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Taxman eyes summer

events blitz

@ CARRIE-MARIE BRATLEY

Portugal’s Finance Ministry could go ahead with a clampdown
on summer events after it was announced that tax officials
would be launching inspections on businesses linked to music

festivals and weddings.

espected business newspaper
Jornal Economico broke the news
last week that the Tax and Customs
Authority (AT) would be launching a
three-month “mega-operation” targeting
summer weddings and music festivals,
starting this coming weekend.
According to Jornal Economico, the action
aimed to tighten the reigns on wedding-
related businesses, such as catering and
entertainment companies, rental venues,
photographers and florists, as well as
activities linked to music festivals such as
ticket sales, contracts and performer
payments.
The newspaper reported that the order
came at the start of last week from regional
Finance Directorates “from practically the
whole country”, and would “be staged in
out-of-work hours with a predominance on
Saturdays”, from the second weekend of
June through September.
This news was followed later in the day by a
flurry of reports stating the Finance Ministry
had “ordered the cancellation” of the
operation.
Among them, news site Observador said:
“The Finance Ministry has revealed in reply
to Observador that it ‘issued a cancellation
order during the day when it became aware
of the scheduling’ of the inspections on
weddings and music festivals, which were
planned for the summer”.
Jornal Economico later countered with
another report maintaining the wedding
inspections would be going ahead, “but the
rule is not to bother the bride and groom at
the ceremony or at the wedding party”.
“The order for tax inspectors to avoid
‘intrusive’ behaviour was made by the Tax
Office”, the newspaper reported,
explaining “the Tax Office has asked the

Tax and Customs Authority (AT) thatits
methodology is reassessed”, and
reiterating: “Wedding inspections will
remain in place”.

News site TSF gave a different angle,
reporting that the Finance Ministry had
cancelled the clampdown on weddings, but
not inspections at festivals.

According to TSF, music festivals will still
reportedly be receiving visits from the
treasury, which will inspect ticket sales, food
and drinks areas, contracts and payments to
artists performing at around 100 events.

TSF clarified: “The early information initially
disseminated stated that enforcement
actions must comply with the principle of
proportionality between the means and the
defined purposes.

“The text went on to say that any inspection
that disrupts the normal functioning of a
wedding ceremony or party can not be
considered proportional to the objective of
monitoring compliance with tax
obligations. Nowhere, however, did the text
say that the action had been suspended.”

Debora Umbelino ‘Surma’ performs at the NOS Alive
(Photo: Lusa/Jose Sena Goulao)

Police release 17 suspected of selling fake cocaine

Spanish police have released 17 Portuguese citizens suspected of selling fake
cocaine to English supporters in Madrid during the final of the Champions League.

A police source told Lusa News Agency that
“the quality of the cocaine is being analysed”
as there are doubts as to whether it really was
adrug at all.

Spanish law enforcement officials are also
investigating whether the suspects, who are
aged between 21 and 39, are related
following reports that they were all from the
same family.

According to the newspaper El Mundo, the

Portuguese citizens were selling a gram of
white powder, which looked similar to
cocaine but had in fact been bought at the
pharmacy for 70 cents, to Tottenham and
Liverpool supporters for 20 euros.

The arrests were made by undercover
police officers who were working as part of
the security operation to prevent public order
incidents during the Champions League final
which took place in Madrid.

Zoomarine
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Festival in Oeiras. According to TSF, music festivals will still reportedly be receiving visits from the treasury.

WEATHER

Temperatures settle for the week

The recent heat wave across Portugal has now given way to more settled temperatures,
while clouds are expected to make a return to the skies, helping it to feel cooler.

Lisbon: There will be a slight
chance of rain over the weekend,
while intermittent cloud cover is
expected throughout the week.
Temperatures are to remain
steady with average highs of 22
degrees.

The South: Hazy cloud over
the weekend is set to clear by
Monday with temperatures in the
south feeling cooler than
average highs of 27 degrees
thanks to northerly winds during
the start of the week.
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The North: High cloud over
the weekend will change to
intermittent cloud cover by
Tuesday while temperatures are
set to reach average highs of 21
degrees with nightly lows of 12
degrees during the week.

&) News in Brief

Court clerks staging phased strike action

Portugal’s court clerks are today starting phased strike action which
is expected to last until 5 October. The Court Clerks’ Union (SOJ) is
staging the action to demand better salaries and the full recovery of
frozen service time, among other demands. According to the union,
the strike will take place every day between 10.05am and 10.25am,
12.30pm and 1.30m, 2.25pm and 2.45pm and between 5pm until
9am the following day.

Portugal ordered to pay €4m in 30-year land
expropriation case

The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) has ordered
Portugal to pay four million euros in compensation to a Spanish
family in a 30-year dispute related to the expropriation of land. In
addition to compensation, Portugal will also have to pay €21,000 for
moral damages and €400,000 in fees and expenses, according to
news agency Efe. In question is 24,375 square metres of land located
in the municipality of Oeiras that the family inherited.

PSP police clamping down on underage
drinking

PSP police will be boosting their presence around schools until the
end of the school year. Officers will be staging a series of interventions
targeting the selling and consumption of alcohol among minors. The
‘End of Year’ operation runs until 21 June throughout the country and
aims to increase the sense of security among the school community.

Cyber-security centre to launch portal for
companies

Portugal’s National Cyber-security centre is to launch a portal by
October for cyber-security in companies to assess organisations’
needs in terms of capacity and skills. The portal will have a
questionnaire for companies to see their level of maturity in different
areas of cyber-security said the coordinator of the centre, Lino Santos.
Santos said that the portal would help companies know what
capacities and skills they needed to attain certain maturities, namely
in information management.

52,400 Portuguese register for settled status
in the UK

The British government has received 52,400 applications for settled
status from Portuguese citizens living in the UK, which is mandatory
after Brexit, according to the Home Secretary. The ministry said that
65 percent, about 34,300 Portuguese applications, were delivered in
one month since the scheme to resolve the migration status was
begun on 30 March and until 30 April. The Portuguese authorities
estimate that 400,000 nationals live in the UK.
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Good drivers could recover points on licences

Three years after the points-from-licences system came into force to
penalise offending motorists, good drivers could see their good driving
skills rewarded.

Exemplary drivers who have never lost any points on their driving licenses could be awarded three
extra points. (Photo: Lusa/Miguel A. Lopes)

ccording to reports,
exemplary drivers who
have never lost any
points on their driving
licenses could be awarded three
extra points.
Diario de Noticias (DN)
explained that drivers with a
clean licence for the past three
years could have 15 points - as
opposed to the standard starting
point of 12 - and can be
considered as an exemplary
driver, “or at least a driver who
has not committed any serious
or very serious infractions in the
lastthree years”.
The possibility of adding these
three points to individual
registrations on the Offences
Portal was provided for with the
coming into force of the point
system - which happened on 1
June, 2016 - and logged in
Decree Law 114/94, 3 May, of
the current Road Code.
DN’s report goes on to explain
that in article 148, paragraph 5,
which explains the points system
and the suspension of driving
licences, if, “at the end of each
three-year period, there is no
record of serious or very serious
misconduct or road crimes on
the offences register, three

points are awarded to the driver,
and the maximum limit of fifteen
points may not be exceeded in
accordance with Article 121a (2).”
“For example, ifin 2019 a
motorist with 15 points commits
an offence that ‘costs’ three or
more points, and until 2022 does
not break the Road Code again,
they can regain the three-point
bonus”, the piece clarified.

At present, a serious offence
implies the subtraction of two or
three points from the driver's
licence, while very serious
offences involve the subtraction of
up to five points.

By default all licences start with
12 points, and if or when all 12
points are lost, drivers are obliged
to hand in their licences and re-sit
classes to get it back.

According to a statement from the
National Road Safety Authority
(ANSR), since the point system
came into force three years ago,
505 driving licences have been
withdrawn and 968 cases are still
being investigated.

Of the approximately 80,000
drivers already punished with the
subtraction of points, more than
60 percent lost only two,
corresponding to a serious
offence.

HANC

-l o

SimplyscreenS

mosquito screens with style

Summer train shortage looking likely

The government has conceded that there could be a
shortage of trains during summer, admitting that there may
be disruptions and disturbances to services.
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The office of Infrastructures and

Habitation Minister Pedro Nuno Santos,

has admitted that there is the possibility
of a summer train shortage, newspaper
Expresso reports, casing grievances to
summer travellers and city workers.

This is chiefly due to a general lack of
trains and a personnel shortage,
causing many routes to be suppressed.

The SFRCI Railroad Union recently
suspended the notice of strike
scheduled for last week, after the
Government agreed to “hire
operational workers” and boost other
necessary areas within national rail
company CP.

The Government had in a statement
referred to the suspension of this notice

of strike, saying it is “analysing and
developing a set of measures” to
respond to the operational and
personnel needs of CP.

Last week Minister Santos publicly
apologised for the poor quality of
Portugal’s public transports.

However, the apology came before CP
suppressed more of its rail services this
week, on Tuesday, reducing the number
of services on its busy Lisbon-Sintra line
by half, between 23 June and 7
September, and largely during rush
hour.

The company is justifying the move,
which includes reduced ticket office
customer services too, with a drop in
demand from students during summer.
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