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Smart water use to
combat drought

Drought is affecting over 90% of Portugal however plans for
contingency measures to be put in place have been dismissed
as water saving campaigns begin.

he Minister for the Environment,
José Pedro Matos Fernandes, has
declared that in spite of the
nationwide meteorological drought
there is no need for contingency measures to
be put in place. Fernandes added that there
are no problems with the public water system
with regards to “human consumption and
other direct uses”.
The Minister appealed for “more efficient
use of water” because in spite of there being
no complications presently, if the drought
continues then problems “will happen next
year”. The official sees cutting down on
water consumption as the only long-term
solution to this problem.
In the Algarve, a campaign to promote saving
water has begun across the region.
Aguas do Algarve has launched the
campaign to focus on the “intelligent use of
water” focusing on the “need to ensure that
there is no waste” according to the chairman
of Aguas fo Algarve, Joaquim Peres.
While he stressed that there will be “no
problems this year” in regards to water
shortages, he added that by taking action
now it will help to “ensure in the future that
there will not be any problems”.
Aguas do Algarve aims to carry out actions to
focus on water distribution centres and to
avoid leaks and waste in the system.
In order to reach as many people as possible,
the company is working with regional
partners including the Algarve Intermunicipal
Community (AMAL), the Regional Health
Administration (ARS), the Regional
Coordination and Development Commission
(CCDR), the Regional Directorate for
Agriculture (DRAP) and the Portuguese
Institute of Sports and Youth (IPDJ), the
Algarve Tourism Board (RTA) and the
University of Algarve (UAIQ).
“These entities will hold seminars to explain

campaign objectives and through them we
will be able to reach more people who live in
the Algarve and visit us,” he said.

The collaboration with the ARS will see “films
being screened in waiting rooms, with
subtitles and sign language, to raise
awareness regarding the intelligent use of
water,” the IPDJ will help with the placement
of stickers with “messages not to waste more
water than the necessary “in 800 sports
centres, a procedure that will also be
followed at the university, along with the
organisation of seminars, said Peres.

“The RTA will also collaborate in the
campaign launch event, which will be held in
the replica of the Boa Esperanca caravel, in
the port of Lagos, on 26 July, with some
television personalities,” he added.

The Climate Bulletin produced by the
Portuguese Institute for the Sea and
Atmosphere (IPMA) has highlighted that the
meteorological drought has slightly
worsened in the south of Portugal. According
to the document, 33.9 percent of continental
Portugal was in extreme or severe drought,
22.7 percent in moderate drought and 40.9
percent in weak drought.
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José Pedro Matos Fernandes has appealed for “more
problems “will happen next year”. (Photo: Lusa/Jodo

Social security sustainability extended by 22 years

Portugal’s Prime Minister said that one of
the objectives of his government was to face
the demographic challenge and announced
that the results seen in 2018 allowed them to
conclude that the sustainability of public
social security had been “extended by
another 22 years”.

According to Costa, the last legislature
his Government was “focused on the
future, giving priority to major strategic
challenges such as the demographic
challenge, climate change, the challenge
of the digital society and the sustainability

of Social Security”.

“In this strategic dimension we have
results: UNICEF considered that Portugal
has, together with Sweden, Norway, Iceland
and Estonia, one of the best family support
policies among 31 developed countries.

The prime minister also said that the
European Union’s panel on innovation had
taken note of Portugal’s progress, placing
the country “as a leader in innovative small
and medium-sized enterprises and was very
close to being reclassified as a strongly
innovative country”.
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Temperatures to soar in the south

High day and night temperatures combined with clear skies in the Algarve are predicted

for the week ahead.

Lisbon: Temperatures are on
the rise in the capital with highs of
28 degrees over the weekend
increasing to maximum
temperatures of 32 degrees by
Tuesday. Northerly winds will help
to keep Lisbon feeling fresher, as
will intermittent cloud cover.

The South: The south of the
country will be feeling hot this
week with temperatures reaching
the 35 degree mark. Clear skies
are predicted for the entire week
and it will also be feeing warm in
the evenings with lows only
dropping to 23 degrees.

The North: Temperatures are
to remain steady in the north with
average highs of 25 degrees and
lows of 16 degrees. Intermittent
cloud cover is predicted for the
entire week with a chance of rain
expected on Tuesday and
Wednesday.
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Museum visitors are middle aged foreigners

Visitors to the National Coach Museum (MNC) in Lisbon are mostly
foreigners and are on average 46-years-old. According to a study by
the General Directorate of Cultural Heritage (DGPC), which was
conducted based on visitor surveys, the MNC'’s visitors are made up of
77 percent foreigners, with 2 percent of this number representing
foreigners who are resident in the country. In all, 62 different
nationalities visited the museum, with a third of visitors coming from
France, while Spain, the United States and Brazil were the next top
nationalities.

Portugal with 4* lowest birth rate in the EU

Portugal had the fourth lowest birth rate among the European
Union (EU) member states in 2018 and its population fell to 10.28
million people Data released by the EU'’s statistics office, Eurostat,
reveal that Portugal’s birth rate last year was 0.85 percent, the fourth
lowest in the EU and was only higher than Italy (0.73 percent), Spain
(0.79 percent) and Greece (0.81 percent). The birth rate in 2017 was
0.84 percent in Portugal.

Parliament rejects move to ban dog racing in
Portugal

Portugal’s parliament has rejected a move to ban dog racing in the
country. Two proposals from the BE Left Bloc and the PAN party for
people, animals and nature have been rebuffed. While the greens
also voted in favour of passing the bill, which primarily focused on
greyhound racing, but aimed to cover all types of dog races, the PS
socialists, PSD social democrats, CDS-PP Christian democrats and
PCP communist party voted against it

Porto suspends new ALs for six months

Porto council has approved a suspension of new Local
Accommodation registrations (AL) for six months. The new
registrations of Local Accommodation (LA) “in containment zones” in
Porto are now prohibited, for a period of six months or until the entry
into force of the regulation. According to the Councillor for Economy,
Tourism and Trade, Ricardo Valente, this suspension will take effect
in areas where there is pressure of above 50 percent of LA, as is the
case of parishes in the Historic Centre and Bonfim.

Visas suspended for Iranian nationals - no
explanation given

Portugal has suspended visas for Iranian citizens for security
reasons, the foreign minister said in committee on Tuesday, but he
did not explain why. “Yes, we have suspended [visas for Iranian
citizens] for security reasons,” Augusto Santos Silva said in
response to a question from centre-right Gongalves Pereira MP.
The minister asked, however, not to explain the reason while the
parliamentary committee was taking place with journalists present,
assuring that it will give “all the explanations” at the end of the
session, behind closed doors.
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Austrian woman missing in the Algarve @ s s

Julla Weinart has been missing since 28 June and anyone with information about her
whereabouts is urged to call 112.

wo weeks before her
disappearance Julia had an
accident with her van which left
her, as her friend and travel
companion Tybo Gaggero said, “in a
depressed state”.
Gaggero told The Portugal News that

after the accident and decided to stay with
Tyboinhisvan.

On the evening of 28 June, according to
Gaggero, Julia was alone in the van which

last seen at around 5pm that day. At 9pm
Tybo returned to the van to check on her
and realised Julia was gone. He said that
her belongings, including her mobile

Julia took the necessities out of her vehicle

was parked close to Pedralva and she was

Julia Weinart, a 28-year-old woman from Salzburg, Austria
went missing in the western region of the Algarve on 28 June
between the hours of 6pm and 9pm.

phone, clothes and passport, were all left
behind.

Julia is described as being about 170cm
tall and weighing approximately 52kg. She
has blue eyes and long blond hair.

The Austrian Embassy in cooperation with
the local Portuguese authorities confirmed
to The Portugal News that there is an
ongoing investigation into Julia’s case.
The GNR told The Portugal News that
there have been no sightings so far of
Julia, despite reports on social media,
where her case has been shared widely.
The authorities urge anyone who has any
kind of information about her location, or
has possibly seen her, to come forward
and to call 112.

August strike confirmed for truckers

Trade unions representing Portugal’s lorry drivers have failed to reach an agreement with the road haulage
association, ANTRAM, and have submitted a formal notice of a strike to start on 12 August.

The announcement came
after a meeting mediated by
officials from the Ministry of
Employment that lasted
almost five hours.

The SNMMP union, which
represents drivers of
dangerous goods lorries,
and the SIMM, the
independent lorry drivers’
union, had on 6 July, after a
national congress,
announced plans for a
stoppage on 12 August.

These two independent
unions, along with the union
federation affiliated to the
CGTP, Portugal’s largest

multi-sector union federation,

had been negotiating with
ANTRAM on a revision of the
existing collective
employment contract for the
sector, with the talks

mediated by the Directo-rate-
General for Employment and
Labour Relations.

The unions are calling for a
base salary increase of €100
overthe nextthree years.
indexed to the increase in the
minimum wage, improvement
of working conditions and
payment of overtime from
eight working hours, among
other measures.

Created at the end of 2018,
SNMMP became known for
their fuel drivers strike which
began on 15 April, prompting
the Government to enact a
civil requisition before
inviting the parties to sit at the
negotiating table.

The fuel strike in April left
many of the petrol pumps in
the country dry as
negotiations took place.
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ANTRAM have submltted a formal notice of a strike to start on
12 August. (Photo: The Portugal News)

Coming up Trumps
In Portugal?

Reports of a visit by US President
Donald Trump to Portugal at the end
of August have yet to be confirmed

Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa told press that he had formally invited
President Trump to visit Portugal while in
Paris in November last year but added that
nothing as yet has been confirmed.

“l invited him, in a clear and formal way
during the time of the armistice, on 11
November in Paris,” Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa told reporters.

When asked about the confirmation of a
date of the visit, the President of the Republic
replied: “There is no confirmation.”

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa had already said
previously that he had made an invitation to
Donald Trump the last time he had been in
the French capital in November, adding that
the President of the United States of America
“said at the time he was very interested and
available to visit Portugal.”
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