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banned from 2021 ‘

attitudes still prevail within
Portuguese society according
to ILGA Portugal — P8
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A proposal has been put
forward for the creation of a
Ria Formosa seahorse
sanctuary zone— P13

Benfica are crowned champi-
ons of the Primeira Liga for
the 37th time and the for the
fifth time in six years — P48
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Single-use plastic cups were found between, beneath,
and on the corals and seabed of Verde Island Passage,
the epicentre of marine biodiversity in the world.
(Photo: Lusa/ EPA) Full story, see P.2
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The Counclil of the European Union has taken an

ambitious step towards slashing plastic pollution
when it formally approved measures that effectively ,
ban the most frequently-littered single-use plastic

O
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items in all EU Member States from 2021.

n Tuesday, the Council of the EU
adopted a directive that contains a
series of measures to crack down
on mainstream throwaway plastic
items and aims to “place the EU at the
forefront of the global fight against marine
litter”.
The measures, which EU Member States
including Portugal will have to introduce by
2021, also aim to tackle abandoned fishing
gear and oxo-degradable plastics.
The Directive comes into force 20 days after
its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Union; Member States will then
have two years to transpose the legislation
into national law.
Among the measures contained in the
directive are a full ban on selected single-use
products made of plastic for which alternatives
are already available on the market.
These include cotton bud sticks, cutlery,
plates, straws, stirrers and sticks for
balloons, as well as cups, food and beverage
containers made of expanded polystyrene,
and on all products made of oxo-degradable
plastic.
The directive further foresees measures to
reduce the consumption of food containers
and beverage cups made of plastic and
specific marking and labelling of certain
products.
Extended Producer Responsibility
schemes covering the cost to clean up litter,
applied to products such as tobacco filters
and fishing gear, are also contemplated in
the new rules, as is a 90 percent
separate collection target for plastic
bottles by 2029 (77 percent by 2025), along
with the introduction of design requirements

/

to tether caps to bottles.

On top of that, another target is for
polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles to
incorporate 25 percent recycled plastic as
from 2025 and 30 percent in all plastic
bottles as from 2030.

The move is widely regarded as the last step
in the fight against single-use plastic
pollution, namely marine litter, a topic that
has increasingly hogged the environmental
spotlight in recent times.

Throwaway plastic goods currently account
for about half of all marine litter found and
accounted for on European beaches.

In a statement on the European Commission
(EC)’s website, First Vice-President of the EC
Frans Timmermans, responsible for
sustainable development, said: “There is a
growing sense of urgency in European
society to do whatever it takes to stop plastic
pollution in our oceans. The European Union
is responding to this clear call of our citizens.
“The new rules adopted [on Tuesday] will
help us to protect the health of our people
and safeguard our natural environment,
while promoting more sustainable
production and consumption”.

He added: “We can all be proud that Europe
is setting new and ambitious standards,
paving the way for the rest of the world.”
Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for
environment, maritime affairs and fisheries,
concluded: “Plastic straws or forks are little
objects but can make great, long-lasting
damages.

“The single-use plastics legislation will
address 70 percent of marine litter items,
avoiding environmental damage that would
otherwise cost 22 billion by 2030”.

The move is widely regarded as the last step in the fic
environmental spotlight in recent times. (Photo: EPA

Ms. Vella described the new directive as
“European legislation at its best.”

Earlier this week the Azores’ Regional
Secretary of the Sea, Science and
Technology, Gui Menezes, revealed that
every year, between 10 and 12 tonnes of
marine litter - especially plastic - are
removed from the Portuguese islands’
coastal areas.

Mr. Menezes’ comments came as the
Azores launched a campaign titled ‘Zero
Waste’, which is being rolled out across the
archipelago to raise awareness regarding
plastic pollution.

You can't miss in 2019 the amazing new adventures
"Jurassic River', an aquatic journey to the period of
the giants that inhabited Earth millions of years ago
and "Sea Adventures', a surprising new presentation
with Seals and Sea-Lions!

Come aboard the wonderful world of Zoomarine
and be prepared to live an unique and unforgettable
experience with both family and friends.

Present this voucher at the theme park ticket office until
30/11/2019 for 1 day ticket.
€3 discount on the purchase of a normal ticket or
€2 discount on the purchase of a junior or senior ticket.
Valid up to a maximum of 4 tickets to the theme park.
Not valid with other discounts or promotions.
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&) News in Brief

Portugal issues ‘Panda Bonds’ this month

Portugal’s finance ministry confirmed to Lusa that the country has
received the ‘green light’ from the Chinese authorities to issue public
debt in Chinese currency. The operation is to take place at the end of
May. The so-called ‘Panda Bonds’ will be issued on 29 and 30 May,
corresponding to €260 million, with a three-year maturity. The idea of
issuing ‘Panda Bonds’ arose two years ago, following a visit of
Portugal’s prime minister Anténio Costa to China.

Talks aim to improve summer experience at
Lisbon airport

Portugal’s government and several private companies have met to
discuss measures to better prepare Lisbon airport for the upcoming
summer season. Involved in the talks are the likes of national airport
managers ANA, SEF borders and immigration, and airlines TAP and
easyJet. The aim is to make the experience at Lisbon’s busiest airport
less stressful and better coordinated for passengers in peak season.

Portugal with high proportion of inmates

Portugal has an imprisonment rate above the European average,
with 131 inmates per 100,000 inhabitants. According to figures from
the Council of Europe, the overall imprisonment rate in Europe fell by
6.6 percent between 2016 and 2018, from 109.7 to 102.5 inmates per
100,000 inhabitants. The figures also included those from non-EU
: - ki countries such as Russia and Ukraine. In Portugal, the number of
T ‘ SR | foreign inmates accounted for 16 percent of all those serving time.
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Jamie Oliver’s Lisbon restaurant survives

Celebrity chef Jamie Oliver has said he is “devastated” after his
restaurant group went into administration, with 1,000 jobs being at
stake. Twenty two of the 25 restaurants in Jamie Oliver’s restaurant
group have now closed. However this will reportedly not affect his
restaurant in Lisbon, as it is an overseas franchise, according to
newspaper Publico. A spokesperson for Jamie’s ltalian Lisbon told the
WEATHER newspaper the UK and international restaurant have distinct operations
and structures, and his overseas ventures are in fact enjoying growth.

Tempera’[u res back ontherise Concerns over Serra da Estrela prospecting
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Jht against single-use plastic pollution, namely marine litter, a topic that has increasingly hogged the
/Marcelo Sayafo)

Weekend temperatures are set to rise across the country, while high clouds are set to Four organisations from the Serra da Estrela region have protested
disperse by the start of the week to leave blue skies. against the possibility of mineral prospecting and research in the area. The
organisations have demanded complete transparency in awarding any

Lisbon: Temperatures in the The South: Southern The North: Temperatures are | licences. The signatories of the communiqué sent to Lusa said they were

capital will climb for the weekend | Portugal will be feeling warm this | predicted to remain steady “deeply concerned” about the request by Fortescue Metals Group

to highs of 29 degrees Celsius weekend with highs of 27 throughout the weekend and into | Exploration Pty Ltd., for prospecting rights for gold, silver, lead, zinc, copper,

and are set to remain at these degrees Celsius and lows of 18. next week with highs of around lithium, tin and other metal deposits in an area called “Boa Vista”. They also

levels for the coming week. A Any cloud cover is expected to 23 degrees Celsius. North demand “complete and effective clarification for the local population and

northerly wind will help to keep clear by Tuesday, leaving therest | westerly winds will however rigorous environmental impact studies by independent entities.

things cool during the week. of the week with blue skies. make it feel slightly cooler.

MALO CLINIC

THE ART OF CREATING SMILES

cuconfio

WE TRUST IN MALO CLINIC

i elleE lihiec SHMeE @ilin



4 The Portugal News ¢ 25 May 2019

News

Summer holiday job initiative

The long summer holidays facing students in the Algarve can now be filled with
work thanks to a new initiative aimed at students over 16 years old

The measure “is also important to promote opportunities for learning and enabling
young people to have contact within the sector” (Photo: Supplied)

he Algarve the Institute of new initiative to help
Tourism Board Employment and promote employment for
(RTA),in Professional Training students during the

partnership with (IEFP) have launched a summer holidays.

OFFICES FOR RENT AT VILA SOL PLAZA
Central Algarve (near Quarteira and Vilamoura)

54m? - 180m?
FROM €800.00 PER MONTH
INCLUDES UNDERGROUND CAR
PARKING AND 24 HOURS SECURITY
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The programme aims
to not only fill gaps in the
labour market which
comes under strain
during the summer, but
to also help young people
to gain experience in the
work place.

Employers will now

be able to temporarily
hire young people over
the age of 16 and can
contact schools,

training centres and
universities directly to find
staff, while young people
looking for employment
are able to proactively
register with companies
or can register on
existing employment
platforms.

For the president of the
Algarve Tourism Region,
Jodo Fernandes, “this
initiative is a reflection of
work that has been
developed jointly with
IEFP Algarve, as well as
with several entities
operating in the sector,
and reinforces the
response in terms of
human resources in
times of greater tourist
influx in the region “.

The head of the RTA
added that the measure
“is also important to
promote opportunities for
learning and enabling
young people to have
contact within the sector
which creates
opportunities for the
future.”

ENGLISH DENTAL SURGEON

Dr. Francis Haley
B.D.S.
(Guy’s Hospital, University of London)

Police arrest 1 7 Hells Angels

Police searches in Lisbon and other parts of the
country on Tuesday resulted in the arrest of 17
people as part of a case that involves Hells

Angels bikers.

In March last year, about
20 bikers of the Hells
Angels group invaded a
restaurant in Prior Velho,
near Lisbon, to attack the
Red&Gold group, created
by Mario Machado. The two
rival groups got into a fight
inside the establishment,
with knives, sticks, iron bars
and other objects.

This episode of violence
led the police to begin a
nationwide operation and
to hold, in July last year, the
first 58 members of the
Hells Angels motorcycle
group in custody.

In March 2019, the court
of Lisbon held six more
members in custody, and
in February decided to
keep 23 other defendants
on remand.

In total there are 38 in
pre-trial detention of the 68
defendants (one of them in
Germany).

The suspects are indicted
of criminal association
crimes, attempted first-
degree homicide, thetft,
assault, possession of
prohibited weapons and
drug trafficking.

There have been Hells
Angels groups in Portugal
since at least 2002. In the
US, where the organisation
was founded in the 1940’s
with its members typically
riding Harley-Davidson
motorcycles, it has for
several years been
considered by the
Department of Justice to be
an organised crime
syndicate. TPN/Lusa

Just over half planned firefighting
aircraft available until June
This year's firefighting operation was expected

to include 38 aircraft available from last week,
however only 21 are currently operable.

The government has
estimated that by June all
aircraft will be able to fly,
according to a report by
Lusa News Agency.

The National Operational
Directive said that the
“Level 2” reinforcement
phase, which is to take
place until 31 May, will
have 38 aircraft, including
an Air Force helicopter to

Av. 25 Abril, 184 - 1°C
Tel: 21 486 3012
http://clinic.cdhaley.pt
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be activated when needed.

However, there are 17
aircraft, which still “depend
on compliance with the
Public Procurement Code
and the issuance of the
Court of Auditors’ prior
approval for each contract,”
the ministry of national
defence told Lusa, saying
that there is an expectation
that “aircraft will be
available as soon as
possible.”

This year, the firefighting
operation expects to have
61 aircraft in all, including a
helicopter for the island of
Madeira, five more than in
2018.

Also, thisyear, the Air
Force is for the first time
going to head the
management and control
of air resources to combat
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