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Councils call for
abandoned land
reuse rules

CARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEYNNNNN

The president of the National Association of Portuguese
Municipalities (ANMP) has called for the creation of public
policies that “stimulate land economics”

Speaking at a press conference in
Coimbra, after attending a meeting of
the ANMP Board of Directors, Manuel
Machado said: “In our view, it is

necessary to create public policies that
induce land economics so that abandoned
land can be reused”.
He said there are situations “where
landowners do not know they own the land or
are unable to take on the management of
their properties”.
He added that a bill currently being debated
in Parliament on the topic “is a major step
forward”. The head of the ANMP appealed to
“all political parties with representation in
Parliament to see the problem [of unclaimed
land] from the point of view that [reusing] it
will contribute towards the security and civil
protection of communities”.
“Land is an important asset; it is useful when
land is productive and not left sitting idle”
particularly at times of the year such as early
summer, Mr. Machado argued,
notwithstanding the recently-introduced
land-cleaning law to prevent and combat
forest fires.
“A takeover of abandoned land by the State is,
in our view, a very, very important issue”
pressed the ANMP president, who is also the
Mayor of Coimbra.
He clarified that common land is not being
called into the equation “because this type of
land has a management of its own; it has an
entity of its own, [and is] protected by law” and
in his view must continue “as it has hitherto”.
However, he elaborated, “there are other
areas of land”, in some cases “many
hectares, thousands and thousands of

hectares of land, that is abandoned” and for
reasons that “are known”, but lack measures
to resolve the situation.
During the ANMP’s meeting it also analysed
a draft decree-law to “establish a legal
regime for the production of water from
treated waste-water, for reuse for various
purposes”, such as irrigation of public
gardens or urban and industrial cleaning.
The municipalities agree with “the possibility
of the correct use of this water, as long as
harmful effects are avoided for individual and
public health as well as for the environment”,
Manuel Machado said.
This draft legislation “is an appropriate
strategy for the better management of
national water resources and for the
country’s adaptation to climate change”, but,
nonetheless, the ANMP put forward a
number of “suggestions that could improve
the proposal and [the waste-water’s] reuse by
public systems and by populations”.
To this end, the ANMP will seek “further
clarification” from the Government “on the
model to be employed to operationally this
new supply system”, in particular on its
financing.
In related news, the first ever ‘urban cleaning
association’ in Portugal has this week been
launched.
It groupa together 12 municipalities “to
facilitate and accelerate the necessary
change in services and the habits of citizens”
to promote cleaner towns and cities.
The ‘Limpeza Urbana – Parceria para
Cidades + Inteligentes e Sustentáveis’
association also wants to create
partnerships to achieve more intelligent and

sustainable cities.
The association for now involves the
municipalities and municipal companies of
Águeda, Braga, Cascais, Estarreja, Funchal
(Madeira), Lagoa and Madalena (both in the
Azores archipelago), Mafra, Portimão, Loulé,
Santarém and Viana do Castelo.
“The idea of creating the association has the
main objective of bringing together all the
stakeholders of urban cleanliness to facilitate
and accelerate the necessary change in
services and the habits of citizens” explained
the president of the association, Luís
Almeida Capão.
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A mixed bag of weather across Portugal

Ronaldo 2nd highest paid sportsman in the world
Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo was the second highest

paid sportsman in the world between June 2018 and June 2019,
earning 96.3 million euros. According to the annual ranking published
by Forbes magazine, for the first time Messi is the highest place on the
podium, with a yield of 112.2 million euros, 81.2 million euros in
wages and prizes and 31 million euros in sponsorship.

Portugal welcomes returning emigrants with
‘open arms’

Portugal’s government has reaffirmed that the country welcomes
with “open arms” all emigrants who want to return, reinforcing the idea
that Portugal “is a bigger country” with all its communities.  “The
government has in place policies to support and guarantee the return
[of emigrants] to Portugal,” the secretary of state for communities
abroad, José Luís Carneiro, said according to the text provided to
Lusa.  “Portugal’s arms are open to those who want to return. Of all
generations and of all social classes.”

Foreigner dies at Lisbon airport
A foreign national died at Lisbon airport last Friday, after collapsing

due to complications resulting from having ingested drugs in order to
transport them inside his body.  “The SEF at Lisbon airport barred a
foreign citizen from entering [the country] for being unable to prove the
purpose of their stay in Portugal, who eventually collapsed due to
complications arising from carrying narcotics inside his body,” the
service said in a statement. Despite several attempts at resuscitation,
the SEF said, the passenger died

Light aircraft collides with cars on A12
motorway

A light aircraft landed on the A12 motorway, near Pinhal Novo,
Setúbal district, colliding with two cars that were driving on the road,
according to the authorities.  An official source at the National Civil
Protection Authority told Lusa that the aircraft touched down on the
southbound carriageway on Monday, crashing into two vehicles in the
process. Two people were injured in the incident and investigators
were sent to examine the site.

TAP expects 1 million more passengers in 2019
Portugal’s national airline group, TAP, should close this year with an

increase of between 800,000 and one million passengers compared
to the previous year, according to the CEO of the company, Antonoaldo
Neves.  TAP carried 15.8 million passengers in 2018, 1.5 million or
10.4 percent more than in 2017.  In statements to journalists, before
the departure of TAP’s inaugural flight to San Francisco, the CEO said
that in May TAP had already carried 200,000 passengers more than
last year.
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Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Intermittent cloud
cover is expected throughout the
week in the capital where
temperatures are set to hit
average highs of 25 degrees and
nightly lows of 14 degrees.

The SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe SouthThe South: High cloud cover
during the weekend is to clear on
Monday to be followed by
intermittent cloud.  Highs are on
the rise, peaking at 29 degrees
by the end of the week.

The NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe North: Rain is predicted
for most of the week in the north
with the only dry day expected on
Sunday.  Temperatures are to
reach average highs of 20
degrees and lows of 11 degrees.
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Cocaine in Europe at an ‘all-time high’

Abuse of power investigated by police

According to this year’s European Drug Report ‘both the number of seizures and the volumes seized´ of cocaine in the
continent have reached unprecedented figures.

Portugal is once
again at the
forefront of
European
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central regions of Portugal as part of an investigation into abuse of powercentral regions of Portugal as part of an investigation into abuse of powercentral regions of Portugal as part of an investigation into abuse of powercentral regions of Portugal as part of an investigation into abuse of powercentral regions of Portugal as part of an investigation into abuse of power
and corruption.and corruption.and corruption.and corruption.and corruption.

The operation, dubbed ‘Final
Route’, also included searches in
public institutions and companies
and was carried out by inspectors
from the PJ’s northern directorate,
with the support of several other
criminal investigation departments,

as part of an investigation overseen
by the Coimbra office of public
prosecutions.

Altogether, 50 searches were
carried out, involving 200 PJ
members, computer experts, and
financial and accounting experts.

PJ police stated that the
investigation centred around
alleged fraudulent schemes
relating to public contracting
procedures including companies
being given privileged
information regarding contracts

and awarding undue financial
compensation to companies.

The 18 councils targeted were
those of Águeda, Almeida,
Armamar, Belmonte, Barcelos,
Braga, Cinfães, Fundão, Guarda,
Lamego, Moimenta da Beira,

Oleiros, Oliveira de Azemeis,
Oliveira do Bairro, Sertã, Soure,
Pinhel and Tarouca.

The investigation continues “to
determine all criminal conduct,
its scope and those active in it,”
the PJ said in a statement.

defense against drug
trafficking. In various
uncoordinated operations
across the country the

GNR (National Republican
Guard) made a grand total
of twenty-five arrests,
based on the enforcement

of eighty-one warrants.
As a result, more than
seven hundred doses of
cocaine were seized,
alongside one hundred
and twenty-three kilograms
of hashish, four firearms,
and over thirty-two
thousand Euros in cash.
The largest of these
operations, enacted in the
city of Santa Maria da
Feira, was the product of a
two year-long investigation
involving two hundred and
twenty-five GNR military
staff, working across six
territorial jurisdictions and
supported by the PSP
(Public Safety Police)
police forces.
The actions by police in
Portugal reflect findings in
this year’s European Drug
Report which found that
‘both the number of

seizures and the volumes
seized´ of cocaine in the
continent have reached
unprecedented figures.
The report highlights the
emergence of smaller
groups into the market,
coupled with innovative
ways of using
technological tools such as
social media or
cryptocurrencies, as being
partly responsible for the
increase.
Cannabis also held a
prominent spot in the
report, which labelled it
‘one of the longest-
established drugs in
Europe’. The illicit
substance was also
mentioned with regards to
the ever-increasing
prominence it is having
within the context of
international policy shifts

geared at exploring its
alleged therapeutic
benefits.
Over two thirds of all
seizures made in the
European Union were
made across the UK, Spain
and France, with cannabis
accounting for over sixty per
cent of the goods
intercepted by police forces
across the continent.
The Director for the
European Monitoring
Centre for Drugs and Drug
Addiction, Alexis Goosdeel,
claims that ‘not only are
there signs of increased
availability of established
plant-based drugs like
cocaine, but we are also
witnessing an evolving
market where synthetic
drugs and drug production
within Europe are growing
in importance.’
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