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Social media helps  
A local British resident recognised missing
woman Victoria Cunningham after seeing a post
about the case on social media, helped made
viral by Victoria’s brother, TV chef John Whaite.

British woman Victoria
Cunningham, was
reported missing in the
Algarve on 5 August but

was confirmed as being found in
Olhos de Água on 6 August by a
local Algarve resident who
alerted her family to her
whereabouts.
Her brother, John Whaite, known
for his win on the Great British
Bake Off 2012, tweeted on
Tuesday afternoon “I am
delighted to say that Victoria has
been found.  She is alive, she is
sober but she is very distressed (it
seems she was found JUST in
time).
“A stranger recognised her and
took her into her house.  Each
and every one of you, who has
tweeted, shared and
commented, has saved a life
today.  And I cannot thank you
enough – you are all angels.”
He added: “We are now going to
focus on getting her home and
back in good health in the privacy

Ryanair to close Faro base

A dull weekend before a bright week
Cloud cover over the weekend is set to clear across the country by early next week whichCloud cover over the weekend is set to clear across the country by early next week whichCloud cover over the weekend is set to clear across the country by early next week whichCloud cover over the weekend is set to clear across the country by early next week whichCloud cover over the weekend is set to clear across the country by early next week which
will then see temperatures rising again.will then see temperatures rising again.will then see temperatures rising again.will then see temperatures rising again.will then see temperatures rising again.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Rain is set to clear by
Saturday to leave hazy cloud
cover which will continue until
Tuesday when the skies are to
then clear and temperatures are
to rise once again to average
highs of 30 degrees and lows of
17 degrees in the capital.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: Cloud cover over
the weekend is to clear only by
Wednesday, however
temperatures are to remain high,
peaking at 32 degrees and
dropping to lows of 19 degrees.
There is a slight chance of rain on
Tuesday and northerly winds are
predicted all week.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North:  Hazy cloud over
the weekend is to clear to
intermittent cloud cover by the
start of the week in the north.
Temperatures are to average
highs of 24 degrees and lows of
15 degrees while there is a slight
chance of rain on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

and protection of our family.  My
gratitude to each one of you is
undying.  You’ve helped save a
sister, a daughter and a mother –
thank you.”
The “stranger” who recognised
Victoria was a British resident
from Olhos de Água who told The
Portugal News that she was able
to identify Victoria and make
contact with her family after
identifying her locally, adding that
she was “now safe and with
family and I imagine hoping to
get back to the UK”
The British resident was able to
identify Victoria after seeing posts
about the case on social media
including on the Facebook group
“Anything & Everything Algarve”
which the resident found to be
“very useful and productive” in
helping with the situation.
Victoria Cunningham, was
initially declared missing in the
Algarve after failing to get on her
flight at Faro airport on 5 August.
According to a post on social

The decision to close the base is not said to have beenThe decision to close the base is not said to have beenThe decision to close the base is not said to have beenThe decision to close the base is not said to have beenThe decision to close the base is not said to have been
influenced by upcoming strike action by Portugueseinfluenced by upcoming strike action by Portugueseinfluenced by upcoming strike action by Portugueseinfluenced by upcoming strike action by Portugueseinfluenced by upcoming strike action by Portuguese
cabin crewcabin crewcabin crewcabin crewcabin crew

Low cost airline Ryanair has
announced that they will be
closing down their base at Faro
airport from January 2020,
resulting in a loss of 100 jobs.

The president of the National
Civil Aviation Staff Union
(SNPVAC), Luciana Passo, said
a Ryanair human resources
director went to Faro to
announce the closure.

Flights are to continue from
Ryanair out of Faro airport,
however it will cease to be a base
from the beginning of next year..

The president of the Algarve
tourism board, João Fernandes,
has assured that the closure of
the base will not affect the
accessibility of the region as he
believes that there will simply be
a readjustment in the stops to
prevent overnight layovers in
Faro in the future.

Luciana Passo said that the
decision to close the base was
not related to the strike action
planned by cabin crew later this
month, nor was it connected to
new bases opening in other
European destinations.

“The decision has been in the
pipeline for a long time and it was
not due to the strike,” said
Luciana Passo.

The trade union representing
Ryanair cabin crew based in
Portugal has issued a formal
warning of a strike planned from
21 to 25 August that it said is to
demand that the company
comply fully with the country’s
employment law.

In a statement, the SNPVAC
union said that the strike warning
covers all Ryanair flights for
which staff are supposed to
present themselves for duty
between midnight on 20 August
and midnight on 25 August –

based on local time – and also
customer assistance services or
any other task on the ground.

The announcement comes on
the same day that Ryanair
acknowledged that it may have to
dismiss as many as 500 pilots
and 400 cabin crew due to the
impact of the UK’s departure
from the European Union, rising
fuel prices and the delay in the
delivery of Boeing 737 Max
aircraft.

The union cited as the reason
for the strike Ryanair alleged
continued failure to “comply with
the rules imposed by Portuguese
legislation, in particular with
regard to the payment of holiday
and Christmas allowances, to the
number of days holiday and the
taking on as staff of cabin crew
hired through the Crewlink and
Workforce agencies.”

The latest profits report from
Ryanair revealed a 21 percent
drop in profits during the first
quarter of the year. Michael
O’Leary from Ryanair said: “As
previously guided, Q1 profits fell
21% to €243m due to lower
fares, higher fuel and staff costs”.
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 News in BriefNNNNNDAISY
SAMPSONNNNNNto locate missing Brit

media by her brother John
Whaite, “Victoria was last seen
this morning (August 6th) in the
Olhos de Àgua / Albufeira area.
She can’t be too far away from
there now”.
Following a post on The Portugal
News Facebook page, one
reader came forward after
reading the article about Victoria
to say that “She has been found
currently with my wife in our
apartment”.  The reader added
that Victoria had been found in
Olhos de Água.
Whaite shared updates on his
Facebook and Twitter feeds
calling for information regarding
the disappearance of his sister in
the Algarve, ultimately utilising
the social media platforms to
help find his sister in the Algarve.
He wrote previously on
Facebook: “My sister, Victoria
Cunningham, has gone missing
from Faro Airport.  We are all
concerned for her welfare and
just want to get her home safely.
If anyone sees her please let us

know where, and if anyone talks
to her please tell her that her
family love her and want her
home”.
In a timeline published by
Whaites on Twitter, he states that
Victoria was seen on Saturday, at
11.05am when she was “unable
to board her flight due to a
breakdown and intoxication
(linked to depression and
PMDD)” where her boyfriend
then left her.
On Monday afternoon she was
then due to board flight 7194 and
was left by police at check in
when she then absconded
without her passport or any
money, her brother continues.
“Apparently she headed towards
a petrol station in Faro, leaving
the airport trying to take a can of
coke w/o payment (can therefore
assume no money).  My other
sister Jane and friend Chris are
flying out now to try and find her.”
In one of his tweets Whaite
explained the situation further:
“Yes she dumped her own

passport.  Yes she was
intoxicated.  Yes the Portuguese
police have said they don’t have
to look for her unless she
commits a crime.  But she has a
history of mental illness and
suicide risk.  This behaviour
stems from diagnosis of
depression and PMDD.
“She is vulnerable and poses a
risk only to herself.  Family
worried sick.”
The British Embassy Lisbon
initially posted on their Facebook
page on 6 August a missing
persons alert for Victoria stating
that she was “last seen on
Monday 5 August, on her way to
the fuel station outside the airport,
having failed to make her flight”.
An update on their page now
reads: “We are very happy to
share John Whaite’s good news
that his sister Victoria has
thankfully been found, and she
will be returning to her family
soon. Sincere thanks to all who
shared the earlier posts about
her whereabouts.”

President of Brazil “not welcome” in Portugal
The Left Bloc Party has said the president of Brazil’s proposed visit

to Portugal is “unacceptable”, arguing that the Portuguese
government should cancel it because Jair Bolsonaro “is not
welcome” in the country and shows “constant disrespect” for
democracy.  Bolsonaro’s official visit to Portugal is scheduled for the
beginning of 2020. “If [the visit] were to take place, it would signal to
our brothers in Brazil that the Portuguese government is conniving
with the constant disrespect to democracy shown by the current
Brazilian government”, they said.

More than 500M Portuguese speakers by 2100
The Secretary of State of the Communities said that Portuguese is

one of the main strategic assets of the Portuguese state, and by the
end of the 21st century it is expected that 500 million speakers will be
spread around the world.  “There are estimates that by the 2060 the
Portuguese language could be spoken by 380 million people and by
the end of the century the number will increase to 500 million
Portuguese speakers worldwide,” said José Luís Carneiro.  According
to the Secretary of State “there are very clear indicators of growth in all
regions of the world”.

Where have all the children gone?
Portuguese schools have lost more than 400,000 pupils and more

than 30,000 teachers in less than 10 years, almost half of them from
grade 7 upwards.  The report “Education in Figures - Portugal 2019”,
published by the Directorate-General for Education and Science
Statistics (DGEEC), showed that between the school years 2008/09
and 2017/18 schools lost 427,163 pupils, with the number falling from
2,056,148 to 1,628,985.  The number of teachers dropped by 31,147,
again with most of them in the later stages of school education.

Number of tourists grows 7.5% in Portugal
The number of tourists visiting Portugal reached 22.8 million in

2018, up 7.5% on the previous year, although figure this was lower
than the previous year’s estimate of +16.6% growth this year.
According to INE’S Tourism Statistics 2018, Spain remains the main
market for international tourists, with a share of 25.4%.  On the activity
of the tourist accommodation sector, INE said that last year the
number of guests stood at 25.2 million with 67.7 million nights spent,
corresponding to increases of 5.1% and 3.1% respectively, against
2017 figures of 12.9% and 10.8% respectively.

Passengers “fine” after Porto emergency landing
Passengers on the United Airlines flight bound for Newark (USA) that

experienced an emergency landing at Porto airport on 6 August have been
described as being “fine”.  A source from ANA Airports told Lusa news
agency that the “passengers are all right” adding that the plane “came back
due to technical problems” but “landed without problems”.  “The
commander declared an emergency on board during take-off due to an
engine problem. [The plane] was on hold for some time [in the air] and then
landed.” the official source of NAV - Air Navigation of Portugal told Lusa.

VictoriaVictoriaVictoriaVictoriaVictoria
Cunningham,Cunningham,Cunningham,Cunningham,Cunningham,
was initiallywas initiallywas initiallywas initiallywas initially
declareddeclareddeclareddeclareddeclared
missing inmissing inmissing inmissing inmissing in
the Algarvethe Algarvethe Algarvethe Algarvethe Algarve
after failingafter failingafter failingafter failingafter failing
to get onto get onto get onto get onto get on
her flight ather flight ather flight ather flight ather flight at
Faro airportFaro airportFaro airportFaro airportFaro airport
on 5on 5on 5on 5on 5
August.August.August.August.August.
She has nowShe has nowShe has nowShe has nowShe has now
been foundbeen foundbeen foundbeen foundbeen found
and is safeand is safeand is safeand is safeand is safe
with herwith herwith herwith herwith her
family.family.family.family.family.
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NNNNNBones found in Pedrógão Grande suspected
to be those of missing British citizen

More nurses will “not solve the shortages”

PJ chief Valter Constantino told local media “we strongly believe the remains are those of a missing British man but we can
only confirm this with the results of the autopsy.”

In a statement the PJ said “as
part of an investigation into a
suspected homicide, which
began about a year ago, the

Judicial Police, through the
Centre’s Directorate and the
Scientific Police Laboratory,
carried out investigations and
searches on the ground  in the
area of Pedrogão Grande.”
“It was necessary to resort to
technical-scientific
methodologies of forensic
archeology, as well as georadar
equipment, to locate the
corpse,” said the statement.
Valter Constantino said that the
body had been ‘well-hidden’, he
said “All theories are being
looked at at this tme. The
investigation has been ongoing
for more than a year and has led
us to the discovery of this body.”
According to PJ, the remains,
which were found in a wooded
area, will now be taken to the
National Institute of Forensic
Medicine and Forensic
Sciences (INMLCF), for autopsy.

The government has authorised the hiring of more than 1,400 health professionals for public hospitals in the country, however unions believe that thisThe government has authorised the hiring of more than 1,400 health professionals for public hospitals in the country, however unions believe that thisThe government has authorised the hiring of more than 1,400 health professionals for public hospitals in the country, however unions believe that thisThe government has authorised the hiring of more than 1,400 health professionals for public hospitals in the country, however unions believe that thisThe government has authorised the hiring of more than 1,400 health professionals for public hospitals in the country, however unions believe that this
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The move to hire 1,424
staff for National Health
Service (SNS) hospitals
means that “the capacity
that had been affected with
the move to 35 hours a
week has been definitively
restored,” the secretary of
state, Francisco Ramos,
told Lusa.

The joint order from the
Ministry of Health and
Ministry of Finance, allows
hospitals to start the
procedures necessary to
hire 552 nurses, 162
technical assistants and
710 operational assistants
on permanent contracts.

“This is another step to

strengthen the operational
capacity of SNS hospitals,”
Ramos said, adding that
some will now have even
more than enough staff.

He stressed the
importance of hiring not
only more nurses but also
technical and operational
assistants who “are
sometimes forgotten” but
are “indispensable in the
appointment of
consultations, in
administrative support for
in-patient departments”,
among other services that
“cannot work without
them”.

This, the secretary of

state said, is the second
authorisation by the
government of large-scale
hiring of health
professionals, after it, in
February, authorised the
hiring of 450 nurses and
some 400 operational
assistants.

In a statement, the
Ministry of Health
acknowledged that
bolstering the SNS is “one
of the main challenges in
the short and medium
term”, with human
resources “one of the
pillars” in which measures
have been adopted.

In the run up to the

general election
scheduled for 6 October,
the Socialist government
has faced criticism from
political opponents for an
alleged lack of investment
in the NHS. They cite a
deterioration in the quality
of services, with longer
waiting lists for some
appointments or
operations, or difficulty in
scheduling them.

However, the nurses’
union has said that the new
recruitment drive is not
enough to offset the effect
of last year’s cut in
maximum weekly working
hours to 35.

In statements to Lusa,
Ana Rita Cavaco, president
of the nurses’ union
recalled that in July last
year about 1,000 of the
1,700 nurses necessary to
offset the cut from 40 to 35
hours per week, were
recruited, leaving a
shortfall of 700 nurses.

“The 552 new hires in the
announcement do not
cover the 700 or so that
were not hired and were
supposed to have been
hired in October,” she said,
adding that “there are
services with beds closed
due to a lack of nurses.”

“It is always positive to

hire, but this will not solve
much, it will not solve the
shortage of nurses created
by the cut to 35 hours, nor
the one that already
existed before that,” Ana
Rita Cavaco said.

According to the nurses’
union, the country’s
National Health Service
“already had a chronic
shortage of 30 thousand
nurses,” making it
necessary to hire 3,000
professionals per year for
10 years and it would take
around 1,700 hours to
make up for the change
from 40 to 35 hours of
work.
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“The investigation is being
conducted in close
collaboration with the UK law
enforcement authorities,”
concluded the statement.
It has been widely reported that
the case could be linked to that
of the missing British man Joel
Eldridge who was reported
missing from the Sertã area of
Portugal in July 2018.
Joel Eldridge, who has family in
Bexhill, Sussex in the UK, had
not made contact with friends or
family since the middle of July
2018.
Detective Chief Inspector Chris
Friday, of the Surrey and Sussex
Major Crime Team, said “our
enquiries, supporting those of
the Portuguese investigators,
gave us cause to believe that
Joel had come to harm at the
hands of others while in
Portugal”.
Joel’s mother Jacqueline
Eldridge appealed for the
public’s help in October 2018,
through a comment on an

article by The PortugalThe PortugalThe PortugalThe PortugalThe Portugal
NewsNewsNewsNewsNews: “I am Joel’s mum. This
is not like Joel. Something has
happened and we do not
believe he has left the Serta/
Coimbra region. Wherever Joel
is, whatever the situation, we
want him home and will do all
we can to help find him. Please
help if you can”.
In a video from March 2019, Mr
and Mrs Eldridge stressed how
concerned and worried they are.
“He went out in January last year
to Portugal to work for a few
months. He’d kept in touch with
us, he’d kept in touch with all his
friends on social media and then
suddenly everything stopped.”
“We haven’t heard from him
since July of last year and we’re
getting very worried and we
know somebody knows
something. Please if you know
anything, if you’ve heard any
rumours about where Joel
might be, if you’ve seen Joel,
who was the last person to see
him? We just need to find him”.
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