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Banned pesticides found in country’s  

use of pesticides and herbicides
in modern agriculture is
inevitable.
Felipe Duarte Santos, a climate
change expert, reiterated his
belief that intensive agriculture
“is not sustainable in the medium
and long term”.
The expert considers that it is
fundamental to apply “measures
to mitigate the impacts of this
type of agriculture, and a better
control over the authorisation of
drilling holes for groundwater

A study by the Portuguese Environment Agency
(APA) on the quality of Portugal’s underground
waters – or groundwater – has detected, in
some parts of the country, the presence of
pesticides that are prohibited by law.

The APA argues that, if
contamination is
already reaching
groundwater, a key

resource for human
consumption in times of drought,
it is because pesticides are being
used in very high concentrations.
These findings emerge at a time
when the Ministry of the
Environment has raised
concerns about recurring
drought situations that
increasingly hamper the refilling
of aquifers, as well as increasing
demand for these waters and the
degradation of their quality,
namely due to contamination
from agricultural sources.
In comments to radio station
TSF, the director of the APA’s
Department of Water Resources
sad that, since the start of the
hydrological year in October,
more than four thousand new
wells have been created as a
result of drought.
Felisbina Quadrado explained
that great care is needed in the
way the increasingly scarce
resource is used, stressing it
should only be used for the public
supply of water and namely
during periods of drought.
Conceding the issue is a
“complicated matter”, Ms.
Quadrado explained “we have
detected, in some places,
pesticide contamination that
concerns us, and some [of those]
substances are no longer
authorised in Portugal, so we
need to pay more attention to the

impacts that the intensification of
agricultural activity can have on
the quality of water”.
She added that these areas will
now be subject to measures to
remedy the problem, but more
important “is to avoid agricultural
practices that lead to excesses in
other areas”.
Without specifying the regions in
which the banned contaminants
were detected, Felisbina
Quadrado explains that they are,
naturally, “areas where
agricultural activity is more
intense”.
Regarding the presence of
banned substances in the
analysis carried out, the APA
stresses that today, “anyone can
buy what they want over the
internet”, and it is possible that
some might have been brought
to Portugal by Spanish farmers.
Above all, says Felisbina
Quadrado, it is important “to draw
attention to the fact that if these
substances are already reaching
our groundwater, they are being
used in very high concentrations,
in excess, which leads to them
seeping out when it rains” into
aquifers.
Eduardo Oliveira e Sousa,
president of the Confederation of
Farmers, argued that nature
takes time to “clear up mistakes
of the past”.
His view is that “the excesses that
may have been committed a few
years ago could still be
producing results in some
analyses”, and added that the

abstraction, controlling the use of
pesticides, and tighter
supervision”.
Mr. Santos stresses, however,
that for this to happen it is
“necessary to have the staff
available”.
“It is very positive that the APA
warns of this issue, but it is
important to say where it has
occurred for people to be
informed; the truth is always very
productive and healthy”, he
concluded.

The high quantity of pesticides in Portugal’s groundwater becomes particularThe high quantity of pesticides in Portugal’s groundwater becomes particularThe high quantity of pesticides in Portugal’s groundwater becomes particularThe high quantity of pesticides in Portugal’s groundwater becomes particularThe high quantity of pesticides in Portugal’s groundwater becomes particular



The Portugal News • 18 May 2019 3News

WEATHER

 News in BriefNNNNNCARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEYNNNNN

Portuguese scientists believe raw food
parasites hold key to understanding cancer

Portuguese scientists have concluded that tiny parasites found in
raw foods like watercress could be key to better understanding
cancer. Researcher Mónica Botelho believes it is “fundamental” to
explore how such parasites, known as the common liver fluke, cause,
promote and impede tumours in human beings. That, she says could
consequently help develop new strategies to control, treat and
prevent malignant infections.

Faro schoolgirl killed in Hungary coach crash
A Faro schoolgirl has died during an Erasmus student exchange

trip to Hungary. The teenager has been identified as Laura Angélica
Bragança. She was killed in a coach crash as the vehicle was on its
way to Budapest airport last Friday. Another Algarve student was
hospitalised following the crash. Six students from Faro’s Pinheiro e
Rosa school were on the coach with other Erasmus participants.

Country hits highest number ever in selling
electric cars in 2018

The number of electric cars leaving showroom floors reached their
highest level on record during 2018. Data from the association of
electric car users point to just over 8,200 electric cars sold in 2018.
Sales last year increased by 95 percent compared to 2017 and were
at the same level for the previous eight years joined together. Latest
quarterly figures meanwhile suggest 2019 will be another record
year, rising 188 percent on the same period in 2018.

Teenager stabbed to death in Silves
A teenager has been stabbed to death in Silves. The 19-year-old

died after being stabbed near the church in São Bartolomeu de
Messines. Reports state the incident occurred as the teen from Algoz
was trying to defend a friend and stop a fight. He is understood to have
been stabbed in the chest by a 20-year-old from Messines.

‘Gaia Street Stage’ cancellation cuts Rali de
Portugal to 18 stages

The organisers of the Rali de Portugal car race have cancelled a
special ‘street stage’ in Vila Nova de Gaia because the municipality
decided “at the last minute and for internal questions” not to hold the
event. The ACP Portugal Car Club said the Rally will now be reduced
to 18 special timed stages. The 53rd edition of the Rali de Portugal
will be held between 30 May and 2 June.

81-year-old Albufeira man arrested for arson
An 81-year-old man from Albufeira has been arrested for arson. The

pensioner is believed to have been responsible for starting a fire
which occurred on 24 March in scrubland in Vale Rabelho, in Guia,
Albufeira. The man reportedly has a criminal record for similar
crimes. The arrest was made following an investigation conducted by
the Albufeira Public Prosecutor.

Portugal cools down

groundwater
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Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: After a summery
midweek, temperatures will fall to
below 20 degrees Celsius in the
Portuguese capital over the
weekend, with scattered showers
forecast before the weather will
improve as the week progresses.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: With many cities
in the Algarve having seen
temperatures reach 36 degrees
on Wednesday, they will fall to 24
this Friday, before gradually
warming up to around the high
20’s.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Highs in Porto are
not expected to exceed 16
degrees Celsius. Highs next
week should struggle to pass the
20-degree barrier as the north
remains mild and chilly in the
evenings.
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