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‘Summer’ is here again
The coming week, and especially this weekend, is set to be extremely hot, with temperaturesThe coming week, and especially this weekend, is set to be extremely hot, with temperaturesThe coming week, and especially this weekend, is set to be extremely hot, with temperaturesThe coming week, and especially this weekend, is set to be extremely hot, with temperaturesThe coming week, and especially this weekend, is set to be extremely hot, with temperatures
rising to 30 degrees Celsius across most parts of the country.rising to 30 degrees Celsius across most parts of the country.rising to 30 degrees Celsius across most parts of the country.rising to 30 degrees Celsius across most parts of the country.rising to 30 degrees Celsius across most parts of the country.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The Portuguese capital will experience an abrupt change in the weather starting Saturday. After
seeing rain and a high of just 23 degrees on Friday, the weekend will see blue skies and highs of around 32
degrees.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: Southern Portugal will be particularly hot this weekend, with highs forecast to reach 35 degrees
across many inland areas, though coastal areas will not be too far behind. Evening breezes and windy
conditions will ensure the weather does not become too “tropical”.

The North: The North: The North: The North: The North: Northern Portugal will also be the welcome recipient of the summer weather, with the Mercury
set to rise to around 28 and 29 degrees Celsius this weekend, before gradually cooling as the week progresses.

Fuel tanker driver

Far-right propaganda
‘intensifying’ in Portugal
The 2018 RASI Internal Security Report has admitted that tension
between right-wing extremists and anti-fascist groups has “worsened
significantly” over the last year in Portugal, and warns over the “intense
diffusion” of online propaganda with a view to propelling far-right groups
in the upcoming legislative elections.

CARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEY
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In the document drawn up by
the Internal Security System
(ISS) and released earlier in
the spring by the

Government, it is written that
“transversally to the far right,
there continues to be an intense
diffusion of virtual advertising”.

And the goal is “to create
favourable conditions for the
electoral success of nationalist or
populist political forces in 2019”,
the text reads.

Red flags had already been
raised in the 2017 report, which
highlighted the reorganisation of
movements linked to the
extreme right, in line with what
was happening in the rest of
Europe.

“In addition to intensifying
international contacts, these
extremists have developed efforts
to bring together their different

sectors (identity groups, National
Socialists, and Skinheads) to
promote their objectives
politically and meta-politically”,
according to last year’s report.

One year later and “there were
no significant changes” on 2017:
“The Portuguese extreme right
continues to show great
dynamism in the struggle for the
‘Reconquest’ of Europe (in
particular with regard to the fight
against immigration,
Islamisation, multiculturalism
and cultural Marxism)”, the report
states.

According to the document, the
“identity group and neo-fascist
sector was again underpinned by
the organisation of conferences,
propaganda actions,
celebrations of symbolic dates,
protest actions, musical events
and martial arts training sessions

in a perfect alignment with the
manner of action of its European
counterparts, with whom,
moreover, it maintained frequent
contact”.

And the less active
‘skinheadneonazi’ trend kept its
traditional activities (concerts,
meetings), in addition to being
periodically linked to initiatives of
identity groups and the neo-
fascist movement, the report
concluded.

In January 2019, weekly
newspaper Expresso reported
that the number of open inquiries
into suspected crimes of
discrimination and incitement to
hatred had doubled in the space
of a year, rising from 31 in 2017 to
63 in 2018.

However, few cases came to
prosecution: one in 2016, two in
2017 and none in 2018.

Both sides said the other had
made concessions to avert strike
action. However, unions have
only ruled out any further protest
for a period of 30 days, during
which they are to meet once
more with the national transport
association to further discuss
pending issues.

According to unions and
ANTRAM, a demand for a
minimum wage of 1,200 euros
had not been agreed to, but that
transport bosses have accepted
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 News in BriefNNNNN
Strikes at ‘Beer Central’ could jeopardise
summer supply

Strike action at one of Portugal’s main breweries could jeopardise
the summer supply of beer. Workers at the 1934-founded Central de
Cervejas were on strike this week and have threatened to strike for
two hours for three daily shifts, which could see stocks for the next two
months dry up.  Employees are demanding salary increases and
career advancement, and have also threatened to strike on overtime.

House prices up 23 percent in Lisbon and Porto
The average sale price of housing in Portugal increased to €996

per square metre in the fourth quarter of 2018. According to the
National Statistics Office, Lisbon and Porto saw growth rates above
23 percent. Lisbon and the Algarve still have the most expensive real
estate in Portugal, with Porto having one of the biggest rises in prices.

Salt, sugar and fat reduction in Portuguese foods
An agreement has been signed between the Health Ministry and

seven business associations that will see the amount of salt, sugar
and fat contained in food and beverages reduced. The agreement
forms part of a government plan announced two years ago to improve
health and reduce premature deaths, though an agreement was only
reached this week.

Watchdog receives over a thousand complaints
about MBWay commissions

Consumer rights watchdog Deco has received over one thousand
complaints asking for the end of commissions on the MBWay bank
payment service, which were brought in last week. For example, BPI
bank customers are now charged €1,20 for the payment service.
Deco said it is preparing an official complaint in the name of
consumers to submit to the Bank of Portugal, to “limit the costs
associated to all forms of payments and transfers”.

Five passengers with false documents detained
at Faro Airport

Since the beginning of the year, there has been a 300 percent
increase in the detection of false documents at Faro Airport on the first
quarter of last year. Five foreigners have been arrested in the last few
days at Faro Airport for using fake documents when attempting to
travel to the United Kingdom and Ireland. According to the Foreigners
and Borders Service (SEF), the falsified documents included a
French passport, a Polish passport, an Italian passport and two
Slovenian passports.

Madonna to perform at Lisbon Coliseum in 2020
Pop superstar Madonna will be perfoming at the Lisbon Coliseum in

early 2020, as part of her Madame X Tour. Dates will be released soon,
the promoter Everything is New announced. According to a statement,
Madonna’s “Madame X Tour” will take place at the Lisbon Coliseum, the
London Palladium and at Paris’ Grand Rex. Madonna first performed
live in Portugal in 2004 in the then-Atlantic Pavilion, in Lisbon.

  

Union leaders pictured hereUnion leaders pictured hereUnion leaders pictured hereUnion leaders pictured hereUnion leaders pictured here
this week arriving for athis week arriving for athis week arriving for athis week arriving for athis week arriving for a
meeting with the ANTRAMmeeting with the ANTRAMmeeting with the ANTRAMmeeting with the ANTRAMmeeting with the ANTRAM
transport association duringtransport association duringtransport association duringtransport association duringtransport association during
which pending strike action bywhich pending strike action bywhich pending strike action bywhich pending strike action bywhich pending strike action by
fuel tanker drivers wasfuel tanker drivers wasfuel tanker drivers wasfuel tanker drivers wasfuel tanker drivers was
suspended for a monthsuspended for a monthsuspended for a monthsuspended for a monthsuspended for a month
pending further negotiations.pending further negotiations.pending further negotiations.pending further negotiations.pending further negotiations.
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rs call off strike The union representing fuel tanker drivers has called offThe union representing fuel tanker drivers has called offThe union representing fuel tanker drivers has called offThe union representing fuel tanker drivers has called offThe union representing fuel tanker drivers has called off
renewed strike action after progress was made in talks thisrenewed strike action after progress was made in talks thisrenewed strike action after progress was made in talks thisrenewed strike action after progress was made in talks thisrenewed strike action after progress was made in talks this
week with ANTRAM, the association representingweek with ANTRAM, the association representingweek with ANTRAM, the association representingweek with ANTRAM, the association representingweek with ANTRAM, the association representing
transport companies. transport companies. transport companies. transport companies. transport companies. 

to raise salaries to “very near” to
that figure.

The SNMMP union was only
created late last year, but has
already become one of the
country’s influential trade unions.

Back in April, a four-day strike
by fuel tanker drivers saw many
forecourts run dry of petrol. This
resulted in the Government
decreeing an energy crisis and
contemplating calling in the
military to assist while also
decreeing a civil requisition to

ensure minimum services
operated, including law
enforcement, rescue services
and health care.

In related news, the cost of
refuelling has dropped for the
first time this week following 12
weeks of successive increases.

The major reasons for petrol
becoming cheaper have been

attributed to the euro
strengthening against the dollar
while the price of crude oil has
also gone down.

But despite these favourable
developments in the market,
both unleaded petrol and diesel
have only become slightly
cheaper, each only dropping by
half a cent per litre.
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The most lucrative areas for
short term rentals revealed

Apartments located along Porto’s Avenida dos Aliados are among the most profitable for rentals in the country.Apartments located along Porto’s Avenida dos Aliados are among the most profitable for rentals in the country.Apartments located along Porto’s Avenida dos Aliados are among the most profitable for rentals in the country.Apartments located along Porto’s Avenida dos Aliados are among the most profitable for rentals in the country.Apartments located along Porto’s Avenida dos Aliados are among the most profitable for rentals in the country.
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Lisbon AL suspension
extended

Portimão council to pay €850,000 toPortimão council to pay €850,000 toPortimão council to pay €850,000 toPortimão council to pay €850,000 toPortimão council to pay €850,000 to
recover management of city parkingrecover management of city parkingrecover management of city parkingrecover management of city parkingrecover management of city parking

According to a new report
released, these areas can
see a two-bedroom
apartment rented out for

€150 per day.
Based on the average values
charged at 200 establishments in 26
areas of Lisbon and Porto that are
marketed on the Airbnb online
platform and managed by
GuestReady, the property
management agency that produced
the report, the lowest prices in both
cities are in areas near train stations,
according to the document.
“An apartment with a room next to
[Porto’s] Campanhã station can
bring in on average €55 per day,
while similar accommodation near

Lisbon wins the Airport
of the Year award
Humberto Delgado airport in Lisbon has thisHumberto Delgado airport in Lisbon has thisHumberto Delgado airport in Lisbon has thisHumberto Delgado airport in Lisbon has thisHumberto Delgado airport in Lisbon has this
week been handed the Airport of the Yearweek been handed the Airport of the Yearweek been handed the Airport of the Yearweek been handed the Airport of the Yearweek been handed the Airport of the Year
award at the 2019 Air Transport Awards.award at the 2019 Air Transport Awards.award at the 2019 Air Transport Awards.award at the 2019 Air Transport Awards.award at the 2019 Air Transport Awards.

The ‘Air Transport Awards’ is the only international prize that
distinguishes major categories in the air transport sector.

The awards are awarded by Air Transport News (ATN)
in partnership with Hermes Air Transport Organisation.

In previous years, Airport of the Year has been awarded
to Istanbul Airport (2013 and 2016), Doha Airport (2014),
Dubai Airport (2015) and Changi Airport, Singapore
(2012, 2017 and 2018).

Lisbon Municipal Assembly has approved theLisbon Municipal Assembly has approved theLisbon Municipal Assembly has approved theLisbon Municipal Assembly has approved theLisbon Municipal Assembly has approved the
extension of the suspension of the authorisationextension of the suspension of the authorisationextension of the suspension of the authorisationextension of the suspension of the authorisationextension of the suspension of the authorisation
of new local lodging (AL) registrations in certainof new local lodging (AL) registrations in certainof new local lodging (AL) registrations in certainof new local lodging (AL) registrations in certainof new local lodging (AL) registrations in certain
areas of the capital.areas of the capital.areas of the capital.areas of the capital.areas of the capital.

Already the areas of
Alfama, Bairro Alto, Castelo,
Madrago and Mouraria
have seen new AL
registrations halted since
November, however the
new proposal also now
includes the areas of Graça
and Colina de Santana
according a report from
Lusa News Agency.

Manuel Salgado (PS),
author of the proposal,
stressed that “since the
chamber decided to freeze
new records in certain
areas”, the number of local
households “reduced by
220 records”, contrary to the
idea that there has been a
“rush” for new registrations

between the
announcement of the
measure and its entry into
force, as some predicted.

“At this moment we have
registered 19,754 units of
local accommodation in the
city of Lisbon,” added the
mayor.

MEP Miguel Graça
pointed out that this
extension of the suspension
of new registrations of local
accommodation
establishments in the five
neighbourhoods, as well as
the inclusion of two other
zones, “makes perfect
sense”, while Carla Madeira
(PS) stressed that the
measure “is fundamental”.

Portimão council is set to pay €850,000 toPortimão council is set to pay €850,000 toPortimão council is set to pay €850,000 toPortimão council is set to pay €850,000 toPortimão council is set to pay €850,000 to
recover the management of parking in the city,recover the management of parking in the city,recover the management of parking in the city,recover the management of parking in the city,recover the management of parking in the city,
which is currently licensed to company Empark.which is currently licensed to company Empark.which is currently licensed to company Empark.which is currently licensed to company Empark.which is currently licensed to company Empark.

The municipality intends
to reduce the amounts
charged to motorists and
make more places
available without payment,
according to newspaper
Correio da Manhã.

The decision to redeem

concessioned parking has
already been approved in a
council meeting and will be
discussed at a municipal
assembly on 6 May.

Portimão has 372
parking places in the city
centre and riverside area.

Avenida dos Aliados in Porto, and the Chiado neighbourhood in Lisbon are the
most lucrative areas for short-term rentals in Portugal.

[Lisbon’s] Oriente train station can
cost €75,” it notes.
According to the data analysed,
which focuses on accommodation
with one or two bedrooms, the most
expensive area in Porto is Avenida
dos Aliados, where a one-bedroom
apartment costs on average €120
per day and a two-bedroom one up
to €150 per day.
In Lisbon, the most expensive areas
are Rua do Alecrim and Rua Garret,
both in Chiado, where prices for two-
bedroom apartments can reach
€130 a day.
Cheaper areas include Rua da
Cedofeita in Porto, with average
prices of €70 and €85 for one- and
two-bedroom apartments

respectively, and Avenida Almirante
Reis and Largo do Rato in Lisbon,
with average prices of €70 or €90 per
day.
To go with the report, GuestReady
created a board game inspired by
Monopoly that aims to “show how
much owners of local
accommodation units in the main
areas of Lisbon and Porto can
make.”
GuestReady manages
accommodation for short-term
rental in the UK, France, Portugal,
United Arab Emirates, Malaysia and
Hong Kong, providing professional
services to real estate investors,
homeowners and hosts whose
properties are listed on Airbnb.
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