing Europe in
managing migration and its external
borders.
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