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Authorities take the fuel strike 
Petrol rationing continues across Portugal as the dangerous goods
drivers strike continues indefinitely.

A t the time of going to
press (14 August) there
was still no end in sight
to the truck drivers strike

and military and police forces
were being used to guarantee
minimum services of fuel.
Reports across the country found
that the Algarve was the region
where fuel shortages were being
felt the hardest, mainly due to the
influx of tourists in the region at this
time of the year creating a rise in
population and demand.
President of the Algarve
Intermunicipal Community (AMAL),
Jorge Botelho, said today that
supplies to the region during the
driver strike have been “minimally
guaranteed” but warned that
there will be a constant
monitoring of the situation.
Botelho told Lusa: “So far, services
have been provided. Now, let’s
follow up to see how it will be over
the coming hours and days”.
AMAL held a meeting on Tuesday
to assess the situation in the
region and to analyse the supply
of fuel to petrol stations.
Jorge Botelho stated that the
strike has been “worrying from
day one” and considered it to be
“detrimental to the country and
particularly to the Algarve”, which
is in the peak of the tourism
season and has a much larger
population than usual.
“When the strike was announced
it was worrying and since the
strike began it continues to be
worrying.” he added.
Maintaining fuel levels for
emergency services, hospitals
and airports continues to be a
priority and in the Algarve the fuel
supply to Faro airport has been
secured by GNR personnel

following drivers not reporting to
work on Tuesday.
It wasn’t until 12.30pm that five of
the six trucks that usually make
the journey between Loulé
railway station and Faro Airport for
refuelling the aircraft left the
railway station, all driven by GNR
military personnel.
The drivers, who guarantee this
transportation daily, did not report
for duty and prevented the daily
transportation of the tankers,
which are moved by rail from the
Sines refinery to the Loulé
logistics base, which should have
started early in the morning.
While minimum services are
supposed to be guaranteed by the
truckers the situation continues to
change daily and on Wednesday
the spokesman for Portugal’s
dangerous goods drivers said that
workers will not comply with
minimum services or civil
requisition, in solidarity with
colleagues who were notified for
not working on Tuesday.
“In solidarity with their colleagues
[who were notified], nobody will
leave here today,” said Pedro
Pardal Henriques in Aveiras de
Cima, Lisbon’s main fuel depot.
“Nobody will comply with the
minimum services or civil
requisition, they will do absolutely
nothing”, the National Union of
Drivers of Dangerous Materials
(SNMMP) lawyer said.
The minister of the environment
and energy transition, João Pedro
Matos Fernandes, said on
Tuesday that 14 workers did not
comply with the civil requisition
decreed by the Government in the
drivers’ strike.
The minister also said that 11 of
these workers “have been duly

notified,” adding that first there is
“notification of non-compliance
and then there is a notification that
they are committing a crime of
disobedience.
As for the remaining three
workers, they are still “to be found
and notified,” João Pedro Matos
Fernandes added.
“The people here were extremely
upset by the Minister’s
announcement,” Pardal
Henriques said, adding that the
drivers “are not criminals”.
“What they [drivers] said today is
that if one driver goes to jail, then
the minister will have to bring large
buses to take the country’s 800
drivers,” he said.
Since the beginning of the drivers
strike the government has brought
in rationing for those looking to buy
petrol or diesel. Refuelling for light
vehicles will be rationed to a
maximum of 25 litres and heavy
vehicles 100 litres, available only
at filling stations that do not belong
to the Strategic Network of Filling
Stations (SNFS).
In a press conference, the
minister of environment and
energy transition, João Pedro
Matos Fernandes, explained that
SNFS has two types of stations:
one for priorities, such as the
armed forces, medical
emergency, transport of
agricultural products and the
other for the general public.
The strike was called by the
National Hazardous Material
Drivers Union (SNMMP) and the
Independent Freight Drivers
Union (SIMM) and the Northern
Road and Urban Transport
Workers Union (STRUN) was
also associated with the strike.
The government has enacted

minimum services of between 50
percent and 100 percent and has
declared an energy crisis, which
implies “exceptional measures”
to minimise the effects of
downtime and to ensure the
provision of essential services
such as security forces and
medical emergencies.
A map of all the petrol stations in
Portugal showing the levels of fuel
in each, can be found by visiting
www.janaodaparaabastecer.vost.pt
For daily updates regarding the
current fuel strike in Portugal,
please visit
www.theportugalnews.com
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Police investigate Ronaldo’s absence in friendly

South Korean police have raided marketing company, The Fasta, to
investigate if there was any contractual obligation for Juventus to use
Portuguese international, Cristiano Ronaldo, in a friendly match
against a team from the South Korean K-League.  The authorities
intended to determine if there was a clause in The Fasta’s contract
with Juventus that obliged the Portuguese international to play at least
45 minutes of the game.  Ronaldo was on the bench, but did not play,
because, according to Juventus, he had “muscle fatigue”.

Canadian company produces medical cannabis
in Alentejo

Canadian company Tilray has announced that it has leased 20
hectares of land to the Esporão agricultural company in the municipality
of Reguengos de Monsaraz (Évora) to produce medicinal cannabis,
which was planted in July.  “The additional 20 hectares of outdoor
growing space increase the company’s ability to supply medical
cannabis in Europe and other international markets” Tilray said in a
statement.  The company is described as a “world pioneer in the
research, cultivation, production and distribution of medicinal cannabis”

Proposed changes to Lisbon parking go to
public consultation

Lisbon City Council has opened public consultations on proposed
changes to parking and tariffs in the city.  In the consultation period,
running until 30 September, interested parties can consult the draft
amendments and submit their comments or suggestions, by email to:
dm.dipm@cm-lisboa.pt or by post to Rua Alexandre Herculano, n.º
46, 4th floor, postal code 1269-054 - Lisbon.  According to mobility
councillor, Miguel Gaspar, the new regulations aim mainly to
“improve the availability of car parking for residents”.

Bonnie Tyler taking to the stage in Albufeira
A Bonnie Tyler concert will be one of the highlights of the Albufeira

Municipal Day celebrations, which will take place on 20 August.  The
show from the Welsh singer is scheduled for 10.30 pm, at Praia dos
Pescadores. Prior to that, official ceremonies will take place, with the
mayor, José Carlos Rolo awarding medals for municipal service to
employees with more than 15, 25 and 35 years of service, in the
bronze, silver and gold grades, respectively.  A fireworks show will
follow the concert on the beach at midnight.

Portugal Golden Visa interest increases in
Hong Kong

Luxury real estate agencies in Hong Kong have said that requests
for information about buying properties in Portugal to obtain golden
visas have been rising at a time of increasing political tension in the
city.  List Sotheby’s director of operations, Binoche Chan, told the
South China Morning Post (SCMP) that many see the Portuguese
residence as an alternative option in Europe.  According to the real
estate analyst, the requirements to obtain residency in Portugal are
relatively low compared to other popular destinations.

Scorching temperatures in the south
Blue skies and high temperatures are predicted for the south of Portugal this weekendBlue skies and high temperatures are predicted for the south of Portugal this weekendBlue skies and high temperatures are predicted for the south of Portugal this weekendBlue skies and high temperatures are predicted for the south of Portugal this weekendBlue skies and high temperatures are predicted for the south of Portugal this weekend
while in the centre and north the weather remains unsettled.while in the centre and north the weather remains unsettled.while in the centre and north the weather remains unsettled.while in the centre and north the weather remains unsettled.while in the centre and north the weather remains unsettled.

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Unsettled weather is
expected over the weekend in
Lisbon with a chance of rain
predicted for Sunday.  Cloud
cover is set to clear by Monday
with average highs reaching 28
degrees and nightly lows of 17
degrees.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: It’s sunshine all
the way in the south of Portugal
with clear skies predicted
throughout the weekend and into
the following week.  The highest
temperatures are forecast for the
weekend with thermometers
tipping 34 degrees with lows of
only 21 degrees at night.

The North:The North:The North:The North:The North: Rain is expected
over the weekend in the north,
however this is set to clear by
Monday when temperatures are
to rise slightly to average highs of
24 degrees and lows of 14. By
mid week intermittent cloud is
expected to return but
temperatures will remain warm.

day by day
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Suspected “environmental crime” behind
beach closure

Lifeguards successfully save 13 people after tourist boat capsizes
 Faro beach was closed to bathers on 13 August due to the detection of the bacterium Escherichia Coli. Faro beach was closed to bathers on 13 August due to the detection of the bacterium Escherichia Coli. Faro beach was closed to bathers on 13 August due to the detection of the bacterium Escherichia Coli. Faro beach was closed to bathers on 13 August due to the detection of the bacterium Escherichia Coli. Faro beach was closed to bathers on 13 August due to the detection of the bacterium Escherichia Coli.
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praise the act of courage and professionalism of the lifeguards who successfullypraise the act of courage and professionalism of the lifeguards who successfullypraise the act of courage and professionalism of the lifeguards who successfullypraise the act of courage and professionalism of the lifeguards who successfullypraise the act of courage and professionalism of the lifeguards who successfully
rescued the victims of the accident.rescued the victims of the accident.rescued the victims of the accident.rescued the victims of the accident.rescued the victims of the accident.

The reason behind the recent temporary closure of Faro beach has been cited
as a possible “environmental crime” which could be linked to “untreated
discharge from a vessel”.

Faro beach was closed to
bathers on 13 August due
to the detection of the
bacterium Escherichia Coli,

commonly known as E.Coli, in the
water.
The red flag was raised on the
beach following water analysis
which found faecal coliform levels
registered in the water “far above
the maximum allowed by law”,
according to Nuno Cortes Lopes
from the Port of Faro.
Faro council confirmed that the
beach had been reopened to
bathers on 14 August following the
results of new water quality tests
which found the water at the beach
was back to “desired levels”.
 “The red flag has been removed
and the blue flag has been raised,”
said a spokesman for the council,
adding “this is a testament to the
excellent quality of Faro Beach, as a
summer zone that rigorously meets
the most demanding
environmental criteria and a
destination of complete trust for the

thousands of families who choose it
as a destination to spend their
holidays”.
The council added that the
competent authorities (Portuguese
Environment Agency and Regional
Delegate of Public Health) are
investigating the source of the
contamination that led to the
closing of the beach for bathing on
13 August.
“The hypothesis of an
environmental crime is gaining
strength,” said the spokesman who
added that it could have been
caused by a “vessel”.
This hypothesis was also reiterated
by Nuno Cortes Lopes who told
Lusa: “The causes of this high
concentration of faecal coliforms
are unknown, and there are several
possibilities, one of which is an
untreated discharge from a vessel,”
concluded the head of the Maritime
Authority.
High levels of E.Coli indicate
contamination by high
concentration of faecal coliforms.

Thirteen people, including two children, were saved on 10 August after their boat capsized in the Benagil cave in Lagoa.Thirteen people, including two children, were saved on 10 August after their boat capsized in the Benagil cave in Lagoa.Thirteen people, including two children, were saved on 10 August after their boat capsized in the Benagil cave in Lagoa.Thirteen people, including two children, were saved on 10 August after their boat capsized in the Benagil cave in Lagoa.Thirteen people, including two children, were saved on 10 August after their boat capsized in the Benagil cave in Lagoa.

Three of the people had
to be taken to hospital
after the accident, none
of them with life
threatening injuries.

The causes of the
accident, which occurred
around 5.30pm on 10
August, are not yet
known. According to
Jornal Noticias, two
children aged around
five, along with two
women, spent a few
minutes in the water
under the boat where
they found an air pocket
enabling them to
breathe.

The victims were saved
by four young lifeguards
from the company
AquaForm, hired by the
Lagoa City Council for
beach surveillance. The

boat accident occurred in
the Benagil Cave, the most
famous cave in the
Algarve, much sought after
and visited by tourist boats.

“There were people
around the boat, others
underneath it and people
screaming in panic” said
a source from the rescue
team. The four young
lifeguards then rescued
the 12 passengers and
one crew member.

After the rescue, two
people were reportedly
taken to Faro Hospital,
one suspected to have an
arm fracture, and a third
to Portimão Hospital due
to an anxiety attack.

Among the victims were
Portuguese nationals
and tourists of other
nationalities, namely

Spanish and French.
Three days after the

incident the Mayor of
Lagoa, Luis Encarnação,
went to Benagil Beach to
compliment and praise
the act of courage and
professionalism of the
lifeguards who
successfully rescued the
victims of the accident.

Despite the level of
panic, these rescuers,
hired by the Lagoa City
Council to supervise the
beach, acted calmly to
complete the rescue
operation successfully.

The high demand for
visiting the Benagil cave
gives rise to frequent
emergency situations,
hence the municipality
has been reinforcing the
available human and

material resources from
year to year, so that these
situations are minimised

and the need for eventual
intervention is faster and
with better assistance to

KIM
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bathers and visitors”, said
a statement from Lagoa
Council.
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