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Aview of the Sanctuary of Bom Jesus do Monte in Braga, north of Portugal. The Sanctuary of Bom Jesus do Monte in Braga was listed as World Heritage Site by UNESCO
during the 43rd session of the World Heritage Commitiee in Baku, Azerbaijan. (Photo: EPA/Hugo Delgado.) Full story, see page 2
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Portugal adds three
new sites to UNESCO
World Heritage list
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President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, considered the news a
reason for “great joy for all Portuguese”, while prime
minister, Antonio Costa, said this is “another reason for great

pride” for the country.

he Royal Convent in Mafra, the
Sanctuary of Bom Jesus in Braga
and the Machado de Castro National
Museum in Coimbra have all been
declared UNESCO World Heritage Sites
In a statement published on the
Presidency’s page, Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa has welcomed the decisions of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), stating
that “itis a cause of great joy for the
President of the Republic and for all the
Portuguese “.
“l warmly greet the promoters of these
candidacies, mayors, diplomats, civil and
ecclesiastical authorities, and all those
who, in civil society, help further the
Portuguese physical, historical, artistic,
religious or intellectual heritage,” reads the
document.
The President highlighted that the
Sanctuary of Bom Jesus do Monte, in
Braga, is an architectural and landscaped
complex build which was reconstructed
from the 16" century onwards, with
baroque, rococo and neoclassical styles.
“Being one of the icons of Catholic Portugal,
Bom Jesus is also an ex-libris of the city of
Braga, an ancient city,” he says.
The mayor of Braga, Ricardo Rio,
welcomed the award saying that it
represents “a moment of happiness and
pride for the city and for the team who
worked for it. The award implies a big
responsibility for everyone to ensure that
the Bom Jesus Sanctuary remains worthy of

the distinction”.

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa confirmed that
he will be attending the ceremony that to
mark the distinction which is to be held in
Braga on 6 September.

Regarding Mafra, Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa said he considered it to be “an
unusually exuberant work, deeply linked to
our culture over the centuries, from erudite
music to the contemporary novel, and
which certainly deserves a renewed
international interest”.

Mayor of Mafra, Hélder Sousa Silva,
commented that the award is “long
overdue” given that the application for world
heritage status was submitted 10 years
ago, and “(the award) brings with it
additional short term responsibilities as far
as maintenance is concerned”.

In addition to the two awards announced,
the Committee also approved the
enlargement of the central area of the
University of Coimbra - Alta and Sofia, listed
since 2013, to include the Machado de
Castro National Museum.

The culture minister, Graga Fonseca,
commented that the awards “recognised
the diversity of two magnificent Portuguese
monuments, living testimony of our history”,
and she congratulated all of those who had
worked towards the awards.

As well as Sunday’s three awards, UNESCO
World Heritage Sites in Portugal now
include the Jeronimous Monastery and
Belem Tower in Lisbon, the Convent of
Christ in Tomar, the Monastery in Batalha,
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The Royal Convent in Mafra, the Sanctuary of Bom Je:
World Heritage Sites. (Photo: Lusa/Paulo Novais)

the Centre of Angra do Heroismo in The
Azores, the historical centre of Evora, the
Monastery of Alcobaca, the cultural scenery
of Sintra and its historical centre, Dom Luiz
1 bridge and Serra do Pilar Monastery in
Porto, the pre-historic rock art sites in the
River Céa Valley and Siega Verde, the
Laurissilva forest in Madeira, the upper
Douro River vineyards, the historical centre
of Guimaraes, the scenery and vineyards on
Pico Island (Azores) as well as the city
barracks of Elvas and their Fortifications.
The UNESCO World Heritage List currently
comprises 1,092 sites in 167 countries.
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us in Braga and the Machado de Castro National Museum in Coimbra (pictured) have all been declared UNESCO

Warm weather returns

Lisbon: There will be a
chance of rain on Saturday in the
capital however, all cloud cover is
expected to clear by Monday
when temperatures are to rise to
highs of 29 degrees and lows of
18 for the remainder of the week.

An unsettled weekend of weather across the
country will develop into blue skies and

increasing temperatures as the week progresses.

The South: Any rain on
Saturday is to clear by Sunday
leaving the rest of the week with
clear skies. Temperatures are to
rise from Sunday as the week
progresses to highs of 32 degrees
and average lows of 20 degrees

The North: A mixture of
sunshine and intermittent cloud
cover is predicted for the weekend
and throughout the week in the
north where temperatures are to
see average highs of 25 degrees
and lows of 17 degrees.
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Portugal ‘reemerged stronger’ from recession

Portugal’s finance minister, Mario Centeno, said that Portugal has
reemerged from a period of severe recession with “renewed strength”
and is today “a very different country” “We are on a path of mature
convergence with our European partners,” said Centeno. “We have
reformed our social security and education and training systems. “We
have reformed the labour market - three major reforms in ten years -
and the financial sector,” he went on. “We did it to promote sustained
development.”

Higher hotel prices expected in Portugal

Hotel owners expect the summer occupancy rates and average stay
to be the same as last year but expect higher prices . According to the
Associacao de Hotelaria de Portugal (AHP), some 54% of hotel
owners believe the occupancy rate will be the same as last year with
the central region the most optimistic (43% estimate there will be an
improvement) and Madeira the most pessimistic (47% believing it will
be worse).The hotel owners also expect the domestic market along
with Spain and France to be the main markets this summer.

“Bob” is the first super computer in Portugal

Portugal’s first supercomputer, which will increase the national
computing capacity, has been inaugurated in Riba de Ave, where the
new Minho Advanced Computing Centre is to work. Supercomputer
“Bob”, which the minister of science had announced for the first half of
2018, will increase the national computing capacity ten-fold and
encourage business and scientific cooperation in data science and
artificial intelligence the Science and Technology Foundation (FCT in
the original Portuguese) said. The Minho Advanced Computing Centre,
which has also inaugurated, belongs to the Minho University which
installed and commissioned the computer in conjunction with the FCT.

Calls for lower taxes for larger families

The proposed election manifesto of Portugal’s Socialist Party (PS)
promises income tax reductions based on the number of children in a
family and the creation of a creche-subsidy in family allowances in
order to support the birth rate. The manifesto will be debated and
voted on at the PS National Convention in Lisbon on July 20. The
creche-supplement seeks to attribute a “universal guaranteed value
integrated in family allowances for those with children in creches.
Subsidies will kick in starting with the second child”.

Man’s body found in Tagus

A man’s body was found early on Monday (8 July) morning near the
Naval dock in Lisbon in an advanced state of decomposition a navy
spokesman told Lusa. The body was sighted at 6am by the captain of
a boat that sails between the two banks of the river. The body was
removed from the river and taken away to the coroner’s office, the
spokesman said. Fernando Pereira da Fonseca said it was not
possible to say if the body was that of an American tourist who
disappeared after falling into the river at the beginning of the month
near the Urban disco. “Because of the state of decomposition, the
body cannot be identified without conducting tests”, he said.
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Fuel

The union responsible for representing fuel truck drivers has
asked the Portuguese people for “forgiveness” as plans are

put in place for further strike

unless their demands are met. (Photo: Lusa)

We do not want to
strike for many
reasons, the main
being the awareness
we have of the impact and
the inconvenience that a
strike will cause the
Portuguese people and the
economy of the country.

From now we ask the
Portuguese people for
forgiveness for any
inconvenience to their daily
life, we have no doubt that
they will understand our
struggle,” the unions of
drivers of goods and
dangerous goods stated in
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Fuel truck drivers have announced plans for a new strike to take place on 12 August

an open letter to ANTRAM.
The open letter is signed by
Jorge Cordeiro of the
Independent Merchandise
Merchants Union (SIMM)
and Francisco San Bento
of the National Union of
Dangerous Goods Drivers
(SNMMP).
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ruck drivers apologise ahead of s

The first National Drivers’
Congress took place last
week in Santarém and saw
around 300 drivers
unanimously approve the
delivery of a notice to strike
on 15 August, foran
indefinite period , until the
new Collective Labour
Agreement (CCT) for the
sector comes into force,
which foresees a base
salary increase of €100
over the nextthree years.
The new CCT will be
brought to the meeting on
15 July to continue
negotiations with
ANTRAM, the federation
affiliated to the General
Confederation of
Portuguese Workers
(CGTP), Federation of
Transport and
Communications Trade
Unions (FECTRANS),
mediated by the Ministry of
Labour.

During the same meeting,
the two unions will issue a
strike notice, threatening to
paralyse transportation
around the country from 12
August, for an indefinite
period, until the new CCT
comes into force.

In an open letter to
ANTRAM, drivers
challenged the “attempted
manipulation of public
opinion” in relation to the
objective of the trade
unions SIMM and
SNMMP, stating that “the
men who run these unions
are themselves drivers of
goods and dangerous
goods.”

“We have been working for
22 yearsto serve the
economy and the country
with a high sense of
responsibility and a true
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spirit, we know that the
Portuguese will forgive us
and understand that after
22 yearsitis time to think a
little about ourselves and
our families, after all, we
too are men and women,
parents, mothers, children”
said the drivers’ unions.
The unions state that they
are tired of “diplomacy
games,” and drivers warn
of “the precariousness of
their working and social
conditions.”

In this context, SIMM and
SNMMP challenge
ANTRAM, as well as other
stakeholders in the sector,
for “a televised debate on
the whole situation,”
according to the open
letter.

“Let’s talk about the
ongoing negotiation
process, the protocols and
compromise agreements
made, the various
proposals already
presented,” said the unions
of drivers, adding as a topic
of debate “what has been
happening in the sector
over the last 22 years which
has led the drivers to now

take these positions.”
Claiming to wait for
ANTRAM’s “quiet”
response to the challenge,
the drivers pointed out “a
certainty: whoever refuses
the debate only has
something to hide.”

The proposal for the new
CCT provides for a base
salary increase of €100
over the nextthree years
(€1,400 gross for 2020,
€1,600 for 2021 and €1,800
for 2022), indexed to the
increase in the minimum
wage, improvement of
working conditions and
payment of overtime from
eight working hours,
among other measures.
Created at the end of 2018,
SNMMP became known for
their fuel drivers strike
which began on 15 April,
prompting the Government
to enact a civil requisition
before inviting the parties to
sit at the negotiating table.
The high adherence to the
three-day strike surprised
everyone, including the
union itself, and left many
of the country’s petrol
stations out of fuel.

No ‘social cohesion’ without
affordable housing, says PM

According to the Prime Minister, affordable housing

policies are central to society

The Prime Minister, Anténio Costa, has said that
without housing policies aimed at the middle-class, there
can be no social cohesion. The head of the legislative
branch made the remarks during a speech at an old
vacant Hospital in Lisbon, which will be converted into

affordable housing.

The PM concluded by saying that ‘there is no European
country, no European city, with an ounce of social
cohesion that is not developing public policies to
guarantee affordable housing to the middle class’.
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