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Portugal retained 74
foreign children in 2018

‘against UN rules’

Portugal retained more than 70 foreign children, mostly
refugees, in its care in 2018, according to new data
published earlier this week. According to research,
detentions in some cases allegedly lasted for longer than
legally allowed, which the government has said was to

“prevent human trafficking”.

n a report this week, newspaper Publico
explains that children in question arrive
in Portugal accompanied or even
alone, and are usually detained due to
the irregular situation of their relatives.
This practice violates the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, an agreement
ratified by Portugal which stipulates that
no child should be detained because of
the legal status of the parents.
According to data published by Publico and
contained in the annual report of the
European Council for Refugees, in 2018, 74
children were held by the SEF immigration
and borders service in Portugal at the 36
Portuguese border points in these
circumstances.
Of the 74 children detained, 51 were
accompanied by adults and 23 were alone,
according to the report on refugees.
Most were reportedly held at Lisbon
airport and often for a period longer than
allowed by law; a directive published by
the Government in 2018 indicates that
minors under 16 should not be detained
for more than seven days.
The Ministry of Internal Affairs has
justified SEF’s actions as being a
measure to prevent human trafficking.
Meanwhile, the Portuguese Centre for
Refugees admits that the average time of
detention of children has decreased, but

/

argues that children should be sent to
reception centres equipped for the
purpose, instead of being held in SEF
centres.

The UN refugee agency has previously
called upon Portugal’s Justice
Ombudsman to intervene in such
situations, following a similar report last
summer.

In July last year the General Inspectorate of
Home Affairs said it would be launching an
investigation into child asylum-seekers
being held at a borders and immigration
Temporary Holding Centre (CIT) at Lisbon
Airport, in breach of UN human rights
guidelines sanctioned by Portugal.

The situation and subsequent probe was
also brought to light following a report by
newspaper Publico, on migrant children
who arrive in Portugal accompanying
adult asylum seekers, mostly from Africa
and Brazil.

At the time the newspaper warned that
children have routinely been held by
Portugal’s Immigration and Borders
Service (SEF) at the CIT facility since 2017,
in contrast to international human rights
conventions to which Portugal is
committed.

It highlighted one particular case in which
the report claimed the child had

been held at the centre for six weeks.

A SEF immigration agent inspects the travel documer
(Photo: Lusa/ Miguel A. Lopes)

It resulted in the UN’s refugee branch,
ACNUR, bringing the situation to the
attention of Portugal’s Justice
Ombudsman, Maria Lucia Amaral, who is
charged with overseeing the observance
of human rights and rules.

However, she stated that while she has
the responsibility she does not have the
means to enforce them.

Portugal’s Home Affairs Minister Eduardo
Cabrita also ordered SEF to draw up an
urgent report on compliance with the
Justice Ombudsman’s
recommendations.
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1ts of a child arriving from Angola during an anti child trafficking operation staged at Lisbon Airport in March.

WEATHER

Warm weather continues

This coming weekend will see the recent warm weather continue albeit with a slight drop
in temperatures as the week progresses.

Lisbon: The Portuguese The South: Southern The North: Northern Portugal
capital will see thermometers Portugal will be warm this is to be mild this weekend with
climb to around 24 degrees weekend and will see the highs of around 23 degrees. With
Celsius this weekend and will Mercury remain above 25 rain arriving on Tuesday,
remain there until next weekend degrees for the remainder of the maximum temperatures will fall
when scattered showers will see | coming week. to around 20 degrees.

slightly cooler weather.
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&) News in Brief

Amnesty International warns UN over Portugal
concerns

Amnesty International has alerted the United Nations to a series of
social problems in Portugal. In a statement, Amnesty International
Portugal said it had met with the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Michele Bachelet, to whom it would present a
series of problems and recommendations. Among the organisation’s
main concerns are access to housing, excessive use of force by
police, poor conditions in prisons, and cases of racism or gender
violence.

Homing to expand services to Algarve and Porto

Local accommodation management company Homing is to
expand its services in Portugal to the Algarve and Porto. The company
currently manages more than 50 AL-registered apartments in Lisbon.
Its international reach also covers Paris, Barcelona and London. The
company aims to have around 400 units in Portugal by the end of this
year.

Third dead whale washes up on Vicentine Coast
in aweek

A 20-metre-long dead whale washed up on Arrifana beach in
Aljezur last week. The decomposing corpse was later removed by
authorities. It is the third whale corpse to wash up on the Vicentine
Coast in the space of a week.

Algarve bodyboarder honoured with award
from President

Algarve bodyboarder Joana Schenker has been awarded the
Official Degree of Order of Merit by Portugal’s President of the
Republic in a ceremony held at the Belém Palace in Lisbon.
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa said the 2017 world champion
bodyboarder is “an example of excellence in national sport”. The
ceremony was also attended by Prime Minister Antonio Costa,
former President Jorge Sampaio, and Home Affairs Minister
Eduardo Cabrita.

Open letter signed by former health minister
calls for end to PPPs

Dozens of leading figures from the fields of health, politics and
culture in Portugal have signed an open letter to the prime minister,
Antonio Costa, as leader of the governing Socialist Party (PS), calling

for a clearer separation between public and private provision in
healthcare, and an end to public-private partnerships (PPPs).

IMlpayable

Property owners have this week started to pay their IMI Municipal
Property Tax, which was formerly payable in April and, this year,
moved to May. Owners continue to have the option to make the
payment as a one-off or in instalments, depending on the overall
amount, with the first instalment being due by the end of May.
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The Santa Clara Church in Porto is being subject to a multi-million euro renovation
project. (Photo: Lusa/Francisco Neves)
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€2m overhaul for Porto

| landmarkas city

contemplates ‘building

8 rcgister’ following fires

A Porto landmark is to undergo a €2 million refurbishment including the
improvement of its electrics and to solve termite damage, in a bid to
preserve its cultural heritage and halt wear and tear.

public tender to the value of
€308,800 has been launched for
the Santa Clara church -a
classified national monument
and a popular tourist attraction - for
another phase of interventions which will
this time address the “improvement of the
exterior, access and electrical
installations”.
The tender was launched on Tuesday by
the Regional Directorate for Culture
(DRCN), which expects to fulfil the
monument’s €2.3 million global overhaul
investment during the first half of next year.
This second phase of work will take
around six months to complete, and
follows phase one - a €300,000
intervention staged in 214 and 2015 to
treat termites and improve insulation,
draining and the condition of wooden
components.
The DRCN stresses that the Santa Clara
Church is a “relevant testimony of a female
monastic group” constituting, “together
with the Church of S&o Francisco do Porto,
one of the best examples of the so-called
gilded churches of the Johannine
Baroque style, preserving its Gothic
architectural structure that dates back to
the 15" century”.
Works are also currently ongoing to
preserve and restore the Church’s artistic
interior, covering paintings in the nave and
main chapel, altarpieces, sculptures,
ceilings, parietal coverings, mural paintings,
tiles, stone elements and easel paintings.
Structural reinforcements and
complementary conservation works have
already been carried out.
The DRCN clarifies that this second phase
of rehabilitation is “85 percent reimbursed
by the Operational Programme North
2020 and European Regional
Development Fund, with the patronage of
the Brotherhood of Clerics and
Millennium BCP Foundation”.
The Church of Santa Clara is located in
Porto’s historical centre, which has been

classified as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site since 1996.

In related news, the parish authorities in
Porto’s historical centre are
contemplating submitting a register of
buildings in the UNESCO-classified area
to the city council, with information on the
use to which the buildings are being put,
as well as their state of conservation, amid
concerns following a spate of fires in
recent months.

“About a month ago we set a group of
employees to map all the buildings and
register each building with a photograph
and the function it has,” said Anténio
Fonseca, central Porto parish mayor.
“This work is being carried out and we will
pass on to the mayor the record of
buildings in the historic centre of Porto”, he
stressed.

The announcement was made at a session
of Porto’s Municipal Assembly on Monday,
where Fonseca called members’ attention
to the fact that for decades, despite many
buildings being in a poor state, no fires
broke out - unlike in recent months.

“For 30 years, there were many buildings in
the historic centre of Porto, some completely
run down, some empty, with totally unsafe
electrical installations, and there were no
fires,” he said, adding: “Interestingly, from
one moment to the other, in some buildings,
some of them in better condition than others
that have already been refurbished, we have
seen fires.”

While stressing that he was not accusing
anyone in particular, Fonseca said that
“something is going on.”

In the case of a building in the centre of
Porto, where 19"-century Portuguese
writer Almeida Garrett was born and which
was gutted by a fire last Saturday, it had
been vacant for two years.

The causes of the fire are unknown.

It broke out a month after the city council
announced that it was considering
purchasing the building to create a
museum of Liberalism.
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