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Mind the gender
pay gap
Men in Portugal continue to earn on average €150 a month more
than women in the country.

Latest figures on the gender pay gap in
Portugal have revealed that women
earn 15 percent less than men,
translating to receiving €150 less than

their male counterparts each month.
According to data released by the government
in their Barometer of Remuneration
Differences between men and women, in 2017
the average salary for a man in Portugal stood
at €1,008.80 per month, compared to only
€859.10 for women.
The report claims that when taking into account
differences between men and women, such as
professional qualifications, literacy or seniority
in employment, that the difference between the
genders then drops to 11.25% in pay.
“There are factors that explain the gap  -
different levels of qualification or differences of
a professional nature - but after correcting all of
this there still remains an inexplicable
difference, which can sometimes be explained
by being acts of wage discrimination,” said
Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social
Security, José Vieira da Silva.
The minister pointed to combating wage
differentials between men and women as a
priority and argued that “this barometer
brings more information about the nature” of
this inequality, adding that in the future there
may be a correction tool used by companies.
“The companies will know the salary
differences that they have in their work
places, how they compare with the sector,
with the national economy and be supported
to define programmes to correct this wage
difference that cannot be explained. [...]
“We are in a very important phase, to
understand reality, to acknowledge it and to
offer companies a picture of their own
situation. We will not ask for anything, we will
use the existing data so that each company
can build salary strategies to reduce
inequality, as is already happening in
collective contracting, “said the minister.
The barometer, which reveals the differences

at national and regional levels and within
various sectors, shows that in sectors of
activity with more qualified human resources,
the gender pay gap worsens, “when it could
be expected that the differentials could be
closer to zero, “which the minister said could
not be dissociated from there being a majority
of men in decision-making positions.
“Large companies, listed companies, had
and still have huge gender disparities in their
management. Perhaps this is not unrelated
to a wage gap that is reflected throughout the
structure. We introduce progressive goals of
balance in decision-making posts. Without
intervening directly in the life of companies
and their wage policies, the establishment of
public policies to occupy management
positions will inevitably show that a better
balance also has positive consequences on
productivity and competitiveness of
companies, “said Vieira da Silva.
The sectors of economic activity in which
there was found to be the largest gender pay
gap between men and women, was found to
be in the arts and sports sector where the
difference stands at 57.1 percent.
At district level, Setúbal, Leiria, Aveiro, and
Lisbon lead the list of the largest gender
wage disparities.
The Barometer, prepared by the Strategy and
Planning Office, under the supervision of
Vieira da Silva, took into account information
provided by companies, and refers to the
whole country, including the autonomous
regions of Madeira and the Azores.
According to the European Commission (EC), the
gender pay gap is defined as the relative
difference in the average gross earnings of
women and men within the economy as a whole.
The EC notes that there are “considerable
differences between EU countries, with the
gender pay gap ranging from less than 8
percent in Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg,
Poland, Romania and Slovenia to more than
20 percent in Austria, the Czech Republic,

Germany, Estonia and United Kingdom”.
A statement from the EC adds: “Since it only
concerns salaried people, the gender pay
gap is not an indicator of the overall inequality
between women and men.  The gender pay
gap must be looked at along with other
indicators linked to the labour market, in
particular those that reflect the different
working patterns of women”.
Countries which have lower levels of
employment for women see in general a
lower than average pay gap.  High pay gaps
are usually more indicative of a highly
segregated labour market or of labour
markets where a significant number of
women are in part time employment.
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 News in BriefNNNNN
State ‘does not have powers to dismiss TAP
executive board’

Portugal’s minister of infrastructures said that “unfortunately the
state does not have the power” to dismiss the executive board of the
country’s flag-carrier TAP. “There were those who asked, regarding
those bonuses, for the executive board [of TAP] to be dismissed,” said
Pedro Nuno Santos in an interview on the Portuguese TV station SIC.
“Unfortunately, it is not in the realm of state powers to do that. But it is in
my scope, and within the government, to be able to speak. I was firm
and the message was welcomed by the private shareholders and the
executive board.”

1.1 million jobs at risk to automation
According to the Portuguese Entrepreneurial Confederation (CIP),

automation will destroy 421 thousand jobs until 2030 in the Northern
region of Portugal. Figures only slightly buffered by the prospective
creation of 227 thousand jobs. The manufacturing industry is
expected to be the hardest one hit, with about half the losses predicted
in the textile sector alone. The retail sales industry will be the second
most hit. As a side-effect of automation, The North will see that about
14 percent of its workforce will have to pursue further qualifications.

44 suspects in misuse of 2017 fire
compensation probe

Portugal’s Polícia Judiciária (PJ) has made 44 individuals persons
of interest in a criminal investigation into alleged irregularities in the
allocation of subsidies for the reconstruction or restoration of
dwellings destroyed by a 2017 fire in Pedrógão Grande. In a
statement, the PJ said that it had “completed and forwarded to the
Coimbra Department of Investigation and Criminal Justice (DIAP),
with a proposal for charges, its work on the case under which possible
crimes of qualified fraud, among others, are being investigated
regarding the attribution of subsidies for the reconstruction or
rehabilitation of permanent dwellings that may have been affected” by
the fire in Pedrógão Grande and two neighbouring municipalities,
Castanheira de Pêra and Figueiró dos Vinhos.

Fight against corruption ‘great priority’
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa described the fight against corruption as

“a great priority” since the start of his term in office, stressing that the
authorities “cannot stop” their investigations. His comments come
after it emerged that Portugal has the worst performance among
Council of Europe member states in terms of implementing anti-
bribery recommendations made by a watchdog set up by the body.
Recalling the support he had expressed for Portugal’s attorney-
general, Lucília Gago, in her fight against corruption as a national
priority, and for the autonomy of public prosecutors in all
circumstances, de Sousa said advancing this fight represented “a
conquest of Portuguese democracy”.

Sun in the south, rain in the north
The Algarve is set to see temperatures rise as the week develops while in Lisbon a wetThe Algarve is set to see temperatures rise as the week develops while in Lisbon a wetThe Algarve is set to see temperatures rise as the week develops while in Lisbon a wetThe Algarve is set to see temperatures rise as the week develops while in Lisbon a wetThe Algarve is set to see temperatures rise as the week develops while in Lisbon a wet
weekend is on the cards.weekend is on the cards.weekend is on the cards.weekend is on the cards.weekend is on the cards.

Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: Lisbon: The capital is in for a
wet weekend with rain forecast
for both Saturday and Sunday.
Clouds are to clear by Monday
with temperatures then rising as
the week progresses to highs of
29 degrees and lows of 17
degrees by mid week.

The South: The South: The South: The South: The South: A warm weekend
is expected across the south with
average highs of 24 degrees and
slight cloud cover expected on
Sunday.  Temperatures are on the
rise from Monday, with clear skies
for the rest of the week helping to
tip the thermometer to 31 degrees.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Temperatures are
to remain steady in the North with
highs of 25 degrees and lows of
16 throughout the week.  There is
a high chance of rain over the
weekend, although this will
lessen as the week develops and
the clouds start to clear.

Women’s Day, against gender violence and wage inequality in Lisbon, March 8, 2019.Women’s Day, against gender violence and wage inequality in Lisbon, March 8, 2019.Women’s Day, against gender violence and wage inequality in Lisbon, March 8, 2019.Women’s Day, against gender violence and wage inequality in Lisbon, March 8, 2019.Women’s Day, against gender violence and wage inequality in Lisbon, March 8, 2019.
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The number of foreigners living in Portugal was
up by 13.9 percent in 2018, totalling 480,300,
the highest figure ever recorded by SEF since
its inception in 1976.

Three active far-right extremist groups in Portugal, says EuropolThree active far-right extremist groups in Portugal, says EuropolThree active far-right extremist groups in Portugal, says EuropolThree active far-right extremist groups in Portugal, says EuropolThree active far-right extremist groups in Portugal, says Europol
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Socialists outline new measures for the environmentSocialists outline new measures for the environmentSocialists outline new measures for the environmentSocialists outline new measures for the environmentSocialists outline new measures for the environment
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More foreigners than ever living in Portugal

The 2018 Immigration,
Frontiers and Asylum
Report (RIFA), released
on the 43rd anniversary

of the Foreigners and Borders
Service (SEF), showed that the
number of foreigners residing in
Portugal also rose for the third
consecutive year.

The minister for Internal Affairs,
Eduardo Cabrita, told reporters
that the trend of increasing
foreigners living in Portugal,
which began in 2016, remains the
same this year.

In a bid to improve services for
foreigners in Portugal, the
opening hours for SEF have been
extended by the government.

“We decided to extend SEF
service periods with an
adjustment that allows
immigration services to work
between 8.30am and 8pm, thus
increasing the capacity to
respond,” said the minister.

“The demographic changes
and the success of the
Portuguese economy have
determined that during the past
three years, especially in 2018,
there has been a significant
growth of foreign residents,”said
Eduardo Cabrita.

The minister stated that the
country “considers it necessary
and positive” the arrival to
Portugal of students, workers,
researchers and foreign
investors.

Explaining the report’s data, the
minister highlighted the increase
in citizens from more traditional
backgrounds, such as Brazil and
Cape Verde, but also the “very
positive” growth of immigrants

from the United Kingdom, France
and Italy, as well as from India,
Nepal , Bangladesh and
Venezuela.

“We have new origin countries,
which are not yet in the ‘top ten’
but have in 2018 seen a very
significant growth relating to
sectors such as agriculture,
construction and some areas of
tourism,” he said referring to the
increase of citizens from India,
Nepal, Bangladesh and
Venezuela.

According to the report, the
highest level of increase of
foreigners from a single country
was from Italy, which saw an
increase of 45.9 percent over
2017, with 18,862 Italians living in
the country.

However, Brazilians continue to
be one of the largest foreign
communities in the country, with
105,423 inhabitants, the highest
value since 2012.

The RIFA report also indicates
that citizens from France continue
to increase, totalling 19,771, a
rise of 29.1 percent.

The list of the 10 nationalities
residing in the country with most
inhabitants includes Brazil
(105,423), Cape Verde (34,663),
Romania (30,908), Ukraine
(29,218), United Kingdom
(26,445), China (25,357), France
(19,771), Italy (18,862), Angola
(18,382) and Guinea-Bissau
(16,186).

According to the report, more
than two-thirds of foreigners
(68.9 percent) reside in the
districts of Lisbon (213,065),
Faro (77,489) and Setúbal
(40,209).

The incumbent Socialist Party
(PS) plans to abolish single-use
plastics by 2020. The Party’s
proposals contain a ban on
plates, cutlery or straws,
alongside a ‘progressive
rebalance of the fiscal charge’,
reducing work taxes and
penalising polluting practices.

On their website, the Socialists
also claim to be invested in
‘stimulating companies to

assume voluntary commitments
for the eradication or reduction of
plastics used in product
packaging of highly consumed
goods, especially in the food
sector, as well as in the delivery
industry’.

Moreover, the party suggests
the ‘elimination of
environmentally harmful
subsidies – in particular the fiscal
exemptions and benefits

associated with fossil fuels’,
while encouraging the transition
to electric vehicles with
measures such as making it
mandatory for new buildings to
have charging bays in garages.

PS also sees the expansion of
forest areas, alongside the
rehabilitation of existing ones, as
essential to combating the
amount of carbon released into
the atmosphere.

There are three active far-right
extremist groups in Portugal,
operating at both national and
international levels. This
information has been released
by Europol in its 2019 annual
report on the state of terrorism in

the European Union.
The report also draws attention

to the increased tensions
between far-right and antifascist
groups, which generates ‘a
climate that fosters ideologically
motivated violence’.

According to Europol, the “re-
conquest’ of Europe, especially
when it comes to illegal
immigration, islamicisation,
multiculturalism and cultural
Marxism’ are the core motivators
of Portuguese far-right groups.
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