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Portuguese national extradited for
recruiting bogus brides

A Portuguese citizen suspected of recruiting bogus brides for sham
In Lisbon and extradited to Belgium.

marriages was arrested

In a statement, SEF Borders
and Immigration Service says the
arrest was carried out in
compliance with a European
arrest warrant as part of
operation ‘Amouda’, which in
January this year led to the arrest
and pre-trial detention, also in
Lisbon, of four other persons
indicted for crimes associated
with illegal immigration,
falsification or counterfeiting of
documents, marriages of
convenience and criminal
association.

News site Diario de Noticias
reports SEF further revealed that
four of its inspectors last week
collaborated on seven house
searches in the German towns of
Karlsruhe, Aalen, Freiburg and
Mahlberg, as part of
investigations.

The operation resulted in the
seizure of various documents
“proving the activity of this
network, including fake marriage

certificates, passports of

WEATHER

Portuguese citizens, proof of
travel payments and receipts of
money sent between members
of the network, as well as diverse
equipment such as smartphones
and laptops” the statement
detailed.

“These searches have made it
possible to establish links
between ongoing research
carried out by SEF and other
investigations taking place in
Germany” it elaborated.

SEF recalls that, in January this
year, it launched the ‘Amouda’
operation with backing from
Europol and Eurojust.

This operation allowed the
dismantling of a network
dedicated to the recruitment of
Portuguese women who
travelled to Belgium and
Germany, to marry third
nationals, in order to facilitate
their legalisation in those
countries, to open businesses
and obtain Social Security
benefits.

The Portuguese women, the
statement elaborated, were
recruited to marry men from
South Asia who they did not
know, and would receive around
five thousand euros for doing so.

“The couple would then travel
to Belgium, where the
Indonesian citizens would
attempt to become legalised
through marriage to an EU
citizen, which allowed the
husbands to remain in the
European Union, obtain
residence permits, and then
obtain illicit profits through social
benefits” the report explained.

The Portuguese branch of the
network reportedly “recruited the
women, falsified certificates and
organised the wives’ journeys”.

The start of these
investigations dates back to
2016, after Belgian authorities
detected a suspicious increase
in the number of marriage
certificates issued in Portugal,
which turned out to be fake.

Summer comes to the Algarve

High temperatures and clear skies are expected for most of the week in the Algarve while
the weather will remain unsettled in the north with a chance of rain.

Lisbon: A mixture of sunshine and
clouds is expected in the capital for
the entire week, with the only day
filled with blue skies predicted for
Tuesday. Temperatures are to
remain steady with maximums
around the 26 degree mark and
lows of 17 degrees.

The South: Temperatures
reaching highs of 30 degrees on
Saturday will fall on Sunday as
clouds appear for the day. The
clouds are set to disappear on
Monday for the rest of the week and
temperatures will return to highs of
30 degrees and lows of 19 degrees.

The North: Intermittent cloud is
expected for the entire week in the
north with temperatures reaching
highs of 24 and lows of 16. There
will be a slight chance of rain on
Monday with the probability of a
downpour increasing as the week
develops.

Calls to pre

Mineral exploration in the cc

company based in the

United Arab Emirates,

Exchange Minerals Ltd,

has made a formal
request to mine on Portuguese
soil. The request was made to
excavate for minerals such as
gold, copper, silver, and zinc,
across a total area of four
hundred and ten square
kilometres.

The Left Bloc (BE) party has
already come forward against
the prospect of such
development, basing such
opposition mainly on
environmental grounds.
According to Pedro Soares, a
BE Member of Parliament,
there is an inherent
contradiction between the
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possibility of having a mine of
such a “brutal dimension with
the goals that have been
published by the Government
with regard to fighting climate
change”.

The Evora Town Hall and
environmentalist association
Quercus have now exercised
their right, within the terms of
public consultation, to officially
oppose the proposed
exploration. The Town Hall
justified its opposition by
saying that the attribution of a
mining license “is against the
interests of the population of
the Evora Council and the
region as a whole”.

Quercus cited “enormous
environmental impacts” as

L3
Protestors from both Spain and Portugal come &
together to oppose the mining of uranium in the
Salamanca region which could potentially affect the
environment and lives of those living in both
countries. (Photo: Lusa/Miguel Pereira Da Silva)

vent mineral mining in Portugal

part of its oppositional
stance, while also appealing
to the Government to reject
Exchange Mineral’s
ambitions altogether.

Moreover, 1,500 people
have protested against the
exploration of uranium in the
Spanish locality of Zahinos, a
few kilometres from the
Portuguese border.

Among the protesters were
local Portuguese politicians
and Spanish municipal
Presidents. At the heart of the
protests were concerns of
both social and an
environmental nature.

According to the Iberian
Energy Observatory, uranium
destroys its mining

untry is being opposed by residents, councils and environmental groups.

VIRIATO
VILLAS-BOAS

surroundings, allowing highly
radioactive substances to
infiltrate and contaminate
water and land, consequently
also reaching animals and
people.

Politically, the issue is of a
complex nature, considering
that even though the uranium
mines can negatively impact
Portuguese territory and
populations, Spain has no
obligation to neither consult
nor consider its neighbour
because the excavations
would sit within its sovereign
borders.

b

&) News in Brief

Portugal 8" best for water

Portugal is the eighth best country in the EU when it comes to bathing
waters, with 91.1 percent of the 608 areas surveyed in 2018 registering
as “excellent”. According to data published by the European
Commission and the European Environment Agency, 554 (91.1percent)
of the 608 Portuguese bathing areas monitored last year were
“excellent”. The EU average last year was 85.1 percent, a slight increase
(by one percentage point) compared to 2017. Overall, 95.4 percent of the
21,831 bathing areas monitored in the 28 Member States meet the
minimum quality requirements under the EU rules.

Governmentblamed for Tagus ferry chaos

Portugal’s main opposition party, the centre-right PSD, has called on
the Socialist government to adopt extraordinary measures to respond to
the calamitous situation in the Portuguese transport sector, particularly
the Tagus ferries in Lisbon. The gauntlet was thrown down by Emidio
Guerreiro MP who explained that the situation with the Tagus ferries was
due to a complete lack of investment by this government over and above
difficulties that had been accumulated earlier. He also raised his
concerns about the public tenders that are just now being launched and
whether they would have any effect.

Road deaths continuetorise

The number of fatalities on Portugal’s roads has been increasing the
past three years after decades of improvements. The National Road
Safety Authority also confirmed that one in five people who died in
collisions in 2018 had been driving under the influence of alcohol. There
was also an increase in drivers found to have consumed cannabis before
getting behind the wheel. Overall, road deaths have risen by eight
percentto 212 in relation to last year.

Citizensshould be pleased with budget

Portugal’s president has said that all Portuguese should be pleased
with the budget figures. But, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa reflected, every
silver lining has a cloud and some expenses have had to be pushed back
to later in the year. Portugal had a budget surplus of 0.4 percent of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) up until March, compared with a 1 percent
deficit in the same period last year, which exceeded the 0.2 percent the
government had forecast for the year as a whole.

14 detained on suspicion of €6.5M tax fraud

Portugal’s Policia Judiciaria said that it had detained 14 people on
suspicion of tax fraud, criminal association and money laundering.
According to a PJ statement, the detainees, aged between 20 and 77,
“are suspected of belonging to an organised network that has, since at
least 2017, been dedicated to intra-Community [European Union] VAT
fraud in the acquisition of telecommunications equipment.” To that end,
“they resorted to the successive constitution of single-person companies
without any real activity and the subsequent issuing of invoices without
the value of VAT being handed over to the state coffers, with a loss of more
than six and a half million euros having been calculated so far.”
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José Luis Carneiro, highlighted that
remittances from Portuguese nationals
abroad have grown continuously since
2015, to more than €3.54 billion last year.
(Photo: Lusa/Anténio Cotrim)

Portuguese emigrants sending

more money home &

CARRIE-MARIE
BRATLEY

The amount of money being sent by Portuguese emigrants back to their
homeland has risen, with remittances having increased by 23.6 percent in

the space of a year.

ata from the Bank of
Portugal, divulged on
Tuesday by newspaper
Expresso, showed
remittances sent by Portuguese
nationals working abroad
increased from €289 million in
April last year, to €357.6 million
in April this year, representing an
increase of 23.6 percent.

This follows comments earlier
this month from Portugal’s State
Secretary for Communities
Abroad, José Luis Carneiro, who
highlighted that remittances
from Portuguese nationals
abroad have grown continuously
since 2015, to more than €3.54
billion last year.

That, he stressed, was in the
aftermath of the global financial
crash and economic crisis that
followed and hit Portugal’s
financial system hard.

Carneiro was speaking at a
presentation on a meeting of
diaspora investors planned for

24 to 26 July in Madeira.

Inversely, money being sent by
foreign nationals living in
Portugal to their countries of
origin decreased from 42.4
million in April last year to 35.8
million in April 2019; a drop of
15.4 percent.

Also of relevance is the fact
that money being sent to
Portugal from Portuguese
nationals working in African
countries is tumbling notably.

Angola, it was stressed, is one
of the main examples, with
remittances from Portuguese
workers in that African country
having plunged by over 59
percent in April this year.

According to the Bank of
Portugal, remittances from
Portuguese emigrants working
in Angola dropped by 59.1
percent in 12 months, from
€22.78 million in April last year
to €9.31 million in April this year.

In the opposite direction, but

also experiencing the same
trend, there was a fall in the
amount of money sent to Angola
by immigrants in Portugal, which
slumped from €920,000 in April
last year to €840,000 in April
2019.

Portuguese-speaking African
countries are one of the main
destinations for national
emigration and where there has
been a major drop in the
sending of money back to
Portugal.

As with Angola, remittances
from Portuguese working in
Portuguese Speaking African
Countries (PALOP) as a whole
plummeted by 57.4 percent,
from €23.55 million to €10.04
million in the 12 months from
April 2018 to April of this year.

There are currently some 5.7
million Portuguese nationals
and descendants of Portuguese
citizens who identify as

Portuguese around the world.

Portugal wants to be ‘important
player’ in outer space

Portugal sets its aims on Space at international fair. The
Minister for Science, Technology and Higher Education,
Manuel Heitor, was at the Paris Air Show in France to
promote Portugal as a an ‘important player’ in Space.

Heitor claims that the world
is entering a new Space era,
especially in the field of Earth-
monitoring, and Portugal ‘is
attracting European and
North-American companies
and consortiums’ to that end.

In Portugal’s stand at the
international fair, the Minister
asked the boards of several
companies to share their
experiences of working and
investing in Portugal. Also at
the fair, the Azores Satellite

Launch Programme and the
Portugal Space agency were
officially unveiled to the world.
Throughout the weekend
Manuel Heitor held multiple
meetings with
representatives of
international companies at
the Portuguese Embassy in
Paris. The Minister’s visit to
France concluded with the
signing of Portugal Space’s
first bilateral agreement with
the French Space Agency.

Parliament to approve free

school books

The measures were proposed by the Communists and

the Left Bloc

Parliament approved the
measures suggested by the PCP
(Portuguese Communist Party)
and the BE (Left Bloc), which see
that schoolbooks will be free in
public schools. The measure
would cover manuals for all the
mandatory schooling years,
which in Portugal are up until
twelfth grade, the last year of
secondary education.

The approved proposals will
now be forwarded for discussion

in the parliamentary commission
on Education.

The proposals also include the
modality of book-lending, which
students, after completing the
school year, return their manuals
to the school in order for them to
be used by their upcoming
colleagues.

The measures are being
pushed under the guise of social
justice, and even environmental
protection.

Briton treated in London after

Algarveholiday

The pensioner went to Portimdo Hospital, but gave up
after being told to wait for up to 10 hours.

While visiting her son in the Algarve Joan Edith Whitehorn, 84,
started to gag while eating pork chops. Although she could breathe
well, the octogenarian was still taken to the Portimdo A&E, where she
was told she would have to wait up to ten hours before seeing a

specialist.

Since the family was bound to return to the UK the next day, it was
decided that they would head to the airport instead.

According to reports, upon arrival, Joan went to the Princess Royal
University Hospital, where doctors found and surgically removed a

bone lodged in her throat.

The pensioner has since fully recovered.

6»-.-“_\...4 o ;__.‘s.&:i)?"

NOW IN MoN_CHIQUE_{

A

PROPERT Yacawe
SPECIALISTS

+351 967 392 946

: liz@propertyspecialistsalgarve.com

AMI 12943



