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Red-Tide Scare

closes Algarve @

beaches

The algae affected bathers and shellfish alike

eaches between Faro
Island and Albufeira, in
the Algarve, were closed
to swimmers this week
due to the appearance of ared
algae thought to be potentially
dangerous to health. The
decision to close the beaches to
bathers was made in the areas
where the algae was found to
be most dense.
The public-health scare
eventually subsided on
Wednesday, once the
toxicological analysis proved
the substances to be harmless.
Consequently, beachgoers
have been given their green flag
back, allowing them to bathe in
the waters of the Atlantic once
more.
José Pacheco, Director of the
Portuguese Environment

Agency (APA), said that the
“bathing ban on beaches
between the Deserta Island
(Faro) and the Acgoteias beach
(Albufeira) should be lifted”.
The lab tests were carried out
by the Portuguese Sea and
Atmosphere Institute (IPMA)
and the Regional Health
Authority, who did “not find any
cases describing human
intoxication on behalf of the
observed toxin”.

In spite of having granted
permission for reopening
beaches to bathers, the APA still
urges swimmers to be cautious,
and to even avoid areas with a
greater intensity of algae
present, especially when it
comes to “children and other
vulnerable persons”.
Moreover, the red-tide scare

VIRIATO

affected more than just
beachgoers, with restrictions
being extended towards the
harvest and commercialisation
of some species of shellfish.
The ban was imposed on the
coastal areas comprised
between Faro and Olhéo,
where some types of clam were
already under restrictive
guidelines due to the presence
of lipophilic toxins.

There are also further
restrictions on the collection of
certain shellfish species in
other areas of the Algarve, such
as Tavira and Lagos. The IPMA
warned that, in case any toxic
values are detected closer to
the allowed limit, “there will be
an evaluation of cautionary
interdictions in place” which
can be extended to other areas.

Red flags were flying at beaches betweer
(Photo: Lusa/Luis Forra)
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An Iberian approach to healthcare and research

The regions of Northern Portugal and
Galiza try to homogenise health

The goal is clear: put an end to all existing
asymmetries between health institutions in
Northern Portugal and the Spanish region of
Galiza. ) )

Since 2017 the CODIGOMAIS project has
been working towards the creation of a
transnational strategic plan that would
standardise systems of hospital
investigation and assistance. The project,
which has received over two million Euros in

funding, outlines practical solutions to be put
in practice within the span of five years,
depending on political will.

Pedro Augusto, Professor at the University
of Porto, who is directly involved in the
project said the ‘ultimate goal is that, as
soon as the project is concluded, the
political players are made aware of it, and
then somehow implement it’.

Alongside CODIGOMAIS there will also be
nine other entrepreneurial projects across
the regions, as well as a web platform
(HIPOD - Health Innovation & Partnership

Opportunities Database).

In Portugal, the entities involved in the
project are the Medicine College of the Porto
University, the Braga Clinical Academic
Centre, the International Nanotechnology
Laboratory and the Health Cluster Portugal -
Association of the Health Competitive Hub.

While the Spanish players involved are the
Vigo University, the Santiago de Compostela
University, the Galician Agency for Health
Knowledge and Management, and the Life
Sciences Entrepreneurial Technological
Cluster.
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Dive in the most exciting Waves of Fun in the Algarve!

You can't miss in 2019 the amazing new adventures
"Jurassic River', an aquatic journey to the period of
the giants that inhabited Earth millions of years ago

| and "Sea Adventures', a surprising new presentation

with Seals and Sea-Lions!

Come aboard the wonderful world of Zoomarine
and be prepared to live an unique and unforgettable
experience with both family and friends.

Present this voucher at the theme park ticket office until

30/11/2019 for 1 day ticket.

€3 discount on the purchase of a normal ticket or
€2 discount on the purchase of a junior or senior ticket.
Valid up to a maximum of 4 tickets to the theme park.
Not valid with other discounts or promotions.



 Faro and Albufeira until 19 June, following ther detection of a red algae in the ocean.

News

The Portugal News ¢ 22 Jun 2019 3

&) News in Brief

WEATHER

Sunshine in the south and rain in the north

The rain clouds are to clear in the south of Portugal and temperatures are on the rise
however, in the north, rain will continue throughout the week.

The North: It is set to be a wet
week in the north of Portugal with
rain predicted to start on Sunday
and continue for the rest of the
week. Temperatures are to peak
at 21 degrees with lows of 15
degrees.

The South: High
temperatures are to return to the
south of Portugal over the
weekend with highs of 30
degrees and lows of 17. No
more rain is predicted for the
week, although high cloud cover
is expected on Sunday.

Lisbon: Sunshine on
Saturday is to be followed by rain
on Sunday in the capital with
more showers predicted for the
start of the week. Temperatures
are to remain steady with
average highs of 24 degrees and
lows of 16 degrees.
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Portuguese population shrinking

The resident population in Portugal continues to fall, but at a slower
rate and last year the estimated figure was 10,276,617 people The
Portuguese National Statistics Institute (INE) said the slow-down in
2018 was because of more migration (from 4,886 people in 2017 to
11,570 in 2018), while the natural balance worsened from -23,432
people in 2017 t0 -25,980 in 2018). The INE figures showed that the
Portuguese population is also getting older as the population under
15 fell to 1,407,566 (16,330 fewer) and the population aged 65 or over
increased to 2,244,225 people (30,951 more).

Portugal Brexit proofs voting

Portugal and the United Kingdom have signed a bilateral
agreement guaranteeing citizens of both countries the right to
participate in local elections, either as voters or as candidates,
following the departure of the UK from the European Union (Brexit).
The bilateral agreement establishes the continuity of the legal
framework regarding participation of Portugal’s and UK’s nationals
residing in the territory of the other country in local elections after the
UK leaves the EU. With this agreement, it is also ensured that
nationals of Portugal and the UK elected in the last local elections
held in their territory, before Brexit, can finish their mandates.

Madonna set to stay put in Portugal

Madonna has denied rumours that she is looking to leave Portugal,
her home of two years. This follows her saying that she had initially
taken time to settle down after coming to Portugal and suggestions in
March that she was packing up for good. But the situation apparently
improved after she started forging contacts with local artists.
According to Visdo magazine, another reason for her staying is that
her son, David Banda, is enrolled at the Benfica football academy in
Seixal, just south of Lisbon

Extra checks at slaughterhouses

Checks are being stepped up in slaughterhouses and on game
products for the restaurant trade in a move to stop the spread of
African swine fever. The action plan for 2019-2021 the prevention of
African swine fever, published in the state journal, also provides for
other measures such as extra road checks on the transport of boars
and hunted species and the reduction of boar populations. In the bill,
the minister of agriculture, Luis Capoulas Santos, recalls that African
swine fever “continues to expand worldwide with the occurrence of
new outbreaks” in Europe, among both farmed pigs and boars.

Portugal has 80% of water needed for summer

Portugal’s environment minister has said that the country has 80
percent of the water it needs to get through summer without any major
shortages. Minister Matos Fernandes conceded that there may be
some small clusters where the population increases in summer
where water shortages may occur, but the long-term solution is to
save. The most critical reservoir at present is Monte da Rocha, in the
municipality of Ourique, which for the past four months has been at
just 11 percent of its maximum capacity.

ing to preserve the planet is a mission we must all embrace.
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Portuguese c1
aiding ISIS

n a statement, national
authorities said they carried
out the police action here in
Portugal, in the early hours of
Sunday morning, responding “to
a house search where the
suspect was” to be found.
They did not, however, specify the
exact location of the raid.
The defendant appeared in court

on Monday and in view of the
evidence presented by the
authorities, was remanded in
custody pending trial by the
investigating judge.

Respected online newssite
Diario de Noticias (DN)
elaborated, stating the detainee
is Portuguese and is understood
to have helped the so-called

DN claims
the accused
lived in
Portugal
for awhile,
before
heading for
Syria in
2013 to
fight for
Islamic
Phov

oto:
?&; I M Lusa)
‘Leyton Cell’ in England, which
comprised six suspected
Portuguese jihadists from the
Sintra area and was the target of
criminal investigations by
Portugal’s Public Prosecutor.
The ‘Leyton Cell’ encompassed
brothers Celso and Edgar Costa;
Sadjo Turé, Fabio Pogas, Sandro
Monteiro and Nero Saraiva.

Ofthose six, only the latter is
reportedly still alive, although he
is thought to have been seriously
injured in Baghdad in an attack
by allied forces.

Edgar and Celso moved to
London in early 2000 and are
believed to have been converted
circa 2006.

In 2008 they are understood to
have travelled to Morocco, where
they lived for about six months.
They would visit family in Sintra
and return to Leyton, where,
according to DN, they ran a
network of young Muslim
foreigners who wanted to enter
ISIS ranks.

DN claims they eventually lived in
Portugal for a while, with their
newborn children and wives,
before heading for Syria in 2013 to
fight for Islamic State.

According to investigations by
magazine Sabado and
newspaper Expresso, the Costa
brothers were considered
“influential” in the hierarchy of the
terrorist organisation.

Edgar is said to have gained
military experience in Africa,
where he joined a militia of the
radical group Al-Shabaab in
Somalia and Tanzania.

In March 2014, DN reports, Celso

zen arrested on suspicion of

Portugal's PJ police have arrested a Portuguese national who is believed to have been
living in the UK for a number of years, on suspicion of aiding Islamic State (ISIS).

appeared on YouTube calling on
Muslims around the world to enlist
in ISIS. Last summer he appeared
in three photos hugging Fabio
Pocas and Deso Dogg, a German
rapper who became a member of
Islamic State.

This week’s PJ operation, staged
in an unspecified location in
Portugal, was carried out by the
PJ’s National Terrorism
Combating Unit (UNCT), within
the scope of an investigation
spearheaded by the Central
Department of Investigation and
Criminal Action (DCIAP).
According to a joint statement
from the PJ and the Attorney
General’s Office, the action was
staged “within the remit of a
criminal investigation involving
terrorist crimes, namely the
involvement of national citizens
in the ranks of the Islamic State”.
It elaborated that “the defendant
has been living in the United
Kingdom for several years, and
from there he has carried out
various activities for Islamic
State, namely as a support and
facilitator for the movement of
other nationals to the territories of
Iraq and of northern Syria”.

It stressed that an investigation in
Portugal is still ongoing.

Portugal and Spain join forces for

Iberianrivers

The two neighbours embarked on a cooperative project of good practices

Portugal joins forces against
environmental crimes

Portugal joins the international fight against environmental crime with a

The Aguamundam
project was born out of the
collaboration between
Portugal and Spain. The
project aims at protecting
the environment through
the better management of
transnational rivers’
waters.

Aquamundam promotes
the rational use of water
through the development
of new methodologies and
tools alongside the
valuation of existing
techniques, in order to

ultimately culminate in a
comprehensive report by
the end of the year.
According to José Alfeu
Marques, a field specialist
at the University of Coimbra
and author of the
Portuguese manual of
good practices, the two
countries are not alike in
how they deal with their
national water systems.
The specialist claimed the
Spaniards ‘have a big
water problem because of
their agriculture, but they

handle even worse than we
do the question of the
urban water cycle’.
Nelson Geada,
President of the Aguas do
Centro Litoral (Central
Coastal Waters)
subscribes to that idea,
saying that ever since the
eighties Spain was
already focused on its
‘agricultural problem’.
Portugal, on the other
hand, is ‘at Europe’s
vanguard’ of the water
sector, Geada concluded.

At the start of June, the GNR (National
Republican Guard) hosted a meeting of
the Europe Latin America Assistance
Program against Transnational
Organized Crime (EL PAcCTO), which
promotes cooperation between Europe
and Latin America in the prevention and
combat against environmental crimes.

EL PAcCTO is a mutual assistance
programme signhed between Europe and
18 Latin American countries, focusing on
swapping intelligence, development of
joint operations, exchange of experience
and good practices, and the facilitation of
international cooperation.

multinational mutual assistance programme.

After drug trafficking and contraband,
environmental crime is the third most
profitable practice in the world for
organised crime groups. Activities such as
illegal wood and exotic protected species
trafficking, or clandestine gold mining
have an estimated net worth between one
hundred and ten, and two hundred and
eighty one billion dollars.

The meeting hosted by the GNR tackled
issues such as the mapping of
transnational clandestine routes, the
nature of criminal organisations, and the
development of international cooperative
frameworks to combat crime.
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Situated in a prestigious residential
area on the outskirts of Lagos

PRIME POSITION
Just a 3 minute walk to the
beautiful Porto de Mds beach

Balconies, shaded terrace, BBQ
area and heated swimming pool
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4 Bedroom Beachside
Villa in Porto de Mos
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