


2 The Portugal News • 24 Aug 2019 News

ANGLOPRESS Edições e Publicidade, Lda

Copyright ©2005 Anglo Press Lda.
The Portugal NewsThe Portugal NewsThe Portugal NewsThe Portugal NewsThe Portugal News is part of the
Portugal News Group established
1977. Depósito Legal NºDepósito Legal NºDepósito Legal NºDepósito Legal NºDepósito Legal Nº 80258/94

DIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORSDIRECTORS
Paul Allen-Luckman
publisher@theportugalnews.com

Madeline Luckman
copy@theportugalnews.com

CONTCONTCONTCONTCONTACTSACTSACTSACTSACTS
Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:Postal Address:
Apt 13 • 8401-901 • Lagoa

Courier Address:Courier Address:Courier Address:Courier Address:Courier Address:
Rua Município de S. Domingo
Urb.Lagoa Sol • Lote 3 r/c
8400-415 Lagoa

ClassifiedClassifiedClassifiedClassifiedClassified: +351 282 380 315

Sales:Sales:Sales:Sales:Sales: +351 282 380 310

Accounts:Accounts:Accounts:Accounts:Accounts: +351 282 343 653

NewsdeskNewsdeskNewsdeskNewsdeskNewsdesk: +351 282 380 313

General:General:General:General:General: +351 282 341 100

Email:Email:Email:Email:Email:
info@theportugalnews.com

WWWWWeb:eb:eb:eb:eb:  www.theportugalnews.com

PRINT & DISTRIBUTIONPRINT & DISTRIBUTIONPRINT & DISTRIBUTIONPRINT & DISTRIBUTIONPRINT & DISTRIBUTION
Printers:Printers:Printers:Printers:Printers:  Unipress, Porto

Print-run:Print-run:Print-run:Print-run:Print-run:
19,431 copies this edition19,431 copies this edition19,431 copies this edition19,431 copies this edition19,431 copies this edition

Distributors:                VASP
Member of  apct
audited circulation

PRODUCTIONPRODUCTIONPRODUCTIONPRODUCTIONPRODUCTION
Publisher:Publisher:Publisher:Publisher:Publisher:  Paul Luckman
publisher@theportugalnews.com

Photos:Photos:Photos:Photos:Photos:  LUSA • Press Association

SALES MANAGERSALES MANAGERSALES MANAGERSALES MANAGERSALES MANAGER
Sónia Seixas
sales@theportugalnews.com

ACCOUNTS MANAGERACCOUNTS MANAGERACCOUNTS MANAGERACCOUNTS MANAGERACCOUNTS MANAGER
Gaby Rodrigues
accounts@theportugalnews.com

FIND US ON:FIND US ON:FIND US ON:FIND US ON:FIND US ON:
Facebook, Twitter and Kiss FM

Publicação registada na Entidade
Reguladora para a Comunicação
Social com o número 127217
Estatuto Editorial:
www.theportugalnews.com/
editorialguidelines

Front Page Story

Tourism in Portugal
continues to grow
Portugal continues to be a top choice for travellers
as results from the central and southern regions of
the country point to continued growth, especially
among domestic tourists.

Tourism activity in the Algarve
region recorded positive signs in
the first half of 2019, according to
data released by the National

Institute of Statistics (INE), which indicates
a 7.9 percent increase in total revenues
(reaching €431.3 million). 9.3 percent in
the number of guests (with a total of 2.17
million guests) and 3.3 percent in
overnight stays (with a total of 8.62 million
overnight guests) compared to the same
period of 2018.
Contributing to these results were the
positive performance of the domestic
market again, with an additional 12.8
percent of guests (a total of 592,000) and
an additional 11.3 percent of overnight
stays (a total of 1.70 million Portuguese
overnight stays), as well as the growth of
foreign tourists with 8 percent more guests
(total 1.58 million) and 1.5 percent more
overnight stays (6.91 million non-resident
overnight stays).
Contrary to the results of the last two years,
the British market grew, and during the first
half of 2019 there was an increase of 6.8
percent in the number of guests (total of
548,600) and 1.9 percent in overnight stays
(total 2.64 million). When analysing
overnight stays, this was indeed the main
foreign market for tourism performance in
the region, followed by Germany (with
833,700 overnight stays) and the
Netherlands (with 603,300 overnight stays).
Also noteworthy is the contribution of the
Italian market, which saw a significant
increase of 61.5 percent in the number of
guests (total of 32.200) and 62 percent in
overnight stays (total of 99.100). Also

relevant was the growth of emerging
markets such as Brazil, which increased
by 30.6 percent in the number of guests.
Growth was also registered in airport traffic
in the Algarve, with an additional 6.6
percent, totalling 2.01 million passengers
landing at Faro airport.
To João Fernandes, president of the
Algarve Tourism Region (RTA) “the tourist
results of this first semester are positive,
mainly because they reflect a growth of
income above demand, as well as the
commitment of public and private
operators to strengthen the Algarve as a
tourist destination”.
“Thanks to our joint work, we are able to
maintain a good performance in the UK
market, despite the uncertainty generated
by Brexit. But we have also been able to
achieve growth in key issuing markets
such as Brazil and the US, reflecting the
effectiveness of the ongoing market
diversification plans.”
The number of overnight stays in
Portugal’s central region has also shown
considerable growth with increases in
June by 11.4 percent compared to the
same period of 2018, representing more
than double the national average, the
central region tourism body (Turismo
Centro Portugal) announced.
June 2019 “was extremely positive” for
tourism in the region.
“In total overnight stays, year-on-year
figures recorded an increase of 11.4
percent. There were 610,021 in June 2018
and 679,658 in the same month of 2019. In
other words, there were 69,637 more
overnight stays. This increase of 11.4

percent was more than double the national
average, which stood at 5.6 percent”.
The increase was more notable once
again among domestic visitors, whose
overnight stays grew 14.8 percent,
indicating that the region continues to be
one of the favourites of the Portuguese for
holidays or for a few days of rest.
Foreigners’ overnight stays registered an
increase of 7.8 percent and the number of
guests grew 13.1 percent.
“These positive figures confirm a clear
trend of recent years: The central region of
Portugal is growing rapidly throughout the
year and is the choice of more and more
visitors, both from inside and outside the
country”.

KIM
SCHIFFMAN
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WEATHER

 News in BriefNNNNN

Clouds roll in and temperatures drop
The scorching temperatures of last week will give way to reduced average highs acrossThe scorching temperatures of last week will give way to reduced average highs acrossThe scorching temperatures of last week will give way to reduced average highs acrossThe scorching temperatures of last week will give way to reduced average highs acrossThe scorching temperatures of last week will give way to reduced average highs across
the country as cloud cover increases from north to south in Portugalthe country as cloud cover increases from north to south in Portugalthe country as cloud cover increases from north to south in Portugalthe country as cloud cover increases from north to south in Portugalthe country as cloud cover increases from north to south in Portugal

Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon:Lisbon: Temperatures are set
to cool slightly in the capital over
the weekend,  thanks to an
increase in cloud cover.
Intermittent cloud is expected to
continue throughout the week in
Lisbon with average
temperatures to reach highs of
32 degrees and lows of 19.

The South:The South:The South:The South:The South: Hazy cloud cover
is to begin on Sunday in the
south of the country, leading
temperatures to then reach
average highs of 29 degrees and
lows of 19 degrees for the
remainder of the week.  There is
a slight chance of rain also
predicted from Monday.

The NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe NorthThe North: It will be feeling
cooler in the North with cloud
cover helping to see
temperatures fall to average
highs of 26 degrees and lows of
16 degrees,  North westerly
winds will also make it feel cooler
while there is also a chance of
rain from Monday.

Scientists ask for help to record cicada song
Scientists have challenged people to use their mobile phones to

record the song of cicadas and record the coordinates of their
location, so that the geographical distribution map of the 13 species
that live in Portugal can be updated.  The challenge, which runs until
30 September, was launched by a team of researchers from the
Faculty of Sciences of the University of Lisbon.  The data collected by
people can be sent to the project page “Cigarras de Portugal - insect
singers” on Facebook or to the digital platform Biodiversity4All.

Powder found in Swiss plane at Lisbon airport
‘no danger to health’

A substance found last weekend in the hold of a Swiss International
aircraft at Lisbon’s main airport does not constitute “danger to human
health”, the company that manages the facility said, adding that the
plane was to take off that evening. ANA - Aeroportos de Portugal states
that, “after assessment of the substance by the specialised team of
Lisbon firefighters, it was concluded that there is no danger to human
health.”  ANA did not specify what the substance was that was found on
the plane.

Civil service average salaries rise 1.2% to €1,482
Civil servants in Portugal saw their average basic salaries rise 1.2%

in April compared to the same period last year, to €1,482 gross due
mainly to the increase in the minimum wage in the state and the
unfreezing of careers, according to the General Directorate of Public
Employment, DGAEP.  The impact of these two measures had a
greater effect on the careers of operational assistants, with a positive
variation compared to April 2018 of 5%, to €680.  The average monthly
salary in general government (including subsidies, supplements,
bonuses and overtime) in April was €1,730 gross.

Fewer road deaths this year
The number of deaths in accidents on Portuguese roads totalled 285

between 1 January and 15 August, 14 less than the same period in 2018,
the National Road Safety Authority (ANSR) announced.  This year’s figure
compares with 29 fewer deaths in road accidents in the same period in
2017.  ANSR calls on everyone to “contribute to the reduction of road
accidents and to the maintenance of this improving trend”.

35 Mainland inmates transferred to prison in
Funchal

The Directorate-General for Reinsertion and Prison Services (DGRSP)
has confirmed the transfer of 35 inmates from various mainland prisons
to the Funchal Prison, in Madeira.  “As part of the current procedures for
the management of the prison population, [DGRSP] transferred 35
inmates from various prisons on the Continent to the Funchal Prison,
whose capacity to occupy male spaces is 70%” explains DGRSP, in a
written reply sent to Lusa agency.  The DGRSP adds that, of the
transferred inmates, “some originate from the Autonomous Region of
Madeira” while the others are divided into those who “expressed interest
in this transfer” or “did not receive visits on the Continent”.´
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Ryanair strike set to hit tourists in Portugal

Fishermen against new oyster farms

Ryanair crews in Portugal are holding a five-day strike and while the government has decreed minimum services, travellers
are still expected to face delays.

The strike began on 21
August and, at the time
of going to press, was
due to continue until 25

August.
Ryanair said that it did not expect
significant disruption as a result

of the strike, but stressed that it
could not rule out some delays or
changes to flights.
In a statement to The PortugalThe PortugalThe PortugalThe PortugalThe Portugal
NewsNewsNewsNewsNews, a spokesman for Ryanair
said: “We do not expect any
significant disruption to our

Portuguese schedules from
21 to 25 August due to this
unjustified strike, however we
cannot rule out some delays and/
or flight changes.
“We will do all we can to
minimise disruptions caused to

our customers and their families.
Customers who have not already
received an email or text
notification can expect their
flights to/from Portugal to operate
as normal this week.”
The statement continued: “We
wish to thank the majority of
Portuguese cabin crew who have
confirmed they will work normally
from 21 to 25 August.
“We apologise sincerely to our
customers for any anxiety or
inconvenience caused by this
unnecessary strike by a tiny
minority of our Portuguese cabin
crew. We remain open to
working with the SNPVAC union
to reach an agreement, and we
urge them to return to talks as
soon as possible”
In a statement the National
Union of Civil Aviation Personnel
(SNPVAC) said that the strike
notice covers all Ryanair flights
with check-in times between
00:00 and 23:59 local times on
the days scheduled for the
shutdown.
In the meantime, given that there
was no agreement between
Ryanair and the union, the
government has decreed
minimum services to be provided
during the stoppage, covering not
only the Azores and Madeira but
also the European cities of Berlin,
Cologne, London and Paris.
The minimum services include a

daily return flight between Lisbon
and Paris; between Lisbon and
Berlin; between Porto and
Cologne; between Lisbon and
London; between Lisbon and
Ponta Delgada, as well as a
round-trip service between
Lisbon and Terceira Island
(Lajes), on 21, 23 and 25 August.
“The staff to carry out these
services will be designated by the
union that declared the strike, up
to 24 hours before the beginning
of the strike period or, if it does
not do so, the employer must
make such a designation”,
determines the order.
The law justifies the determination
of these minimum services,
starting with the “relatively long
duration of the strike (five days)”,
the “season of the year - summer -
in which there is a considerable
growth in demand for air
transport”, and also the fact that it is
important “to avoid crowding of
passengers in airports during the
summer months, since this may
increase risks to the safety of
people and goods”.
There are significant
communities of Portuguese
emigrants in England, France
and Germany, for whom August
is typically the month chosen to
visit their families in Portugal.
In a statement, the union said
that it “strongly repudiates yet
another attempt by the
government to annihilate the
right to strike and, in particular,
that of Ryanair crews,” adding
that it “does not accept that the
economic interests of a private
and foreign company be
defended to the detriment of the
rights of Portuguese workers”.
According to the SNPVAC’s
statement of 1 August, the basis
for this notice of strike is the fact
that Ryanair continues “not to
comply with the rules imposed by
Portuguese legislation,
particularly with regard to the
payment of holiday and
Christmas bonuses, the number
of holiday days and the
integration into the workforce of
cabin crew members hired
through the Crewlink and
Workforce agencies”.
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At stake, according to APARA, is a plot of
land that began to be delimited using
maritime signalling, “occupying and
usurping” a natural space for catching
bivalves, in a place considered as the
“natural source” of the species.

“Fishermen do not understand how the
Ministry of the Environment is in favour of
nature conservation yet is licensing oyster
production on a natural bank, which has
nothing to do with the Ria de Aveiro species,
which we do not need to develop” APARA
President José Miguel Castro told Lusa.

The association, which represents about
95 percent of the fishing activity in the port of
Aveiro, has already requested a meeting
with the Directorate-General for Fisheries
to try to stop the emergence of new oyster
farms in the area.

The president of APARA emphasises that
the possible widening of the delimitation of
the oyster production perimeter will have
“serious” consequences for fishing and the
capture of bivalves, saying that fishermen
are feeling “asphyxiated”.

“It’s not just fishermen who are unhappy.

The inhabitants of Gafanha da Encarnação
and Costa Nova themselves, who want to
pick up half a dozen cockles to take home to
eat, are also against increasing oyster farms
in that area” he added. “There is room for
everyone in Ria de Aveiro, as long as there is
respect for nature and those who work
there”.

According to APARA data, about three
thousand tonnes of bivalves, namely
cockles, clams and razor clams, come from
the Ria de Aveiro, valued at around €7
million.


